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Permission has been granted for developers HHT to deliver 500 houses in parcels to the 
south and west of the Recreation Ground. Additionally, the former hotel site to the 
immediate south is currently being developed with access points onto the Recreation 
Ground. These developments will triple the size of the village and the school is similarly 
tripling in size to 1.5 form entry, 315 pupils with an associated pre-school with a capacity of 
52 (or 26 full time children). 

On completion of the expansion, the vast majority of pupils will arrive from the south and 
west of the school. 

As part of the HHT permission the Recreation Ground is to be expanded into a larger Village 
Centre by incorporating the field to its west. A new Community Centre and car park for joint 
community and school use and footpath/cycleway infrastructure will be funded by the 
developers as phases are completed. Access to this car park will primarily be from the west 
and south, through the new developments. 

A Village Centre Design Brief, commissioned by the Borough includes a plan (Annexed) that 
provides a foot/cycleways layout that provides safe and convenient access to the western 
boundary of the school from the new housing parcels and joint use car park, across the 
expanded Village Centre. The new development parcels themselves will be designed to 
provide safe cycle and pedestrian access to the Village Centre within an overall 20mph 
speed limit. Early funding is to be provided for a 20mph zone for existing roads, to include 
Pound Corner. 

These are transformational changes to the village which will introduce a pedestrian and 
cycle friendly environment which, coupled with the potential average distances from homes 
to the school, will make walking and cycling to the school a realistic and attractive option for 
the pupils and their families.  This is a marked change to existing travel options for families, 
who are currently constrained by the lack of safe pedestrian and cycle options because road 
access is via an unavoidable narrow road and the junction at Pound Corner which doesn’t 
have raised pavements.  

The school is potentially entering three key phases: 

(1) Building the extension.  During this phase, there is no change to the foot/cycle 
infrastructure.  There is a possibility of increased construction traffic on Old Vicarage 
Lane and Pound Corner.  There is no increase to pupil numbers.  The temporary car 
park established to south-east of school (on Old Vicarage Lane) will provide parent, 
staff and community parking and pedestrian access onto school grounds.  Access to 
this is via Pound Corner.  Safe walking to the school can only be along the existing 
pathway running along the back of the school, accessible by foot from Thornhill 
Road. 



   
 

(2) Growing the school.  On completion of the extension, the school will increase in size 
by c.35 children each year until 2028 when it will reach capacity.  This equates to an 
additional 5 children each year, in each year-group, from reception upwards.  
Pedestrian and cycle infrastructure will be completed during this phase, including the 
new community car park at the Community Centre Staff car park provided at the 
front of school on the site of the current car park. Parent parking is in the temporary 
car park.  The staff car park is available for community use outside of school hours.  
The temporary car park is for community and parent use, throughout. 

(3) School at 315 capacity.  Foot/cycle infrastructure complete.  New centre car park is 
complete for parents and wider community, linked to the school by a 3m wide 
cycle/footpath.  Temporary car park either remaining in place or removed at the 
option of the Parish Council.  Staff car park remains in place, specifically for staff use 
during school hours and for community use otherwise. 

The following principals apply: 

 A village school for village children.  The school’s expansion is based on the 
increasing number of homes.  Many families moving into the area will bring 1+ 
primary aged children, and the 35 additional places each year are unlikely to be 
taken up by 35 different families.   

 Out of area families will join the school.  This is an inevitability of school admissions.  
The school currently has an approximate 40 (local)/60 (out of area) % split.  The 
school is well known and popular across a wider area than South Marston itself.  
Spaces below the Published Admission Number (PAN) are legally available to all 
children – priority is given to siblings and locality.  SBC PAN growth is based on a 
number of factors including predicted build rate, forecasted demographic, churn, 
trends etc. 

 The option for ‘green’ travel to school is only now feasible because of the 
transformational changes planned for the village including the new foot/cycle 
infrastructure and community car park.  The school has an opportunity to aim for 
stretch targets, which can be stepped up as the different elements of the 
infrastructure are completed, such as the new permanent car park which is a 
walk/cycle/scoot distance from the school.  Targets might include: 

o 90% of families do not use a car for the school journey. 
o 100% of children can incorporate walking/scooting/cycling into their daily 

school journeys.   

Target setting should be aspirational and will unlock local authority funding to 
support the school’s developing green agenda. 

 School infrastructure must support the green travel initiatives.  Access into school 
from the foot/cycle paths and accessible spaces to secure bikes, scooters, helmets 
etc must promote and make easier the take-up of green travel options.           

 Working with the local community and in collaboration with the Parish Council will 
contribute to wider initiatives promoting the safe use of the village transport 



   
 

network.  Currently, this includes speed checking and lobbying for speed controls.  
Involving the local community in the school travel plan will help mutual efforts to 
make it as easy as possible for parents to find alternatives to cars for the school 
journeys, irrespective of where they live in relation to the school.  

The aim of this travel plan: 

 It supports and is adaptable to the opportunities and the challenges arising from the 
transformational changes planned for the community.   

 It promotes health and well-being for the children attending the school and their 
families. 

 It provides practical solutions to the potential for increased traffic because of the 
growth of the school, and to minimise the impact on ‘hot spots’ such as Pound 
Corner. 

 It supports the school’s aspirations to give all families as much opportunity as 
possible to use green travel options for all or some of their school route, 
irrespective of distance.  

This is a ‘live’ document and will be regularly reviewed.  This iteration will provide an audit 
of the current position and consider what steps the school could take in the future to 
capitalise on the opportunities presented by the planned infrastructure.  It will then 
consider the interim challenges and plan mitigation measures to keep children safe and to 
minimise pick-up and drop-off parking on village roads, prior to the new community centre 
car park becoming available. 
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