
South Marston Parish Council 

Response to Diocese of Bristol Education Act Consultation 

on the Expansion of South Marston School 

 

The running of this consultation and a similar process by Swindon Borough Council at the same time 

has been confusing for us and the community and we recognise the constraints placed on officers by 

the Covid restrictions. This Response follows our Interim Response, shared with the community, and 

the “virtual” consultation meeting on the 19th April 2021. The poor turnout was in contrast to that 

expected for “real” meeting and emphasised the importance of the Parish Council as the 

mouthpiece of the wider community. 

We accept the principle of the expansion of the school to 1.5 form entry. 

We are pleased that, latterly, the transformational changes to the school’s surroundings brought 

about by the village expansion and the need for these to be recognised in the design and operation 

of the school have been recognised. We continue to emphasise the need for adequate cycle etc. 

storage but recognise the school’s desire to retain flexibility until the expansion has bedded in. 

We note with approval the radical redrafting of the Context element of the school Travel Plan, which 

both recognises the cycle/footpath network to be provided under the Village Centre Design Brief 

commissioned by the Borough (plan annexed) and addresses the challenges of the interim stages. 

The separate Traffic Report to accompany the Planning Application should dovetail with this and 

similarly recognise the opportunities and challenges. 

We note that the admissions policy will endeavour to achieve a “village school for village 

children”, but within the regulatory requirements and that there will be challenges with levels of 

demand.  

The current scheme triples the size of the school but provides little additional hard surface 

for play or sport. We are told that it complies with regulations, but to date the Borough has 

refused to provide us with the evidence behind this. The Borough have also disregarded 

our reference to the Government’s guidance Build Bulletin 103: 

“In new schools, the total area of hard surfaced outdoor PE (zone X - W) should include:  
-use games area (MUGA), with three netball courts overlaid, 

with critical dimensions of 22m x 33m plus margins for primary pupils…… In existing 
schools, a similar amount of hard surfaced area should be laid out for games.” 

 

We consider that without at least a second netball court the provision is unacceptable. Will 

DBAT confirm that they will press for greater hard surface or provide satisfactory evidence to 

justify the current proposal. 

Note that the Parish Council have confirmed flexibility over the site area and shape and that 

the previous scheme included proposals for a joint use tarmac surface MUGA. 

 

 


