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South Marston  

Community News 

South Marston celebrates Christmas 

By Santa’s happy band of elves 

Just before Christmas, there was a great welcome for Santa, travelling from house 

to house on his visit to South Marston in his state of the art ‘sleigh’.  Children 

turned out to meet him at his many stops around the village and presents were  

distributed.  By the look on their faces, both they and Santa had a fantastic time. 

The comments received tell their own story: 

• Ginnie had a great time and was so happy with little treats from Santa. 

• Siren absolutely loved it! Hasn't stopped telling me about it.  Great! 

• That was so lovely.  Mase loved handing his letter to Santa. 

• What a fantastic night.  Thank you to all who organised and did this   

wonderful event for our children!   Amazing people . 

More pictures overleaf 



 

Santa and his  band of elves preparing to start their tour of the village. 

Dextor making an appearance as  

Rudolph - well done Tracy!  And  more 

happy children wanting to meet Santa . 



SMILE (South Marston in Lights Event) 

The top scoring decorated homes were:   

1 Pinehurst Cottage, Thornhill Rd, 1 Chapel Lane, 6 Bell Gardens, 

11 Greenfields and 2 Rawlings Close.   

Special mentions go to…………… 

Gordon Cottage and Jasmine Cottage - for beauty and simplicity. 

• Priory Lodge,  St Michaels and Ferndale Cottage -  for great welcomes along the 

gateways to the village. 

• Woodlands and 8 Ash Gardens - for dancing lights, blue rain and reindeer. 

• 2 Fuller Gardens - for dancing lights and candy canes. 

• Pigeon House Farm - a garden full of lights.  

• To everyone in Rawlings Close and Chapel Lane, where almost every house was 

decorated, well done for your joint efforts.  

Thank you all for taking part. 

 

Letters to Santa all received a reply! 



SOUTH MARSTON 
SPRING CLEAN UP 

 
By Mandie Olive, 

 

 

Please come and join us on our latest Village Clean Up event: 

  Sunday 15
th

 March 2020 

We would like to see as many residents as possible getting involved, 
including family groups.  It’s very rewarding seeing our village all 
clean and tidy, working in small teams and meeting fellow residents.  
Any time you can give will be much appreciated.  

 

Please meet at the Village Hall at 11am for safety briefing, allocation 
of teams / areas to cover and supply of equipment. 

 

Let’s all work together to keep South Marston a clean and safe place 
to live.  At the same time, we can do our bit to help the environment.  

 

If you are unable to join us, can you spend a few minutes tidying just 
outside your own property.  It all helps. 

 

For further information please contact Mandie Olive  on 07794076015 
or mamamandieolive@yahoo.co.uk 

Cat Care & Services 

 If you need help caring for your pet or are away from home and 
don't want the stress of the cattery, 'Cat Care & Services' will 
meet your’s and your pet’s needs. 

Our Visits will include: 

Lots of socialising, play, lap time and attention for your pet. 

Swindon and surrounding areas. £10 per visit, (visits are 1 hour)  

         Cat Care & Services:     Helen Spring: 0777 0767 916 

mailto:mamamandieolive@yahoo.co.uk


F&E Harris Memorial Trust Christmas Outing 

By Robbie Taylor 

 

51 pensioners were able to enjoy the trip to Stratford on Avon Christmas market where 

there were over 200 stalls with irresistible aromas of Christmas past and present.  A wide 

range of goods including arts & crafts, handmade decorations, candles, mosaic lanterns 

and much more were available.   Street foods on offer included roast turkey, suckling pig 

and stuffing, chipolatas and pulled pork.  The smell of crepes, fresh brownies and churros 

permeated the air, making us feel very tempted to try them all.   

Despite the rain, we were able to keep warm with some warm cider or mulled wine whilst 

trying to decide what treats to buy for our friends and families.  I did spy some villagers 

entering into the festive spirit sampling local gins, Baileys and other Christmas cheer.  

Before we left, we were able to listen and join in with the choirs and carol  singers       

performing live on stage.   We had a wonderful time experiencing all the winter delights 

of Stratford upon Avon’s traditional English Christmas market, including the Victorian  

carousel and barrel organ music.  The stall holders and independent shop staff were 

dressed in Victorian costumes helping to create a really magical Christmas atmosphere 

for us in the historical Stratford streets. 



South Marston School 

By Luke Maddison, Headteacher 

 
Term 2 has been a particularly busy term for children and staff at South Marston Primary 

school. 

On 11th November, we joined village members around the war memorial to think about 

the men from South Marston village who gave their lives during the First and Second 

World Wars.  Every year, we particularly remember Percy Cheesley who we know went 

to South Marston school. 

In early December, our School took part in an archery tournament along with Christian 

Malford and Sutton Benger Primary schools.  The tournament involved schools in this 

area who are part of the Diocese of Bristol Academies Trust.  It was held at the Deanery 

secondary school, Swindon’s newest school which is also part of DBAT.  We were 

pleased to take all our junior children, which was great experience for them all.  

December also saw the opening of our re-vamped school library (see photo  montage 

opposite).   The children were very excited to see how it has been transformed and were 

inspired by our two guest authors - Steve Antony and Debi Evans (seen below).  The 

children were very keen to take a book home from the library and Mrs Feline even over-

heard one child say, ‘I cannot wait to read this book!’ 



Mrs Feline said; ‘I am so 

thrilled by the response the 

new-look library has had 

and how many children I 

have seen over the last few 

days carrying a book.  All 

the hard work was worth it!  

I would like to take this    

opportunity to thank the 

F&E Harris Trust for their 

donation of a large sum of 

money for us to be able to 

buy some new books and 

beanbags. They have also 

bought plastic wallets for 

the children to transport 

their books to and from 

school.  We thank you for 

your support in this.  

I would also like to thank 

Shades Wraps for providing 

us with huge vinyl wall 

stickers, which really did 

brighten up the library, 

Dave Vinall for making a 

fantastic sign-post which I 

have painted, the Hovells 

and the Summerells for  

donating some chairs and 

everyone else who has  

donated their time to help 

to get the library ready.’ 

We are pleased to announce that we are taking part in the ‘Tesco bags of help’ grant 

scheme and that customers in Tesco stores can vote for our project to improve         

activities on offer to the children at lunchtime.   Please look out for the blue tokens in 

Tesco stores this January, February & March. 

I wish you all a happy and prosperous 2020. 

 

Mr Maddison 

Headteacher 



South Marston Gardening Club 
By Angie Newton 

Here are the 2020 dates for your diary.  All our events are held in South Marston Village 

Hall from 7:30pm to 9:30pm unless otherwise stated.  Annual Membership is just £12 or 

£3 entry fee on the door as a Visitor.   Please come and join us. 

January and February:  (No meetings) 

Monday 2 March:  AGM followed by “Cottage Gardening” by Tony Clear 

Monday 6 April:  ‘Herbalist’ by Davina Wynne-Jones 

Monday 4 May:  ‘The Florist’s Flowers’ by Alan Edmondson  

Monday 1 June:   Plant Sale   

Saturday 22 August:  Annual Flower and Produce Show  

Monday 7 September:  ‘Foraging’ by Fred Gillam   

Monday 5 October:  ‘Plants for Enthusiasts’ by Keith Ferguson  

Monday 2 November:  Workshop    

Monday 7 December:  Christmas Social and Quiz  

Defibrillators in our Village  
By Barry Thunder 

2020 is the fourth year of our Defibrillator lease with the South     

Western Ambulance Service.   We have two units, one outside 

the village hall and the other on the wall of the Carrier’s Arm's 

garage. 

 

Both units are available for use 24/7 and have a light to make it 

easier to use in the dark and to confirm that the humidity control 

heater is working. Tony Leathart is the coordinator of the team 

of volunteers that check these units every day to ensure that everything is in good order.  

A big thank you to all those involved. 

 

To use, simply press hard on the ‘The big red button’ and the drawer drops down giving 

access to the unit.  Take the unit out of its bag, open the lid and follow the verbal         

instructions given by the unit 

 

We are grateful that the F&E Memorial Trust have once again agreed to sponsor the full 

cost of these units for a further four years.  We are planning to look for a location for 

a third unit later in 2020.  

 

If you would like to know more, we hold annual training sessions in June at the Village 

Hall which are advertised in Community News and on noticeboards.   



 

 

 

 

 

Often the worst part for you and your cat is actually getting the cat in the carrier.  There 

are plenty of humorous stories about giving pills to a cat,  but we feel this could also  

relate to transporting your cat by carrier.  We often receive a last minute cancellation - 

‘the cat saw the carrier and escaped out the door’. 

To try and make the experience as stress free as possible, some hints and tips: 

• Try to avoid the link between the carrier and the dreaded visit to a cattery or vet.  

Encourage its use as a bed or somewhere treats can be found.  Hopefully, your 

cat will be less stressed if the carrier is seen as part of the furniture. 

• Choice of carrier can be very important.  It should be big enough for your cat to 

turn around in.  Some cats prefer enclosed, almost solid, sides whilst others prefer 

to be able to view around them.  Another consideration is how cleanable it is. 

• Cats like to feel secure, so have a soft blanket, hopefully one that’s familiar in 

smells and which can absorb any sickness or voiding.  A spare blanket that smells 

of home is useful in case of an accident soiling the first blanket. 

• A TOP OPENING CARRIER can be far less stressful when extracting a reluctant 

patient.  Carriers that can be dismantled so the cat can remain in the bottom half 

whilst being examined are also very good.  Top opening carriers may help with 

placing the cat in it, unless you’ve got the spread-eagled, stiff-legged, paws at four 

corners type of cat. 

• Place the carrier in the car so that it is secure, level, and cannot rock around.  Fix 

the seatbelt around the carrier, or place the carrier in a foot well. 

• Don’t  rush.  Cats pick up on our emotions, so our stress becomes their stress. 

• It can ease your cat’s comfort if you bring a cover or towel to place over the cage 

for the journey, or in the waiting room, and if desired on the consulting table. 

If you do have a particularly nervous cat, discuss it with your vet’s reception team.     

Appointments may be arranged at quieter times, with less chances of dogs being there.  

They may also have other tips that could  make things a lot less stressful. 

Taking your cat to the Vet 



Hoddinott’s Corner and Morse’s Lane 

By Sylvia Brown 

The Parish Council has a huge variety of items to discuss, but just occasionally,       

something unusual pops up.   A few meetings ago, we were faced with a real quandary of 

how to spell ‘Hoddinott’ - was it one ‘d’ or two?  It set a couple of us searching the        

internet, resulting in  information that we thought might be of some interest to our readers. 

Hoddinott’s corner is the 

sharp  right angle bend as 

you enter the village along 

Thornhill Road.   

The name comes from Henry 

Herbert Hoddinott, who lived 

at a house called Thorndale.   

In days gone by, this house 

stood on the bend as shown 

in this photo taken in the mid 

1990s.   

Henry was living there from 1902, having married into the local Sharps family who lived at 

Yew Tree House.   One of the Sharps family is commemorated on the War Memorial as a 

WWI fallen soldier.  Henry died in 1961 and was buried with his wife in South Marston 

churchyard.   

Thorndale was later the home of Zena May, clerk to our parish from around 1980, who is 

now clerk to Stanton Fitzwarren Parish Council.  Zena  kindly supplied the photo above.  

She has vivid memories of vehicles that never  quite managed to negotiate the bend and 

ended going through the hedge into her front  garden.  As you can see, the flooding   

problem in South Marston is not new - the water here is caused by a blocked drain on the 

corner itself.   

Thorndale is no more.  In the late 1990s, it was bought and demolished by the Keypoint 

site developers as they could never otherwise have managed to meet the noise          

conditions placed on the ‘Rail Link‘.   Keypoint was originally going to be a  ‘state of the 

art’ multi-modal freight depot rather than just warehousing.  Just one, perhaps two trains 

did  actually make it into the site in the early days, but the  location and the capacity of the 

main London-Bristol rail route meant it never achieved its purpose as a rail terminal.   

Some of us are quite happy that the site now houses the Bodleian  Library instead.    

In discussing this article, the history behind  another local road arose.  Morse ’s Lane is 

the single lane access road from Thornhill Road, which runs past the entrance to Oxleaze 

Wood. and then onto South Marston Farm.   



South Marston Youth Club  

A reminder of the new session timings for youngsters aged 8-16 years: 

We run fortnightly in the Village Hall on a Friday: 

  8-11 year-olds at 6.00pm-7.30pm 

 12-16 year-olds at 7.45pm-9.15pm 

 

Contact Julie Hatherall for more details or if you are wiling to be an adult helper 

A photo of the lane was chosen to grace 

the cover of our Neighbourhood Plan, to 

reflect  how strongly villagers said they felt 

about our ‘rural surroundings’. 

In years gone by,  the very end of the lane 

curved left as it approached the entrance  

to South Marston Farm.  It then went north 

across the fields to reach the centre of 

Manor Farm.    This used to be the main 

carriageway entrance to Manor Farmhouse 

and is shown on an 1886 OS map of South 

Marston.  All that is now left of the carriage-

way beyond Morse’s Lane is a short stretch 

of double hedge that  bounded its route.   

The Morse family lived at South Marston 

Farm for centuries, hence the name of the 

lane.  A William Morse married one of the 

Southby family from Manor Farmhouse in 

1689, whilst a later William Morse and his 

family were farming there as late as 1939.   

Another William Morse was the Chair of the Parish Council in 1917.  In the Parish Council 

minute book from the early 1900s, the state of Morse’s Lane crops up many times for  

always being muddy and under water - some  problems never seem to go away!   

On the matter of water, these minutes provide a fascinating commentary on residents ’     

access to a  water supply.  In 1905, 100 houses in South Marston were served by wells, 

and 7 by the canal.  Despite questions over the impact on health, those at a PC meeting 

(which included the major landowners the Bells and the Trenchards) all agreed that the 

provision of a mains water supply in the village was unnecessary.   In the end, the public 

water supply was insisted on by the Rural District Council, several years later. 



Parish Council News 
By Colin McEwen 

 

The recent wet weather highlighted the issue of flooding in and around the village.  On 

the positive side, the clearing of the pipes under the roads by the Carpenter’s Arms and 

at Hoddinott’s Corner proved effective and these roads remained clear of floodwater, but 

problems remain elsewhere.  

Potholes 

The potholes in the roads in the centre of the village are worse than I ever remember 

seeing.  Local roads are the responsibility of Swindon Borough Council as Highway     

Authority.  Anyone can and should report potholes by Googling ‘Swindon Pothole’ and 

following the ‘Report a pothole’ link to the Borough’s dedicated map.   Note that a      

pothole over 4cm deep has greater priority, so measure it if you can!   The Parish Council 

does not have any ‘power’ to repair roads. 

Roadside Ditches and Hedges 

Water coming off the field into the ditch along Old Vicarage Lane and then onto the road 

remains a longstanding problem.  Both councillors and OVL residents spent time with   

developers’ engineers for both the hotel and HHT sites to ensure that the issue is        

addressed in their sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS), once they are             

implemented.    SUDs  aim both to hold water back via storage ponds and underground 

tanks, and direct any outflow into swales and ditches to keep the water off the roads.  We 

will have to wait and see if these eventually help solve the problem.  

Generally, except where the Highway Authority has made a ditch or pipe to drain a road, 

the adjoining landowners are responsible for maintaining ditches and keeping pipes clear. 

The Borough can serve notices on landowners requiring that works are done, but this 

procedure is cumbersome. The position is similar for hedges. The Borough has said that 

it cannot authorise the Parish Council to take enforcement action ourselves. There are 

helpful leaflets online that give greater detail.  

  

Borough Council Finances 

The rise in the number of people requiring care, coupled with the cap on local             
government spending during the years of ‘austerity’, has placed an increasing burden on 
Swindon’s finances. Over half of our council tax is spent on this, which squeezes the 

money available for roads, policing etc.  At a recent meeting, we were told that an       
expected surge in spending on care will lead to a £50millon shortfall each year in 5 years. 

Senior Borough officers say that they are keen to find new ways of increasing the                  
cooperation with Parish Councils to deliver services to residents but, as previously said, 
they are struggling to ‘walk the walk’. 



Development 

Bellway Hotel Site: Work continues apace.  Old Vicarage Lane has been rendered a 

muddy mess at times, despite the developer’s efforts. The installation of tarmac roadways 

on the site and some drier weather should help!   Bellway anticipate the first  occupations 

in April/May and the sales office is now onsite. 

HHT: The Borough tell us that the final stages of the planning permission, the application 

for which was submitted in 2013, are ‘progressing well’…… we have been invited to an 

updating meeting in January.  

White Hart junction: Initial works have started by way of tree clearance etc.  Villagers 

who attended the recent presentation by the Borough at the Information Event held in the 

Village Hall will recall that the essence of the improvement is to add an extra lane to the 

outside of the existing roundabout, with a new ramp to the A419 going north.   This 

should involve comparatively little disruption to traffic.   Junction 15 on the M4 will be a 

different matter, but we still don’t have a start date for this. 

The Paddock: A revised application for the paddock adjacent to the Crown Timber site 

has been submitted, this time for just 6 houses,  There is now an improved flood storage 

area and a footpath to the village.   Whilst having no objections to the principle of         

developing this site, we asked that there be a traffic chicane to make the crossing safer 

and to be a possible part of the village’s 20mph zone. 

Ranikhet development:  In addition to the 

two new houses off Chapel Lane, which 

have been granted,  a  proposal to build a 

further house in the front garden of       

Ranikhet  was recently submitted.   

Significant concerns came from many local 

villagers about the access to the site and 

the  impact on the cultural heritage of    

Ranikhet and its association with Alfred 

Williams.  These were  reflected in the   

Parish Council response, and we now 

await the Borough’s decision on this.  This 

photo was taken in 1963. 

Alma Cottage - an application for a house behind Alma Cottage opposite the Village Hall 

has been refused on the grounds of unacceptable backland development. 

Faster Broadband  

Over 200 households and businesses have registered with BT/Openreach as being 

‘interested’ in having fibre broadband.  As if by magic, Openreach contractors have      

appeared in the village to verify the viability of just such a system.  I spoke to the Open-

reach surveyor who was reasonably confident that fibre would be installed by the end of 

2020. 



      Tots and Toddlers 
        By Francesca Peart 

 

Hope you all have had a lovely 

Christmas.  

Here are some photos of the 

Tots and Toddlers Christmas 

party.  

We will start back 8th January.  

We wish you all a happy 2020. 



 
 

 

 



 Growing Squash in  

South Marston 
By Terry Long 

 
I’ve grown squash in my vegetable plot for several years 

and they can take up a lot of space.  So this year I        

decided to try to grow them vertically.  During early spring, 

I constructed a frame using a series of posts and scaffold 

type plastic fencing, reaching about 7 feet high.  As well 

as pegging this to the ground, a series of guy ropes were 

attached to trees.  A trench along the bottom of the fence 

was filled with compost and vegetable leftovers.   

I usually grow the Uchiki Kuri (orange round) variety, but 

with a large amount of surface area to grow in, I decided 

to add a different variety, known as Coquina.  This squash 

looks and tastes very similar to Butternut, but has softer 

skin and are easier to peel. 

I grew approximately 15 of each to allow for any seeds 

that did not propagate, and ended up planting 10 of each 

type either end of the fence with a small gap in between.  The squash plants were prolific 

and exceeded the height of the fence, with some even growing down the back.  Also, 

some of the plants grew through the fence and continued producing fruit. 

Regular feeding with a vegetable feed and plenty of watering produced a bumper crop of 

squash.  Pictured below are some of the squash we harvested.  The Uchiki Kuri squash 

mostly ended up looking and tasting the same as usual, whilst some of the Coquina grew 

in strange shapes, sizes and colours.  

We are guessing that they crossbred with the Uchiki Kuri, as we did have 2 of those grow 

long and thin, but were still orange. The Coquina squash were the same orange colour 

inside as Butternut and we used them to make delicious squash soup, chilis and curries.   



Coquina Squash Soup 
 
1 Coquina squash (approx. 1kg), peeled and chopped into 2cm cubes 

1/2 teaspoon chilli flakes or powder to taste 

2 cloves garlic grated or crushed and a diced onion 

2 tsp ginger crushed 

Salt and pepper to taste 

400 ml of coconut milk made from coconut powder or 1 can  

400 ml vegetable stock (1 x stockpots) 

Olive oil and additional coconut powder and water as required.  

Method 

1. Put the cubed squash into polythene bag and pour in 1 tablespoon of the oil, 

close and shake the bag to cover all of the squash. Empty contents of the bag 

into a pan and place in the oven to roast at 180 degrees for 45 minutes.  

2. Put the remaining olive oil in a large saucepan and add the diced onion. Fry 

on a gentle heat with the lid on for 5 minutes until softened but not brown. Stir 

occasionally. 

3. When the onions are softened, add the garlic, chilli flakes and ginger and fry 

on a low heat for 2 minutes. 

4. Add the coconut milk, bring to the boil, add the roasted squash then simmer 

for 30 minutes. 

5. Turn the heat off and blitz with a blender until smooth. 

Friendly Club 

The South Marston Friendly Club was established to serve people aged 50 and over who 

live in the local communities.  Our aim is to provide sociable events which will interest 

members, arrange speakers to give talks, demonstrations and music to achieve a diverse 

selection of activities to stimulate interactive  discussion with the speakers and members.   

The Club has an annual membership fee of £15 per person  and is run by an elected 

committee of club members.  We receive some revenue from raffles, book sales and   

other fundraising, including the tombola stall at the summer fete.  The generosity and 

support of our members allows a subsidy to be applied to the coach costs on our outings.   

We meet every 2nd Tuesday of the month at the Village Hall and visitors are always very 

welcome.  Tea, coffee and biscuits are served after our meetings, giving you time to get 

to know everyone.  

Tuesday 14th Jan,  2pm  Social Afternoon with Quiz, Bingo and Mince Pies 

Tuesday 11th Feb, 2pm         A Lifechanging Trip – Sailing around Great Britain; a 

talk by Anthony Burdall 

Tuesday 10th Mar, 2pm        The History of Chedworth Roman Villa - by Martin    

Papworth from The National Trust 

For more information, please contact Sheila on telephone number 828545. 



2020… Can you believe it?   It does seem like yesterday that we were waiting for the 

turn of the new century and all of the celebrations that surrounded that.  Remember the 

Millennium Dome, the exhibition it held and all the arguments and controversy that   

surrounded it. 

20 years later we live in a very different world.   Things have changed; some things for 

the better, some not.   Things will continue to change.  That seems to be inevitable.  

Those changes are close to home; sometimes literally. 

You only need to look at the homes springing up on the site of the old hotel to see     

evidence of that change.  

New families will become residents of South Marston; there will be new neighbours and 

new children at the school.  The village will look and be different in a year ’s time, let 

alone 20 years’ time. 

But as the Church continues to stand in the centre of the village, we are reminded that 

some things will remain the same.  The building is a reminder of God ’s care, love and 

provision for the world, very much including South Marston!  It is a sign of consistency 

in an ever-changing world. 

The bible is full of assurances and promises of God in the world, even in a changing 

world.  The book of Ecclesiastes, especially the passages made famous by Pete     

Seegar’s song, ‘Turn, Turn, Turn’.  

There is a time for everything.  A reminder that the world does indeed continue to turn, 

that life goes on  - but the theme running through Ecclesiastes is that God is always 

there even amongst all the change, even when He seems to be far away. 

As well as God’s presence in the world, there will be other things that are constant in 

the ever-changing South Marston.  

I am sure that the kind of warmth and welcome that I have received over the past     

couple of years since my arrival will be felt by those starting a new chapter in their lives 

as they move into the village.   And my prayer is that those new neighbours will feel part 

of a larger family  -  and feel the blessings of living here and share their own blessings 

with those around them,  making South Marston an even greater place to be. 

Mark Tidey, Team Curate 

South Marston Church News 
Seeking, sharing and serving God together  

Dear friends,  



The Meeting Point 

 10:00am – 12:30pm in the South 

Marston Village Hall  

 

Join us at our coffee morning with a 

table top sale. Tables cost just £2.50 

for  villagers, £5 for non-residents 

and free to village organisations.  

Saturday Scene  
4 to 5.15pm at St Margaret’s Centre, 

Kenwin Close, Stratton  

 

A very friendly welcome to families 

(from babies to grandparents).  We 

create crafts, have fun, have a time 

of worship with a story and a song 

and then finish with tea.   

Join Us at Our Services 

January 5th 11am Family Service South Marston Church 

 11th 10am Meeting Point  South Marston Village Hall   

 11th 4pm Saturday Scene St Margaret’s, Stratton 

 12th 9.30am Holy Communion South Marston Church 

 26th 9am Holy Communion South Marston Church 

February 2nd 11am Family Service South Marston Church 

  8th 10am Meeting Point South Marston Village Hall   

  8th 4.pm   Saturday Scene St Margaret’s, Stratton 

 9th 9.30am Holy Communion South Marston Church 

 16th 11am Team Service Coleview 

 23rd 9am Holy Communion South Marston Church 

St Mary Magdalene Church in winter 



SMRA 
By Angie Newton and  

Jenny McEwen 

 

Village Hall Christmas Tree  

Yet again, we thank the Wildern  family 

for donating the tree for the outside of 

the Village Hall.  It looked spectacular.  

A big thank you to the volunteers      

this year: Rachel, Steve, Johnny, Reg, 

Russell, Kath, Mary and Andy.  

 

Football in South Marston   

Are you interested in football?  Would you like to see it continue in the Village?  

We are looking for a responsible volunteer with a keen interest in football to help         

coordinate line marking, grass cutting and be the point of contact for the teams who play 

at South Marston.  For many years, this has been carried out by Chris Maul from the 

Spitfires, who is now too unwell to carry on.  The football revenue helps to pay for the 

upkeep of the  Recreation Ground from which all villagers benefit.   

The 100 Club 

The 100 club is the village lottery and is SMRA’s longest running 

fundraiser.  For only £12 a year for a number, you’ll be supporting 

the upkeep of the Recreation Ground as well as having the 

chance to win £10 each month, £30 each quarter and £100 at 

Christmas.   

Please help us by becoming a subscriber or take out an additional 100 Club 

number.  See the leaflet enclosed with this edition of Community News. 

Many congratulations to our 100 Club winners for  November and December 2019 

and a big thankyou to all our collectors for their work throughout the year. 

£10 No. 4 Mary Williams  £10 No. 37 Arthur Rimmer    
£10 No.  111 Andrew Newton  £10 No. 50 Barry Saunders  
£100 No. 49 Tracey Cook  
£10 No. 84 Jodie Woolhouse  £10 No. 77 Maureen Haywood 
£10 No. 121 Eileen Lester  £10 No. 37 Arthur Rimmer  

Contact either Angela on 07789068340 or Jenny on 825312 for more information on any 

of the above.   Alternatively pop along to an SMRA meeting held in the Village Hall @ 

7:30pm on the second Wednesday each month.  



South Marston Summer Fete.  Kirsty Feline writes:   

During the summer months, on a Saturday afternoon, the Village Recreation Ground is 

the venue for our annual summer fete.  It is a fantastic event, bringing the local (and the 

wider) community  together to enjoy games, stalls, food and drink and a funfair.   

The event cannot take place without the commitment of volunteers, so we are looking for 

new members to join our Fete committee.  If you think this is something you would like to 

volunteer your time to, please contact Kirsty on kirstyfeline@hotmail.com by the end of 

January.   Unfortunately, if we do not have enough volunteers, the fete will not happen in 

2020.  

 

South Marston Village Hall  

The Village Hall is used for 

private parties, in particular 

children’s parties and other 

family celebrations. 

We also host yoga, kick-

boxing  and community 

events.  Our regular users 

include  Tots and Toddlers, 

Gardening Club, Friendly 

Club and Meeting Point.    

If you would like to book the Hall, which  has a fully fitted kitchen,  the hire is from only £6 

an hour.   Please contact Rachel Case on 07741549393  

mailto:kirstyfeline@hotmail.com


Hello and  

Happy New 

Year! 
by Sharon Robinson 

 

I’m pleased to introduce myself 

as your new Editor of Community 

News and Website Administrator.  

Having already received a warm 

and comprehensive welcome 

from the volunteers of the Parish    

Council and your Parish Clerk, I 

have discovered that there is much more than meets the eye to South Marston.  

The thriving sense of drive and passion within the community is infectious and 

fares well for the upcoming extensive developments and the  expansion of the 

village. 

I am looking forward to using my expertise in communications to keep you       

updated and informed on South Marston; past, present and future. 

I myself have seen changes to villages first hand, with my childhood spent    

growing up nearby in the village of Shrivenham.  I currently live in Swindon and 

have 2 young children at primary school in Blunsdon village.  I am also a      

volunteer for a weekly Girlguiding unit in Highworth. 

I aim to meet with more of you in the near future; in the meantime you can 

reach me at editor@southmarston.org.uk 

Alison Thunder, who has been involved with the Communications Working 

Group since it first began, has stepped down due to increasing demands 

from her other  commitments.  We would like to thank her for the significant 

work she has put in over the past years.   Alison was a prime mover in the 

production of the South Marston Welcome Pack and, in particular, showed 

great initiative in securing the sponsorship which funded it. 



 

About Community News 

 

South Marston Community News is produced by the Communications Working Group of 

South Marston Parish Council. Although funded by the Parish Council, the Editorial 

Board of Community News  operates independently and aims to produce an impartial, 

community focused magazine which is of interest to all  residents.        

Community News is produced in partnership with our printers, Orchard 

Press (www.Orchard-Press.co.uk) and sponsored by Eneco, which    

manages South Marston’s solar farm (www.eneco.co.uk)  

Any enquiries can be addressed to editor@southmarston.org.uk 

Useful Contacts 
South Marston Parish Council 686150 clerk@southmarston.org.uk  

Wiltshire Police Community Support,  PCSOs Kelly & Lishman 0845 4087000            

Neighbourhood Watch: martinhoffen@smsinternet.co.uk 01793 823513 

South Marston Church: via Stratton Team Ministry 827021. Church Warden   Richard 

Sansum 831473. PCC: William Hiscocks, Diane Gambles, Mary Crichton and Dorinda 

Balchin. Meeting Point:Richard 831473, Saturday Scene: Donald 825693.   

South Marston Church of England Primary School: 823379   

SMRA: Angela Newton 832034, Julie Hatherall 07749211867 

Village Hall hire: Rachel Case on smra@sky.com 07741549393  

Youth Club: Julie Hatherall 07749211867,  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk 

Tots and Toddlers: francesca_peart@hotmail.co.uk  07716 277877 

F&E Harris Memorial Trust: Robbie Taylor 823757  

Gardening Club: Mike New on 827807; Friendly Club: Sheila Jinks on 828545  

Facebook page: Hazel on andrewshazel@yahoo.com 

Swindon Dial a Ride: 521123 

Swindon Streetsmart 445501 or streetsmart@swindon.gov.uk 

This issue of Community News is the third and last to be produced by the volunteers on 

the Communication Working Group.  I can honestly say it has been a rewarding        ex-

perience.  I have certainly learned more about the production process and how     im-

portant it is to communicate regularly with our many contributors.  Sharon Robinson is 

our new Communications Officer,  and she introduces herself in the article opposite.  All 

the Communications Working Group members wish her well in her new role.  She can 

be contacted via the editor@southmarston.org.uk email address.   

Thank you for all your support over the last 6 months,     
Sylvia Brown 

mailto:andrewshazel@yahoo.com


Your local 

family-run, 

trustworthy 

garage.   

NEW SERVICE: Car collection & delivery  

Book your car in for work or a service and 

we will now collect and deliver your car 

within a 5 mile radius home or work, sav-

ing you the bother and hassle!  We also 

offer the use of a courtesy car should it be 

needed.  

To celebrate this new service, we are 

offering 10% off your first bill.   

Come and visit us at Nightingale Lane, 

South Marston, SN3 4SL or call on 821360 

for more details.  

  

Happy New Year from All at The Carpenters Arms. 
 

We are busy planning our new menu and specials for 2020, including a 70’s Style 
Steak Night (we all remember the Berni Inn Menu),  

We also have an advert in the Link Magazine where you can cut out a 10% off 
food voucher which can be used in January and Febuary, so please bring it along 

when you visit. 

We hope to see you, whether it be for a meal or just a drink and a catch up with 
friends.  

Please check the advertising boards at the pub for updates, see our facebook 

page@thecarpentersarms1 ??  or call us Tel; 01793 822997 

We look forward to seeing you soon Clare, Claire and The Carpenters Arms 
Team 


