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South Marston  

Community News 

M 
anor Farmhouse lies to the south of the existing village accessed via the 

Leaze bridleway off Old Vicarage Lane.  It is built on the site of two quite 

separate dwellings -  the original manorial house and adjacent farmhouse,  

both of which were part of ‘The Manors of South Marston and Stanton’.     

The earliest dwellings are thought to have been medieval, but in subsequent     

centuries, the buildings have been variously demolished, rebuilt, gentrified and, 

eventually, in Victorian times, joined into a single dwelling.   

Whilst the buildings on the site have always been associated with farming the land 

to the south of the village, improvements in the 17th Century took place under the 

then owner John Southby of Carswell, the High Sheriff and Member of  Parliament 

for Berkshire, on behalf of his son Anthony.   

By 1664, Anthony Southby and his wife Anne had made the house their home, and 

at least 4 generations of the Southby family were subsequently baptised,  married 

or buried at South Marston Church.  There are memorials inside the church to both 

Anthony and his son Henry Duke Southby. 

Manor Farmhouse 

By Linda  and Richard Swift 



According to her will, Anne Southby, the widow 

of Anthony’s grandson, was still living in the main 

house in 1772.  A year later, her son  Richard 

Southby subscribed to the Andrews &  Drury 

map of Wiltshire.  This shows him laying claim  

to ‘South Marston House’, although he may have 

moved to Highworth where he was an attorney. 

In Victorian times, the Southby family had       

departed and a succession of owners and tenant 

farmers were in  residence.  A Reverend       

Peebles purchased both the manor house and 

manor house farm in 1833.  

The two separate dwellings might suggest a farm manager’s family living in the larger 

dwelling and farm and domestic workers in the smaller structure (opposite). which had 

what looks like a large kitchen and scullery outbuilding. Two ingle nook fireplaces and 

bread oven survive today. 

The 1840 Highworth Tithe map shows the footprint of the old manor house, but by 1885, 

the Ordnance Survey map shows a more grandiose building, featuring a prominent bay 

elevation.  It is reasonable to assume the original manor house was probably demolished 

and replaced by a William IV style two storey building that connected up to the original 

three storey farmhouse.    The new wing had taller ceilings - shown by the different 

heights of the  windows in the photo of the western side today (below).  Interestingly, a 

turret staircase (which is still evident) is said to be of ‘the exact proportions to descend 

with a coffin’. 



South Marston Youth Club  

New term starts in September for youngsters aged 8-16 years 

A reminder of the new session timings: 

We run fortnightly in the Village Hall on a Friday: 

  8-11 year-olds at 6.00pm-7.30pm 

 12-16 year-olds at 7.45pm-9.15pm 

Additional adult helpers are still required to ensure we can continue to provide Youth 

Club activities for the young people in our village.  If you can help, contact Julie 

Hatherall on 07749211867,  smyc0307@gmail.com  

A Manor Farmhouse tenant in the nineteenth century would have had some 300 acres of     

pasture land, most of it on the south side of the Oxford Road just inside South Marston 

Parish.  Whilst he was sending meat and milk to urban areas and London by rail, he still 

found time to make and store cheeses in the south side of the farmhouse.  There is a 

strong local tradition of cheese rooms in South Marston and, at Manor Farm, we have 

evidence of a loft pulley hoist and hatch that would indicate such use.   

Between 1915 and 1928, Alan & Eric Carlton, whose father was the Swindon Loco Works 

Manager, lived at the Farmhouse.  They eventually sold the estate to the Rawlings family,  

but in the 1970s, the house and land was finally dispersed into different ownerships.  

We still have some original features …but not in use today!  There is a bread oven and 

the “Easy Stove”  circa 1929.   

Interestingly, the old 

door into the ‘business’ 

side of the farm was 

made     deliberately 

small to    discourage 

its use for domestic   

purpose! 

 

We have been here for 

34 years and who 

knows what is next for 

the old place? 



 

SOUTH MARSTON  

AUTUMN CLEAN UP 
By Mandie Olive 

 

Join us on Sunday 22
nd

 September 
Please come and join us on our latest Village clean up event.  We would like to see as 

many residents as possible, including families, getting involved.  It’s very rewarding     

seeing your village all clean & tidy, working in small teams & meeting fellow residents.  

Any time you can give will be much appreciated.  

Please meet at the Village Hall at 11am for safety briefing, allocation of teams / areas to 

cover & supply of equipment. 

 

Let’s all work together to keep South Marston a clean & safe 

place to live whilst, at the same time, helping the environment.  

 

If you are unable to join us, can you spend a few minutes tidying outside your own    

property?   It all helps.  For further information,  please contact Mandie Olive  on 

07794076015 or mamamandieolive@yahoo.co.uk 

Nigel Hole writes: After previous clean-up events, we decided we needed some  

quality, durable litterpickers, with a good grip on those annoying crisp packets and empty 

bottles.  Research was needed!    

One of our team saw that ones being used by Birmingham's City centre staff 

looked quite useful and a very helpful lady at their offices gave us a lead to 

their suppliers.  A site visit to one factory provided us with a free sample and 

we were sent  another one by post.  Anne Featherstone and I duly headed 

out onto Thornhill Road, taking turns to try each one for an hour’s litter pick.  

Surprisingly, the cheaper one got both votes. It was lighter to hold, had better 

grip  and  was easier in the hand with no pressure points.  

A good result, which meant we were able to present a justifiable case to the 

Parish  Council for funding to buy them and support all the keen volunteers 

that come out on  a  regular basis to keep the village looking clean and tidy.  

So when we all turn out on the 22nd September, there'll be twenty pristine, 

shiny new litterpickers for us to get out there and beat the litter bugs. 

mailto:mamamandieolive@yahoo.co.uk




A reminder about bonfires:  Don’t spoil the autumn days for your neighbours by 

careless lighting of bonfires during the day.  Its still warm enough to be out in the 

garden  during the early eventing or have windows open, and a thoughtless    

bonfire can be distressing and annoying! 



T 
here is no easy way to face the loss 

of a beloved pet. They are an inte-

gral part of our lives as well as part 

of our family, and their passing is felt in a 

similar way to the passing of any other 

family member.    

When our furry companions pass away, 

this causes great feelings of grief and loss.  

While it can be quite unfair, there might be 

people in your life that don’t understand the 

depth of what happened and might not be 

as supportive as you require during this 

time.  However, it is important that you take 

the time you feel necessary to process this 

on your own terms.  It is also important to 

support other family members, especially 

children, as depending on their age, they 

may not be able to articulate their feelings 

clearly.  

Unfortunately, sometimes it can happen 

suddenly and without much warning.   If , 

however,  you are considering euthanasia, 

many practices offer pre-euthanasia               

consultations to clear any questions you 

might have and explain what will happen 

next.  It also may be possible to arrange a 

home visit in advance if that is something 

that would be preferable.   

If possible, decide on the final resting     

arrangements beforehand.   

Drove Veterinary Hospital has been  

awarded Platinum Accreditation status 

with ‘Compassion Understood’ in recog-

nition of additional training that staff 

members have undergone to enable 

them to provide   comprehensive support 

and end of life care. 

Grief is an intensely personal experience 

and there are many ways to cope with   

bereavement and loss.  Do not hesitate to 

reach out to your regular veterinary sur-

geon during this difficult time.  

For most people, their vet will be familiar 

with the pet, know their quirks and will 

know how you are feeling.   They have 

counselled many other owners and, if  

required, they are able to provide       

contacts and help to find the right grief 

counselling service for you.   

Our pets hold a very special place in our 

lives. Not going through the proper      

motions of bereavement, whatever those 

may mean for you, can be very            

distressing.  

Take your time, make sure to do it in the 

right way for you and your family and take 

comfort in the precious memories that 

you have created together. 

Bereavement and Pet Loss 



Thanking our Village Volunteers 
By Barry & Alison Thunder 

 

W 
orking together, the Allotment Working Group and the Open Spaces Working 

Group organised a village wide ‘Thankyou’ event for key members of the village 

groups that do most of their volunteering out of doors.  Over 40 volunteers 

gathered at the Gazebo in St Julian’s woodland on a windy, but  dry Sunday  afternoon.  

With the sun making a welcome   

appearance, everyone was able to 

meet those from other groups, make 

new contacts and share their very 

varied experiences.   

We spent the afternoon enjoying 

Pimms, and eating freshly made 

cakes and scones served with 

strawberry jam and Cornish  clotted 

cream, all baked locally on Sunday 

morning and delivered directly to the 

Wood by TT Linnet's of Highworth. 

Together with our village volunteers, we were also able to thank Amy from the Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust, and Graham from Swindon, who is a trained volunteer and comes with his 

own chain saw!   We were also pleased to welcome our parish clerk, Kevin Morgan, and 

his wife Georgina, who joined us for the afternoon.   

Volunteers are integral to our village way of 

life and ensure that we can maintain the 

village for all to enjoy,  At the same time, 

they get the chance to be outside in the 

peaceful    scenery of the woodlands and 

fields that surround us. 

Over the last twelve months the Open 

Spaces Working Group has been involved 

in managing the woodlands at St. Julian’s, 

Oxleaze and Orchard Meadow with grass 

cutting, wildflower planting and many other 

ongoing tasks. 

Over at the allotment site, where we have 60 plots, the volunteers cut the grass, maintain 

the flower beds and manage many other ongoing maintenance tasks as well as growing 

their own crops. 



Another group has supported us at the Village Garden & War Memorial with planting of 

flowers and shrubs in the new flower beds. 

Unfortunately, rubbish continually makes its appearance alongside our roads and       

pathways around the village but we have a dedicated team who organise litter picking 

mornings every few months and also spend additional days out in their yellow jackets 

clearing the worst areas to try to keep our village clean and tidy. 

Many other outside events have taken place over past months such as Halloween,  

Christmas Carols, Easter egg hunt and activities with Wiltshire Wildlife, Community 

Speed Watch and of course our very own Village Fete.  None of these would happen if 

we did not have our volunteer organisers and our band of helpers.  Our thanks go to all 

our outdoor volunteers. And we must not forget that other groups of volunteers are busy 

within the village, all helping to make South Marston a great place to live.  

Why I’m a volunteer 
By Pam Jackson 

T 
hree and a half years ago, my family and I moved to South Marston.   We were 

quite apprehensive about leaving friends and neighbours from our previous home 

of 18 years to join a community where we didn't know anyone.                    

 

The morning after we moved in, Barry & Alison Thunder knocked on our door and      wel-

comed us to the village.  This immediately made us feel that we had reached the right 

decision in relocating to South Marston. They handed us a draft Welcome Pack and 

asked us if we could provide feedback on the contents, giving us our first opportunity to 

contribute to life in South Marston. This led to an invitation to join the Communications 

Working Group which produces ‘Community News’.  

 

My husband and I soon found that there were numerous opportunities to get involved in 

village life.  Joining the Open Spaces volunteers working in St. Julian ’s Wood gave us a 

chance to meet new people, whilst at the same time helping to improve the environment. 

Working on the planting at the Village Garden provided an opportunity to work alongside 

a different group of volunteers.  Similarly, litterpicking activities give a strong sense of sat-

isfaction in making our village look its best.  Delivering ‘Community News’ has taken us to 

different areas of the village, to which we may otherwise not have ventured. More recent-

ly, my husband took on a Neighbourhood Watch Street Coordinator role, which has led 

him to make more new contacts.  

 

My advice to anyone moving into the village would be to get involved in voluntary work as 

soon as possible, there being many different opportunities available. I guarantee that by 

volunteering you will meet a lot of friendly and welcoming people, who will make you feel 

you are at home in the village, whilst gaining the satisfaction of making a real difference! 



Parish Council News 
By Colin McEwen 

 

 

Development 

Well, it’s started!   

After years of nothing happening on the ground, Bellway 

Homes are making rapid progress with the former hotel 

site development of 70 houses.  The photo supplied by 

Sheila Jinks shows the moment of demolition of the Old 

Vicarage, which will be replaced by a ‘statement’ house in 

similar style using recovered material.  Following some 

early hiccups, including when Thames Water  surprised 

everyone by digging a trench across Old Vicarage Lane 

and stopping traffic, things seem to be going smoothly.   

 

Our major developers, HHT, continue in negotiation with the Borough over the finer 

points of the conditions to their permission for the expansion of the South Marston village 

to the south and  the  creation of Rowborough.  We haven’t heard anything new. 

 

Members of the Strategic Planning Working Group continue to meet with Borough       

Officers and develop ideas for how community assets provided by the development, both 

in the village and wider parish, are best provided and maintained in the long run.  There 

is no national best practice and arrangements in the previous expansion areas have led 

to variable outcomes.  We are now calling on our Borough Councillors to play a part in 

helping us work with the Borough to find an appropriate solution.   

 

The three way agreement required for the long lease of part of the Recreation Ground for 

the expansion of the school together with the compensatory transfer of the field behind 

Bell Gardens to the Parish Council  has finally been signed and sealed.  This will permit 

the scheme to be put to the Borough’s Cabinet for approval and the design process to 

start again.  One day, one day…..! 

INFORMATION EVENT 

THURSDAY 3RD OCTOBER VILLAGE HALL 3PM TO 6PM 

Borough Officers will be attending to display the Final Plans for  

Gablecross and White Hart, Junction 15 and A420 Junctions. 



 

Broadband: Can you help? 

Residents are finding the 4G “superfast” broadband supplied by UKB via various  retailers 

unsatisfactory.  Personally, I have registered between 7mbps and 17 mbps at various 

times of the week and some residents cannot receive the service because of line of sight 

issues.  UKB has recently been taken over by Three and this may (!) lead to offering a 5G    

service.  

We have been chasing up on the provision of fibre cable to the Bellway site by Open-

reach, but have yet to winkle out how exactly this might be used to supply existing     

properties at least cost.  

A small group is forming to pursue options in a systematic way.  If you have expertise and 

would like to volunteer, or have information to offer, please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Swindon Borough’s Local Plan Review 

The Borough is reaching a crucial stage in making changes to their Local Plan which will, 

when adopted, apply to all development to 2036. 

 

Residents have  until the 23rd September  to respond on the changes to policies on 

housing and employment areas,  and the scale and management of development. 

The highlights of the proposed changes for South Marston are: 

• No new housing or employment areas in the parish beyond what was allowed under 

the current Local Plan 

• Creation of one policy covering the New Eastern Villages, to include expansion of 

South Marston village.  This retains all the crucial aspects of previous policies but 

would now refer explicitly to our Neighbourhood Plan. 

• A specific policy that ensures multi-dwelling proposals contain housing that can be 

adaptable for the elderly. 

 

The Parish Council has met the Head of Forward Planning Officer to  help develop some 

of the detail that we consider important.  The next stage will be publication of the draft 

revised Local Plan which will then go forward for independent examination.  One of the 

issues our Parish Council has to decide is whether to revise our Neighbourhood Plan to 

amend or add policies that can dovetail with the overall revised Local Plan.  

Visit www.swindon.gov.uk/localplanreview to view and respond to the  consultation. 

http://www.swindon.gov.uk/localplanreview


Annual Flower and Produce Show  
By Angie Newton 

 

W 
e had an amazing turnout for our Annual Flower and Produce Show on 

Saturday 17 August.  A total of 37 people entered over 200 exhibits. These 

exhibits all had to be judged and marked accordingly and this task was  

taken on by 4 different judges who take the judging very seriously.   

As soon as judging is  finished,  

the winning      certificates are 

placed out accordingly.  Doors 

then open at 5pm and people 

are very keen to see if they 

have been lucky enough to 

win.   

The cups and trophies are 

mainly won by the total     

number of points awarded, so 

the more classes you enter the 

more chance you have of    

taking home a cup or trophy.    

This year we had an unusual visitor - a green Hawk Moth larvae - which I’ve been        

informed is unusual, as brown are the common ones and apparently they love fuchsias!   

Well done to the following 2019 winners: 

Challenge Cup (Vegetables and Fruit) – Michael New  

Geoff Sansum Trophy (Best Standard Fuchsia) – Richard 
Sansum  

Hanging Basket Cup – Rosemary New  

Rose Bowl (Flowers and Plants) – Jenny McEwen 

Bill Smith Trophy (Best Dahlia in Show) – Mary Case  

Flower Arrangers Cup – Rosemary New & Angela Newton 
(Joint) 

Photography Cup – Jenny McEwen  

Cookery Trophy – Rosemary New  

Craft Trophy – Jenny McEwen   

Best Exhibit in Show Cup – Rosemary New for her    
Hanging Basket 

RHS Banksian Medal for the largest total amount of points 
in the whole of the Horticultural classes – Angela Newton  



Under 5 years – Raine McElroy for her 

Decorated Biscuit 

Six to 8 years – William Case for his 

Wooden Monster 

9 years to 11 years – Ryley McElroy for 

his Shortbread Biscuits which the judge 

said were beautifully presented and 

tasted exquisite.  

Best Exhibit in the Children’s Section – 

William Case for his Wooden Monster. 

Thank you to all that entered and supported us on the day and 

we hope to see even more of you entering next year.  



South Marston Gardening Club 

By Angie Newton 
 

Fete 

We would like to say a big thank you to all those that kindly baked cakes for our stall and 

those that supported us on the day.  

Upcoming Meetings  

Monday 7 October @ 7:30pm to 9:30pm: 

Speaker: Geoff Hodge of Peterborough  

Luscious Lawns – Lawn care for Perfect Lawns 

British lawns are renowned across the globe as being the best of the best.  Or are they? 

Some are in desperate need of some timely TLC, especially after recent adverse weather 

patterns and years of use and abuse. 

So if your lawn isn’t the green, green grass at home that Tom Jones would be proud of, 

Geoff shows you how to ensure it stays luscious, thick and green.  Good enough to make 

your neighbours green with envy.  

Free entry for Gardening Club members; or £3 on the door for non-members. 

 

 

Monday 11 November @ 7:30pm to 9:30pm 

‘Build a Bug Hotel’ Workshop  

Gardening Club members free, non members £10.  

If you would like to take part and build a Bug Hotel, please 

book your place by Friday 25 October.  Please note payment 

will be due when booking.  

 

 

Full membership of the Gardening Club costs just  £12 a year.    A warm welcome awaits 

you at meetings, along with tea and cake as well as an optional raffle. 

For more information please visit the website: https://southmarston.org.uk/clubs-

activities/gardening-club/ or contact Mike New on 827807 or 07999914751 or Angela 

Newton on: 07789068340 or email: angelanewton01@gmail.com 

https://southmarston.org.uk/clubs-activities/gardening-club/
https://southmarston.org.uk/clubs-activities/gardening-club/
mailto:angelanewton01@gmail.com


South Marston Welcome Pack 

By the Communications Working Group* 

Many years ago, when we all thought housebuilding in South Marston was just around 

the corner, the Parish Council decided we should develop a pack to welcome our new 

residents.  This would tell them about the area, about local services and community  

facilities, and provide all the information they need to start their life in the village. 

With the first major housing development well on its way, we finally had the impetus to 

complete this work.  Fortunately, production of the pack has been wholly financed 

through the advertising it contains.  Our printers, Orchard Press, have been very patient 

and helpful as the group struggled to finalise the contents.  

We think it’s important that 

existing residents receive 

a pack to know how we 

are promoting the village  

to our new neighbours.  

Over the next few weeks, 

every house will receive a 

pack, either hand delivered 

or via the post.   

The inserts are Getting 

Started, What Goes On, 

Open Spaces and History, 

all referring to life in South 

Marston.  There is also a 

contact list and a specially 

commissioned waterproof 

map of the village.  

Whenever we talked to villagers about this project, the reaction was very positive and 

the group is immensely grateful for all the help and encouragement received.  This   

included endless checking for up to date information on contacts and services,   proof-

reading and chasing down the last bit of information to complete the pack.   Thanks are 

also due to the delivery team who have agreed to add the pack to their rounds when 

Community News is delivered.   

* The Communications Group members are: Sylvia Brown, Barry & Alison Thunder, Tony 

Leathart and Pam Jackson.  



Creating a diary of the changing village 

By Sylvia Brown 

A 
s well as the Welcome Pack, The Communications Group has also       

embarked on a project to map the changes in the village over the next few 

years.  We have been working with villager Matthew Sansum, who        

volunteered to take drone pictures from relevant locations, and he has supplied 

us with a tremendous first batch of aerial views. 

Above  you can see the ex-hotel site being developed by Bellway Homes,      

showing the new road layout and the old Vicarage undergoing demolition.  

Church Ground is at the top of the picture and the green space on the left hand 

side is the southern end of the Recreation Ground.  The ploughed field on the left 

is part of the area behind Bell Gardens that will form the extended Village Centre.  

The new Village Hall and car park will be constructed at the points where the new  

road  abuts the edge of the Recreation Ground. 

 

Earlier in the year, Matthew flew his drone from the allotment site and took high 

level views looking south over the village.  Greenfields and Highworth Rd are mid-

right of the picture.  The green rectangle in the centre is the  now-ploughed field 

shown above, with the new Symmetry Point warehousing in the distance. In the 

future,  we will continue to add to our visual diary of change in the village. 



Tots and Toddlers 
By Francesca Peart 

I 
 hope everybody has had a brilliant    
summer holiday.  

 

Tots and Toddlers is now back with new 
toys, activities and books.   

If you have children or grandchildren, 
come and join us at the Village Hall,  
every Wednesday  during term time 9am 
-11am. 

Teas, coffees and snacks provided for 
£2 per family.  

Hope to see you there. 



This is my last letter for the magazine because George and I 

are on the move.  After 11 years with you, I am leaving for a 

parish in Lichfield Diocese.  Which is a bit of a shock as I did 

think I would stay here until I retire, but God has different 

plans!   It was not something I was looking to do, but when I 

was asked out of the blue to look at the post, I felt I couldn’t 

ignore it.   It became obvious that this was in His plans for 

George and  myself after a rigorous discernment process.  

So it’s all change. There will be a period of ‘vacancy’ while a parish profile is put        

together, then an advertisement is placed in the ‘Church Times.’  Once this is done and 

interviews take place, if someone is offered the post they should move in three months 

later.  Like any recruitment, exact dates and information will be fluid depending on     

responses to the advertisement and the suitability of those applying.   I am sure the 

Church Wardens will keep you informed. 

My last service in Stratton Team Ministry will be held at 5pm on Sunday, 6th October in 

St. Margaret’s Church. If you would like to attend, please let the Church Wardens know.  

On October 24th I will be Licensed as the Vicar of St. Luke’s Cannock and it would 

mean a great deal if people came to support me at that service. A coach has been 

booked, leaving St. Margaret’s Centre at 4.15pm,  so if you would like to come, then 

please let June Lewis know - the cost is £15 each and a deposit is required of £5.  

South Marston and its church will always have a special place in my heart and       

memories.  Living in the Vicarage and visiting you at Christmas and meeting you at the 

various important events in your lives was a happy time.  Your little church is so very 

special and the small congregation works so hard to keep it open for you.  

As you can imagine after this length of time my emotions are very mixed.  Change is 

never easy to cope with, but we have a heavenly Father who cares for each of us and 

He will support us.  Let’s keep each other in our prayers in the coming weeks and 

months. 

With God’s blessing now and in the future, 

Vicky Fleming, Priest in charge 

South Marston Church News 
Seeking, sharing and serving God together  

Dear friends,  



 

Month Day Time Event Location 

September 8th   9.30am  Holy Communion South Marston Church  

 15th 10.00am Team Service Stanton Fitzwarren Church 

 22nd   9.00am Holy Communion South Marston Church  

 29th  10:00am  Team Service St Margaret’s, Stratton 

October  6th 11.00am  Family Service South Marston Church  

  6th   5.00pm Farewell Service St Margaret’s, Stratton 

 12th 10:00am Meeting Point South Marston Village Hall   

 12th   4.00pm Saturday Scene St Margaret’s Centre, Stratton 

 13th   9.30am Holy Communion South Marston Church  

 20th 10:00am  Team Service St Margaret’s, Stratton 

 27th   9:00am  Holy Communion South Marston Church  

November 3rd 11.00am Family Service South Marston Church  

  9th 10:00am Meeting Point South Marston Village Hall   

  9th   4.00pm Saturday Scene St Margaret’s Centre, Stratton 

 10th 10.00am Act of Remembrance War Memorial 

The Meeting Point  
Come and join us at our coffee morning with a table top sale, every 2nd  Saturday of the 

month in the South Marston village hall from 10:00am – 12:30pm.  

Please book a table early. It costs just £2.50 for people who are village residents, £5 for 

non-residents and free to village organisations. Come and meet friends, chat and  enjoy 

catching up on the latest news. 

 

Saturday Scene  
We offer a very friendly welcome to families (from babies to grandparents) and give an 

informal space every 2nd Saturday in the month to explore together the Christian 

faith.  We create crafts, have fun, have a time of worship with a story and a song and 

then finish with tea.   

We meet 4 – 5.15 pm at St Margaret’s Centre, Kenwin Close, Stratton St Margaret.  

Join Us at Our Services 
At South Marston Church unless otherwise stated 



ID  The  Trees 
By the Open Spaces Working 

Group 

On Wednesday, 7th August a host 

of lovely village people gathered at 

St Julian’s Woodland to find out 

more about the trees there.   

Amy Blount from Wiltshire Wildlife 

Trust with her colleague Elsbeth, 

showed us what to do. 

We looked, we touched, we researched and 

identified.  We had a really good time.  

The wood is planted with a mix of oak, ash, 

spindle, wayfaring tree, wild cherry, hazel, 

hawthorn, alder, field maple among many 

others.  

We searched and recorded what we found.  

We created and we wrote.   

Do we now know more about the trees?   

YES, we sure do!   

Look out for the labels.  These, 

and our footsteps, are all we left       

behind us. 

Many thanks to the organisers, the Open 

Spaces Working Group, F & E Harris Trust 

for fully funding the event and to Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust who are our woodland         

partners in St Julian’s Wood. 



Well Done Winners! 
Congratulations to our 100 Club winners for   

July and August.  

£10 No. 67 Steve Hatherall 

£10 No. 1 Lee Kilfoyle 

£10 No. 30 Jill Sansum 

£10 No. 73 Barbara Rudnik 

 

£10 No. 109 Janet Cave-Ayland   

£10 No. 7 Reg Kilfoyle  

£10 No 50 Barry Saunders   

£10 No. 98 Dot Bird  .  

Brass Rubbing in the Woods 
By Barry Thunder 

 

In recent weeks, 

we put back these 

plaques onto a 

new platform by 

the side of the  

Gazebo in St 

Julian’s woodland. 

 

Originally these 

were mounted on 

various different 

tree stumps along 

the path, but age 

and weather were 

rotting the wood 

and making the 

plaques insecure. 

 

The new mounting is a team effort using a variety of donated woods together with some 

help from volunteers on a Network Rail teambuilding day, Donald Page with the wood 

working and the Open Spaces team. 

We hope the local children can learn the art of brass rubbing or simply enjoy the five 
woodland images. 

The 100 Club is an annual  subscription of £12 

with the chance of winning £10, £30 or £100. All 

profits are used to support the maintenance of the 

Recreation Ground and the Village Hall .  

For more information, or to join, please  contact  

Angela Newton, Chair of SMRA on the contact 

details  printed on the back page of this edition  



Friendly Club 

If you live in South Marston and are over the age of 50, then you are welcome to come 

and join us at our meetings in the Village Hall.  We offer a wide range of  interesting talks 

and trips for the members. 

Our July trip was a lovely bright sunny day out enjoyed by everyone.  We spent time at 

the  market town of  Banbury with its colourful baskets and troughs full of flowers.  Just 

behind the new shopping area is the canal with its lock and  many narrowboats.    

Later, we made our way to the centre of Oxford to board a scenic river cruise to           

Abingdon, passing through Christ Church Meadows, Iffley and Sandford Locks. 

Programme for 2019 

Tuesday 10th Sept at 2pm            A Talk by John Hughes ‘A Career in the 

Metropolitan Police’ 

Tuesday 17th Sept at 9.15am       Coach Trip to Sherborne Castle, Dorset 

Tuesday 8th   Oct at 2pm              Yoga for Everyone with Silva Cooper 

Tuesday 15th Oct at 12 noon        Harvest Lunch at Blunsdon House Hotel  

Tuesday 12th Nov at 2pm             A talk by Iris Smith ‘A Victorian Christmas’ 

Tea & coffee are served after our meetings, giving you time to get to know everyone.  If 

you are interested, or would like to learn more, then please contact Sheila on telephone 

number 828545 for further information. 

F&E Harris Memorial Trust 

The Trust has pleasure in  announcing all eligible South Marston pensioners will receive a 

Christmas Hamper again this year.  The Christmas Market Trip this year is to Stratford 

Upon Avon on 6th December 2019.  Eligible pensioners should contact Mary Cooper 

(823530) or Robbie Taylor (823757) or robina.taylor@btinternet.com 

mailto:823757robina.taylor@btinternet.com


 

About Community News 

 

South Marston Community News is produced by the Communications Working Group of 

South Marston Parish Council. Although funded by the Parish Council, the Editorial 

Board of Community News  operates independently and aims to produce an impartial, 

community focused magazine which is of interest to all  residents.        

Community News is produced in partnership with our printers, Orchard 

Press (www.Orchard-Press.co.uk) and sponsored by Eneco, who man-

age South Marston’s solar farm (www.eneco.co.uk)  

Any enquiries can be addressed to editor@southmarston.org.uk 

Useful Contacts 
South Marston Parish Council 686150 clerksmpc@Southmarston.org.uk  

Wiltshire Police Community Support,  PCSO’s Kelly & Lishman 0845 4087000            

Neighbourhood Watch: Martin Hoffen martinhoffen@smsinternet.co.uk 01793 823513 

South Marston Church: Priest-in-charge,Vicky Fleming 827021. Church Warden   

Richard Sansum 831473. PCC: William Hiscocks, Diane Gambles, Mary Crichton and 

Dorinda Balchin. Meeting Point:Richard 831473, Saturday Scene: Donald 825693.   

South Marston Church of England Primary School: 823379   

SMRA: Angela Newton 832034, Julie Hatherall 07749211867 

Village Hall hire: Rachel Case on smra@sky.com 07741549393  

Youth Club: Julie Hatherall 07749211867,  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk 

Tots and Toddlers: francesca_peart@hotmail.co.uk  07716 277877 

F&E Harris Memorial Trust: Robbie Taylor 823757  

Gardening Club: Mike New on 827807 Friendly Club: Sheila Jinks on 828545  

Swindon Dial a Ride: 521123  

Swindon Streetsmart 445501 or streetsmart@swindon.gov.uk 

T 
his issue of Community News has been collated and published by volunteers on 

the Communication Working Group and we hope that the high standards we set 

ourselves haven’t slipped as a result!    

We will embark on recruiting a new Communications Officer in the early  autumn and 

part of the role will involve our planned upgrade of  the village website.    

Continue to use editor@southmarston.org.uk for all submissions to future Community 

News editions  and thank you for all your support.  

Sylvia Brown 



Your local 

family-run, 

trustworthy 

garage.   

NEW SERVICE: Car collection & delivery  

Book your car in for work or a service and 

we will now collect and deliver your car 

within a 5 mile radius home or work, sav-

ing you the bother and hassle!  We also 

offer the use of a courtesy car should it be 

needed.  

To celebrate this new service, we are 

offering 10% off your first bill.   

Come and visit us at Nightingale Lane, 

South Marston, SN3 4SL or call on 821360 

for more details.  

  
 

Did you know we are now serving freshly baked pizzas on a 
Tuesday and Wednesday evening? 

We will be starting a collection service in the next couple of 
weeks which means you can call, order your pizza, garlic bread 

and chips and they will be ready for you to take when you arrive  

Please check the advertising boards at the pub for updates, see our            
Facebook page @thecarpentersarms1 or call us Tel: 01793 822997 

Clare, Claire and the team look forward to seeing you soon 




