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South Marston  

Community News 

O 
n Saturday 29th June, the sun shone over one of our biggest ever 

summer village fetes.  Families from near and far gathered on the  

Recreation Ground to enjoy live music, displays, performances, 

games, food and drink and much more.   

Brought back by popular demand, the classic car show saw the  convoy  enter to 

the tune of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, played by the Highworth Silver 

Band.  Parked alongside two steam rollers, we had over 20 classic cars, including 

a range of MGs from Swindon MG Enthusiasts Group, Rolls Royces, a 1957      

Austin Healey as well as Noddy’s car!   

We were also treated to a wonderful display of amazing model aeroplanes from 

Swindon Model Aero Club.  Both displays were thoroughly enjoyed by all.  My 

dad was not seen for most of the afternoon; he was like a kid in a sweet shop! 

Music, Motors and Fun at the Village Fete 

By Kirsty Feline 



The Dog Show was a huge success despite 

the hot weather.  The dogs were taken great 

care of by their owners and Vanna.  Extra   

precautions were put in place due to the 

weather, and the judge was very considerate 

too. A huge thankyou to all who supported the 

dog show, including Arden Grange and Trophy 

Swindon Ltd. for the wonderful prizes for the 

different  categories, which included AV puppy, 

best veteran, best child handler, most hand-

some dog and best 6 legs! 

Families gathered in the shade of the beautiful oak tree to enjoy live music from The 

Highworth Silver Band and food from Day’s Catering and The Mosham Island Grill.       

Closing the fete with a lovely chilled acoustic sound was Katie Morris Acoustic – I 

think this was one of my favourite parts of the day – sitting on the grass with my two 

boys, in the sunshine, listening to the beautiful sound of Kate’s voice, unwinding with a 

cool glass of G&T from our bar, provided by The Carpenters Arms and an ice-cream 

from Guiseppe’s.   

We saw performances from Defence Lab Martial 

Arts, Britannia Majorettes and Miniettes, Farell 

School of Irish Dance and South Marston School 

Dance Club.  It was wonderful to see the children 

so passionate about what they do, and it was a 

great setting for them to perform to their friends 

and family. 

The children were thoroughly spoilt with the fun-

fair from Reeds, storytelling from Mr. C, games 

underneath the oak tree, provided by Prospect 

Hospice, character walkabouts, including Paw 

Patrol and Super Heroes, provided by             

Skywalker’s.  I believe I even saw children play a 

game of Giant Connect Four with Jessy and 

Woody from Toy Story!  

The fancy dress 

competition was 

very popular and it 

was lovely to see so many imaginative costumes,     

including a baby bee and Toothless from How to Train 

Your Dragon.   

Thank-you to everyone who entered and well done to 

all our winners, who received cash prizes donated by 

the F&E Harris Memorial Trust.   



The children of South Marston School had been busy creating bunting to decorate our 

small marquee.  Robbie Taylor had the difficult job of picking a winner from each of 

the four classes. After much deliberation, Robbie decided to choose the winners 

based upon which bunting flag made the most impact on her and she chose Reagan, 

Josh B, Kerrin and Arwyn.  Well done to all and congratulations to the winners who 

each received a voucher for a family day out to a local attraction, including Roves 

Farm and Butterfly World.   

A huge thankyou to everyone who paid a   

donation to the school to get Mr Maddison 

and Mrs Feline into the stocks. Our target 

was £50 and we  managed to smash this 

and raise a whopping £105!  We were also 

grateful to the Friends of South Marston 

and teachers who gave up their time to run 

the refreshment stand and stalls to raise 

further funds.      

This year we also saw the return of the 

Tug of War Competition, with teams 

from South Marston School Teachers, 

Swindon Rovers Football Team, the Air 

Cadets, the Old Post Office B’n’B and 

the Vinalls.  Each team put up a great 

fight, but the winner’s cup and case of 

beer (donated by Arkells Brewery) was 

won by Swindon Rovers Football team.  

The Grand Draw was, once again, a huge success.  Over £1,900 worth of prizes were 

donated by local businesses and ticket sales raised well over £1,000.  Congratulations 

to all of our winners and thanks again to all of our wonderful prize donators.   

Words really cannot express how fantastic it feels to be part of such a great village 

community.  It was wonderful to see so many volunteers pulling together to erect the 

marquees, put up bunting, collect hay bales, organise stalls and demonstrations,    

collect tables, put out cones, mark out parking and everything else that went into the 

day.   

Someone once asked me why I put so much effort into organising the fete when I 

don’t get anything in return (because I do it voluntarily).  My simple answer is I do get 

something in return - I get to look out of my bedroom window every day and see a 

beautiful village green where my children play daily and which is the home-ground of 

my husband’s football team.  South Marston Recreation Association is a charity run by 

volunteers, chaired by Angela Newton, who give up their time to look after and    



 

maintain our fantastic Recreation Ground and our lovely village hall. The money 

raised at the fete goes to the SMRA to allow them to continue their work, as well as to 

village organisations, the school and local businesses. So far, we believe the SMRA 

raised over £1,500; the school over £500 with the Gardening Club and Youth Club 

each raising over £100 each.   

Once again, a huge thankyou to everyone for such a memorable day, especially to the 

Fete Committee – Angela Newton, Jenny McEwen, Mary Case, Vanna Leathart, Vikki 

Rath, Carlea Matthews, Andy Hinder and myself.  Our only complaint of the day was 

that the fete did not go on for long enough! I quite agree and for this to happen, we 

would need to extend the number on the committee. If you would like to join us, 

please let us know. What a great day; looking forward to doing it all again next year! 

Kirsty Feline. 

Well Done Winners! 
Congratulations to our 100 Club winners 

for  May and June.  

£30 No. 86 Mike New 

£10 No. 55 Ros Liddard 

£10 No. 34 Julie Hatherall 

£10 No. 83 Mary Case 

£10 No. 67 Steve Hatherall 

£10 No. 30 Jill Sansum 

£10 No. 103 Stacy Woolhouse 

£10 No. 8 Richard Haine  

£10 No. 118 Lisa Farrelly 

The 100 Club is an annual  subscription 

of £12 with the chance of winning £10, 

£30 or £100. All profits are used to     

support the maintenance of the Village 

Hall and Recreation Ground. For more 

information, or to join, please  contact  

Angela Newton, Chair of SMRA on the 

contact details printed on the back page 

of this edition.  



Bees a Buzz in South Marston 

T 
he Community News team are delighted to  

introduce you to Ryan and Michelle who, 

along with their daughters, have located 

three beehives in a peaceful location within 

South Marston  village. 

From initially watching a documentary on television 

about bees and how to keep them, they were inspired 

to become beekeepers as a hobby. 

They started their journey last year with basic bee-

keeping training with two hives and looked for a 

peaceful rural area in which to locate them.  Having 

chosen the village earlier this year for one hive, they 

are now preparing to move more of their bees into two additional hives. 

They harvested their first honey in May, which has 

been tasted by some lucky residents from the   

village.  

Initial tastings were met with appreciative acclaim 

for its appearance, texture and taste. This has 

made them very happy indeed and encouraged 

them to work toward producing more. Currently 

they are not selling their honey commercially, but 

hope to do so shortly. 

They are very proud now to be a part of South 

Marston’s village activities. 

Bee facts: 

 The familiar black-and-gold Honeybee is almost unmistakable. There are     sev-

eral species of hoverfly that look similar, but they have much larger eyes. 

 Bees have 5 eyes and 6 legs 

 Honeybees harvest nectar and pollen from flowering plants 

 Male bees in the hive are called drones and they do not have a stinger 

 Worker bees are females 

 Honeybees live in large groups called colonies 

 An average beehive can hold around 50,000 bees  



South Marston Youth Club  

Seeking Committee Members and   

Helpers for September 2019 

 

We 
 are seeking committed, reliable people to join our thriving Youth Club 

team, providing a club for individuals aged 8-16 years.  

We run fortnightly on a Friday: 

  8-11 year-olds at 6.00pm-7.30pm 

 12-16 year-olds at 7.45pm-9.15pm 

You do not need to stay for the whole night, you can stay for both sessions or 

just one, we are very flexible and would be grateful for any time you can offer. 

We meet in South Marston Village Hall and you will need to be able to get 

yourself to the sessions. 

You would be required to help set up the equipment and prepare the tuck 

shop prior to opening and, after closing, to pack the equipment away and 

clean the hall with the rest of the team. 

During the session your main responsibilities would be to help supervise the 

children either in the building or outside ensuring that a good standard of    

behaviour is adhered to and generally engaging in conversation with the 

members should they wish to talk to someone and participate in various     

activities such as rounders or pool.  

You will be supported by the existing volunteers and the Committee.          

Volunteers must be aged 18 years and over but we do have opportunities for 

people aged 16+ to gain experience in a Youth Work setting. It will look great 

on your CV and is a fun way to gain experience in youth work. 

No previous experience necessary - just enthusiasm and a desire to make a           

difference in your community. It may even be possible to develop some new 

skills,  access training or even kick-start a new career...  

You will need to complete a short application form and provide two referees. 

You will be asked to attend a brief, informal interview at one of the Youth Club 

sessions. You will also be required to complete a DBS check (paid for by the 

Youth Club). We are seeking volunteers to start in September 2019. For more 

information please contact Julie on Tel: 07749211867 or email:                 

smyc0307@gmail.com 



Canine Reproductive Health:  
the Birds and the Bees  

For most people, puppies are an instant source of happiness with their silly ways and 

their lovable  puppy eyes. But there comes a time in every puppy's life when he or 

she is going to stop being that cuddly, tiny ball of fur and start to mature.  

Depending on their size and breed, dogs will reach sexual maturity at different times: 

for small breed dogs, this can happen at 6 months of age or even earlier, and for 

large breed dogs it usually happens a little later. When bitches reach sexual maturity, 

hormones will start playing their role, and they will start coming into season, which 

can lead to unplanned pregnancies. After every season or heat, which usually      

happens twice a year, there are hormonal changes that physically prepare them for 

pregnancy.  

If the bitch is pregnant, these changes will ensure the pregnancy goes well. If she ’s 

not, this hormonal cycle can sometimes cause physical and behavioural alterations 

that are not needed or wanted. This is known as a false or phantom pregnancy, and 

you can notice signs as if she were actually pregnant, such as lethargy, loss of      

appetite, nesting, nursing, a swollen belly and even secretion from the mammary 

glands.  Even though these signs will usually resolve on their own, a false pregnancy 

can be a cause of distress to the bitch.  The only way to prevent it is by removing this 

hormonal influence, which can be achieved by spaying. Spaying is a routine          

procedure where the ovaries and uterus are surgically removed.  This will not only 

put a stop to all the inconvenient hormonal alterations and physical signs of a false   

pregnancy, but it will also have many other advantages, such as:  

• Decreased risk of mammary cancer,  

• Reduced risk of life-threatening uterine infections (pyometra),  

• No unplanned and/or unwanted litters.  

As you're aware, unplanned litters can lead to a rise in the number of abandoned 

dogs.  But to tackle this problem from all ends, we also need to consider the other 

side of the equation of making puppies – male dogs. Neutering male dogs consists of 

the surgical removal of the testicles.  As with spaying, this is a routine procedure that 

carries a low degree of risk for your dog. It offers other health benefits for him as well, 

such as the reduced risk of prostate disease and reproductive cancers.  It can also 

help increase your dog’s lifespan as he will be less likely to get into trouble from 

roaming and fighting. Plus, it can help reduce the occurrence of some unwanted   

behaviours such as mounting and aggression.  

If you'd like to know more about canine pregnancy, reproductive health and          

neutering, don't hesitate to talk to your vet. 

Drove Vets can be contacted 24 hours a day, 365 days a year on 01793 522483. 



Fom the top: sweet peas, marigolds and 

sweet william 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verity Davidson 

December 1941  - June 2019 

Active as a volunteer in the community and 

for  Prospect Hospice for many decades, 

Verity will be very much missed by family 

and friends. 

Fibre Broadband  in 
South Marston? 

 
BT OpenReach have been digging in 

Thornhill Road to lay a fibre supply to the 

new development at the hotel site. 

The obvious question is how existing     

residents get connected up.  OpenReach 

offer communities a partnership - once  

registered,  a  price will be quoted but this 

depends on the number of residents willing 

to sign up.  However, this isn't as simple as 

it sounds since  the price will also depend 

on how close to each resident the fibre 

connection is, or will be, once other       

developments start to happen. 

As a first stage, the Parish Council has 

registered on the OpenReach site and will 

continue to investigate the potential to  

connect up existing residents.  



Allotment News - Not Just Peas and Potatoes! 

By Alison Thunder 

A 
s well as growing fruit and     

vegetables, many of my fellow 

allotment holders are growing 

flowers to add extra colour and 

to encourage our local bees and 

butterflies to help pollinate the flowers on 

our fruit bushes and vegetables.  

Here are a few facts about some of 

the plants currently flowering on the      

allotments, despite all the rain and wind! 

If you are interested to share your         

gardening tips with others and would be 

happy to write a small article for          

Community News, then please get in 

touch with the editor. 

Agapanthus  

Known as Lily of the Nile, their name 

comes from the Greek meaning  ‘love  

flower’. 

Sweet William  

Dianthus barbatus, Sweet William, is a 

species of flowering plant in the carnation 

family, native to southern Europe and parts 

of Asia. It has become a very popular    

ornamental garden plant. 

Sweet Peas 

Sweet Pea is a flowering plant in the genus 

Lathyrus in the family Fabaceae (legumes), 

native to Sicily, Cyprus, southern Italy and 

the   Aegean Islands.   It is an annual 

climbing plant, growing to a height of 1 – 2 

metres (3 ft 3 in – 6 ft 7 in), where suitable 

support is available. 

Delphiniums 

A firm favourite of many gardeners, 

but delphiniums can sometimes be a     

challenge.  They prefer moist, cool       

summers and do not fare well in hot, dry 

weather. The plants also dislike sudden 

wind or rain., so definitely a challenge this 

year.  Except for the dwarf perennials, 

most delphiniums need staking. 

Marigolds 

Marigolds are a favourite, no-fuss annual 

that can bring the colour of sunshine to 

your garden, as well as butterflies, bees, 

ladybugs, and other beneficial insects. 

Give them full sun and some well-draining 

soil and watch them bloom from late spring 

until the autumn.  
Delphiniums prefer moist, cool summers 



Parish Council News 
By Sylvia Brown 

Keypoint Energy Centre 

Much to the disappointment of residents, councillors and Borough officers, the     

planning inspector allowed the appeal by developers of the gasification plant which 

had been refused planning permission by Swindon Borough.   The  saving grace is 

that the inspector is insisting on a list of conditions which will be extremely tough to 

meet, and mitigate what might have been some of the  worst effects on air pollution.   

Before any work can start, the developers have to satisfy the Environment Agency 

that  the technology, which is not yet decided upon, can meet far tougher targets than 

would otherwise apply, particularly in emissions of nitrous oxide.  The fuel used must 

only be  RDF (refuse-derived fuel), which is processed non-hazardous residual waste, 

not raw waste, and it must be transported to the site in covered wagons. 

Development 

On a brighter note, Swindon Borough officers have managed to overturn, by judicial 

review, a decision of a planning inspector which relates to roads inside the new ware-

house development at Symmetry Park on the A420.  The developers wanted this to 

be a private road, whereas the New Eastern Villages wished it to be a spine road for 

internal NEV traffic.  A simple explanation of the outcome is that the increase in traffic 

on the A420 would be less than it would otherwise be - an outcome  for which we can 

all be grateful.  

Information Event in May 

Many villagers, including some we had not seen attend previous such events, took 

the opportunity to see plans and talk to us and Borough Officers about the latest news 

on the New Eastern Villages development.  In particular, we had on show the agreed 

plans for the old hotel site, including the landmark dwelling to be constructed in place 

of the old vicarage.  Whereas we are all sad to see the vicarage finally demolished, it 

was clear that it was beyond saving.  

Road Infrastructure Improvements  

Work is soon to start on the road improvements at the White Hart.  A further round of 

consultation events (see opposite) is being mounted by Swindon Borough Council on 

these and the plans for Gablecross roundabout, as well as the Southern Connector 

Road which will take some of the New Eastern Villages traffic south of the A420 down 

to Commonhead.  If you cannot get to these events, then search online for ‘Swindon 

New Eastern Villages’ and click on transport infrastructure - this provides plans and 

construction dates.   



Annual Parish Meeting 

Held at the end of May, this was the opportunity to hear about what the  Parish 

Council has been doing over the past year, and to see how we earn and spend our 

money.  For those who could not attend, our Annual Report summarises what was 

said and this is being delivered to all households alongside this issue of Community 

News.  We are pleased to announce that, since the meeting, our accounts have   

successfully passed the internal auditor process. 

Welcome to our new Councillor 

We are very pleased to have a new parish councillor who has agreed to be coopted, 

leaving us with just one vacancy.   Andy Carter introduces himself below: 

‘I have lived in South Marston for the past 8 

years with my partner Sarah Watch. I decided it 

was time to give something back to the       

community.  There are going to be a lot of 

changes to the village over the next few years 

and I thought that my experience in the financial 

services and the building industries would   

complement the existing skills of the other    

parish councilors.   

I enjoy baking and I’m known as the Muffin 

Man.’ 

 

Farewell to Tanya Gray 

Tanya was employed on a 6 month contract as our Communications Officer and has 

spent that time acting as editor of Community News and taking charge of the website 

and social media accounts.  During that time, she has also produced a report on  

potential improvements to the website, which the Council will be considering at their 

next meeting.  Tanya has now found permanent employment, and we thank her for 

her sterling work and wish her the very best for her future.  We will be continuing to 

produce Community News every two months - use editor@southmarston.org.uk for 

submissions or queries. 

Swindon Borough Council Consultation Events on  

ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE for the NEW EASTERN VILLAGES 
 

• Saturday 20th July - 9am to 12:30pm at Grange Leisure Centre 

• Wednesday 24th July - 1:30pm to 6:30pm at Coleview Community Centre 

• Thursday 25th July - 3pm to 8pm at Hoopers Field, Wanborough 

 



South Marston Gardening Club 

Annual Flower & Produce Show 

  Saturday 17 August 2019 
 

H 
ave you ever attended this great annual Village event either showing or just 
to view?  You may not be into showing off your home-grown produce but 
what about your prized hanging basket or houseplant, what about your   
cooking and baking skills or even your flower arranging talents?  

 
We have a long list of various types of flowers to show from Dahlias to Sweet Peas 
and cooking skills from jams to curds and sausage rolls to pickled onions. We also 
have the traditional victoria sandwich, fruit cake, scones (fruit and/or cheese) and 
shortbread. This year our “flavoured” cake is “Salted Caramel”.  Do you have an  
amazing salted caramel cake recipe that you believe is a winner?  
 
If none of these appeals to you what about a photograph of either a “Spiders Cobweb” 
or a “Church Window”?  These are our two photography categories this year. We also 
have various categories for showing your handcrafts from metal to wool and anything 
in between and a home brew section.  
 
There’s something for everyone so what are you waiting for?  
 
We haven’t forgotten the children so they can enter too.  Age 5 years and under 
“Decorated Biscuit”, 6 to 8 Years “Branch/Wood Monster” and 9 to 11 Years “Baking 
(anything)”.  
 
 
To register your entries, pop along to the Village Hall the night before 
(Friday 16  August) between 7 – 8:30pm.  
 
If you are not up to entering this year, why not come along to the Village Hall at 5pm 
to view the entries and “eye up” the competition for next year.  At the same time enjoy 
homemade cake and a cup of tea or coffee. There will be a raffle and auction of  any 
donated exhibits at the end of the show at 5:30pm. Entry fee 20p per adult payable on 
the door. A very warm welcome awaits you.  
 

If you would like a copy of the full  
schedule and entry form please 
contact either Mike New on 8277807 
or Angela Newton 832034 



South Marston Gardening Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Autumn Colour” by Pete and Bob Biggs  

 

Monday 2 September 2019 
 

Pete and Bob are local growers based in Wanborough, Swindon.  
 

Their Nursery is on an old chalk quarry and was set up to grow herbs, herbaceous, 
unusual and hard to find plants.  They purposely grow as many of their plants as 

possible using peat free composts and with no chemicals.  They specialise in herbs 
and flowers for medicinal and culinary use and aromatic, unusual and rare plants.  

 

At the end of the evening the herbs and plants go on sale at very reasonable prices.   
 

Venue: South Marston Village Hall         
Time: 7:30pm to 9:30pm. 

Parking: Old Vicarage Lane, next to the school. 
Cost: £3 entry fee on the door as a visitor or £12 for annual membership. 

   
Pop along and chat with members and enjoy homemade cake with a cup of tea or 
coffee and optional raffle. A warm welcome awaits you.  

 

More information: visit the website:  

https://southmarston.org.uk/clubs-activities/gardening-club/,  

find us on Facebook, or 

contact Mike on 827807, 07999914751 and Angela on 07789068340.  

https://southmarston.org.uk/clubs-activities/gardening-club/


A Guide to Staying Safe Online 

By Ray Hurley, Councillor, South Marston Parish Council 

 

W 
orking as a Councillor with the South Marston 

Parish Council, I raised the issue of online fraud 

at a recent Parish Council meeting.  I felt that if 

it was possible to help even just one person with 

the information I have to hand, then it would be 

a job well done. I hope that the following advice might help you 

to stay safe online.  

With the rise of the internet, it has never been easier to access a whole new world of 

information. Unfortunately, with all the new and great things that this has brought to 

us, it has also allowed bad things to find their way into our lives.  With so much  

money changing hands online, criminals are never far behind trying to get your  

money.  As scary as this is, there are steps that you can take to minimise your risk 

and help keep you safe online. Below are the most common types of online scam: 

1. Attempts to gain personal information. Many kinds of sneaky approaches are 

used to steal your personal details. With this information to hand, they can    

commit fraudulent activities such as using your credit card or even opening a 

new bank account. 

2. Buying and Selling. Scammers prey on consumers and businesses who buy and 

sell services or products online. 

3. Dating and Romance.  People will take advantage of others looking for a romantic 

partners. often playing on emotional triggers to provide them with money, gifts or  

personal details. 

4. Fake charities. Almost immediately after any tragic event, scammers impersonate 

genuine  charities to collect money. 

5. Investments. Scammers will take advantage of people looking for a fast way to 

make money. People have invented many way of using your  enthusiasm against 

you. 

6. Threats and Extortion. This is a means to steal your identity or money, including 

threats to your life or even hijacking your computer. 

7. Unexpected money. Scammers invent very convincing and very legitimate looking 

reasons to fill you with false hope about money. There are no get rich quick 

schemes. Always think hard before  handing over your hard earned monies. 

8. Unexpected winnings. As many people know, you have to be in it to win it. Don ’t 

be lured by a  surprise win from something you have not  entered. The scammers 

always demand money upfront to release your winnings. 



By following the guidance below, you can 

protect yourself and your family: 

1.  Always keep your privacy settings 

turned on 

2.  Always practice safe browsing 

3.  Make sure your internet  connection is 

secure 

4.  Be careful what you download 

5.  Always use strong passwords 

6.  Only make online purchases from 

trusted secure websites 

7.  Be careful what you share online 

8.  Be wary of who you meet online 

9.  Always make sure your antivirus is up 

to date 

10. Do not open attachments from un-

known senders 

So remember to always be  mindful of 

what you do online and help to keep your 

family safe. 

Tots and Toddlers 
By Francesca Peart 

We have had some very busy Tots and Toddlers 

sessions this term. We have been making bird     

feeders, lavender bath bombs, delicious flapjacks 

and painting sun-catchers. We have also had some 

sunshine to be able to play in the garden, and 

hopefully we will get more this summer. 

Tots and Toddlers is on every Wednesday during 

South Marston school’s term-time, 9am-11am and 

is £2 per family.  A snack for the children as well as 

biscuits, tea and coffee for the adults are      provid-

ed. 

 Come along to meet other parents in the village, 

and also for your little ones to make friends too. 

 



School News 

T 
he Spring and Summer terms always bring 

many fun, educational activities for the children.  

Some of the many events have included    

dressing up and  collecting for Red Nose Day in 

March, and enjoying World Book Day activities, when 

Class 4 wrote stories in the style of Percy Jackson and 

created their own demi-god. Class 3 studied ‘How to 

Train a Dragon’ and based a descriptive,  suspense-filled piece of writing on it, Class 2 

looked at Eric Carne and wrote a story based on ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and 

Class 1 and Pre-School looked at many books  during the week and even went on a 

bear hunt themselves! 

It’s also an ideal time for visits and in May Class 3 had a great time at Hill End Outdoor        

Education Centre. Children and staff really enjoyed the experiences, from Anglo    

Saxon battles to building shelters and rope swings in the woods.  

On the last day of Term 5, author Steve Clifford provided literacy workshops for the 

children and this was a great success.       

As we write, Class 4 are eagerly anticipating their PGL-run adventure trip to Little  

Canada in late June. 

As Term 6 progresses, there are numerous sporting activities for the children to enjoy 

and our Sports Week will include various extra opportunities to try out new things such 

as Dance taster sessions. Some of our pupils are representing the school in cricket, 

tennis, golf and swimming competitions over the summer period. Of course, Sports 

Day itself is an important day in the school calendar! 

During the summer break, the school 

is undergoing some changes. We 

have won a bid which will enable us 

to improve security at the school. 

The reception area will have a new 

entrance and you will see the railings 

around the school perimeter         

replaced. 

Here's to some lovely sunny weather 

as we reach the end of term! 

Mr Maddison 
Headteacher 

Watch out for new entrance and railings soon 



 

 

World Book Day 

participants with the 

winners above 



We are hearing so much about the problems of     

climate change, plastics and disposal of rubbish in 

the media at the moment.  It is a real issue for      

concern.  Even locally there is a problem with the 

planned building of an Incinerator within our parish 

bounds. Our MP’s, Parish Councils and Swindon 

Borough Council have all said NO alongside the  

people who live in the area.  

Burning rubbish can cause all kinds of chemicals and 

pollution to billow into the air and I know the          

developers say it won’t make a difference to our air 

quality, but is it really the most effective way to deal 

with the problem of waste?   

The Bible tells us that we are to be stewards of our 

world - being careful with its resources, ensuring the 

inherent balance that God created is maintained, and 

of course caring for one another. We haven’t done 

very well so far have we? 

Perhaps you think what you do won’t make much difference but that is far from the 

truth.  We each have a responsibility to look after what we have been given and if 

everyone makes an effort then together the difference we can make is enormous.   

Sometimes it is sheer laziness that stops us recycling, mending something rather 

than buying new, and the drive to be trendy and have the latest ‘must have’ for the 

season means we throw so much away.  It is shocking to see perfectly good         

furniture thrown on the tip, clothes that have hardly been worn discarded, and the 

amount of food waste is shocking. 

I sponsor two children with Compassion.   Apart from money to cover their education 

they also get Birthday and Christmas presents.  I had a letter today from one who is 

14 - he has bought a goat called Kim with his birthday money which will provide the 

whole family with a small income. The girl wrote and said thank you for a bed last 

year - she hadn’t had a bed until she was 13 years old. They are bright happy      

children with so little and they never complain.  Everything they have is used, again 

and again nothing is wasted.  We have a lot to learn from them. 

South Marston Church News 
Seeking, sharing and serving God together  

Dear friends,  



Join Us at Our Services 
At South Marston Church unless otherwise stated 

Month Day Time Event Location 

July 7th 11.00am  Family Service South Marston Church  

 13th 10.00am Meeting Point South Marston Village Hall 

 13th 4.00pm Saturday Scene St Margaret’s Centre 

 14th 9.30am Holy Communion South Marston Church  

 21st  10:00am  Team Service Stanton Church 

 28th 9:00am  Holy Communion South Marston Church  

August 4th 11:00am Family Service South Marston Church  

 10th 10.00am Meeting Point South Marston Village Hall 

 11th 9.30am Holy Communion South Marston Church  

 18th 10:00am  Team Service South Marston Church  

 25th 9:00am  Holy Communion South Marston Church  

    No Saturday Scene in August 

Please do what you can to recycle and use less, make do and mend, up cycle your 

furniture or give it to the charities who can pass it on to those in need.  You can make 

a difference. 

When God created the world he said ’It is good’. Let’s make sure our children, grand 

children and great grand children, all future generations, are able to say the same, ‘It 

is good’. 

With prayers for every blessing, 

Vicky Fleming, Priest in charge 

The Meeting Point  
Come and join us at our coffee morning with a table top sale. It is held every 2nd     

Saturday of the month in the South Marston village hall from 10:00am – 12:30pm.  

Please book a table early. It costs just £2.50 for people who are village residents, £5 

for non-residents and free to village organisations. Come and meet friends, chat and     

enjoy catching up on the latest news. 



Team Building in the Woods 

By the Open Spaces Working Group 

T 
hanks to a borough-wide initiative from Vets4Pets, who have their head    

office in Swindon, St Julian’s Woodland was chosen, amongst others, to   

receive a team of  employee volunteers for a day on June 14th.  We are       

always delighted to host Swindon-based companies to our woodlands for 

such days and decided to give this team of six two challenges to achieve on their day 

with us. 

Luckily for all concerned, and after days of wet weather, the sun put in a brief           

appearance and it mostly stayed dry.  Half of the team painted the gazebo with a fire 

retardant liquid, a task we had long put off, and were able to apply a good three-coat 

covering inside and out. 

 

Meanwhile, the other team members planted 280 home-grown wild flower plugs in  

Orchard Meadow and in the earth mounds from the new pond excavations alongside 

South Marston Brook and the gazebo.  

Whilst planting the wild flowers the team saw many young frogs hopping through the 

grass.  High above two buzzards entertained us for a while with a display.  

The team completed their allotted tasks cheerfully and with gusto, and it was a joy to 

work with them. Hopefully they were able to return to work after the weekend fully   

relaxed.  

All in all, another good and successful volunteer session. If you want to know more 

about our parish green open spaces, please contact us.  We will be happy to hear 

from you.  

Please contact Chris Brooks on 01793 829868 or at WTTMH@Tiscali.co.uk, or Barry 

Thunder on 01793 826697 or at barry.thunder@southmarston.org.uk 

Members of the team treating the gazebo with fire retardant 



Planting wildflowers in Orchard Meadow 

Trip to the Seaside  
By Tony Leathart 

O 
n 3rd July, about 40 villagers 

enjoyed the F. & E. Harris   

Memorial Fund annual   outing 

to the seaside.  

This year’s destination was Sidmouth in 

South Devon, known as the gateway to the 

Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site and famous for its majestic red cliffs.   “A town 

caught still in a timeless charm” was how John Betjeman described it.  

With its colourful gardens, leisurely walks, Regency history, fine hotels, clean   

beaches and friendly shops, it has a lot to offer visitors. We were lucky to have a 

lovely hot summer day with plenty of sunshine.   

Many of us visited the beautiful Connaught Gardens named after Queen Victoria ’s 

third son, the Duke of Connaught.  They are set on top of the cliff above the   golden 

sands of the western beach which is 

accessed by the wooden Jacob’s    

ladder.  The many blue plaques on the 

buildings in the town record the history 

of past residents, including Beatrix  

Potter and JRR Tolkien. All of us 

agreed it was a memorable day’s trip 

to an interesting place enjoyed by   

everyone on the bus.   

Well done, Robbie and Mary, for      

organising it! 



Have your say… on the Village Garden and War Memorial 

By Chris Brooks of the Open Spaces Working Group 

O 
ver the last 18 months or so, the Village Garden has been tidied and    

freshened up.  One of the main changes is the new central flower bed 

that we hope will display red, white, and blue flowers. 

Thanks go to the many village volunteers who helped, plus Greenshave 

Services and Heather Bishop in particular. Thanks also to the F&E Harris Trust for 

the two wonderful new seats.  The Trust, together with the Parish Council, are     

provided the funding for the overall project, including work still to be done. 

Some future maintenance work will be required and we are always happy to        

welcome new volunteers to help maintain this important village  asset.  The changes 

to the Village Garden came out of consultations with residents.  Many have been 

implemented but there are still some  for which we would really value your opinions.  

What do you think about a path leading from the road to the war memorial?  Would 

this make access easier, particularly when the ground is very dry and cracked or 

very wet and mucky?  Should it be left as it is?  Should there be a simple line of   

paving stones?  What shape should the path be, and what route should it take?  We 

would really appreciate your thoughts, all of which we will carefully consider,         

allowing for cost and feasibility.  Thank you. 

Please contact Chris Brooks at Wttmh@tiscali.co.uk or on 01793 829868, or Barry 

Thunder at barry.thunder@southmarston.org.uk or on 01793 826697. 



 

About Community News 

 

South Marston Community News is produced by the Communications Working 

Group of South Marston Parish Council. Although funded by the Parish Council, the 

Editorial Board of Community News  operates independently and aims to produce an 

impartial, community focused magazine which is of interest to all  residents.        

Community News is produced in partnership with our printers, Orchard 

Press (www.Orchard-Press.co.uk) and sponsored by Eneco, who 

manage South Marston’s solar farm (www.eneco.co.uk)  

Any enquiries can be addressed to editor@southmarston.org.uk 

Useful Contacts 
South Marston Parish Council 686150 clerksmpc@Southmarston.org.uk  

Wiltshire Police Community Support,  PCSO’s Kelly & Lishman 0845 4087000            

Neighbourhood Watch: Martin Hoffen martinhoffen@smsinternet.co.uk 01793 

823513 

South Marston Church: Priest-in-charge,Vicky Fleming 827021. Church Warden 

Richard Sansum 831473. PCC: William Hiscocks, Diane Gambles, Mary Crichton 

and Dorinda Balchin. MeetingPoint:Richard 831473, Saturday Scene: Donald 

825693.   

South Marston Church of England Primary School: 823379   

SMRA: Angela Newton 832034, Julie Hatherall 07749211867 

Village Hall hire: Rachel Case on smra@sky.com 07741549393  

Youth Club: Julie Hatherall 07749211867,  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk 

Tots and Toddlers: francesca_peart@hotmail.co.uk  07716 277877 

F&E Harris Memorial Trust: Robbie Taylor 823757  

Gardening Club: Mike New on 827807 Friendly Club: Sheila Jinks on 828545  

Swindon Dial a Ride: 521123  

Swindon Streetsmart 445501 or streetsmart@swindon.gov.uk 

T 
his is my third and final issue of the Community News before I take up new 

employment.  It’s been lovely to be in contact with the people involved in 

the many activities in the village that have featured in the Community News 

- thank you all for your help and contributions.  

If you’d like your photos or an article to be included in the next issue, please send 

them in to editor@southmarston.org.uk.   Best wishes, Tanya Gray  



  
 

Did you know we are now serving freshly baked pizzas on a 
Tuesday and Wednesday evening? 

We will be starting a collection service in the next couple of 
weeks which means you can call, order your pizza, garlic bread 

and chips and they will be ready for you to take when you arrive  

Please check the advertising boards at the pub for updates, see our           Face-
book page @thecarpentersarms1 or call us Tel: 01793 822997 

Clare, Claire and the team look forward to seeing you soon 

Your local 

family-run, 

trustworthy 

garage.   

NEW SERVICE: Car collection & delivery  

Book your car in for work or a service and 

we will now collect and deliver your car 

within a 5 mile radius home or work, sav-

ing you the bother and hassle!  We also 

offer the use of a courtesy car should it 

be needed.  

To celebrate this new service, we are 

offering 10% off your first bill.   

Come and visit us at Nightingale Lane, 

South Marston, SN3 4SL or call on 821360 

for more details.  


