
Issue 19 
 

January 

2019 

A happy Hogmanay handover 
By Claire Penny, Parish Clerk (the departing one)  

From the moment I accepted 

the role of Parish Clerk, I did 

wonder what I had let myself 

in for. I had images of Dibley

-esque Council meetings 

running late into the night 

and my only experience of 

local Councillors had been 

the grumpy old man who 

lived at the end of my street 

as a child and used to tell 

me off for playing chase too 

loudly with my friends!  

But the job sounded exciting 

and interesting so I made 

the move.  

By the end of my first month, I knew I’d made the right decision. The Council proved 

welcoming, supportive and keen to do their best for the residents of the village.  I began 

to learn how to juggle resident calls and emails with complex planning applications and 

deadlines.   I covered my desk in post-its as I reorganised the Council’s filing systems 

and continued to get confused about how many Old Post Offices one village could have!   

I spent more time than is healthy dealing with dog waste bins, attempted to inspect    

allotments despite not knowing one end of a plant from another and slowly, slowly, inch 

by inch I got more confident in the role.  

When I arrived, all of the Councillors had been very clear about their vision for the future 

and how they wanted me to help. So we worked together to build processes that could 

grow as the village did, looked at potential issues that could appear and how to address 

them and looked at ways to make sure that everyone in the village could keep up to 

date with everything that was going on. The magazine that you are holding is one of the 

end results of those discussions.  

Our volunteer Councillors have taught me a huge amount over the last three years and  

they continue to deal with complex issues and challenges that would deter even the 

most confident of people and manage to always strip them down to the key  question - 

what will work best for the majority of the village?   
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I am extremely grateful to each one of them for the support, kindness and inspiration 

they have given me. I also thank them for the gentle ribbing and humour that has  

underpinned our day to day dealings! 

However all good things must come to an end, and on January 7th, I will have       

handed the torch over to your new Clerk, Gary Vickery.  Gary not only lives in the 

village but is perfectly suited to take the Council onto the next phase.  He is capable, 

personable and  will help the Council move forward and deal with any obstacles that 

get thrown up along the way. He’s also a Special Constable so I’m sure that will 

come in handy for keeping people on their toes! 

I have loved this job and my thanks go to all the Council members, community      

contacts, village volunteers and residents with whom I have come into contact.  My    

decision to move on was a very tough one.  I’ve found that after over 3 years working 

from home, I need the daily company of people.  Whilst wearing slippers every day 

has been a dream come true (especially in winter), I have reached the point of    

needing to see more than my home office and school gate!  

So as I practice wearing high heels again and prepare to start a new adventure at 

the National Trust, I want to wish Gary every success with his new role and I hope he 

enjoys it as much as I did!  

New year; new Clerk 
By Gary Vickery, Parish Clerk (the arriving one) 

When I first saw the vacancy in Community News, my initial thoughts were similar to 

Claire's.  However, when I looked into the role, I realised the extent of responsibilities 

and it is the breadth of the position which interests me, as well as the chance to be 

involved at the heart of village affairs.  I've lived in South Marston since 2009 and 

have worked in the public and private sector in a variety of management roles.   

I've spent the past few weeks rapidly trying to get up to speed and  have already 

been taken by Barry on a tour of the village by bike.  As a keen cyclist, I didn't take 

much persuading!    It helped me see in detail the areas that I need to know about, 

including the locations of the dog poo bins.  Ah, the glamour of local administration! 

Claire has been wonderful in compiling a complete set of hand-over instructions and 

presented me with a car load of equipment, stationery, folders, booklets and other 

associated information to help with my induction.  I  spent New Year's Day finding 

homes for everything and reading up on live issues.  

Claire's professionalism and expertise has given me a lot to live up to as your new 

Parish Clerk, but it's a great challenge and I'm very much looking forward to it - as 

well as assisting the Councillors in delivering the best possible service to residents of 

South Marston.  I'd like to thank Claire and wish her all the best in her new role. 



A kingfisher with its catch 
By Terry Winter 

Your local 

family-run, 

trustworthy 

garage.   

NEW SERVICE: Car collection & delivery  

Book your car in for work or a service 

and we will now collect and deliver your 

car within a 5 mile radius home or work, 

saving you the bother and hassle!  We 

also offer the use of a courtesy car 

should it be needed.  

To celebrate this new service, we are 

offering 10% of your first bill.   

Come and visit us at Nightingale Lane, 

South Marston, SN3 4SL or call on 

821360 for more details.  



In our back garden - What a year! 
By the Open Spaces Working Group of South Marston Parish Council  

The Open Space Working Group (OSWG) would like to thank all those villagers that 

have helped and supported our work on behalf of the Parish Council during 2018. 

Our working task list expanded during the 

year with the addition of the Village       

Garden, tree maintenance and the surface 

repair work required to the Recreation 

Ground. 

We have facilitated family events in St 

Julian’s woodland, eg opportunities for den 

making and wildlife observation, as well as 

opportunities to learn about woodland 

maintenance and how to use various tools 

safely. 

We worked with villagers on community 

events during the summer and autumn, 

including the most recent SMILE and     

Father Christmas children’s visits.  Grateful 

thanks to all those who have helped to    

deliver these activities.  Whilst planned with 

the children in mind, they have been lots of 

fun for all ages.  

We continue to manage or support work in St. 

Julian’s woodland, Oxleaze woods, Oak Tree 

corner and Orchard Meadow. 

Our work for 2019 will concentrate on further          

improvements to the Village Garden, our two        

woodlands as well as wildflower planting at Oak 

Tree Corner and Orchard Meadow.  Two of our 

team members will be undertaking training, 

supported by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, in First Aid 

and chainsaw cross cutting. 

Plans also include team days with Network Rail 

and Swindon Borough Council’s Planning dept. 

These events allow us to achieve a wider range 

of tasks in a shorter time scale, as these groups 

are up to 12 persons over a five-hour period. 

If you are interested in supporting our work or 



our community events, please contact Chris 

Brooks on wttmh@tiscali.co.uk,  Barry on 

Barry.thunder@southmarston.org.uk or Anne 

on featherstone_anne@hotmail.com. 



A letter from someone 
special 

Dear children, 

I don’t normally write letters in January. Most 

years I put down my pen just before Christmas 

Eve, when all your letters have finally been   

answered and all my hard work is done.  

This year, after the fantastic welcome I got in 

South Marston on December 17th, I thought I 

would write to tell you how much I enjoyed  

coming to your village. 

 I visited around half of the homes there and I 

saw about 100 of you children whilst you were 

still awake! It made a change as usually the  

village is sound asleep when I come.  

I must say your letters to me were lovely to read and it was a joy to write back to you 

once I had checked my list and saw that you had all tried your best to be good.  A 

few of you tried especially hard just before Christmas and were very deserving of 

your presents. I hope my helpers and I got it right for you.   

I collected eighteen letters when I called at South Marston, which was very helpful as 

otherwise I would have been rushing around even more than usual at the last       

minute! 

Thank you to all my helpers who made my visit to see you all possible and a special 

thank you for the loan of my ‘sleigh’ for the evening.  It was very warm and cosy, and 

when in ‘sports’ mode really did speed my journey as well as ruffle my hair and 

beard.  I had mentioned to Mrs Claus about getting one for the summer months but 

apparently she doesn’t think it’s a good idea.  

Rudolph and I really enjoyed the ride though but both agree that the traditional sleigh 

is best, as we would never make our deliveries in time if we had to use your narrow 

and bendy roads.  With my usual sleigh and team of reindeers, we can take 

shortcuts over the rooftops.   

We did this on Christmas Eve and when I flew back into the village to deliver your 

presents when you were all sound asleep, I was thrilled to find so many houses lit up 

for me.  Half of the houses had shiny bright lights, showing me the way. Thank you 

so much!  Thank you as well for the treats you left for the reindeers  and I - they were 

delicious! 

My helpers, reindeer and I will now take a short break before we begin preparations 

for Christmas 2019.  I trust you will all listen carefully to those who love you, care for 



you and teach you and perhaps I will get a chance to return to your lovely village in 

2019.  I hope you will light up your houses for me again and thank you for all the  

decorations this year.  I did love them and apparently so 

did you.  Lots of you voted for your favourites - the winners 

are 1 Pinehurst Cottage on Thornhill Road, The Limes on 

Thornhill Road, Priory Lodge on Thornhill Road, 2 Pigeon 

Cottage on  Chapel Lane and Ferndale Cottage on High-

worth Road. They’ve all won a £20 voucher for a slap-up 

meal at the Carpenters Arms! 

Every light helped to make South Marston shiny, twinkly 

and magical (just like me!) and they made us all SMILE.  

Love from Father Christmas 

A thank you from the helpers 
Thank you to all of those that contributed to making this event a great success. 

Thanks to F&E Harris Trust and South Marston Parish Council for their grants       

towards the cost of the event and to The Carpenters Arms for offering a reduced rate 

for our prizes of five £20 vouchers. Thank you as well to the school for their loan of 

the handbell and communication to parents via Parentmail. 

Finally thank you to all of you who came, supported and spoke to us as we toured 

the village and for your lovely comments.  



Getting fit in South Marston 
Despite being a small village, South Marston has a host of opportunities for residents 

to get fit in 2019. 

Classes in the Village Hall: 

Zumba: dance to great music and burn a ton of calories without even realizing 
it.   Every week during term time in the Village Hall. Normal sessions Thursday 
9.15-10.15am; strong Zumba is at the same time on Friday mornings. 

Yoga: Silva runs yoga classes in the Village Hall  during term time on Tuesday 

mornings 9.30 to11 and gentle yoga sessions from 11.15 to 12.15. 

Fitness Classes: Rachel Case runs High Intensity Interval Training sessions 

in the village hall from 6 to 6.30 on Wednesday evenings and fitness classes 

for the over 60s on Monday afternoons 1.30 to 2pm. 

Outdoor Gym on the Recreation Ground - 8 stations offer different types of use.  

Walks - Check out our footpaths around the village that lead up to local woodlands. 

Any energy left?  Why not join our Open Spaces volunteering events which are       

regularly advertised in Community News.  

SMRA   
South Marston Recreation Association 

thanks the following for erecting the lovely 

Christmas tree outside the village hall:   

Dale Wildern, Steve, Gareth and Ben 

Case, Johnny Shepard, Jamie Donald and 

Julie Hatherall.  

 

Annual General Meeting 

13 March, 7pm in the  Village Hall 

All villagers are welcome to attend South 

Marston Recreation Association’s AGM. 

Management Committee members are  

representatives of local groups plus 5 co-

opted individual members.  If you wish to 

join the committee, please contact  Angie 

Newton on 832034.  



Great gardener or nervous newbie? 
By South Marston Gardening Club 

The South Marston Gardening Club is a small friendly group that consists of       

members from within the village and surrounding area.  We come together to share 

our passion for all things horticultural. 

As a general rule, we meet every first Monday of the month in South Marston Village 

Hall from 7:30p.m to 9:30 p.m. with refreshments and an optional raffle. 

Our annual program of activities (Gardening Club Programme of Events) include 

talks by experts on various aspects of gardening, open garden event, plant selling, 

quizzes, workshops, visits and social events. 

Every year we run a stall selling plants, homegrown produce, homemade preserves 

and cakes at the South Marston Summer Fete, and on a Saturday in August, we hold 

our Annual Flower and Produce Show.   

If you would like to share your ideas and experience about gardening with like-

minded people, please come and join us. You are very welcome, whether you want 

to learn, just a beginner or are already green-fingered.  Either enjoy the benefits of 

full membership at just £12 a year or join us as a visitor for events that particularly 

interest you and pay £3 on the door.  A warm welcome awaits you 

2019 programme 
Monday 4th March:   7:30pm to 9:30pm AGM followed by a speaker on  

     "Foraging" 

Monday 1st April:    7:30pm to 9:30pm Speaker on ‘Square Metre   

     Gardening’ 

Monday 13th May:   7:30pm to 9:30pm Speaker subject tbc   

Monday 10th June:   Plant Sale  

Saturday 29th June:   Plant and cake stall at South Marston Fete @ 2pm. 

Monday 1st July:   Members BBQ  

Friday 16th August:   7pm to 8:30pm. Registration for the Annual Flower and 

     Produce Show. 

Saturday 17th August:   Annual Flower and Produce Show  

Monday 2nd September:   7:30pm to 9:30pm Speaker subject tbc   

Monday 7th October:   7:30pm to 9:30pm Speaker on “Lawn Care”  

Monday 11th November:  7:30pm to 9:30pm Workshop   

Monday 2nd December:   7:30pm to 9:30pm Social Evening  



 



Parish Council News 
By Colin McEwen 

New Village Centre Proposals 

Last November, many residents took the opportunity to come to an event in the Village 

Hall to view the proposals for the layout of the expanded Village Centre.  These had 

been prepared by a consultant commissioned by Swindon Borough Council.  For 

those that could not make it, the masterplan is reproduced overleaf. 

The layout is a result of the Parish Council’s work in past years and the  policies in the 

South Marston Village Neighbourhood Plan.  It is all now coming together with the  

permissions granted to the hotel site and the main HHT application for  land south of 

the village.  Both of these development sites have access from the south to what will 

be the car park for the expanded school and Village Centre which mean cars coming  

from the new development and from outside the village won’t have to use an entrance 

off Old Vicarage Lane.  The aim, of course, is to reduce the impact of vehicle traffic on 

Old Vicarage Lane and at Pound Corner. 

The plans also draw on the parish’s aspiration for a network of safe cycle routes and 

footpaths running north/south and east/west across the village to reduce the need for 

car travel.  The facilities provided at the centre include a mix of indoor and outdoor 

community activity and the Parish Council is keen to promote this further as the plan 

becomes part of the design work with HHT, who would be the major partner in        

delivering the new facilities.   

SEE OVERLEAF FOR THE VILLAGE CENTRE PROPOSALS 

 

Making progress in 2019? 

After what seems to be several years of delay, we understand some of the final plans 

for the major development proposals are likely to come forward this year.  It could be 

that building will actually start this year at the hotel site which already has permission 

for 70 houses.   

This will come as welcome news for those who, like us, were not entirely happy to lose 

the hotel facilities, but are now concerned about the state of the current derelict site, in 

particular, the lack of secure fencing.  

This year will also see work on the Design Code for the HHT development which 

forms the majority of the expansion of South Marston village.  Residents will be able to 

take part in public consultation events as part of this work. 



This is the proposed layout of the expanded 

Recreation Ground, as  presented  by Swindon 

Borough’s consultant in the Village Hall last  

November.  

 





Parish Council News 

 

 

Energy Centre 

The planning appeal against refusal of the application for the gasification plant at 

Keypoint will start at 10am on 22 January at the STEAM museum.  It may last 2 

weeks or more. The Parish Council has written in support of Swindon Borough ’s   

refusal and will be speaking at the enquiry.  The enquiry will be in public - anyone is 

entitled to attend at any time.  However, if a resident wishes to speak, they should 

attend on the first morning to let the inspector know.  

Welcome to new councillors 

After several years with vacancies, we now have a full complement of 9 councillors 

on the Parish Council.  Our two new councillors introduce themselves below: 

Ray Hurley 

I’m 40 years old and live with girlfriend Klaudia in 

Church Ground.  We moved here from Cardiff.  

I’m an Aircraft engineer by trade and, through 

this, have lived in a few places around the world 

with Germany, Turkey and UAE being amongst 

my favourite.  I joined the Parish Council as I 

think its the best way to help the community and 

protect the village. I look forward to helping plan 

and participate in local events in the parish to 

help bring us together. 

James Burfitt 

I moved to Rawlings Close with my wife and little 

boy in July 2018 and really enjoy the area.  I served 

in the RAF for 12 years and still work in the aviation 

industry as a licenced aircraft engineer. I would love 

to see the village perhaps get a shop to encourage 

people to not have to get in the car for a pint of milk 

and the basics. I also look forward to the creation of 

extra cycle paths, and to seeing how the Recreation 

Ground can perhaps develop into a place that     

encourages more people to enjoy the outside 

space.  Like me, my yellow labrador loves the 

woods around South Marston. 





Around our village 
By Tony Leathart 

You have probably noticed that the house that the Hammerman Poet Alfred Williams 

built in 1920, Ranikhet, is being renovated for resale in preparation for a larger new 

house to be built behind it.  This got me thinking about what to write in this edition 

and the Alfred Williams memorial came to mind.  Do you know where it is or, more 

accurately, where they are?  

In 1938, six leading Wiltshire newspapers launched a project to erect a sarsen-stone 

memorial to our two Wiltshire writers, Alfred Williams and Richard Jefferies, bearing 

bronze plaques with brief inscriptions.  

Liddington Hill was the proposed location being the favourite haunt of both Alfred and 

Richard, and was the subject of their writings including Alfred’s famous poem.  One 

of the two owners of the hill, a farmer, gave his grudging consent but the other was 

bitterly hostile: "I will never have a memorial of any sort put on my Downs. I hate the 

look of them”.   



Well done winners! 
By South Marston Recreation Association 

Congratulations to our 100 Club winners for      

November and December, who between them 

won a grand total of £180.  

They were Sheila Lavendar  (No 47),  Kirsty Feline (No 56),  Julie Hatherall  (No 34), 

Zena May (No 33), Charlie Goodheart (No 44), Cath Bridge (No 16), Tracey Cook 

(No 49) and Eileen Lester (No 36) who won £10 each.  

Special congratulations to Jim Sansum (No 72) who won £100! 

The 100 Club is an annual subscription of £12 and offers the opportunity of winning 

£10, £30 or £100. All profits are used to support the maintenance of the Village Hall 

and Recreation Ground for the enjoyment of our community and residents. 

For more information, or to join, please  contact Angela Newton, Chair of SMRA on 

the contact details printed on the back page of this edition.  

After much discussion, many      

letters back and forth, and even 

the support of then Prime Minister, 

Neville Chamberlain, the farmer 

who originally gave his support     

withdrew his consent and another 

location had to be found.  

The Jefferies-Williams Memorial 

Committee were so disappointed 

that they put forward a new idea to 

attach a plaque to the concrete 

pillar at the highest point of       

Liddington Hill where a trigonometrical point for the National Survey had been     

erected. 

 With further pressure, both owners agreed and this, along with the permission of the 

Ordnance Survey,  meant the plaque was finally fitted in November 1938.   

I have climbed the hill to see it and recommend the walk along the Ridgeway path on 

the right just past Liddington and the M4 crossing. It is a beautiful walk and a great 

way to enjoy the wonderful surroundings around where we live.  

As usual, can you answer our little quiz? This month’s question is where did they 

eventually erect the sarsen-stone memorial? Answers can be sent to                       

tony.leathart@btinternet.com or 01793 82774 or 07765703228 (text). The first       

correct responder will be published in the next edition.  



Children have an exciting year ahead! 
By Francesca Peart, Tots and Toddlers 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas 

and a lovely start to 2019. We had a 

lovely Tots and Toddlers session before 

Christmas; the children had fun jumping 

on the bouncy castle, throwing balls from 

the ball pit, and Father Christmas came 

with presents. 

Tots and Toddlers starts back on      

Wednesday January 9th and will be 

meeting on January 16th, 23rd and 30th, 

February 6th and 13th from 9am - 11am. 

Each session costs just £2 per family 

and is designed for all children from 

bump to 5 years. 

I’m already planning exciting crafts ready 

for the year ahead. We hope to see you 

there! 

  
 

We are busy planning new special offers and ideas for the colder 
months including a shared savoury pie!  This will need to be pre-
ordered so we can prep it and we will make it for the amount of 

guests you have! 

Remember, we also serve breakfasts between 8:30am and 12 
midday,  Monday to Saturday, so if you fancy a full English without 

the work then just come and visit us. 

Please check the advertising boards at the pub for updates, see our facebook 

page @thecarpentersarms1 or call us Tel; 01793 822997 

Clare, Claire & the team look forward to seeing you soon 



The grass-cutting rota 
has been retired! 

 

By Jenny McEwen,  
South Marston Recreation Association 

From its beginnings some 40 years ago,  SMRA has 

relied on volunteers to help build and maintain the 

facilities on the Recreation Ground.  Throughout all 

those years, a small band of volunteers has regularly 

cut the grass on a rota - all 8 acres of it.   

We began in 1978 with an old grey Massey Ferguson tractor and gang mowers, which 

were lovingly serviced by Alan Williams. Two other mowers have followed, each giving 

varying amounts of trouble.  Until recently, Chris Maull (shown in the photo above) has 

been able to do occasional repair work, replacing fan belts or dealing with punctures 

and he has also organised the supply of diesel.  Over the past year, Chris has been 

increasingly immobilised by hip and knee trouble and Lionel Cave-Ayland has kindly 

stepped in when needed to sort out mechanical mower troubles.  

Rota volunteers have come and gone, and we really appreciate all those who have 

carried on turning up to take their turn, one of them doing so even after leaving the 

village.  The rota for 2018 included Lionel Cave-Ayland, Alan McElroy, Al Holman, 

John Carrigan, Jessica Brown and Colin McEwen. Over the past 4 decades there 

have been many more – too many to list here, and SMRA thanks them all on behalf of 

the many villagers who regularly use and value the Recreation Ground. 

However, the current mower has come to the end of its useful life and is now costing 

more and more to repair.  From now on we will have a paid contractor, Lee Wells of 

Allbuild,  to cut the field and also do some football line marking, which is something 

that Chris Maull can no longer do.  Lee already has a contract with the Parish Council 

for hedge and dog bin maintenance around the village.  He has also disposed of, free 

of charge, large numbers of black bags of rubbish after the village litter-picking events. 

There is considerable regret over this final decision on the mower because the F & E 

Harris Trust has been extremely generous to SMRA in grants for the most expensive 

repair works.  We had believed that the last 2 wheel motor repairs would have been 

the final major expenditure for some years but this proved not to be the case. 

We say a particular thank you to Chris Maull who, for over 10 years, has organised 

the use of the football pitches as well as doing a huge number of hours of grass      

cutting.  Without his dedication, the Recreation Ground would not look as good as it 

does.  His wife, Bev, is still currently in hospital, so we sincerely wish them better 

health in 2019. 



Dear friends,  
I hope you had a very good Christmas!  

Lots of people spend these winter months planning 

their holidays, spring cleaning their houses, ordering 

seeds from the garden catalogues and maybe trying 

to start a new routine that involves keeping fit! 

We can plan, and dream but sometime life throws 

something in our way that puts a spanner in the 

works. It may be illness, bereavement, redundancy or 

the unexpected demands of family. Our world is an 

uncertain place and with the ongoing Brexit saga the 

future is out of our hands.  How do we cope with this?  

Some people try to find security in possessions or in 

an activity but they can be taken away from us in an 

instant. Maybe you rely on friends or family to see you 

through but they may not be able to meet your needs. 

Some very self-reliant folk think they will always be 

able to find a way but unfortunately we  cannot rely on 

always having what it takes.  

Mental health issues, poverty, addictions and loneliness can make this world a bleak 

place to live.  But we do not have to ‘go it alone’.  

Christmas was all about Emmanuel - God with us. His love is shown by him coming to 

us and living within us. He never changes and he can show us the way forward in the 

darkest of times if we put our hand into his. His love is unconditional and it is there for 

all who will receive it.  

His love is for sharing and so we need to extend the hand of friendship to those 

around us who are going through a dark patch in their lives. Who do you know who 

could do with a little extra support or friendship?  

Maybe you could volunteer for a charity; there are so many crying out for volunteers or 

funds so that they can help the people who need a helping hand. 

God Bless, 

Vicky Fleming, Priest in charge 

South Marston Church News 
Seeking, sharing and serving God together  



Join us at our services 
At South Marston Church unless otherwise stated 

13th January  9.30am Holy Communion 

20th January  10.30am Team Joint Service at the Methodist Church Stratton 

27th January  8am Holy Communion BCP 

3rd Feb  11am Family Service 

10th Feb  9.30am Holy Communion 

17th Feb  11am Team Service at Coleview Community Centre 

24th Feb  8am Holy Communion BCP 

3rd March 11am Family Service 

10th March  9.30am Holy Communion 

The Meeting Point  
Come and join us at our coffee morning with a table top sale. It is held every 2nd     

Saturday of the month in the South Marston village hall from 10:00am – 12:30pm.  

Please book a table early. It costs just £2.50 for people who are village residents, £5 

for non-residents and free to village organisations. Come and meet friends, chat and     

enjoy catching up on the latest news. 

Saturday Scene  

Saturday Scene is an exciting place 

for children aged 4 – 10 years (with 

one or more of their parents or 

guardians) to come and enjoy time 

together with others. We offer a 

very friendly welcome in an informal 

space for children to explore       

together in a Christian environment. 

We meet every second Saturday of the month (except August), 4 – 5.15pm at St      

Margaret’s Centre (Kenwin Close, off Ermin Street, Stratton St Margaret) . 

Come along and join us it’s FUN, FRIENDLY and FREE!  For more information call 

the Church Office 01793 826505 or visit Saturday Scene on Facebook. 

Have you seen our new website? 
We have a new website!  Please visit www.southmarstonchurch.wordpress.com/  



South Marston Friendly Club 
If you live in South Marston and are over the age of 50, then why not come along 

and join us at our meetings in the Village Hall?  Any new local members are always 

made very welcome.    

We offer a wide range of interesting and fun events for residents in a friendly, relaxed 

atmosphere.  

Programme for 2019 
 
 

Tuesday 12th March at 2pm:  “Being an Author of Children’s Books” - A talk by 

Debbie Evans.  

Tuesday 9th April at 2pm “The History of SS Great Britain - based at Bristol” 

-  A talk by Philip Unwin 

                                             

Tea, coffee and biscuits are served after our meetings, giving you time to get to know 

everyone.   If you are interested or would like to know more then please      contact 

Sheila on  telephone number  828545 for further information. 



Useful Contacts 
South Marston Parish Council 686150 clerksmpc@Southmarston.org.uk  

Wiltshire Police Community Support,  PCSO’s Kelly & Lishman 0845 4087000            

Neighbourhood Watch: Jill Quadri on jillquadri@btinternet.com  

South Marston Church: Priest-in-charge,Vicky Fleming 827021. Church Warden 

Richard Sansum 831473. PCC: William Hiscocks, Diane Gambles, Mary Crichton 

and Dorinda Balchin. MeetingPoint:Richard 831473, Saturday Scene: Donald 

825693.   

South Marston CofE Primary School: 823379   

SMRA: Angela Newton 832034, Julie Hatherall 07749211867 

Village Hall hire: Rachel Case on smra@sky.com 07741549393  

Youth Club: Julie Hatherall 07749211867,  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk 

Tots and Toddlers: francesca_peart@hotmail.co.uk  07716 277877 

F&E Harris Memorial Trust: Robbie Taylor 823757  

Gardening Club: Mike New on 827807 Friendly Club: Sheila Jinks on 828545  

Swindon Dial a Ride: 521123 Swindon Streetsmart 445501 or 

streetsmart@swindon.gov.uk 

About Community 

News 

South Marston Community News is produced by the Communications Working 

Group of South Marston Parish Council. Although funded by the Parish Council, the 

Editorial Board of Community News  operates independently and aims to produce an 

impartial, community focused magazine which is of interest to all  residents.        

Community News is produced in partnership with our printers, Orchard 

Press (www.Orchard-Press.co.uk) and sponsored by Eneco, who 

manage South Marston’s solar farm (www.eneco.co.uk)  

Any enquiries can be addressed to editor@southmarston.org.uk 

How are we doing? 
The Communications Working Group is keen to find out what you like about our   

community magazine and what we can do to improve it.  

What articles interest you?  What don’t?  What would you like to see included?  Do 

you have an interesting story that you’d like to submit to us or suggest?  

Any comments and suggestions would be appreciated and can be submitted to     

editor@southmarston.org.uk or sent to The Parish Clerk, 10 Manor Park, South 

Marston, SN3 4RR.  




