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Hard won, worth using 
By Sylvia Brown 

It is 100 years since women 

were given limited voting rights 

in England following campaigns 

of civil, often unlawful action.      

Swindon produced its own        

famous suffragette.   

Edith New, who was born in 

North Street, halfway up 

Eastcott Hill, is now honoured 

by a blue plaque on her house.   

Early in the 1900s, Edith began  

campaigning with the WSPU 

(Women's Social and Political 

Union) based in London.    

Breaking windows in Downing 

Street earned her a 2 month 

prison sentence in Holloway, 

where she went on hunger 

strike and was one of the first to 

be force-fed in prison.   

It was partly the wide publicity 

given to the barbarity of       

force-feeding that led to the    

political tide turning in favour of some women getting the vote in 1918.  It was to be 

1928 before all men and women were given equal voting rights.  
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South Marston  

Community News 

Coming soon: Village Information Event 
The Parish Council plans to hold a village information event in May to update residents 

on the latest news concerning the expansion of the village.  The event will be held in the 

Village Hall and will give details of the  progress of planning applications, the design and 

creation of the new village centre as well as the latest news on the school expansion.   

 

The date will be advertised on the website, Facebook, Twitter and noticeboards so 

please keep an eye out.  



Between the mid 1970s and 2014, South Marston had female representation on 

Swindon Borough Council.  Pam de Frates, who lived at Whitewheels on Thornhill 

Road, was our borough councillor in the 1970s.  She and husband Dave ran the 

Esso Service station on the A420 before moving to Wootton Bassett.  Pam and Dave 

died within a few months of each other in 2015.   

Doreen Dart followed in the late 1980s and held the Blunsdon ward, in which South 

Marston lay, until she died in 2016.  However, following the reorganisation of the 

ward boundaries, South Marston was moved to be in a new 3-councillor ward with 

Stratton St Margaret.  The parish has had predominantly male representation ever 

since on both Borough and Parish Councils.   

Parish Council elections are due to be held this May.  Now is the time for both male 

and female residents to consider whether they want to make a real difference to their 

community.  Nomination papers can be obtained from the Parish Clerk, and are not 

difficult to complete.  Current Parish Councillors would all welcome newcomers and 

provide help and support as necessary. 

Deer 

Swindon trials new 
voting process 

 

By Claire Penny, Parish Clerk 

 

Swindon Borough Council is taking 

part in the voter identification (voter 

ID) pilot this year.  

The pilot will require all Swindon residents to produce their poll card as a form of 

identification before they are able to place their vote at a polling station in the local 

elections on 3 May 2018. 

Swindon is one of five local authorities across England taking part in this                 

Government-funded pilot aimed at reducing electoral fraud. The pilots are the first in 

a series to allow the Electoral  Commission and Government to evaluate the impact 

of asking for ID and the result will help decide whether or not to roll it out nationally. 

If you are registered to vote in a polling station (rather than by post), then a poll card 

will be sent to you by Swindon Borough Council by 26th April 2018. This poll card is 

the quickest and most convenient way to vote because it contains a unique barcode 

which will be scanned to prove your identity.  

If you forget your poll card on the day you can present an alternative form of ID such 

as a passport. For a full list of accepted ID and more information, visit:                 

swindon.gov.uk/VoterID. 



Oxleaze in the snow 
By Tracie Heard 

South Marston Friendly Club 
If you live in South Marston and over 50 why not come along and join us at our    

meetings in the Village Hall.  Friends and non-members are always welcome on our 

Day trips. 

Programme for 2018  

Tuesday 13th March at 2pm:  The Cotswold Canal Trust: a presentation on the     

   history and restoration 

Tuesday 10th April at 2pm:   Wood turning display & demo by John Aikin 

Tuesday 24th April at 9:15am:  Coach trip to Saville Gardens, near Windsor 

Tuesday 8th May at 2pm:   Chiropody & foot care talk by Donna Taylor 

Tuesday 22nd May at 9.15am:  Coach trip to the National Memorial Arboretum, 

   near Lichfield 

Tea, Coffee and biscuits are served after, giving you time to get to know everyone.                   

 If you are interested, please contact Sheila on Tel. 828545 for further information 



Shiver me timbers 
By Chris Brooks, Open Spaces Working Group 

On a freezing cold day at the end of February, it was 

noticed that a tall willow tree in St Julian’s Wood was 

leaning dangerously towards the footpath. It had been 

leaning at an angle for many months, but now its roots 

were beginning to lift out of the ground.  

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust were contacted and, straight 

away, two of their staff came to St Julian’s to deal with 

it. Armed with chainsaws and a great deal of other 

equipment, Ellie and George met up with local        

volunteers Barry Thunder and Chris Brooks.  

The willow had two main trunks and was closely surrounded by other willows and 

ash trees. This meant a lot of thought had to go into how to cut it down, how it might 

get stuck in nearby trees, and which direction it would drop. The situation wasn’t 

helped by the falling snow, but thankfully that ceased after about twenty minutes 

leaving just a dusting on the woods, tools and workers.  

It took around three hours and a great deal of hard work, but eventually the entire 

willow was successfully and safely brought down. Thanks to the team and thanks to 

Alison Thunder who provided much 

needed hot drinks at “half-time”. Given 

the amount of effort involved, we’re    

hoping that it’ll be a long time before we 

need to bring a tree down again in an 

emergency - touch wood! 





South Marston Recreation Association 
By Angela Newton 

100 club winners 

Firstly, apologies as we printed the incorrect names of our winners from October. 

They were actually: Audrey Lewis (No 8), Steve Hatherall (No 67), Alan McElroy (No 

66) and Lionel Cave-Ayland (No 74), who all won £10.  

Apologies to Sheila Lavender, Barbara Rudnick, Lionel Cave-Ayland and Louise 

Field.  

January’s winners were: Andrew Newton (No 111), David Bickley (No 17), Terry   

Sansum (No 38) and Jill  Sansum (No 30)  

February’s winners were: Anne Vinall (No 95), Carol McCarthy (No 22), Alan 

McElroy (No 66) and Lionel Cave-Ayland (No 74). 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of the South Marston Recreation Association will be 

held at 7pm on Wednesday 14th March in the Carriers Arms. If you are interested in 

becoming a SMRA committee member, we have five spaces for co-opted members. 

Please contact Angela Newton, Chair on 832034 for more  details. 

Where is it? 
By Tony Leathart 

There was no correct answer to the last 

competition for the location of the Golden 

Jubilee memorial stone alongside the 

war memorial in the village garden. 

Can you solve this month’s quiz? Please 

send your answer to the photo below by 

23rd March to Tony Leathart  by email to  

tony.leathart@btinternet.com or text to 

07765703228 

The first correct 

answer pulled 

out of the hat 

will win.  

Go on have a 

go!  



Wiltshire Wildlife Trust WATCH group 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you care about nature and wildlife? 

Do you like working with children and their families? 

Are you creative and have some spare time? 

If so, then you could be a volunteer for a WATCH group in your area! 

WATCH groups are for children (aged 5 and over) and their families to get involved 

in and inspired by nature and the environment.  Meetings are held about once a 

month for a couple of hours (usually Saturday mornings) and involve a range of      

activities based on seasons, nature and wildlife.  Activities include pond dipping, bird 

watching, outdoor games and art and crafts. There are also opportunities to meet 

experts and get up close to wildlife! 

WATCH groups are run by 2 or 3 volunteer leaders, who plan and run the monthly 

activities. There is a small charge, per child, of £1.50 ( for WWT members), £2.50 

(non members) per session.  For each session attended, children can collect stickers 

for a Hedgehog award, and then work towards a Kestrel and Nature Ranger Award 

(these include some independent projects). 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust is hoping to set up a WATCH group at St Julian’s Community 

Wood. If this sounds like something you would like to be involved with, please in get 

in touch; I’d love to hear from you on GwenP@wiltshirewildlife.org 



Parish Council News 

Nothing to report 
By Colin McEwen, Chair of South Marston Parish Council 

Or is there? It’s been one of those periods when a lot has been ticking along in the 

background, but where there’s not much to show for it at the moment!  PC members 

have a monthly review meeting with Swindon’s New Eastern Villages team of officers 

as well as speaking to them directly on particular issues. 

ROAD JUNCTIONS: Residents may have visited one of the information events        

recently put on by the Borough showing the design work in progress on the junctions 

onto the A420/Oxford Road. This work is being progressed with assistance from      

external consultants. There is still some uncertainty as to how some major aspects of 

the overall transport infrastructure scheme will be delivered.  

Contrary to what you may have read elsewhere, it has always been the intention to 

keep the Ermin Street railway bridge open. When the Ermin Street access to the 

White Hart roundabout is closed, a new access will be made through to Oxford Road. 

The Parish Council has raised the issue of queuing on the Greenbridge roundabout 

adjacent to the entrance to the retail park.  The overall working of the junction is being 

monitored as part of the commissioning process and the timing of the lights is shortly 

to be tweaked to minimise queue lengths. 

An item of good news is that government money will now help fund the timely building 

of the Rowborough tunnel, reducing Rowborough traffic using the Carpenters Arms 

junction.  Secondly, the planners have responded to our concerns about pedestrians 

and cyclists crossing the A420 to get to the planned secondary school and Park and 

Ride.   A cycle and pedestrian footbridge or tunnel is now planned east of the         

Carpenters Arms with the extra money expected to come from additional housing 

south of the A420.  We have pointed out the risk of a tunnel flooding! 

TRENCHES: Two trenches are currently being dug along our roads to take utilities to 

the warehouses at Symmetry Point on the A420.  Electricity is being cabled in from     

Stratton and water from the new mains alongside the A419.  We asked planners for an           

assurance that this disruption would not be repeated.  We didn’t get it. Utility providers 

have the right to lay cables and pipes along Highways, but not over private land. 

There is no mechanism in place whereby a single ‘main’ supply is provided for       

multiple developments.  This raises the possibility that our roads will be dug up by 

each and every developer.  

This confirms our experience that there is no ‘they’ who have everything under control. 

It is up to us to try to see ahead and influence not only the ‘what’ but also the ‘how’ of 

future development. 

 



VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT: The developers of the HHT, Crown Timber and Hotel 

sites are all in negotiation with the Borough’s planners to finalise the details of their 

permissions.   Policy 2 of our Neighbourhood Plan requires them to produce Design 

Codes and we will urge that a sensible regime for the supply of utilities is put in place. 

All parties except one appear to be in agreement as to how to mitigate the noise   

coming from the Synergy Health/Steris building which is holding up progress. 

The consultant supporting the design work on the Village Centre should be in place in 

mid-March. We are looking to design this alongside the expansion of the school so, for 

instance, the car parking area for one can provide overspill parking for the other. 

So, although there is activity beneath the surface, there isn’t much to show for it at the 

moment.  We were planning an information event for late March, but now propose to 

hold this in May when there will be more to display and discuss with residents. 

Prior to this, on the 3rd May, the Parish Council election will be held. At the moment, 

even if all current councillors stand again, we are 2 councillors short.  We would dearly 

like to see some new faces. Preferably younger than us, but we’re not fussy! If you 

would like to chat it over, and maybe come along to a meeting to see what is involved, 

please contact Claire. 

Footbridge update 
By Claire Penny, Parish Clerk 

Thank you to resident David Burgess who sent us this image of the new footbridge 

being built to allow residents safe pedestrian access across the railway line near 

South Marston Farm, as part of the new footpath 5 route. As mentioned in the  last 

edition of Community News, this route will take residents from the village down to 

South Marston Farm, across the railway and out onto the A420, close to the new 

junction for the warehousing site at Symmetry Point. We hope it will be open soon. 



The F&E Harris Memorial Trust:  
Free trip for residents 

The Trustees are pleased to announce their first free Annual Trip to the seaside on 

4th July 2018 for senior citizens of South Marston Village aged 65 or over. 

The trip this year will be to Corfe Castle  

 

 

 

 

 

 

and then a steam train ride to Swanage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in this trip to the seaside please let us know by contacting: 

Mary Cooper on 823530 or  

Robbie Taylor on 823757 or  robina.taylor@btinternet.com  

The Uplands Trust in Swindon have an opportunity for an   

enthusiastic, self-motivated and hardworking person to take 

responsibility for and support the development of a small  

holding and outdoor facility for students with learning            

difficulties.   25 hours per week for 52 weeks @£9.00/hour 

The role involves general maintenance of the small holding, small animal             

management, preparation of on-site teaching resources, and some mentoring of     

students with a range of learning and physical difficulties. In addition, the successful 

applicant will be expected to support the student-initiated social enterprise projects. 

For an application pack please email truemanj@uplands.swindon.sch.uk or call the 

HR office on 01793 286635. 



Spring Clean time in South 
Marston 
By Mandie Olive 

It’s the Big UK Spring Clean in early March. Can you spare 

some time to join us & help with our village Spring Clean? 

Any time you can give will be much appreciated.    

We really need your help and everyone is welcome! Those with children can help by 

collecting litter in safer areas around the village. All equipment (including litter      

grabbers) will be provided by SMRA and the Parish Council. 

Please join us on Sunday 18th March at 11am in the Village Hall. If you are 

unable to join us on the day, you can help by spending a few minutes tidying outside 

your property.  It all helps. 

Let’s all work together making South Marston a clean & safe place to live. Let’s 

stamp out littering & fly tipping. For further information please contact Mandie Olive  

on 07794076015 or mamamandieolive@yahoo.co.uk 

Thank you to our contractor, AllBuild Building & Landscape, who are kindly 

supporting this event by disposing of all waste collected on the day for free.  



South Marston and the 
RAF Centenary 

By Tony Leathart  

This year, the Royal Air Force will be 100 years old having been formed under      

Viscount Trenchard by the amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal 

Naval Air Service towards the end of World War 1 on 1st April 1918.  Following a 

number of air operations between the wars, the RAF then played a vital role in the 

defence of Great Britain during the Battle of Britain in 1940. In preparation for war, 

the Ministry of Aircraft Production made plans for 'shadow' sites which would provide 

back-up to the country's leading aircraft factories should they be attacked - and even 

substitute for them, if they were put out of action.   

South Marston was to play an important role in   

support of the RAF during the war. It was chosen 

because of its good communication links, but also 

because it was so close to the large skilled work-

force of Swindon's Great Western Railway factory.  

The carpentry skills of the craftsmen from the     

carriage and wagon shops were to prove essential 

in the manufacture of the earlier  wooden aircraft. 

The hangars where the first aircraft were built can be seen today where Crocodile 

Packaging  and Young European are now located on  the Thornhill Industrial Estate .   

At the start of the war, South Marston was to   

shadow the Phillips and Powis aircraft factory at 

Woodley, near Reading, and by 1940 some of the 

production of a training aircraft, the Miles Master, 

was transferred to the new South Marston site. In 

all, over a thousand Masters were built here.  The 

Miles Master with its powerful engine, retractable 

undercarriages, flaps and variable pitch propellers 

was nearly as fast as a Spitfire but had no armament or radio. It was to prove to be 

one of the unsung heroes of the Battle of Britain whose pilots were trained in air 

combat ability in them when they joined their operational squadrons. Some of these 

aircraft were even to see active service as glider tugs.   

In August 1940 the Short Brothers factory at Rochester was bombed, so the        

manufacture of another wooden aircraft, the Stirling bomber, was moved to South 

Marston. Here, in a purpose-built factory on South Marston airfield where Honda       

production is now located, it was assembled from parts made around Swindon.  The 

first Stirling to be delivered to the RAF from here took off at the beginning of 1942 

and soon the factory was completing 16 a month. Following the theme of the article 

on the front cover, many of the delivery pilots were female and had to fly aircraft for 



the first time without any training! 

Later on in the war, increased demand for the new 

generation of Spitfires, the Mark 21, meant that 

South Marston turned all of its production over to 

these most famous of fighters. Control of the factory 

passed to Supermarine and much of the workforce 

had to be retrained on metalwork.  The first Spitfire 

from here was delivered to the RAF at the end of 1943.  Vickers bought the factory 

and the airfield soon after the war and other aircraft types were then made.   

None, in my opinion however, compared to the first aircraft built here, the Miles   

Master, which took part in a famous and courageous expedition at the start of the 

Battle of Britain.  

In May 1940, the Commanding Officer (CO) of 54 Squadron RAF Hornchurch was 

returning home from operations over occupied France when he saw a fellow pilot  

come under enemy fire. This plane was being piloted by the CO of Hornchurch’s   

other squadron, 74, and was struck by enemy fire and heavily damaged. Unable to 

fly any further, they were forced to land their crippled Spitfire on the enemy airfield at 

Calais-Marck, watched all the while by the CO of 54 Squadron who could do nothing 

to help.  

The CO of 54 Squadron could only fly home but the moment he touched down at 

RAF Hornchurch he offered his services to go back and collect the other pilot. In 

need of something to accommodate him and his passenger, he found the only    

available 2-seater plane left on base— a fluorescent yellow unarmed Miles Master 

trainer.  Escorted by two Spitfires, he flew at low level across the channel and landed 

at Calais-Marck but the downed pilot was nowhere to be seen. Taking off again, and 

the Luftwaffe now aware of him, he was attacked by a Messerschmitt. Trying to 

evade being hit, and with tracers zinging around his aircraft, he landed again, 

switched off his engine and jumped into a ditch to hide… and found himself       

alongside his missing pilot, Squadron Leader White, 

stuck hiding from the German army travelling to Dunkirk 

along the main road alongside the airfield. With their 

Spitfire escort forced to return home having shot down 

three Messerschmitts, the two pilots nervously hand 

cranked their plane, and took off.       

Without escort, they flew home very frightened about 6 

feet above the sea and landed safely and much relieved 

at Hornchurch.  The citation for the pilot recommended 

him for the VC but this was turned down on the basis of 

the Spitfire escort.  Instead the King came down to   

Hornchurch to present him personally with the DSO.  I 

knew that pilot very well.  He was my father. 





Dog show 
In conjunction with South Marston Village Summer Fete 

 

Is your dog a potential champion? 

We will be holding a companion Dog 

Show at the Village Fete this year on 

Saturday 7th July.  The show is open to 

all dogs whether pedigree or not.  There 

will be all types of classes, some for 

Kennel Club registered dogs and lots of 

fun classes for all ages - of dogs and 

humans, with prizes for the first 6 in 

each class. 

Entries will be taken on the day from 1.30pm and the show will begin at 2.30pm. 

Bring your dog along to the fete with you and have a go at showing.  

For information, please contact Vanna Leathart on 01793 832195 or via email to  

vanna.leathart@btinternet.com. 

Tots and Toddler fun! 
By Kirsty Feline 

Tots has been fairly busy of late and has been having lots of fun 

with sensory play and  baking.  We will soon be starting our 

Easter crafts and an Easter egg hunt.  We are looking forward to 

some warmer weather and getting  outside to play! 

 

Tots and Toddlers is a 

group for children aged 

0-4.  We meet every 

Wednesday morning in 

the Village Hall during 

term time, 9am to 

11am. Each session 

costs just  £2 per family 

and includes a snack 

and drink.  

Look forward to seeing 

you there. 



South Marston Gardening Club 
 

We have two great events planned in April and May and new members are always 

very welcome.  

Whether you’re an experienced gardener or completely new and want to learn how, 

come along and meet other residents who share your interest! 
 

Monday 9th April, 7:30pm—9:30pm, South Marston Village Hall 

Stuart “Wildman” Mabbutt: “Wildlife in Everyday Gardens”.  

Stuart will talk about attracting wildlife in our gardens and how we can begin to      

appreciate it better by using our senses and exploring our collective psychology and 

sociology. 

“We look but do we see, we listen but do we hear, we touch but do we feel, we sniff 

but do we smell, we eat but do we taste”. 

Stuart uses sensory engagement to nature to manage his own pain from            

Rheumatoid Arthritis and hopes to, in collaboration with Oxford University, drive      

forward the understanding behind what’s going on in the human body that allows him 

to do this.  
 

Monday 14th May, 7:30pm—9:30pm, South Marston Village Hall 

Pete & Bob Biggs from      

Wanborough Herb Nurseries: 

“Culinary Herbs and their     

Uses”. 

They will bring along a large        

selection of herbs which can be 

purchased at the end of the      

evening.  

 

Other events 

Monday 11th June:   Plant Sale  

Monday 2nd July:    Members BBQ, 7pm—9pm at Catsbrain Farm  

Saturday 7th July:    South Marston Fete where Gardening Club will have a 

  stall selling plants, produce and cakes.  

Sunday 29th July:    South Marston Village Open Garden Day, 2pm to  5pm 

Friday 17th August:   Registration for the Annual Flower and Produce Show 

  (Gardening Club Members, South Marston Allotment 



  holders and South Marston Residents only). 7—8pm 

Saturday 18th August:   Annual Flower and Produce Show 

Monday 3rd September:  Speaker: Paul Green of Newent of Gloucestershire— 

 It’s Not All about Flowers – Foliage and Stem Interest 

Monday 1st October:   Speaker: Geoff Hodge of Peterborough Talk— Bugs & 

 Garden Plagues - Pest & Disease Control  

Monday 12th November:   Workshop  

Monday 3rd December:   Social Evening   

 

Membership and events 

Events are £3 each on the door or you can join for the year as a full member for just 

£12.  

All members (new and old) are guaranteed a warm welcome along with some tea 

and cake and an optional raffle!  

 

Further information  

For more information, please contact Mike New on 827807 or 07999914751 

 

 

 
 

One Year Celebration! 

We have now been in the pub for a whole year!  

We would like to thank all our customers for their support – It has been 
a good year and we are looking forward to many more here.  

Our bookings for Mothers Day are filling up fast so please give us a call 
to book or pop in and see us to avoid disappointment. Remember we 
are now open all day on a Sunday serving delicious food 12:00 – 8pm.   

Please check the advertising boards at the pub for updates, see our   
Facebook page @thecarpentersarms1 or call us Tel; 01793 822997 

Clare, Claire and The Carpenters Arms Team look forward to seeing you soon.  



Dear friends,  

In the middle of Lent and our preparations for Easter, Mothering Sunday comes to 

brighten our days. This year it is on 11th March and I hope you will come and share 

our special services in thanksgiving for all who care.  

I wonder what memories are stirred in your heart as you think about your Mother. 

Maybe you were closer to an Aunt, a Grandmother, a Godmother or your father;     

whoever comes to mind as someone who cared for us and guided us through our 

childhood and into adulthood we want to say ‘thank you’ for their love. It is love that 

makes us flourish, it is love that builds our self-esteem, it is love that gives us           

confidence and it is love that never dies. These people, male or female who have 

shown us what love is and modelled it for us have given us wonderful examples of 

how to be a channel of blessing. 

This year in our Team Parishes we want to develop as a community to reach out as 

channels of blessing to those beyond our walls. Our example and model for this is   

Jesus Christ. He showed us what real love is. He did not worry about being a people 

pleaser, or what people thought about Him as He reached out to be a channel of 

God’s blessing to those who were alienated by the culture and society of His day. He 

offended the leaders who kept their positions of authority by making rules no-one 

could keep and that led to direct confrontation. It looked like they had won when Jesus 

hung on the cross of shame but it became the cross of glory - it wasn’t the end, it was 

a new beginning bought for us with the price of unconditional love. A love that       

transforms lives.   

Easter Sunday falls on 1st April this year and for some the cross is still considered 

foolishness but for those who have tasted the new life it brings and have been         

encompassed in this love beyond all understanding it is utterly awe-inspiring. We want 

to be channels of blessing too with everyday acts of kindness, in our work place, in our 

homes and even down at the gym or out in the town. Every week we pray for God’s 

blessing on every aspect of our communities and we are always willing to pray for 

people’s needs.  

May God bless you every day so that you might flourish and grasp the height, depth 

and width of His love for you. 

Rev. Vicky Fleming, Priest in Charge.  

South Marston Church News 
Seeking, sharing and serving God together  



Contacting the Church 
Priest in Charge: Rev. Vicky Fleming 01793 827021 vicky.fleming981@btinternet.com 

Church Office: St. Margaret’s Centre, stmargaretsoffice2@btconnect.com or 01793 

826505. They are open Tuesday to Thursday 9am to 12pm 

Check out our website for the latest information on what’s happening at church: 

www.strattonteamministry.co.uk 

Church Services and events 
 

4th March:  11am Family 

11th March: 9.30am Holy Communion 

18th March:  No service here but 10am Team Service at St Margaret’s 

25th March: 8am Holy Communion 

1st April:  Easter Sunday. 11am Family Holy Communion 

8th April:  9.30am Holy Communion 

15th April:  10am Team Service here 

22nd April:  8am Holy Communion 

29th April:  No Service here but 10am Team Service at St Margaret’s 

6th May:  11am Family Service 

13th May:  9.30am Holy Communion 

20th May:  No Service here but 10am Team Service at St Margaret’s 

27th May:  8am Holy Communion 

29th March: Passover meal 7.30pm at St Margaret’s Centre 

30th March: Good Friday. 10am Family Service at St Margaret’s Church 

   2pm Hour Round the cross at St Leonard’s Church, Stanton  

   Fitzwarren 

10th May:  Ascension Day service 7.30pm at South Marston Church 

Saturday Scene is held 4pm-5.15pm at St Margaret’s Centre on the second         

Saturday of each Month 

Meeting Point is held at South Marston Village Hall 10am-12.30  on the second  

Saturday of each Month.  

Come join us and be sure of a warm welcome.  



In our (chilly) back garden 
By the Open Spaces Working Group 

Despite the interesting winter weather, progress has been made on several of our 

open spaces. 

Orchard Meadow & St Julian’s Woodland 

Work in Orchard Meadow has seen the fruit tree pruning completed, and we look   

forward to a bumper crop of fruit this year. 

Community Payback teams have moved most of the soil piles to St Julian’s Wood to 

repair the pathside gaps and have been tidying up what remains. We plan to grass 

those areas to give a fully grassed meadow. We are planning to continue with the 

trial wildflower areas and extend to surround the flood pond area.  

Hazel coppicing continues in St Julian’s Wood 

along with hedge trimming and tree felling to thin 

out some of the fast-growing willow trees. This 

will allow more light onto the woodland floor and       

encourage more of the spring bulbs to flourish    

under the trees. 

The footpath and its edges will be tidied and 

cleared of mud during February and March         

together with grass reseeding. Plans are in hand 

to make some small repairs to the path surface 

where needed. 

Logs piled next to the path are free to take home 

for burning or other uses, please help yourself 

and perhaps give a small contribution to the     

ongoing maintenance costs. Just contact Chris or 

Barry to contribute. 

Look out for flowering spring plants under the trees over the next few months,        

together with our occasional kingfisher visitor. 

Inconsiderate owners 

Unfortunately, some thoughtless dog owner(s) haven’t been clearing up their dog’s 

poo. If you see this occurring, please report to Chris or Barry. St Julian’s Wood is 

owned by Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and is only a public open space at their discretion 

and we do not wish to lose this facility for the village. 

The Village Garden and War Memorial project. 

With 2018 being the centenary of the end of WW1 (11th November 1918), and the 

formation of the RAF (1st April 1918), the Open Spaces Working Group are working 
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toward opening this central village garden area to provide an attractive social space 

for all to use.  We are delighted to say the Trustees of the F&E Harris Memorial Trust 

are supporting us with this project. 

The garden needs some serious care and attention, so we are currently organising 

improvements to make it more visible, attractive and accessible.  

If you’d like to be involved and have any ideas, we’d like to hear from you.            

Particularly village groups such as the Gardening Club, Youth Club and any other 

interested groups.  Please contact Chris, Anne or Barry to find out more details and 

how you can help. 

 Volunteers Days 

Our first volunteers day for 2018 will take place on Sunday 25th March, 10am to 2pm 

meeting at St Julian’s Wood. These days are opportunities to meet other villagers, 

get to know some of our woods and green spaces, and also help to build and     

maintain our village community.  Every one attending will also be given a free hot 

lunch burger or hotdog!   

Our next two events are already planned for 22nd April and 24th June.  

Contact 

You can contact Chris on 829868, Anne on 07966593026 or Barry on 826697 



Little Ted’s Corner 

Hello to all my Friends, 

Henry the bear: I wanted to share an email I received from my friend Henry the 

Bear, who went on a few adventures recently. 

Hi Little Ted, 

I just wanted to let you know that I had lots more          

adventures at the end of 2017. We went to Scotland, 

Birmingham Christmas market and had a Christmas 

break in the Lake District. I got to see some great sights, 

played in the snow AND made lots of new friends!  

In 2018, we’ve already planned a family holiday to      

Dorset, our annual trip to the Lakes as well as a short 

break in the Yorkshire Dales. I hope we can meet soon 

and hear more about your adventures. 

Love,  Henry the Bear 

It looks like Henry has been having lots of fun!  

Spring is on It's way: Although it hasn’t felt like it lately, Spring really is just around 

the corner and I am starting to think about what I can grow in my allotment  garden. 

At the moment, I’m thinking of growing some potatoes and onions as well as garlic, 

peas, carrots and leeks. Growing your own vegetables is great fun, especially when 

you get to pick and eat the end product! Have you tried growing your own             

vegetables? Why not ask your parents if you can try it this spring? It’s a great way to 

get outside and get fresh air (and sometimes a little muddy)  

In the next edition I will be lunching a competition to find out who can grow the       

tallest sunflower and the longest carrot. Look out for more details.  

Happy planting 

Love Little Ted 



Useful Contacts 
SM Parish Council, 686150 clerksmpc@southmarston.org.uk  

Wiltshire Police Community Support,  PCSO’s Kelly & Lishman 0845 4087000 

South Marston Church: Priest-in-charge, Vicky Fleming 827021. Church Wardens, 

Richard Sansum 831473 and Tina Hiscocks, 832884. PCC: Dorinda Balchin, Mary 

Crichton, Diane Gambles & William Hiscocks. Meeting Point: Richard 831473 

Saturday Scene: Donald 825693.   

South Marston CofE Primary School: 823379   

SMRA: Angela Newton 832034, Julie Hatherall 826028 Village Hall hire: Rachel 

Case on rcase@sky.com  

Youth Club: Julie Hatherall 826028  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk   

Tots and Toddlers: Kirsty Feline kirstyfeline@hotmail.com  

F&E Harris Memorial Trust: Robbie Taylor 823757  

Gardening Club: Mike New on 827807  

Friendly Club: Sheila Jinks on 828545 Swindon Dial a Ride: 521123  

Neighbourhood Watch: Jill Quadri on jillquadri@btinternet.com  

Swindon Streetsmart 445501 or streetsmart@swindon.gov.uk 

About Community News 
South Marston Community News is produced by the Communications Working 

Group of South Marston Parish Council.  

Although part-funded by the Parish Council, the Editorial Board of Community News    

operates independently and aims to produce an impartial, community focused    

magazine which is of interest to all residents.  

Our Editorial Policy can be seen on the village website www.southmarston.org.uk. 

For details of the Communications Working Group, information on how to submit an 

article or for any other information, please contact the Editor, Claire Penny, on      

Editor@southmarston.org.uk.  

Please note that letters to the Editor cannot be printed.  

Community News is produced in partnership with our printers, Orchard 

Press (www.Orchard-Press.co.uk). 




