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South Marston Parish Council 
Neighbourhood Plan Committee 

Meeting on 17th August 2015 at 7.00 p.m.in the Village Hall 
Draft Minutes 

Members of the Committee: 
Sylvia Brown (Chair) Colin McEwen Barry Thunder  Anne Featherstone  Stuart Young Tony Leathart   
Ben Lovelock Alan McElroy 
 
Members of the Expansion Working Group who are not on the NPC have been invited to join us at this meeting. 
1. Apologies: Stuart Young, Ben Lovelock 
2. Open 10 minutes 

Members of public present - Bill Giles, Mary Cooper, Jenny McEwen, who were invited to join in the agenda discussions, but would not be able to vote.   
Declarations of Interest – Colin McEwen has consulted Stephen Taylor (Director of Law & 
Democratic Services and Monitoring Officer, SBC) who has confirmed that there is no 
personal interest if the decision does not affect a parish councillor to a greater extent than the majority of other residents in the parish or ward.  If there is no personal interest then there cannot be any prejudicial interest.  Members of the NPC and PC could therefore all 
participate in a vote on adoption or amendment of the Neighbourhood Plan, but would continue to declare, as necessary, any personal interests in discussions on particular topics 
within it. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 16th June 2015 were approved. 
Proposed: CM   Seconded: AF 

4. Update on progress/meetings 
SB, CRM and BT attended a meeting last week with SBC to discuss their input and further 
progress to be made with the pre-submission document.  This will enable SMPC to provide a range of options to the Village that have the benefit of technical appraisal. 

5. Review of responses to the pre-submission draft Neighbourhood Plan consultation  
A master document had been compiled noting all responses by topic. 
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 30 written responses had been received, and 106 people attended the exhibition at the fete and 
engaged in dialogue with members of the Committee.  
Some valuable additions and amendments have been received, including from statutory consultees such as Natural England and Historic England.   
A substantial response has been received from HHT to the pre-submission document with an invitation to engage in further dialogue. 
  Colin McEwen will respond to the letter of response from HHT and accept their offer of further discussions.  
 AF commended the analysis of input received, but asked about the responses which mentioned 
the quality of consultation.  She was concerned about including consultation results from 2006 which may be outdated.  Jenny McEwen also noted that views within the village may change as 
residents moved in or out.  CRM noted that some respondents had specifically mentioned the value of the 2006 
consultation in their input.  Its inclusion in the consultation history was as one element of a continuous series of consultations with village residents, each time responding to decisions 
affecting village development that were made in the statutory arena at the time – e.g. the Core Strategy in 2008/9, the Local Plan in 2012/13.  The 2012 consultation rehearsed many of the conclusions of early exercises.   
 The number of respondents disagreeing with the expansion of the school site was discussed.  It 
was noted that the 2012 consultation in advance of the Local Plan included a household questionnaire which had asked the village their preference for the future location of the school – this had produced a 62% vote in favour of the existing site. It was noted that the June 2012 had 
153 attendees, not including those who were exhibiting, which is an exceptional turnout for a village of this size.  . 
 Mary Cooper declared a personal interest in the school site.  She commented that people who voted against had very good reasons. 

6. Review proposed amendments to the draft plan 
Members were invited to e-mail comments on proposed amendments to Sylvia Brown as soon as possible. 

7. Recommendation to the Parish Council re submission to Swindon Borough Council 
Following discussion, the following recommendations to the Parish Council were agreed. 
a. To note that the NPC commends the work carried out on the submission and responses, and 

notes that the plan will ready for submission to SBC in the near future b. That a response be sent the main developers (HHT) with a view to early dialogue 
c. That the offer made by SBC of external support to work up options for the village centre is 

accepted, to include exploration of the options for primary school provision.   
Proposed: SB Seconded: TL 
Agreed unanimously. 
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8. Communications – alterations to the SM plan website. 
It was agreed to update the Neighbourhood Plan website to advise that the plan is being amended following the feedback from villagers and organisations.  
It was agreed to put a post on the South Marston website thanking respondents for their input saying we are currently reviewing the comments.  
It was agreed to contact respondents by e-mail (post for those without internet access). The summary of responses prepared by Sylvia Brown would be sent to all respondents.  
Barry Thunder was impressed by the level of engagement and response from villagers at the NP stand at the Village Fete. 

9. NPC Budget monitoring 
A budget monitoring spreadsheet was reviewed. Spending is well under the budget originally agreed. 

10. Any other business 
No other business 

Meeting closed at 10.00. 


