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SOUTH MARSTON VILLAGE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2026 

Annex 6: Basic Conditions Statement 

 

Town and County Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Paragraph 8 (2) of Schedule 4B 

This Plan is a Neighbourhood Development Plan submitted by South 

Marston Parish Council as the qualifying body for the relevant 

Neighbourhood Area as defined in the plan approved by Swindon Borough 

Council on 4th June 2015 (documentation reproduced in Annex 9)  
 

Introduction 

 

Basic Conditions 

This Basic Conditions Statement has been prepared to accompany the South Marston 
Neighbourhood Plan (SMNP) 

It addresses the requirements in Paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B of the Town and Country 

Planning Act 1990 that Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) must meet basic 

conditions as follows: 

(i) the draft NDP must have appropriate regard to national policies and advice contained 

in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  This has been dealt with in 

Section 1. 

(ii) the draft NDP must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.  This 
has been dealt with in Section 2. 

(iii) the draft NDP must be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the 

development plan for the area of the local planning authority.  Section 3 demonstrates 

the conformity of the SMNP with the Swindon Local Plan 2026 policies. 

(iv) the draft NDP must meet the relevant EU obligations.  This has been dealt with under 
Section 4. 

 
Local Plan 

The relevant Local Planning Authority is Swindon Borough Council (SBC) and the relevant 

local plan is the Swindon Local Plan 2026 (‘the Local Plan”), adopted by the Borough in 

March 2015 for the period up to 2026. 
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Submitting Authority 

South Marston Parish Council is the qualifying body as defined by the Localism Act 2011 for 

the relevant area, comprising part of the Parish of South Marston. 

Neighbourhood Area 

The SMNP applies to that part of the Parish of South Marston in the Borough of Swindon 
that can be broadly described as South Marston village and its immediate hinterland. 

The application for a Neighbourhood Plan made under Part 2 of the Neighbourhood 

Planning (General) Regulations 2012 was approved by Swindon Borough Council on 4th 

June 2015 for the Neighbourhood Area.  It is shown on the plan below and is more 

particularly described and justified in SMNP para. 3.4 - 3.6. 

 

South Marston Parish Council confirms that this South Marston Neighbourhood 
Development Plan relates only to the area shown in the Neighbourhood Area Plan and to no 
other Neighbourhood Areas.  No other Neighbourhood Development Plan exists nor is in 
development for part or all of the designated area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Period 
SMNP Para. 3.1 states that the Plan will take effect in the period to 2026 in line with the 

Local Plan and be monitored and revised from time to time in line with SBC revisions of the 

Local Plan.  

Neighbourhood Area: ----- 

Parish Boundary:       ------ 
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Section 1: National Policy 
 

The following section describes how the SMNP proposal relates to the National Planning 
Policy Framework (March 2012). 

Sustainable Development 

The central theme of the NPPF is the presumption in favour of sustainable development. In 
this context sustainable development is broadly defined internationally as meeting the needs 
of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs. 

The NPPF uses three ‘dimensions’ to describe what is required of the planning system and 
thus, where appropriate, the SMNP: 

• ECONOMIC: to contribute to building a strong, responsive and competitive economy, 
by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at 
the right time to support growth and by improving the local supporting infrastructure. 

The Local Plan endorses this principle and Local Plan Policies NC3 and RA3 provide 

for land allocation for the tripling in size of South Marston village. SMNP Section 4 

specifically acknowledges this and SMNP is built in conformity with those proposals. 

No land allocation is proposed by SMNP itself. 

 

• SOCIAL: to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the supply 
of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by 
creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the 
community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being. 

Local Plan SD2 sets out the housing supply for the whole Borough. The policy 
allocated 640 dwellings at South Marston further detailed in Local Plan Policy RA3. 
The SMNP does not allocate development beyond this 

Local Plan Policies DE1 and DE2 address design in general and Policies NC3 and 
RA3 specifically address issues relating to the NEV and South Marston. SMNP builds 
on these by way of a Vision and Policies with supporting text. 

 

• ENVIRONMENTAL: to contribute to protecting and enhancing the natural, built and 
historic environment; helping to improve biodiversity, making better use of natural 
resources, minimising waste and pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate 
change including moving to a low carbon economy 

SMNP contains sections that identify, protect and promote green infrastructure, the 
natural and historic environment and biodiversity. There are transport proposals that 
will reduce pollution and a section on flood risk. 
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 NPPF 12 Core Planning Principles 
 

The SMNP meets the 12 core planning principles put forward in the NPPF (Paragraph 17) as 

follows.  

 

1. Planning should be genuinely plan-led, empowering local people to shape their 

surroundings, with succinct local and neighbourhood plans setting out a positive vision 

for the future of the area. Plans should be kept up-to-date, and be based on joint 

working and co-operation to address larger than local issues. They should provide a 

practical framework within which decisions on planning applications can be made with a 

high degree of predictability and efficiency. 

 

The SMNP was developed following extensive community local consultation over a 

period of years and in response to the National and Local planning strategies and 

policies as set out in the Consultation Statement at Annex 10.   It has the following 

vision: 

 

VISION 

South Marston will be a high quality, integrated village with an enhanced sense of 

community, activity and safety and with a design that builds on the existing character 

and features in a sustainable manner.  

1. Delivering an integrated development, not separate mass housing estates south of 
the village 

2. Retaining a rural identity for the expanded village through green infrastructure and 
separation from neighbouring communities 

3. Taking account of the current mix of housing types and tenure of the existing village 
whilst addressing future needs 

4. Giving safe road access onto the A420 with minimal delays 

5. Improving road safety for all 

6. Providing an attractive village centre to serve the whole community 

7. Fostering health and well-being and a sense of community for local people 

8. Creating rights of way on foot and by cycle taking us quickly and safely where we 
want to go. 

 
The Policies developed in pursuance of this vision provide a practical framework within 

which decisions on planning applications can be made with a high degree of 

predictability and efficiency. 

 

2. Planning should not simply be about scrutiny, but instead be a creative exercise in 

finding ways to enhance and improve the places in which people live their lives. 

SMNP Policies contribute to enhancing and improving the community: 

1: Integrated village, 2: Design, 3: Village Centre with community facilities, 4 to 7: Roads 

and Streets,   8: Cycleways and Footpaths, 9: Green Infrastructure, 10: Hedges, 14: 

Housing for the Elderly. 
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3. Planning should proactively drive and support sustainable economic 

development to deliver the homes, business and industrial units, infrastructure and 

thriving local places that the country needs. Every effort should be made objectively to 

identify and then meet the housing, business and other development needs of an area, 

and respond positively to wider opportunities for growth. Plans should take account of 

market signals, such as land prices and housing affordability, and set out a clear 

strategy for allocating sufficient land which is suitable for development in their area, 

taking account of the needs of the residential and business communities.  

 

The SMNP acknowledges and adopts the tripling in size of the community authorised in 

Local Plan Policies NC3 and RA3 which accepts that no additional land allocation for 

employment use is appropriate within the neighbourhood area. 

 

The SMNP VISION expands on the principles of how this is to be achieved as set out in 

Local Plan Policy RA3. 

 

SMNP Para. 11.2 states ‘South Marston’s economy is now driven by a combination of 

proximity to manufacturing and office employment sites and to the strategic road 

network.’  Para. 11.5 notes that there are a number of smaller employers and twice the 

national average of home workers. SMNP Section 22 further examines the impact on 

employment of the Local Plan and SMNP Policies. 

 

The potential problems for commuter traffic are explored in SMNP paras. 18.6 -18.9.  

SMNP Policy 5 emphasises the need for good access onto and along the A420 and 

A419 corridors and into the Swindon employment areas.  

 

SMNP paras. 23.2 – 23.3 note the universally poor broadband capability in the area and 

its negative effect on local enterprises which was confirmed in consultation with the local 

enterprise group.  Policy 11 seeks to address this. 

 

4. Planning should always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of 

amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings.  

SMNP VISION 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 address quality of design and amenity. 

 

Most Policies in the SMNP could be said to address this principle.  Those that 

specifically address design and amenity include SMNP Policy2 - Design and its 

associated Design Principles and SMNP Policy 3 -Village Centre and community 

facilities. 

 

5. Planning should take account of the different roles and character of different 

areas, promoting the vitality of our main urban areas, protecting the Green Belts around 

them, recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and supporting 

thriving rural communities within it.  

SMNP VISION 2, ‘Retaining a rural identity for the expanded village’ will be delivered 

through Policies 9 and 10  relating to green infrastructure,  separation from neighbouring 

communities and protecting hedgerows which builds on Local Plan Policies NC3 and 

RA3. 

SMNP VISION 8, ‘Creating rights of way on foot and by cycle taking us quickly and 

safely where we want to go’ will be delivered through Policy 8, which envisages a 
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significant shift to sustainable modes of travel into the countryside and also to local 

employment centres and the proposed secondary school. 

Policy 2 provides for an attractive and open village centre with facilities to encourage the 

growth of community activity and social interaction in the expanded village.  

 

6. Planning should support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing 

climate, taking full account of flood risk and coastal change, and encourage the reuse 

of existing resources, including conversion of existing buildings, and encourage the use 

of renewable resources (for example, by the development of renewable energy). 

The risk of flooding is recognised in Section 25 and Policy 13. The Policy wording is in 

compliance with Local Plan Policy EN6.  

 

Local Plan Policy DE2 ensures sustainable construction principles are applied.   

 

7. Planning should contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment 

and reducing pollution. Allocations of land for development should prefer land of 

lesser environmental value, where consistent with other policies in this Framework.  

SMNP makes no allocations of land for housing.  The strategic development area and 

brownfield land which will deliver the housing expansion are determined by Local Plan 

Policies NC3 and RA3.  

SMNP VISION 4, ‘Giving safe road access onto the A420 with minimal delays’ will be 

delivered through Policies 5 and 6 in the Neighbourhood Plan which aim to reduce 

congestion and therefore pollution.  

SMNP VISION 8, ‘Creating rights of way on foot and by cycle taking us quickly and 

safely where we want to go’ promotes sustainable transport and will be delivered 

through the extensive strategic footpath and cycleway network outlined in Policy 8.  

 

8. Planning should encourage the effective use of land by reusing land that has been 

previously developed (brownfield land), provided that it is not of high environmental 

value 

The available brownfield sites are included in the allocation for residential development 

in Local Plan Policy RA3.  The SMNP supports this and allows for further windfall sites 

to come forward, provided they contribute towards the creation of an integrated village – 

SMNP para. 14.2. 

 

9.  Planning should promote mixed use developments, and encourage multiple 

benefits from the use of land in urban and rural areas, recognising that some open land 

can perform many functions (such as for wildlife, recreation, flood risk mitigation, carbon 

storage, or food production).  

 

South Marston is a rural community on the outskirts of a major urban area, but 

surrounded by employment land providing a wide range of job opportunities within 

walking/cycling distance.   

 

Local Plan NC3 specifies substantial housing development, tripling the size of the village 

to give a total of around 1,000 dwellings.  Local Plan RA3 provides for ‘an integrated 
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village with a distinct rural and separate identity’ with a strong village centre containing 

amenities and services.  

 

The SMNP accepts the proposed development and develops the principles in Local 

Plan RA3.  Policy 1 requires an integrated approach to development. 

Policy 3 describes the Village Centre as an attractive space with a mix of educational, 

recreational, community and sports functions.  Policy 4 requires residential streets that 

will have dual transport, community and public realm functions.  Section 20 recognises 

the potential visual and recreational amenity value of the green infrastructure as well as 

flood risk mitigation.  The ‘green wedges’ described in Policy 9 combine with the other 

green infrastructure described in Section 20 to provide attractive settings for the 

strategic and leisure footpath/cycleways. 

  

10. Planning should conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their 

significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of this 

and future generations, 

The SMNP VISION ‘builds on the existing character and features in a sustainable 

manner’. 

Local Plan Policy EN 10 sets out the detailed requirement.  Section 27 of the 

Neighbourhood Plan,  ‘Historic Environment’, details local listed buildings together with 

heritage buildings and environmental assets whose value to the community should be 

considered as part of future development proposals.  

 

11.  Planning should actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible 

use of public transport, walking and cycling, and focus significant development in 

locations which are or can be made sustainable,  

 

Local Plan Policy NC3 sets the neighbourhood area partly within the New Eastern 

Villages (NEV) strategic development area, and Local Plan Policy RA3 covers other 

opportunities for sustainable growth in the neighbourhood area.   Whilst the SMNP 

accepts that the proposed developments can be made sustainable, it highlights 

elements that are not sustainable without suitable policy implementation as contained 

within the SMNP.  

 

SMNP contributes towards a sustainable development by Vison 8 – ‘Creating rights of 

way on foot and by cycle taking us quickly and safely where we want to go’, which will 

be delivered through Policy 8. 

 

Local Plan Policy NC3b requires a walking and cycling network for the NEV and the 

strategic network of footpaths and cycleways proposed by SMNP Policy 8 will be 

integral to this.  Provision for public transport in the NEV as a whole is proposed under 

Local Plan Policy NC3b and will cover the neighbourhood area.  

 

12. Planning should take account of and support local strategies to improve health, 

social and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community and cultural 

facilities and services to meet local needs. 
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SMNP VISION 7: ‘Fostering health and well-being and a sense of community for local 

people’ specifically addresses this issue and is delivered by the combination of:  

o Policy 3 – Village Centre proposes a range of community sports and recreation 

facilities commensurate with a community of the size proposed.  

o Policy 4 requires that vehicular use of the streets does not compromise pedestrian, 

cyclist and equestrian safety, encouraging social interaction and place-making 

objectives. 

o Policy 8 – Footpaths and Cycleways sets out a network of strategic routes to 

encourage walking and cycling. 
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Section 2: Sustainable Development 

 
The SMNP is in conformity with the Swindon Local Plan 2026 which itself conforms to these 

requirements for sustainable development and lays out the development of Swindon’s 

Eastern Villages expansion under Policy NC3.   SMNP must also show that it contributes to 

sustainable development as detailed by each of the NPPF’s 13 chapter headings.   Each of 

these is covered below. 

1. Building a strong, competitive economy 

SMNP Section Para. 11.2 notes that ‘South Marston’s economy is now driven by a 

combination of proximity to manufacturing and office employment sites and to the 

strategic road network.’ 

SMNP VISION 4 ‘Giving safe road access onto the A420 with minimal delays’ 
 

The importance of free access onto the A420 and beyond to the prosperity of the 

community and potential problems for commuter traffic are explored in SMNP paras. 18.6 

-18.9.  

Policy 5 requires measures to permit good access onto and along the A420 and A419 

corridors and into the Swindon employment areas.  

 

SMNP Para. 11.5 notes that there are a number of smaller employers and twice the 

national average of home workers.  

SMNP paras. 23.2 – 23.3 note the universally poor broadband capability in the area and 

its negative effect on local enterprises. Policy 11 seeks to address this. 

 

SMNP Section 22 further examines the impact on employment of the Local Plan and 

SMNP Policies. 

 

2. Ensuring the vitality of town centres 

 SMNP VISION 6 “Providing an attractive village centre to serve the whole community” 
 
SMNP Policy 1 provides that ‘Development at South Marston Village will deliver a 

coherent village structure based around a central village area’. 

SMNP Policy 2 provides that the Village Centre will be an environmentally attractive area 

for the recreation, education and enjoyment of village residents with a new village hall 

and range of community buildings and facilities. 

 

3. Supporting a prosperous rural economy 

As set out at SMNP paras. 10 and 11, the historic agricultural element of the community 

has disappeared and South Marston is now a prosperous commuter village, with a 

significant element of small and home based enterprise. 

The SMNP Policies supporting this economic model are set out at 1 above. 
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4. Promoting sustainable transport 

SMNP Policy 8 sets out a strategic network of cycleways and footpaths in particular 

designed to give access to local employment centres and proposed secondary school. 

Public transport policy is not addressed in the SMNP. It will evolve as part of the wider 

NEV development as set out in Local Plan NC3. 

 

5. Supporting high quality communications infrastructure 

SMNP Policy 11 promotes the provision of adequate access to broadband and mobile 

telephone reception. 

 

6. Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes 

SMNP VISION 3 envisages development  ‘Taking account of the current mix of housing 

types and tenure of the existing village whilst addressing future needs’. 

SMNP Policy 2 requires outline planning consents for residential developments to provide 

that Design Codes are agreed prior to the submission of Reserved Matter applications 

and that residential developments are in accord with SMNP Policies and Design 

Principles. 

SMNP Policy 14 encourages provision of housing suitable for the elderly, to address the 

shortage of suitable housing in the existing village. 

Design Principle 2 at Annex 3 requires that: ‘Housing should be a mix of sizes within any 
area of development, including some smaller units and possibly apartments, positioned to 
meet the needs of differing elements of the community.’ 

 
 
7. Requiring good design 

SMNP Policy 2 requires outline planning consents for residential developments to provide 

that Design Codes are agreed prior to the submission of Reserved Matter applications 

and that residential developments are in accord with SMNP Policies and Design 

Principles. 

The Design Principles at Annex 3 cover design requirements for housing and the design 

of the road and cycleway/footpath networks.  These supplement  Local Plan Policies DE1 

and E2. 

 

8. Promoting healthy communities 

SMNP VISION 7 ‘Fostering health and well-being and a sense of community for local 

people’. 

SMNP Policy 3 provides for a range of sporting and recreational activities in the Village 

Centre. 

SMNP Policy 8 provides a network of cycleways and footpaths designed to promote 

walking and cycling internal to the settlement and linking to the wider network. 
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9. Protecting Green Belt land 

There is no Green Belt land in the SMNP Area. However, Section 20 emphasises the 

importance of the ‘green wedges’ from the Village Centre and the anti-coalescence areas.  

Policy 9 specifically proposes that the green wedges be designated as Local Green 

Space.  

 

10. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change 

SMNP Section 25 draws attention to the vulnerability of the neighbourhood area to both 

surface water and fluvial flooding. 

SMNP Policy 13 follows the Local Plan wording but emphasises the need for the relevant 

authorities to be fully consulted as part of any planning process. 

 

11. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 

SMNP VISION 7 reads ‘Retaining a rural identity for the expanded village through green 

infrastructure and separation from neighbouring communities’.  

SMNP Section 9 describes the natural environment of the neighbourhood area.  

Local Plan RA3 requires ‘green infrastructure in accordance with Local Plan Policy 
EN1proportionate to the scale of expansion’ and that ‘the land between the expanded 
village and the railway to the south shall remain part of the countryside’. 
 
SMNP goes further towards this objective than the Local Plan as follows: 

SMNP Policy 3 – Village Centre includes provision for landscaped areas. 

SMNP Policy 4 – Highways Network provides that ‘streets will complement and 
enhance….green infrastructure….’. 

SMNP Section 20 and Policy 9 set out Green Infrastructure policy and in particular seek 
the designation of the ‘Green Wedges’ shown on SMNP Plan 7 as Local Green Space. 

SMNP Section 21 and Policy 10 set policy for retention and compensatory planting of 
hedges in line with Natural England advice. 

 

12. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 

The SMNP VISION provides that development ‘builds on the existing character and 

features in a sustainable manner’. 

SMNP Section 27 – Historic Environment details local listed buildings together with 

heritage buildings and assets which will need consideration within any development 

proposals.   

 

13. Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals 

There are no commercial sources of minerals in the Neighbourhood Plan Area, nor 

impediments to the supply of materials from outside the area. 
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Section 3: Conformity with the Swindon Local Plan 2026 policies  
 

South Marston Parish Council has had a long standing working relationship with SBC and 

the Neighbourhood Plan has been regularly reviewed by the Borough Council to ensure 

conformity with the Local Plan.  This is demonstrated in 2 sections below, dealing with: 

o The Strategic Priorities for the Local Plan 

o The most relevant Local Plan Policies for the neighbourhood area. 

The NP is in general conformity with the plan as a whole, including other policies not 

specified in the detailed statement below.   

 

 

3A: How the SMNP complies with the Strategic Priorities of the Local Plan  

 

‘The key development priorities which guide the Local Plan’s Strategic Objectives are: 

► Deliver growth that is balanced and sustainable, and provides the necessary 

infrastructure, while addressing the impacts of climate change; 

► Deliver regeneration in a way that meets the needs of Swindon's future, but 

conserves and enhances the best of the past; and 

► Recognises the important role of green infrastructure to enhance the quality of 

life for existing and future residents. 

 

The delivery of these priorities is underpinned by a need for high-quality design, and a 

need to protect and enhance existing and deliver new green infrastructure, ensuring 

that opportunities for designing in measures to improve mental and physical wellbeing 

meet local community needs and aspirations’. 

 

Underpinning the Borough Council’s Strategic Priorities is a themed set of 10 Strategic 

Objectives set out at Local Plan 2.16. These core Strategic Objectives and how they 

are met by the SMNP are set out below: 

 

Strategic Objective 1: High Quality Sustainable Development – to improve the image of 
Swindon, enable inclusive communities and address climate change by the provision 
of high quality, well designed and sustainable development. 

SMNP VISION 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 address quality of design and amenity.   

 

Most policies the SMNP could be said to address this principle.   

SMNP Policy2 - Design and its associated Design Principles directly addresses 

design. 

SMNP Policy 3 -Village Centre and community facilities directly addresses amenity. 

SMNP Policy 8 – Footpaths and Cycleways, 9- Green Infrastructure and 10 - Hedges 

promote a healthy, green image. 

 

Strategic Objective 2: Infrastructure - to meet the infrastructure needs for and arising from 
the growth of Swindon (including health and community needs) in a timely and co-
ordinated manner and being adequately funded. 

The Local Plan includes an Infrastructure Delivery Strategy, identifying costs and 
phasing. 
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SMNP identifies the priorities for infrastructure provision which will inform negotiations 
within the development management process with regard to individual planning 
applications.  

SMNP VISION 4 ‘Giving safe road access onto the A420 with minimal delays’ 

SMNP VISION 6 ‘Providing an attractive village centre to serve the whole community’ 

SMNP VISION 7 ‘Fostering health and well-being and a sense of community for local 
people’ 

SMNP Section 18 emphasises the need for road infrastructure improvements from the 
village onto the A420 and the need for improvements to ensure free flow of traffic onto 
the A420 and A419 corridors to reach health, education, retail and employment 
facilities outside the neighbourhood area. 

SMNP Policy 3 defines a new Village Centre for the expanded village with primary 
school, sports, recreation and community hall facilities and para 16.15 addresses how 
contributions to funding will be achieved. 

SMNP Policy 13 addresses the flood risk within the neighbourhood area. 

 
Strategic Objective 3: Economy - to meet the needs of local businesses and the forecast 

growth in the local economy, and to enhance Swindon’s position as the UK’s best 
business location. 

SMNP Para. 11.2 states ‘South Marston’s economy is now driven by a combination of 

proximity to manufacturing and office employment sites and to the strategic road 

network.’   Para. 11.5 notes that there are a number of smaller employers and twice 

the national average of home workers.  SMNP Section 22 further examines the impact 

on employment arising from the Local Plan and SMNP Policies. 

 

The potential problems for commuter traffic are explored in SMNP paras. 18.6 -18.9.  

SMNP Policy 5 emphasises the need for good access onto and along the A420 and 

A419 corridors and into the Swindon employment areas.  

 

SMNP paras. 23.2 – 23.3 note the universally poor broadband capability in the Area 

and its negative effect on local enterprises. Policy 11 seeks to address this in order to 

promote the growth of sustainable local businesses. 

 

Strategic Objective 4: Housing - to meet the Borough’s housing needs by the provision of 
well-designed sustainable housing, at sustainable locations and at a range of types 
and densities according to local needs and circumstances, and that promotes the 
effective use of land. 

SMNP VISION initial statement and elements as follows accord with this: 

‘South Marston will be a high quality, integrated village with an enhanced sense of 

community, activity and safety and with a design that builds on the existing character 

and features in a sustainable manner.  

1. Delivering an integrated development, not separate mass housing estates south 
of the village 
2. Retaining a rural identity for the expanded village through green infrastructure 
and separation from neighbouring communities 
3. Taking account of the current mix of housing types and tenure of the existing 
village whilst addressing future needs’. 
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The available brownfield sites are included in the allocation for residential development 

in Local Plan Policy RA3.  The SMNP supports this and allows for further windfall sites 

to come forward, provided they contribute towards the creation of an integrated village 

– SMNP para. 14.2. 

The Design Principles at Annex 3 of the Neighbourhood Plan address design and 

housing mix. 

 

Strategic Objective 5: Education - to meet the need for education provision arising from 
the anticipated growth in population and to enable an improvement in skills and 
qualifications, particularly through the provision and support of tertiary education 
opportunities. 

Local Plan NC3 deals with the overall educational requirements for the NEV.  Local 
Plan RA3 requires the provision of an expanded primary school at South Marston to 
meet the requirements of the expanded village.  The implementation of this is provided 
for in SMNP Policy 3 – Village Centre and discussed at SMNP paras. 16.4 - 16.7. 

Strategic Objective 6: Community and Health - to promote healthy lifestyles and to meet 
the need for community and health facilities arising from growth and demographic 

change in the Borough. 

SMNP VISION 7 reads ‘Fostering health and well-being and a sense of community for 

local people’. 

SMNP Policy 3 provides for a range of sporting and recreational activities in the Village 
Centre suitable for the size of the expanded population.  SMNP Policy 8 provides a 
network of cycleways and footpaths designed to promote walking and cycling: 

o within the settlement to get between development areas and to the Village 
Centre facilities 
o to  link into the existing and proposed wider network for commuting to nearby 
employment centres 
o to link into the green infrastructure and open countryside for leisure purposes 

SMNP Policy 14 encourages housing schemes suitable for occupati by the elderly to 
be brought forward in proximity to the new village centre which has the potential to 
provide appropriate services and social interaction. 
 

Strategic Objective 7: Transport - to support Swindon’s growth through the provision of a 
comprehensive and sustainable transport network that is efficient, safe, affordable, 
accessible and easy to understand, and offers a genuine choice of modes. 

The potential problems for commuter traffic are explored in SMNP paras. 18.6 -18.9.  

SMNP Policy 5 emphasises the need for good access onto and along the A420 and 

A419 corridors and into the Swindon employment areas.  

SMNP Policy 6 addresses the need for a legible and permeable street system giving 

access to employment, facilities and the strategic road network.  

Strategic Objective 8: Culture and Leisure - to enable the provision of cultural and leisure 
facilities commensurate with Swindon’s size and growth in population and realise 
Swindon’s potential as a regional leisure destination. 



 

  

 Annex 6:  SMNP Basic Conditions Statement  December 2015 15 

Swindon’s facilities are beyond the scope of the SMNP. Facilities commensurate with 
the expanded village are set out at Policy 3 – Village Centre. 

Strategic Objective 9: Green Infrastructure - to provide an attractive and inspirational 
environment to live, work, learn and play, by the provision of a far-reaching network of 
connected and multi-functional green spaces linked to the wider countryside. 

SMNP VISION 2 reads ‘Retaining a rural identity for the expanded village through 
green infrastructure and separation from neighbouring communities’. 

SMNP Section 20 and Policy 9 – Green Infrastructure build on Local Plan Policies 
EN1, EN5, NC3 and RA3.  

SMNP Policy 8 - Footpaths and Cycleways enables use of these green spaces for 
amenity purposes and access to the wider green infrastructure network. 

 

Strategic Objective 10: Natural, Built & Historic Environment - to ensure that 
development respects, enhances, and conserves the best of the existing built, historic 
and natural environment in the Borough. 

SMNP VISION ‘….a design that builds on the existing character and features in a 

sustainable manner.’. 

SMNP VISION 2 reads ‘Retaining a rural identity for the expanded village through 
green infrastructure and separation from neighbouring communities’ 
 

The proposed areas of residential development under the Local Plan mark a change in 

land use from arable farmland to residential for significant areas of the neighbourhood  

area.  

Local Plan Policies NC3 and RA3 set out steps to mitigate this effect and implement 
Policies  EN1 and EN5 in the NEV and SMNP areas.  
Relevant SMNP Policies 9 and 10 - Green Infrastructure and Hedges and SMNP 
Policy 4 - Highways Network provides that the streets will complement the green 
infrastructure.  Particular attention is drawn to the visual amenity value of the ‘Green 
Wedges’ in retaining views of the Downs to the south. 
SMNP Section 27 – Historic Environment supports Local Plan Policy EN10b and 

highlights the built and historic heritage assets of the SMNP area that should be 

considered  when development proposals come forward. 

 

3B. How the SMNP complies with the most relevant Local Plan Policies  

 

Local Plan Policy SD2: The Sustainable Development Strategy - designates an 

expanded South Marston as a strategic site within the proposed New Eastern Villages 

(NEV).  SD2 allocates 500 houses on greenfield and about 140 on brownfield to South 

Marston Village, with about 1,500 houses in the neighbouring new village of Rowborough 

and about 6,000 houses in the remaining NEV area to the south of the A420.  

 

Local Plan Policy NC3: New Eastern Villages – including Rowborough and South 

Marston Village Expansion – confirms the development allocations set out in SD2.  It also 

contains specific policies that implement generic Local Plan Policies in the NEV. 
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NC3f. provides that ‘The character and identity of South Marston will be protected as set out 

in Policy RA3.’ 

 

Local Plan RA3: South Marston Part (a) specifies that ‘Development at South Marston 

shall be in accordance with Policies SD1 and SD2 (sustainable development) and must 

contribute towards the creation of an integrated village with a distinct rural and separate 

identity from Swindon and other settlements. Expansion of the village will be as part of the 

New Eastern Villages strategic allocation and through allocated brownfield opportunities…’ 

 

SMNP para. 2.5 confirms this proposed development and the SMNP is drafted in compliance 

with and in response to the Local Plan and policies SD2, NC3 and RA3 part (a).  

 
Further, the SMNP complies with and enhances Local Plan RA3 Parts b and c, which 

specify how development at South Marston shall proceed, as follows:  

Local Plan RA3 Part (b) Development at South Marston shall: 

■ ensure it respects the character of the existing village by providing housing at an 

average of 30 dwellings per hectare and providing affordable housing in accordance 

with Policy HA2, but at a proportion of no more than 20%. 

 (No additional SMNP Policy required) 
 

■ provide community, recreation facilities and retail provision of an appropriate scale, 

as part of a village centre; 

 (SMNP Policy 3 – Village Centre) 

■ provide green infrastructure in accordance with Policy EN1 proportionate to the 

scale of expansion; 

 (SMNP Policies 3 and Policy 9 – Village Centre and Green Infrastructure)  

■ provide an extended recreation ground to include the field to the south-west of the 

current recreation ground with recreational facilities of an appropriate type and 

scale; 

 (SMNP Policy 3 – Village Centre) 

■ protect historical landscape features, archaeological assets and existing green-

infrastructure; 

 (SMNP Policy 9 – Green Infrastructure and SMNP. Section 27 – Historic 

Environment) 

■ deliver primary school places within the village to meet the needs of an expanded 

South Marston;  

 (SMNP Policy 3 – Village Centre) 

■ provide a new road connection between Thornhill Road and Old Vicarage Lane, 

within the limits of the expanded village and designed so that it does not form a 

bypass to South Marston; 

 (SMNP Policies 6 - Connectivity and Permeability and 7 - Rowborough Traffic) 

■ provide traffic management and sustainable transport measures to minimise the 

volume of traffic, including traffic passing through the village, and to reduce the 

impact on the village, in particular at Pound Corner; 
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 (NP Policies 6 – Connectivity and Permeability and 8 – Cycleways and Footpaths) 

■ ensure other development/redevelopment opportunities on existing (brownfield) 

sites in the west and north of the village provide strong links with the village and 

make the appropriate infrastructure contributions to mitigate their impact; 

 (No additional SMNP Policy required) 

■ provide mitigation measures to protect the village from flood risk;  

 (SMNP Section 25 and Policy 13 – Flood Risk) 

■ realise opportunities to facilitate main drainage and utilities supply to existing 

properties that currently lack connections where possible. 

 (SMNP 24 – Utilities) 

 

Local Plan RA3 Part (c) To ensure non-coalescence of South Marston with Swindon 

and the New Eastern Villages, the land between the expanded village and the railway to the 

south shall remain part of the countryside. Development within this area, as defined on the 

Policies Map, shall only be permitted where it retains or enhances the existing character of 

the countryside and: 

 

■ involves the re-use, conversion or extension of existing buildings at a scale 

appropriate to their location, in accordance with the criteria specified in Policy 

DE1; or 

■ is an essential requirement directly related to the economic or social needs of 

the rural community. 

(SMNP Section 20 and Policy 9 – Green Infrastructure) 
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Section 4: Conformity with EU Regulations 

 
Swindon Borough Council has screened the SMNP for a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment and a Habitats Regulation Assessment.  The Screening Report is 

reproduced at Annex 7. 

 

A Diversity Impact Assessment has been undertaken and is reproduced at Annex 8. 

 

 

 


