
SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

APPENDIX I 

INDUCTION PACK AND WELCOME PACK UPDATE FOR JUNE 2013 

Stephanie Blair 

 

 

1. Induction Pack 

After circulation of the draft Induction Pack contents to Parish Councillors, no substantive comments 

have been received.  

ACTION: Stephanie Blair (SB) will now take forward the collation of materials in hard and electronic 

format in advance of the July meeting.  

  

2.  Welcome Pack 

Stephanie Blair(SB) and Alison Thunder (AT) met on 22 May to review an outline of a Welcome Pack 

drafted by AT. Please find attached below. Contact has been made with Mary Case, SMRA. Once the 

outline of the Welcome Pack has been agreed, SB and AT will agree a further timeline of production 

and approach individuals and organisations for contributions, which has already commenced 

informally.  

ACTION: We would like the PC to review the outline and provide comments. Contributions from the 

PC (SY) will be requested in due course.  

 

Ideas for Welcome Pack for new residents moving into South Marston 

 

1. Need to confirm objective and outcome:  

• To make newcomers feel welcome and provide a service to support their easy transition to the 

Parish 

• Support local traders 

 

2. Timelines – aim to have first pilot version for residents of Yew Tree Houses, with rough first version of 

contents below by June PC meeting 

 

3. Number of copies – 6 in first instance 

 

4. Budget – see separate costings below. 

 

5. Format – AT and SB to find other examples, print with some content on website 

 

6. Refresh and update – bi-annually, with obvious triggers identified.  

 

Content  

 
 Item Source Lead 

 Introduction and Content page   

1 Forward from Parish Council SY SB 

2 History of South Marston Website/Donald Jones SB 

3 MP and Ward Councillors (here or below?) Website SB 

4 SBC and contacts? Website SB 

 Map  AT 

 Village Resources and Public Services   

5 SMRA Jenny AT 

6 Village Hall Website SB 

7 Play Groups - Tots N Toddlers Rachel Case and T&T SB 

8 Youth Club  T &T SB 

9 Gardening Club  AT 

10 Allotments Barry AT 

11 South Marston Enterprises Hannah Jones AT 

12 Churches Vicky  AT 

13 School Luke SB 

14 Contact numbers Website Both 

15 Transport – buses, train Swindon Coach AT 

16 Doctors/dentists  AT 
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17 Library Website SB 

18 Police, Fire and Ambulance (hospital)  SB 

 Friendly Club Website/Brian? AT 

 Leisure and Entertainment   

19 Cinema, ice skating, bowling, nightingale woods, St Julian’s wood, footpaths, Rove’s 

Farm 

Websites/Brian? SB 

 Local Trade Obtain vouchers for first use! (via tear-aways or a code?)   

20 Pubs and eating places5 mile radius – vouchers  Both 

21 Childcare  SB 

22 Plumber/painter/decorator  AT 

23 Electrician  AT 

24 Milk and paper deliveries  AT 

25 Garden centres  AT 

26 Florist   AT 

27 Supermarkets Sainsbury’s – get the wine free  AT 

28 Karen’s business  AT 

29 Hazel  SB 

30 Tyre company  AT 

31 Mitchy Motors  SB 

32 Taxi firms  AT 

33 Butchers  AT 

34 Treatment Rooms  SB 

35 Delicatessen  AT 

36 Cleaners  AT 

37 Hotels, B&B, Accommodation  SB 

 

Possible Hamper / bag -  Content:  

 

1. Welcome booklet 

2. 2 South Marston mugs 

3. Business cards for local businesses 

4. Bottle of wine 

5. Copy of Link 

6. Copy of Tower & Tap 

7. Plastic bags for recycling 

8. Laminated sheet with contact numbers on 

 

Costings: 

1. Format/cover – laminated, glossy, soft/hard 

2. Number of pages 

3. Colour v B&W 

4. Distribution via T & T? – how will we know when it needs to be delivered? 

5. Hamper contents? 
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APPENDIX II 

REPORT TO SMPC ON THE 20MPH INITIATIVE FOR THE VILLAGE FOR JUNE 2013 

Colin McEwen 

 

Both the PC and school Governors favour a 20mph limit in the village, and this idea has by the wider 

community support, in particular expressed at the  June 2012 Event. 

 

Both the PC and Governors have tried to get SBC to implement a scheme, although these initiatives have not 

been co-ordinated.  The PC has an outstanding request to the Highways Department, via Sam Howell,  to 

confirm feasibility absent funding issues. They have not replied to us, but the suggestion is that they are 

unable to dissociate the principle from the funding. 

 

The last PC attempt resulted in SBC measuring speeds towards the centre of the village and refusing the 

application because  mean speeds exceeded 24mph (see below). Tony and Barry believe that if it can be 

demonstrated that vehicles respect the current 30 mph limit, then this would support an application for a 

20mph limit and this is part of the reasoning behind ‘Speedwatch’. 

I have sought to discover the current regulations and guidelines for 20mph limits/zones to better focus our 

efforts. 

 

There seem to be 3 relevant documents: 

 

1. The 'Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2011- 2026’ published in 2009. Wiltshire and Swindon have a 

Partnership on highway policy. This document makes reference to changes anticipated in the 2006 

national government circular relating to 20mph limits. 

This incorporates School Travel Planning – para.2.8; 20mph restrictions – para. 3.10 and Community 

Speed Watch – para. 3.18. 

 

2. The ‘Swindon EDA – South Marston SPD Transport & Traffic Working Paper April 2010’, and addition 

(the JMP Report) 

3.  Department for Transport Circular 01/2013 ‘Setting Local Speed Limits’ (attached) 

This is the up to date guidance.  I highlight: 

 

Paras 30-37- especially note ‘Speed management strategies should seek to protect local community life’  and 

the importance of mean speeds and the 85
th

 centile. 

Para. 80-81 –  20 mph zones and limits explained. No more than 100m between calming features in zones. 

Limits can be by signage alone. 

Para. 92-94. Repeater signs count as calming features. These regulations are less onerous than before. 

Paras. 95-96 limitations of 20mph restrictions on driver behaviour. Speed limits are appropriate where speeds 

are already below 24mph (this is picked up at D1 in the JMP Report). 

Para. 106-7 calming measures 

Para 131 on  - Villages. 

 

131. “Fear of traffic can affect people's quality of life in villages and it is self-evident that villages should 

have comparable speed limits to similar roads in urban areas. It is therefore government policy that a 

30 mph speed limit should be the norm through villages.  

132.  It may also be appropriate to consider 20 mph limits or zones in built-up village streets which are 

primarily residential in nature, or where pedestrian and cyclist movements are high. Such limits 

should not, however, be considered on roads with a strategic function or where the movement of 

motor vehicles is the primary function. “ 
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133. Traffic Advisory Leaflet 01/04 (DfT, 2004) sets out policy on achieving lower speed limits in villages. 

This document defines a village as having more than 20 houses with a frontage in excess of 600 

meters. Its guidance on 20 mph zones is not helpful, but has been rendered obsolete by the 2013 

circular. 

 

 

135. The criteria above should give adequate visual messages to drivers to reduce their speed. It is 

recommended that the minimum length for the new limit is at least 600 metres to avoid too many 

changes in speed limits along a route, and to aid compliance. Traffic authorities may, however, lower 

this to 400 metres when the level of development density over this shorter length exceeds the 20 or 

more houses criterion and, in exceptional circumstances, to 300 metres.  

 

I have revisited the JMP report, and in particular Options 6A & B the Proposed 20 mph Zones.  

 

The recommended option is for 6A, an extended zone starting by Crocodile Packaging no the basis that this 

incorporates the anticipated development of the brown field sites. I suggest that for us to promote this would 

be premature, and in any event I am not convinced that it is desirable in the long run. 

 

Better that we promote the ‘Smaller Zone’ at 6B (see plan). According to the plan, this would require the 

construction of a ‘priority to outgoing traffic’ chicane close to the Conservation Area and another just South of 

Nightingale Lane, but nothing else. 

p. D1 suggests that a signage only solution (precluded by the >24mph traffic survey results) would cost @£3k. 

Page D2 shows a price of £5-10k per chicane. 

 

Of course, we already have chicanes on both approach roads.  

The chicane at the allotments may be regarded as too far out to be effective, and in any event an inner calming 

device is still required. Interestingly, this option is suggested for 6A. 

 

The chicane on Old Vicarage Lane is could be adopted, but would not include the entrance to Church Ground.  

 

On my measurements, the existing calming measures are not all within 100 meters of each other and 

intermediate features would be required. I would hope that relaxation over what these can be given in the 

2013 circular would mean that these are relatively inexpensive. 

Subsequent to doing this work, I came across Sam Howell’s March email to all of us, see Appendix 1.. 

 

I also contacted SBC Highways Department and was advised that Mohamad Sharif is the appropriate Officer. I 

have emailed him, see Appendix 2. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the PC actively pursue the provision of the ‘Smaller Zone’ 20mph option as shown at 6B in the JMP report 

in 2 stages: 

 

1. With the variation that the zone starts at the existing chicane in OVL and with necessary ancillary 

additions from its own funds and with such other monies as may be obtainable forthwith 

 

2. To include a new chicane South of Nightingale Lane paid for from the expansion monies when these 

become available. 

 

3. That I continue to pursue this, in liaison with the Clerk and Governors.  
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APPENDIX III 

SOUTH MARSTON EXPANSION WORKING GROUP UPDATE FOR JUNE 2013 

Syliva Brown 

 

 

Since the May Parish Council meeting, progress has been made on a number of different fronts: 

 

• Finalising the draft South Marston and Eastern Villages Supplementary Planning Documents prior to 

them going to internal SBC committees and preparation for the Village Consultation event on 23 July 

 

• Meeting with Sarah Screen and SBC planners to better understand how Community Infrastructure 

Levy (CIL) and Section 106 will contribute to infrastructure in the expanded South Marston 

 

• Working Group investigation of Village Centre options. 

 

 

Draft SPDs and public consultation 

SBC invited the Working Group to make comments on the draft Eastern Villages SPD that will now go before 

Borough Planning Committee on 7 July prior to publication and the start of the public consultation period.  It 

has been agreed that SBC will hire the Mercure hotel on 23 July from 3 to 8pm for the public exhibition of the 

SPDs since the event will form part of their Local Plan consultation.  South Marston Parish Council & the 

Expansion Working Group can piggy back on the event to further engage villagers in taking forward the design 

options for the expanded village.  The developers have also been invited to the consultation event, and SBC 

has invited them to the event planning meeting on 17 June to see if they wish to use this opportunity.  In 

addition, the PC has agreed that the Wilts and Berks Canal Trust will provide a display at the event regarding 

the proposals for the canal as it passes through the Eastern Villages Development.  

 

SMPC/SMEWG need to consider how they are going to advertise the consultation and what pre-event 

material they wish to distribute.   

 

It is still anticipated that a joint planning application for South Marston and Rowborough will be submitted by 

the developers before the end of the year.  

 

Infrastructure Provision 

A full report of the meeting with Sarah Screen and SBC planners was prepared and circulated, but it is evident 

that this is a highly complex situation, and there is no easy ‘formula’ for what the village can expect, or 

demand,  in terms of infrastructure provision.  As we move towards the end of the year, pre-application 

negotiations will be needed between the Borough, the developers and the parish council.  The key points are:  

 

• Section 106 negotiations will pay for infrastructure on all village development sites inside the Eastern 

Villages area (south of Bell Gardens) whilst Community Infrastructure Levy will be charged on 

brownfield and other infill sites 

 

• Planning conditions can be used to secure some essential infrastructure, such as strategic road 

improvements, flooding and the school expansion 

 

• The scale of provision of community facilities and open space will be affected by: 

a) limits based on what is required to support only the net increase in population, and 

b) trade-off between provision at South Marston and at Rowborough and 

c) national regulations covering the operation of both CIL and Section 106.   

 

The Working Group was encouraged to develop for SBC a full justification of what was needed, and to identify 

what would be essential and desirable elements of community infrastructure provision at South Marston and 

Rowborough. 
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Village Centre Options 

The working group produced a draft specification for the design of the village centre, drawing on the results of 

original consultation with local residents on what they would like to see in the open space at the centre of the 

new expanded village.  It was clear that a number of options existed for the location and access to key 

elements, namely, the expanded school, the new community hall and the elderly housing units. 

The Group developed a number of different layouts for the design of the village centre, the purpose of which 

was to: 

• Kick start discussions with developers and gain their input over what they consider feasible and 

consistent with their overall plans 

• Engage villagers at the July 23 consultation event on what they see as the main principles that should 

inform the final design 

The options vary in how they prioritise the following: 

• Retention of the current recreation ground area as open space 

• The co-location of school, community hall and elderly housing 

• The reduction in traffic and access on Old Vicarage Lane/through Pound Corner 

 

The group then met with David Locke Associates, the design consultants acting for the developers, to discuss 

the specification and initial options.  DLA agreed to work on the options to produce a) initial views as to the 

practicality of each option and b) illustrative plans for each option that could be used as part of the 23 July 

exhibition.  Whilst we are all dependent on what the developers put forward in their final plans, this early 

engagement helps to hard-wire in some basic principles that we would want them to adopt. 

 

Next steps are: 

 

• Further engagement with the developers to hold them to offers made last January about meetings, 

documentation and support  

• Meeting SMRA in early July to ensure they are aware of, and contribute to the development of community 

facilities and village centre options 

• Pursuing joint discussions between the Borough, Local Education Authority, Expansion Working Group and 

School Governors on the proposals for funding and delivery of the expanded school.  
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APPENDIX IV 

OUTSIDE WORKING GROUP REPORT FOR JUNE 2013 

Barry Thunder 

CONSERVATION GROUP: 

 

Oak Tree Corner 

The new fencing has 4 panels in place and a few more will be added this coming weekend. Any assistance most 

welcomed. 

 

St Julian’s Woodland 

A new notice board is to be erected on St Julian’s to publicise the activities of the new group and to encourage 

interested residents to join the group, as either committee members or working members. We are awaiting 

delivery of the two fixing posts before installing the board. 

 

We expect to hold a small gathering on the site when we put Malcolm’s Oak post in place. The woodcarver is a 

little slow in completing the job. Details to follow. 

 

ALLOTMENTS: 

 

Original Plots 

All plots are now taken up on the original site. We have had two people respond via the T&T article, one who 

took over a plot the day she called and the second is now at the top of the waiting list 

 

New plots opened in 2011. 

The new plots opened in 2011 are starting to take shape. We have two smaller plots that are ready and will be 

made available to the Stratton St Margaret waiting list.  

 

New plots to open in 2013.   

There are now 23 plus 2 as above, all marked out and awaiting tenants from Stratton St Margaret. 

 

Amanda is now on the case with regard to contacting potential new tenants, and will work alongside the 

Stratton Parish Clerks officers, in order to place tenants before the new allotments become overgrown with 

weeds! 

 

Income from the new allotments will be £10 for the balance of 2013 and £25 in January 2014, for that year. 

This allows the new tenants to start out at a low cost and for SMPC to raise an additional £875 in income for 

this financial year. 

 

Allotment Projects pending: 

 

1. The clearance of the large rubbish pile and construction of composting bins on the original site. 

(Cost agreed plus volunteers to be organised) 

Planned for June/July 2013 

 

2. Expansion of the car parking area is proceeding well, and is half completed - mainly due to Lionel, who 

organised and drove the mini digger for a day (big boys toys!). 

Costs for this are within budget. 

I am now trying to persuade Stratton to help us to complete the task. 

 

 

3. Site for the rubbish skip for new allotment clearance is ready. Skip to be funded by SSMPC and should 

be delivered in July 2013. 
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4. Grass cutting of main paths in the old allotments. To check if this was added into the grass cutting 

contract for 2013. Amanda will liaise with Stratton Contractors and also seek a price for cutting for 

2014, subject to tender. 

 

5. Stratton has asked to be included in the tender round for the village grass cutting contract in 2014. 

 

6. New notice board for the enlarged site. We are waiting for Stratton to refurbish an older board for us. 

 

7. Revised tenancy contracts for new tenants and to replace existing contracts, this is due in 2014. 

(Draft up for discussion in consultation with SB/AB during July/August 2013. 
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APPENDIX V 

SMRA REPORT FOR JUNE 2013 

Syliva Brown 

 

SMRA meeting 12 May 2013 

 

• Second hand small mower and strimmer purchased;  boundary of field currently being strimmed by Chris 

Maull 

• Grass cutting rota now in hand with new cohort of volunteers, including volunteers from school 

• Stratton Parish Council’s own contractors have agreed to perform monthly inspection checks on play 

equipment.  Survey has been undertaken of equipment with SMRA reps.  Nothing significant that was not 

already known, but advice and repair services offered.  Awaiting formal report and indication of costs. 

• Inspection did note the state of cage fence – this is outside of the play equipment remit.  Action required 

immediately.  Quotes to be sought for removing cross section of fence within car park and replacement of 

section on boundary fence.  School would probably favour removal of internal section of fence to enable 

more efficient car parking.  Important to arrange early 3 way conversation between school, PC and SMRA 

to decide way forward and share costs. 

• Entrance gate onto Thornhill Road to be repaired 

• Fete arrangements on track;  Marquee repairs are in hand  - investigating costs of renewing the 

fireproofing 

• Village hall – shed for rear of VH to be ordered and delivered on site 

• Village Welcome Display – Crocodile Packaging willing to provide/contribute to planters.  SMRA to 

consider designs within the parameters obtained from SBC.  Need to consider maintenance.  Need to 

inform Parish Council of plans.  

• Financial matters – SB gave quarterly update on the size of the SMRA designated funds held by the Parish 

Council – currently just over £7,000.  SMRA happy to have this years grant added to designated funds.  

Next major expenditure is likely to be replacement of main mowing machine. 

• Village Expansion.  SMRA willing to meet SMEWG/Parish Council in early July to explore likely options and 

position with school expansion and current village hall.  Immediate concerns re expansion of school onto 

the field were identified as replacement of tarmac path and, potentially, re-siting of one set of swings.  

Also important to consider that existing drainage system will need to be realigned to ensure it continues 

to drain north section of field. 

• Still need to work on the funding agreement with SMRA, but priority is discussion on expansion given 

public consultation meeting at end of July.  

• Village welcome pack – not progressed  yet, but Angie/Mary will be the contacts  
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APPENDIX VI 

SPEEDWATCH AND NEIGHBOURHOOD TASKING GROUP REPORT FOR JUNE 2013 

Tony Leathart 

 

Speedwatch: 
 

We have continued to monitor car speeds approximately once a week on the three access roads to the 

village.  We now have monitored about 1350 cars the summary of results to date is as follows: 

 

 
Total Overall 35 out of 1353 cars exceeded 36mph 2.6% 

Total Old Vicarage Lane 29 out of 206 cars exceeded 36mph 14.1% 

Total Thornhill Road 6 out of 633 cars exceeded 36mph 0.09% 

Total Highworth Road 0 out of 514 cars exceeded 36mph 0% 

 

 

 

Neighbourhood Tasking Group: 
 

I attended the North and North East NTG Meeting last night at Gable Cross Police Station.  The area covered by 

this NTG stretches from around Haydon Wick through Blunsdon, Highworth, South Marston, Stratton to 

around Covingham with the purpose of a six-monthly community input into the policing priorities for these 

areas.  The agenda included the HGV problem in South Marston Village.  My brief notes from the meeting are 

as follows: 

 

1. NE Swindon have a facebook site for latest information – see Google:  Swindon NPT 

 

2. Over the last month there has been a surge in thefts from vehicles mainly because of valuables left on 

seats or vehicles left unlocked.  Two such incidents in our Parish plus car theft from outside school 

 

3. Other PCs, including Highworth, have had their application for school signage/20 mph limit turned 

down because there are currently no funds available for signage in SBC.  Try again next financial year 

 

4. Discussion about cars improperly parked causing blockage and road safety issues.  Police cannot 

enforce parking restrictions – matter for SBC.  They can only enforce obstruction law when this can be 

proved 

 

5. Inspector Ducker has written to SBC to improve weight restriction signs on the 3 approaches to South 

Marston Village and reported the tree growth obstructing the Thornhill sign.  He is designing a leaflet, 

(work in progress copy attached), which will have a map attached to show HGV routes to send to 

businesses in SM Industrial Estate and B & Q to give to delivery drivers.  I suggested that it should be 

enclosed with all purchase orders for items to be delivered by road so that the first journey through 

the village would be prevented rather than the second and subsequent.  The Inspector agreed to this.  

 

He has sent me an email to ask if the SM PC could contribute to the printing costs of these leaflets 

and I would like to add this to the Agenda on 18 June under AOB.  In view of the ongoing cost, I may 

suggest that the leaflet were sent out electronically for the businesses to print. 

 

6. Stratton PC Clerk suggested that the NTG started a fund for PC projects to counter crime and 

rehabilitate offenders.  This received some support from the PCs of large areas and may result in 

correspondence with SM PC. 

 

7. The Police priorities for each area (North and NE Localities) were set.  The NE area priorities will be, in 

no particular order, ABS and Drug abuse, inappropriate parking and obstruction in residential roads 

and outside schools, and shop lifting. 
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WHAT DOES THIS SIGN MEAN? 
 

 
SOUTH MARSTON 

(Access only) 

 

PROHIBITED VEHILCES  

MUST NOT PROCEED UNLESS 

 YOUR FINAL DESTINATION IS WITHIN THE RESTRICTED AREA 

 

RESIDENTS’ AND POLICE  

ENFORCEMENT INITIATIVE IN PLACE 
 

OFFENDERS MAY BE PROSECUTED 

 

Thank you helping to make South Marston a safer and more peaceful place 

 
SEE OVER FOR ALTERNATIVE ROUTES 

CAUTION -  THE USE OF SAT-NAV MAY MISDIRECT YOU TO A PROHIBITED ROUTE 

 

 
 

  
 

(Reverse side of this page will include the map which Swindon Borough Council is providing and will show the 

position of the weight restriction signs and the lorry park) 
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This image gives an idea about how we could photograph the local CBM against the [correct] sign and a visual 

image to reinforce the massage that lorries should not proceed 

 

 

 


