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TOWER & TAP 
March 2013 

SOUTH MARSTON’S COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER   

Harvey Selected for  

National Youth Choir 

F 
ormer pupil at South Marston 
Primary School, Harvey Cullis, 
10, has been offered a place to 
become part of the world class 

National Youth Choirs of Great Brit-
ain (NYCGB). 

The NYCGB upholds its mission of 
nurturing the exceptional musical tal-
ent of the young people of Great Brit-
ain by offering the very best musical 
provision from the country’s greatest 
vocal tutors, collaborators and direc-
tors. 

Harvey has been singing with the 
JTP Trust since he was five. Janice 
Thompson, Director of the JTP Trust 
said “It is a wonderful achievement 
for Harvey and a marvellous oppor-
tunity.  I’m sure, he’ll love being part of such a talented choir and all 
the experiences it brings with it.”  

The JTP Trust was set-up in Swindon in 2004. It aims to promote, 
improve, develop and widen public education and appreciation of vo-
cal music through classes, workshops and presentation of recitals 
and concerts.  

Harvey Cullis, South Marston 
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 HOME TUTORING 

Fully qualified  

primary teacher  

offering home tutoring  

at competitive prices. 

Maths from KS1 to GCSE 

(£25 - £30 / hour) 

Literacy KS1 and KS2  

(£25 / hour) 

Full CRB certificate 

Kirsty Feline BSc 
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 Dear Friends, 

As I write we have begun our Lenten journey. I have listened to people’s plans 
“I’m giving up….” Have you thought about it? Bishop Mike in his Ash Wednesday 
reflection wrote  

‘Lent provides us with an opportunity to think about our personal walk with God. 
What’s going well and what’s going not so well? 

Within the Church from the earliest times was the idea that as Jesus was 
prepared for his public ministry in the wilderness, so the season of Lent might be 
thought of as a time when we create our own wilderness to assist us in some 
honest self-reflection, confession and repentance.’ 

Sin and confession aren’t things we like to think about. “As long as we don’t go 
out to hurt anyone I’m ok” we might think. We even belittle the idea of sin as 
being eating something not allowed in our New Year’s diet. 

Sin means something that separates us from God; that breaks our relationship 
with Him. Every time we do something contrary to God’s way, we build a barrier 
that prevents us engaging with God and receiving his blessing. The problem is 
the Ten Commandments are very hard to keep because none of us are perfect. 
We can even fool ourselves we are ‘doing God’s 
will’ when in fact we are making a decision that will 
make us more comfortable.  

Jesus, came so that the barriers that we build 
between us and God can be broken down. If they 
are not, then we pay the price with death. Asking 
Jesus into our lives, confessing our sins and saying 
sorry keeps the relationship with God alive—for 
eternity.  We will be celebrating this wonderful fact at Easter on 31st March.  

Taking time to reflect with a real desire to know ourselves better and have 
emotional intelligence is part of the journey towards becoming what God has 
made us to be and lasting fulfillment. If we really seek to turn our lives towards 
God in Lent then, when we come to celebrate Easter, we will experience the 
most incredible joy and will want to sing out with all the company of heaven 
‘Jesus Christ is risen today’. 

George and I wish you a very happy and blessed Easter. 
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Church News 

 ‘Craft Company’ 

If you would like to meet with other crafters  who 

share ideas, inspire and encourage each other 

and enjoy a natter while doing our crafts, Please come and 

join us on Wednesday 13th March 2–4pm at Dryden House. 

More details from Mary Cooper or Vicky Fleming. 

Lent Course — In Christ 

Our Lent course continues on Monday evenings at 7.30pm in 

St. Margaret's Centre, Kenwin Close. The remaining sessions 

are as follows:  

4th March   In Christ  we are sealed with the Holy Spirit 

11th March   In Christ  we have obtained an inheritance 

18th March   In Christ  we have Divine Partnership 

25th March   In Christ  unto good works  

We look forward to welcoming you! 

Mothering Sunday Service 9.30am 10th March  

A service to give thanks and praise for the many people 

who care for us. 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be on 

Wednesday 17th April at 7.00pm in the Church 

Saturday Scene  meets on the 9th 

March in the  Village Hall 4-5.15pm.   

An exciting church event for young 

families. Stories, songs, crafts, games  and food.  

Contact Donald Page on 825693  
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Church News 
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South Marston Church is part of Stratton Team Ministry.   

The office is located at St. Margaret’s Centre, Kenwin Close, Stratton 
St. Margaret and it  is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings from 8.30am to 12 noon.   

Email: stmargaretsoffice@tiscali.co.uk or tel: 826505. 

If you would like to talk to a priest or book a Christening or Wedding 
please contact Rev Vicky Fleming on 827021 between 6 and 7pm any 
evening except Fridays or Sundays. 

Members of the team:  

 Priest in Charge  Rev. Vicky Fleming  827021 
 Asst. Priest  Rev. George Fleming  827021 
 Asst. Priest  Rev. Richard Burston  822403 
 Lay Minister  Mrs Christine Burston   822403 
 Lay Minister  Mr Dan Read   763016 

Church Services for South Marston 

3rd March 11.00am South Marston Family Service 

10th March 9.30am South Marston Holy Communion 

17th March 10.00am South Marston Team Service 

24th March 8.00am South Marston Holy Communion 

31st March 9.30am South Marston Holy Communion 

7th April 11.00am South Marston Family Service 

14th April 9.30am South Marston Holy Communion 

21st April 10.00am St Margaret’s Team Service 

28th April 8.00am South Marston Holy Communion 
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E G G H I J K C F G R 

A H B C D E F H E H I 

C A V W X Y Z O D I S 

Z P E U T S A C S J E 

A P A G R Q P O U K N 

P I B C G O L L S L F 

O N H P N S M A E M E 

K E E U M L N T J N E 

L S G F N K O E C O Y 

S S H I G T P W B D D 

R E A S T E R X A I D 

R V U T S R Q Y Z E C 

B U N E Y D E U A D B 

RISEN 

EASTER 

EGGS 

BUN 

HAPPINESS 

JESUS 

CHOCOLATE 

HUNT 

DIED 

Q. What do you get if you pour 

hot water down a rabbit hole? 

A. Hot Cross Bunnies 

Q. How can you tell if the Easter 

Bunny has been? 

A. Eggs (X) marks the spot! 

By Natasha Kirby 
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South Marston Parish Council 

The Parish Council’s response to the public consultation on the Swindon 
Local Plan was submitted to the Borough Council on 20th February. The 
next stage is to complete work on the draft Supplementary Planning Doc-
ument which goes into more detail about development in South Marston 
village itself. We expect the draft to go before the Swindon Planning 
Committee sometime in April. If approved, it will then go out for formal 
public consultation, probably in May 2013. Swindon Borough Council 
controls this process, but we will be organising a presentation of the draft 
plans to the village so that residents can comment on the document and 
provide further input regarding issues such as the range of community 
facilities we would like and where they might best be located.  

We also hope to be engaged soon in the development of the Supplemen-
tary Planning Document for the Eastern Villages which will include the 
proposed development at Rowborough, part of our wider Parish. Once 
again, there are many issues to consider, such as roads and other infra-
structure requirements, and input from residents will be very welcome. 

If you would like to become involved with the planning process then 
please contact the Parish Clerk on 01793 820529. 

The Expansion Group has met with Paul Boileau, the developer’s flood-
ing consultant who attended the ‘event’ at the Hotel on 12th June last 
year. He showed us that there is close agreement between the develop-
er’s map of the areas prone to flooding from the brook and the map pro-
duced by the Environment Agency. He recognised that surface water 
flooding was a separate issue and had prepared a schedule of the flood-
ing photos that we took during the April rains. The schedule suggests 
causes and possible solutions and we have commented on this. This 
work will form the basis of the design of suitable flood alleviation 
schemes. 

Sadly, our Parish Clerk, Gemma Cheal, is leaving us to move to another 
position. We wish her every success in her new role and would like to 
thank Gemma for all the hard work and support she has given to the Par-
ish Council and village residents. We will be advertising this vacancy in 
more detail shortly. 

Parish Councillor Vacancy 

South Marston Parish Council currently has a vacancy on the Parish 
Council. If you would like to know more about becoming a Parish Coun-
cillor and would be interested in joining the team, please contact the Par-
ish Clerk on 01793 820529 or email: clerksmpc@aol.com. 

mailto:clerksmpc@aol.com
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South Marston Parish Council  

Parish Council Meetings 

Members of the public are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings 
which are held on the third Tuesday of the month, at 7.30pm in the Vil-
lage Hall. There is an “Open 10 Minutes” section at the start of the meet-
ing where you are invited to ask questions or discuss an agenda item. It 
would be helpful if you could inform the Chairman at the start of the meet-
ing of any items that you wish to raise or discuss. All agendas are pub-
lished on the village website and on the village notice boards, prior to the 
meetings. 

Meet Stuart Young - Chairman, South Marston Parish Council.  

As Chairman of the Parish Council one of my main roles is to make sure 
that the monthly meetings are run properly.  This 
includes agreeing the agenda with the Parish 
Clerk, running the meeting to schedule (definitely 
the most difficult part of the job!) and ensuring 
that everyone has a chance to express their 
views.  Whilst village expansion is probably our 
most critical issue, we have to make sure that suf-
ficient time is given to discussing more immediate 
issues of concern, such as HGVs driving through 
the village.  Often we are driven by deadlines in 
commenting on things like planning applications 
and boundary changes. 

I also have to work closely with the parish clerk, particularly on letters and 
correspondence and our relationship with Swindon Borough Council.  I 
often end up chairing meetings with other groups, including potential de-
velopers, our Honda neighbours and the contractors who are applying to 
erect the Sevor Solar Farm.  And, finally, all this needs to be communi-
cated effectively with members of our community.  
It certainly keeps me busy. 

 

To keep informed of all the latest Parish Council news, including 
minutes of Parish Council meetings, please visit 
www.southmarston.org.uk and click on the ‘Parish Council’ section. 

Stuart Young - Chairman, 

South Marston Parish Council 
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Recent Events 

A talk was given by Gail Leaman in the work of the Wiltshire Search 
and Rescue Team. Gail had a visual display of various roles they do and 
explained how the teams are organised and the area they cover. Team 
control is based in Devises and volunteers are on call and spread 
throughout the country and contacted when required. Examples of what 
is involved and how they respond to calls for help were discussed. All 
members of the team are volunteers and supported by donations. 

Future events 

Tuesday 12th March at South Marston Hotel at 2.00pm 

A talk will be given by Norman Jeffery on the National Garden 
Scheme. The hotel invited us to hold our meeting there so that we can 
trial their facilities. The hotel wishes to engage with all age groups of the 
South Marston Community. 

Tuesday 9th April in the Village Hall at 2.00pm 

A talk will be given by John James-Davidson on handwriting. 

The Friendly Club 

Gardening Club 

On Monday 4th March at 7.30pm 
will be our A.G.M. followed by a 
quiz. 

Our programme for the year will 
be available.  

All new members are welcome to 
come along to see what we have 
in store this year. 



                             towerandtap@southmarston.org.uk 11 

 

Christmas Hampers - new qualification criteria 

The government has increased the State 
Pension age for women to 65 phased from 
April 2016 to December 2018.  A further 
increase will be phased in to raise the State 
Pension age for all to 66 from December 
2018. 

In consideration of these changes and the 
proposed expansion of the village commu-
nity the Trust will be making the following 
changes to the criteria for allocation of 
Christmas Hampers to senior citizens of 
South Marston. These changes will be im-
plemented on 1st April 2016. 

The changes are not subject to the exact scheduling of government 
criteria. 

 To qualify for a Christmas Hamper the recipient is required to 
have been in perma-
nent residency in 
South Marston for a 
period of 3 years prior 
to submission of regis-
tration.  

 All new applicants 
must be 65 years of 
age on 24th December 
2016 to be  eligible to 
register. 

 All new and existing 
applicants must be 66 
years of age or over on 
the 1st January 2019 
to be eligible to regis-
ter. 

The F & E Harris Memorial Trust 

Cartoonists 
Artists 

Photographers 
Article Contributors 

Send your contributions to  
towerandtap@southmarston.org.uk 

by the 22nd of each month 

Are you 66 

or over on 

1st January 

2019? 
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March 2013 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

        1 2 3 

    Wheelie Bins 
Mixed Plastics 

Green Waste 

 Family 
Service 

11.00 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Gardening Club 

AGM and Quiz 

19:30 

Village Hall 

 Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

SME Group 

19.30-21:00 

Venue tbc 

Youth Club 

(8-11) 

18:30-20:00 

Village Hall 

Meeting Point 

10:00-12.30 

Village Hall 

  

Saturday Scene 

16:00-17:15 

Holy  

Communion 

09:30 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Youth Club  

(12-18) 

18:30-20:30 

Village Hall 

  

Friendly Club 

14:00-16:00 

Mecure Hotel 

Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

Craft Company 

14:00 

SMRA AGM 

19:00 –19:30 

SMRA  Meeting 

19:30 -21:30 

 Wheelie Bins 

Mixed Plastics 

Green Waste 

  

 Team 

Service 

10:00 

South  

Marston 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 Parish Council 

Meeting 

19.30 

Village Hall 

  

  

Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

Quiz Night at 

Carriers Arms 

Youth Club 

(8-11) 

18:30-20:00 

Village Hall 

Tower & Tap 

Contributions 

Cut Off Date 

 Holy  

Communion 

08:00 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Youth Club  

12-18) 

18:30-20:30 

Village Hall 

  

Ladies Who 

Latte 

10:00-12:00 

Mecure Hotel 

Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

 Wheelie Bins 

Mixed Plastics 

Green Waste 

  

 Holy  

Communion 

09:30 



                             towerandtap@southmarston.org.uk 13 

 

April 2013 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

  Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

Quiz Night at 

Carriers Arms 

  

SME Group 

19.30-21:00 

Venue tbc 

  Family 

Service 

11.00 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Youth Club  

(12-18) 

18:30-20:30 

Village Hall 

  

Friendly Club 

14:00-16:00 

Village Hall 

Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

Craft Company 

14:00 

SMRA Meeting 

19:30 -21:30 

 Wheelie Bins 

Mixed Plastics 

Green Waste 

  

  

Meeting Point 

10:00-12.30 

Village Hall 

  

Saturday Scene 

16:00-17:15 

Village Hall 

Holy  

Communion 

09:30 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 Swindon Older 

People’s Forum 

Open Meeting 

13:00-16:00 

Gorse Hill Com-

munity Centre 

Parish Council 

Meeting 

19.30 

Village Hall  

Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

  

  

Quiz Night at 

Carriers Arms 

Youth Club 

(8-11) 

18:30-20:00 

Village Hall 

 Team 

Service 

10:00 

St Margaret’s 

Stratton 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Youth Club  

(12-18) 

18:30-20:30 

Village Hall 

Tower & Tap 

Contributions 

Cut Off Date 

Ladies Who 

Latte 

10:00-12:00 

Mecure Hotel 

Tots ‘n’ Toddlers 

9.00-11.00 

Village Hall 

 Wheelie Bins 

Mixed Plastics 

Green Waste 

 

 Holy  

Communion 

08:00 

29 30           
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SMRA South Marston Recreation Association 

Annual General Meeting  

SMRA’s AGM will be held on Wednesday 13th March at 7pm. in the Vil-

lage Hall. 

If you have any questions or comments on the Playing Field or Village 

Hall, you are most welcome to come to the meeting;  if you are interested 

in joining the committee, you would also be made very welcome. 

Grass-cutting 

As Spring approaches, we are looking for a couple more volunteers to be 

on the grass-cutting rota for the Playing Field. 

It would be particularly good if one or two parents of younger village chil-

dren would be able to help.                                                                                                                                                                        

As well as general use outside school hours, South Marston School uses 

the field for football training and matches, Sports Day and general use 

during the summer time for sports and playtime.  

Our current volunteers have been taking their turns for years, and some 

new blood would be much appreciated – at least 1 volunteer will not be 

able to help this year, due to ill-health. 

If you are able to spare about 3 hours once every 8 weeks we would love 

to hear from you. Any day of your allocated week would do, but the closer 

to the weekend, the better. 

Please ring Jenny McEwen on 825312           

Many thanks 
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SMRA South Marston Recreation Association 

Editors Note: Our sincere apologies that SMRA contributions were miss-

ing from our last two issues. Here are all the important SMRA Christmas 

Messages. 

Thank You 

There are some particular Christmas thank you’s from SMRA.                                                                             
Firstly to Father Christmas, who came to Meeting Point on December 
8th. and was met by 39 village children. 

Dale Wildern again donated the village Christmas tree which was kindly 
put up outside the Village Hall by Steve Case, Adam Rudnik and Ben 
Case. Kate and John Shepard kindly donated some of the tree lights. 
Thanks also to Steve Case for removing the large tree afterwards. 

Annual thanks to our 100 Club collectors Rosemary New, Richard San-
sum, Jill Comley, Mary Case, Jenny McEwen and to all of you who sub-
scribe. 

Grass-cutting on the field is done exclusively by volunteers; this saves 
the village about £3000 a year. Many thanks to Lionel Cave-Ayland, Alan 
Philips, Simon Wright-Cooper, Gary Comley and Chris Maull who gener-
ally also oversees field maintenance. More grass-cutting volunteers 
would be welcome! If we have 8 volunteers, it would only be about 3 
times a year. Please contact Jenny McEwen on 825312. 

Finally to Jean Franklin, who retired from SMRA  and the Parish Council 
a few years ago after years of service. There is now a bench in the con-
servation area along Highworth Road between the Post Office and the 
bungalows. We have put a plaque on there to thank Jean for all she has 
done and hope that you have seen the photographs on the website of 
Jean ceremonially  sitting on the bench. 

Happy Christmas from us all at SMRA. Our meetings are every second 
Wednesday of the month and are currently held at Julie Hatherall’s 
house- 6, Church Ground, if anyone would care to come and have a cup 
of tea with us and discuss Playing Field matters. 
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SMRA South Marston Recreation Association 

100 Club 

Subscriptions are due for this year for the 100 Club please.  

You will soon be hearing from your collectors! 

New members -  if anyone would like 

to join and have a number, please  

contact Julie Hatherall (07749 211867) 

or Jenny McEwen (825312). 

All profits go to playing field upkeep, 

and many thanks to all current  

members. 

February Winners 

72 £10 Jim Sansum 

69 £10 Margaret Turner 

32 £10 Ray Harley 

109 £10 Janet Cave-Ayland 

January Winners 

100 £10 Richard Haine 

101 £10 Ian Sullivan 

50 £10 Barry Saunders 

30 £10 Jill Sansum 

December 2012 Winners 

78 £100 Bernice Proctor 

19 £10 Donald Heavens 

89 £10 Colin McEwen 

94 £10 Neil Robinson 

57 £10 Mandy Larcombe 
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All prices exclude VAT (where applicable) and are valid for 30 days from 

issue of this schedule. 

Invoices will be issued electronically and are payable prior to publication 

The South Marston Tower & Tap is a popular publication read, pub-

lished monthly with a double issue in Dec/Jan and Jul/Aug. It is dis-

tributed by hand to 375 homes in South Marston with a potential 

readership in excess of 700. It is also published on our website in-

creasing its reach beyond householders. 

Note: the dimensions above are based on B5 size pages.  
(164mmx 235mm) Your advertisement should be sent to  

towerandtapadvertising@southmarston.org.uk 

in an electronic format ie .jpeg or .tiff or .pdf   

Please send any logos or picture files in a separate file. 

Failure to send your files by 13th of the Month will delay publication. 

Please send all advertisements to  
towerandtapadvertising@southmarston.org.uk 

By the 13th of the month before the publication you re-
quire. 

Black and White Colour (for back page or inside cover) 

For a one off ad: 

£27.50 full page 

£16.50 half page 

£8.80 quarter page. 

 

For one year (10 issues) 

£82.50 full page 

£49.50 half page 

£27.50 quarter page  

For a one off ad 

£35.00 full page 

£20.00 half page 

£10.00 quarter page 

 

For one year (10 Issues) 

£100.00 full page 

£65.00 half page 

£35.00 quarter page 

Tower & Tap Advertising Rates 2013 

mailto:towerandtapadvertising@southmarston.org.uk
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South Marston Hotel & Spa 
 

Firstly may we extend a big thank you to everyone who 

attended our Open Mornings here at the hotel last month, 

it was a real treat to meet you and your families and we 

look forward to welcoming you back in the very near fu-

ture. 

Don’t forget if you’re looking for a great lunch our Sunday Car-

very has been re-launched and we are again becoming a very 

popular destination of choice for you and the family to enjoy 

fabulous roasts for main course from only £7.95 per adult and 

£3.95 per child. 

Mothering Sunday is fast approaching. If you don’t have 

your table booked already why not call us with your 

booking to ensure you give Mum a special lunch without 

the washing up. We have arranged a photographer to be 

with us on the day to take a family portrait then present 

it to you at the end of your lunch. I’m sure you would 

agree that it’s a great gift to give mum on her day.   

To book call 01793 833700 and press 2, lunch is being 

served from 12.30pm-4.00pm. 

Our next monthly villagers coffee morning will be on Monday 4th 

March from 10.30am-12.30pm, coffee and biscuits are provided 

by the hotel and any donations will be gratefully received as we 

will share the proceeds with the Village Hall and Church Funds. 

This will be a monthly gathering for the village and their friends 

so come along and support your local amenities.  The provision-

al Date for April is Monday 8th April 10.30am-12.30pm. 
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Senior Citizens Lunches were also successfully launched 

last month and this to will be in the diary  

every Thursday from 12.00 noon -2.00pm at a cost of only 

£4.99 for a two courses.   

No booking is necessary unless you’re in a party of 6 or 

more. 

So what’s next? Well from 1st March we are launching an after-

noon tea service in the hotel lounge so if you want to meet 

friends in the afternoon in relaxed surroundings then why not 

come along, any day Monday to Friday from 3.00-5.30pm, no 

need to book and our prices start from £4.99 per person.   

There is a lot happening here at the hotel so watch out for 

special offers and the introduction of a new all day dining 

menu in March, we’ll be serving reasonably priced great 

food. 

Do you know anyone looking for a Wedding Venue for 2013 or 

2014?   

We’re opening up the hotel on Sunday 21st April from 11.00am-

3.00pm and one lucky couple will have the chance to win our 

‘Perfect Wedding Package’ for up to 50 guests worth up to 

£2500.00, come along on the day for further information and to 

have the chance of winning call 01793 833700 press option 2 

and speak to Kellie our Wedding Coordinator. 

Look forward to welcoming you to the hotel over the coming weeks. 

The Mercure South Marston Hotel and Spa, Old Vicarage Lane, 

South Marston, SN3 4SH   
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AEE Renewables 

AEE Renewables have submitted a planning application for a second phase of 
Solar Panels in fields around South Marston. Ralph Doering and Adam Withers 
from AEE attended the South Marston Parish Council Meeting in February. Key 
questions they were asked included:  

 Flooding  - The drainage has been designed by Ben Ridge a leading flood 
risk engineer at H2OK. Any possible risk of increased flooding has been 
eliminated.  

 Archaeology - An area of archaeological significance were discovered on 
the site including evidence of a Roman Villa. Above these areas the pan-
els will have gabion wall foundations. In all other areas pile foundations 
will be used. No concrete foundations will be used on this new develop-
ment. It might be possible to display the clay fragments found on the site 
in the Village Hall. 

 Landscape and Environmental Management - A robust drawing of the 
proposed new hedgerow and tree planting is considered essential by the 
Parish Council. Such a drawing is not yet available. 

 Construction Traffic - AEE gave a guarantee that HGV's will not be  
allowed to park in South Marston. The compound will be built first so that 
this does not happen.   

 Footpaths - AEE would like to know your opinion on which ‘circular’ 
routes around and across the proposed site would benefit our community 
best. 

Further details are available on the South Marston Website  
or on AEE’s Sevor Farm Blog http://projectblog.sevorfarmsolar.co.uk 
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SWINDON OLDER PEOPLES FORUM 

AN OLDER PEOPLES VOICE  
IN SWINDON 

Established in November 2011 Swindon 
Older Peoples Forum (SOPF) provides 

an independent, inclusive forum for discussion and debate on the issues 
and concerns of older citizens within the Borough. It is run by older peo-
ple for older people and is independent of external influences.  In pursuit 
of these primary objectives, SOPF aims to:  

 promote the welfare and interests of older people within the Bor-
ough of Swindon. 

 combat ageism and promote a positive image of all older people, 

 provide a forum for the exchange of information, ideas and experi-
ence and to encourage older people to have their say on issues that 
concern them. 

 to increase the opportunities for older people to be integrated into 
the local and national mechanisms that influence the decisions on 
issues and concerns that affect them. 

 work in partnership with local, regional or national organisations and 
institutions who have similar aims, objectives and interests. 

 be a democratic, independent non-party political, non sectarian and 
non profit-making organisation, that welcomes participation regard-
less of ethnic origin, disability, faith, gender or sexuality. 

Membership of SOPF is free and a regular newsletter summarises activi-
ties, keeps members and affiliates abreast of developments, and sign-
posts sources of advice and information. SOPF also has a Website http://
www.sopf.btck.co.uk  and uses themed Open meetings to listen to the 
views and concerns of its membership.  A small Management Committee 
takes forward the actions and requests made by the membership.  

Topics discussed at Open meetings to date have included local transport 
provision for the elderly and combating social isolation and loneliness.  
The next Open meeting on the afternoon of Tuesday 16 April 2013 at 
Gorse Hill Community Centre between 1:00 – 4:00pm will have a dis-
cussion on “Housing options for Older People”.  In the autumn SOPF will 
be looking at the implications of changes to the welfare benefits system.   

Chair: David A Brown:  Tel: 01793 612037 E-mail dave.abrown@btinternet.com 

Secretary: Carol Brownlee: Tel: 01793 692636 safetycollege@ntlworld.com  

http://www.sopf.btck.co.uk
http://www.sopf.btck.co.uk
mailto:dave.abrown@btinternet.com
mailto:safetycollege@ntlworld.com
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Parish Council Chair Stuart Young T  828775  

Parish Council Vice Chair Sylvia Brown T  823535 

Clerk to the Parish Council Gemma Cheal T  820529   

SMRA Chair Mary Case  T  826038  

SMRA Secretary Julie Hatherall  T  07857 310624  

Village Hall Bookings Julie Hatherall  T  07857 310624  

Football Field Bookings Chris Maull T  824505  

Tots & Toddlers Rachel Case T  832719  

Youth Club Julie & Steve T  07923 441296  

Gardening Club Mike New T  827807 

Friendly Club Brian McGlone T  826243 

Spitfires Football Club Bev Maull T  824505 

South Marston School Mr Luke Madison T  823379 

Pre–School Pre-School Staff T  07847 590601 

Saplings Children’s Centre (All Sorts) T  829996 

Ward Councillors Russell Holland T  07999 566623 

 John Haines T  07901 534640 

 Colin Lovell T  321634 

Member of Parliament Justin Tomlinson T  522123 

Priest in Charge  Vicky Fleming T  827021  

Church Wardens Richard Sansum T  831473 

 Donald Page T  825693 

Website Donald Jones T  823035 

Tower and Tap Hannah Jones T  823035 

Useful Contacts 
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South Marston  

Village Hall 
 

Hire Charges  

 

All enquiries and to make a booking please contact Julie Hatherall 

http://southmarston.org.uk/village-hall-bookings/ 

 or email: j_hatherall@yahoo.co.uk    tel: 07857 310 624 

Refundable deposit also applies for all one off bookings,  

Please see website for further details.  Terms and Conditions apply. 

REGULAR HIRE COST 

Local Village Organisation £5.00 per hour 

Non-Local Organisation £8.00 per hour 

Parish Council £8.50 per hour 

ONE-OFF BOOKINGS e.g. Children’s 

Party, Family Party, Christenings etc 

COST 

Village Resident         Non-Resident         

Morning Session 08:30 – 13:30 £20.00 £25.00 

Afternoon Session 13:30 – 18:30 £25.00 £30.00 

Evening Session 18:30 – 23:30 £30.00 £35.00 

Send your contributions for our April Issue to  

towerandtap@southmarston.org.uk 
by the 22nd of March 2013 

mailto:j_hatherall@yahoo.co.uk

