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Normally in the Annual Report we look back over the previous year.  However, this year, 

with the expected major changes to the village getting closer, it is equally important to focus 

on what we can expect in the forthcoming year. 

 

We have had a big changeover in councillors – Tony Leathart and Stephanie Blair have joined 

us and we welcome then.  Hannah Jones has just left us – we thank her for her enthusiasm and 

ideas whilst she was on the council.  We would also like to thank her for taking over the 

editorship of Tower and Tap on a temporary basis and introducing its new format.  Gemma 

Cheal has also left after three years’ service as Clerk to the Council – her hard work and 

organisational skills were much appreciated.  Amanda Burchell has taken over as Clerk – she 

will also be editing Tower and Tap as we expand the duties of the clerk.  We still have two 

vacancies on the Parish Council. 

 

Sadly, Malcolm Phillips, a key member of the council and Chair of the Expansion Group, 

passed away last July.  Malcolm’s wise advice and good judgement is sadly missed and we 

owe him a great debt of gratitude – he contributed significantly to the production of the 

village planning document for South Marston. 

 

One of the major issues that the Parish Council deals with is planning.  This year we have 

seen the introduction into operation of the Solar Farm to the north of the village.  There has 

now been a second application from AEE Renewables to build another Solar Farm to the east 

of the village and we have worked hard with the company to ensure that the visual and 

flooding impact of the development is minimised and that problems associated with its 

construction and restoration of footpaths and surrounding areas after completion are 

addressed. 

 

We were also concerned about the expansion of a large warehouse on the Industrial Estate, 

particularly regarding its proximity to housing and drainage and flood alleviation.  This 

application has been approved by Swindon Borough Council. 

 

An application has also been received for five houses on land behind Yew Tree Cottage – this 

provides us with an opportunity to develop a pathway along the northern perimeter of the 

village linking to St Julians. 

 

Of course the biggest planning issue remains the expansion of the village.  We have worked 

hard this year to complete the South Marston Supplementary Planning Document.  The draft 

of this document is expected to go before SBC for formal endorsement on 9 July after which 

it will undergo its statutory public consultation.  As part of this there will be a consultation 

event in the South Marston Hotel on 23 July – we would encourage all residents to attend. 

 

As well as our work with Swindon Borough Council on developing the Supplementary 

Planning document, we are also starting to engage with the developers, particularly with 

regard to flood alleviation schemes and the design of community facilities in the centre of the 

village – we hope that some ideas will be available to present on 23 July. 

 



In addition to South Marston village, plans are also being developed by Swindon Borough 

Council for wider development in the ‘Eastern Villages’, including Rowborough to the east of 

South Marston and new villages to the south of the A420, a large proportion of which is 

within the wider South Marston Parish.  We hope that the initial planning documents will be 

available next month for public consultation.  We need to take a particular interest in these as 

transport, access, education, shops and community facilities will all have a direct impact on 

the quality of life in South Marston – I urge everyone to read these documents and comment 

on them personally.  Your views carry weight, so don’t just rely on the Parish Council to 

comment on your behalf. 

 

A key activity of the Parish Council is communication.  We think we try hard to communicate 

with the village but feedback suggests that we are not always successful.  We use a variety of 

media, including Tower and Tap, the Village website and notice boards.  Parish Council 

meetings are open to the public and we use mail drops to all houses in the Parish when there 

is something important to communicate.  Word of mouth is also very important.  However, 

we must do better and any suggestions are very welcome. 

 

Touching on a number of other issues, we continue to develop the allotment site and are 

working with Stratton St Margaret on this.  We remain concerned about road safety, 

particularly in the vicinity of the school and support the speed surveys which have been 

undertaken and hope to reduce speed limits to 20 mph at key points.  We also work hard to 

maintain the fabric of the village including liaison with Swindon Borough Council to ensure 

that they undertake their responsibilities.  We also support other local organisations, including 

South Marston Recreation Association which has a vital role in running and maintaining our 

recreation facilities within the village.  All this work costs money but I am pleased to say that 

our precept, that is the element of the council tax that you pay which is allocated to South 

Marston Parish Council, has been kept at the same level for the past three years. 

 

The only paid employee of the Parish Council is the clerk.  All the councillors are volunteers 

and receive no payment or allowances for the work they undertake – I would like to express 

my thanks and gratitude for their dedication and work on behalf of South Marston. 

 

Despite this, there are always opportunities to do better.  In this respect we aspire to become a 

Quality Council, and councillors and the clerk will be working together to improve our 

processes, our communication and community engagement and our expertise.  Further 

information is available on the National Association of Local Councils website. 

 

In conclusion, it has been a busy year but we feel that we have made real progress in 

development plans for the village which, while catering for the expansion, should also 

maintain the rural character of the village and enhance the facilities available.  We value the 

community’s contribution to this and look forward to hearing you views as we progress. 
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Chairman 
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