
Draft SOUTH MARSTON VISION AND DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES 

These principles have been distilled from: 
1. Development Principles in Martin Trewhella’s draft SPD 
2. Village opinion expressed in: 

 May 2010 meetings led by NEW Masterplanning 

 October 2010 Village ‘Place making’ meeting 

 Villager Questionaire at April 2011 Roadshow 

 Door to Door village questionnaire May 2011 
This vision describes the sort of place in which the residents of South Marston wish 

to live. 

Vision  

‘We will make South Marston a high quality, integrated village with an enhanced 

sense of community, activity and safety within a distinctive form that builds on the 

existing character and features in a sustainable manner.’ 

DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES (DRAFT) 
 
To achieve the vision, the following development principles will be applied to any 
future development of the village and used as core criteria against which future 
planning applications will be considered. 

 
Separation from other Residential Areas. Maintain and visually enhance the 
separation of the village from the Swindon urban area, and any future development, 
by providing a gap of open amenity space. 
  
Rural feel. Maintain an open and rural feel by providing public open space 
accessible to the existing and future residents with green corridors that safeguard 
views from the village to the North Wessex Downs Area of Natural Beauty, the 
Church and the surrounding countryside. 
  
Culture and Heritage.  Create a thriving modern settlement that respects its 
cultural, historical and archaeological heritage. 
  
Community Facilities in the Village. Enhance a sense of belonging to a single 
village community by providing modern facilities (near to the school) with adequate 
shared parking.  
  
Primary Education. Provide a sympathetically designed (Church of England) 
Primary School in an accessible location with permanent buildings and sufficient 
capacity to cater for all village children, and which acts as a community resource. 
  
Existing Dwellings . New development to have no detrimental impact on the 
amenity of existing dwellings. 
 Travel. Ensure an integrated safe and convenient road, footpath and cycleway 
layout that embraces the ‘Walkable Neighbourhood’ concept. 
  



Public Transport.  Encourage the use and provision of public and community based 
transport to serve the expanded village.  
  
Pedestrian and Cycle Connections.  Provide pedestrian and cycle connections to 
the village centre, between neighbourhoods and to nearby facilities and public 
transport hubs, as well as into the countryside. 
  
Traffic Control.  Control both traffic volume and speed, particularly at Pound 
Corner, using a revised highway network, signage, enforced 20 mph speed 
restriction and measures to significantly reduce movement of large vehicles and 
through traffic, whilst retaining and enhancing road links to the outside world. 
  
Housing Types.  Maintain the village character by reflecting the existing overall mix 
of housing types, with a bias towards detached family homes and distinctive design 
aesthetic, a housing density of [25 NOT AGREED BY SBC - 30 DWS/HA 
RECOMMENDED] to the hectare and [15% NOT AGREED BY SBC – 20% 
RECOMMENDED] of social housing. 
  
Older People.  Enable older people to live in the village by providing appropriate 
dwellings through a mix of open market, social and supported housing as well as 
access to appropriate community facilities. 
  
Recreation and Visual Amenity (Green Space). Provide recreational and visual 
amenity for all generations by providing new public open space using a ratio of [one 
quarter developed land to three quarters undeveloped land] and incorporating new 
allotments, play, sports and recreation facilities.  (RATIO OF POS NOT AGREED BY 
SBC - 3.2 HA/1000 POPULATION IS ITS ADOPTED STANDARD) 
  
Flood Risk.  Protect the current and future village from fluvial and surface water 
flood risk and take account of existing drainage facilities. 
  
Provision of Services.  Facilitate provision of mains drainage and gas supply to 
existing properties lacking these. Ensure availability of high speed internet access 
throughout the village. 
  
Design Codes. Establish the requirement for Village Design Codes to guide the 
structure, design and character of new development. Establish legibility criteria and 
standards  
 
Building for Life. Adopt “Building For Life” criteria for new housing development. 
 
Secured by Design. Create a village form that embraces security by design 
principles, requirements for natural surveillance and community safety 
. 
Sustainable Design. Require sustainable design and construction e.g. energy 
provision and efficiency, waste management, SUDS, BREEAM/Eco Homes, low 
carbon development. 
 


