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High Five 
Service 10 am 

  

September 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Spending time with people who care about us is so 
important—its linked to how we flourish. Its not about 
knowing many people—its about having deep relationships 
or being connected. We can have many contacts but not 
many friends. We are „wired‟ to be connected.  
 
The scientist Donald Winnicott, has found that children who 
play in close proximity with their mother are more creative 
than children playing at a distance from her. He found that 
children closer to their parents are naturally inventive, 
curious, and have more energy than those kept at a 
distance, or out of the close circle. The research that has 
been done in this field shows that when you are loved, it 
enables you to become more yourself.  
 
 We flourish when we are connected with God and people 
and we languish when we are disconnected. Emotionally, 
isolated people are more prone to depression, anxiety, 
loneliness, low self-esteem, addiction, and poor eating and 
sleeping habits. AND they are between 2 and 5 times more 
likely to die from any cause than those who have close ties 
to families and other relationships.  
 
Winston Churchill‟s health habits were really terrible—but he 
had a wonderful marriage, was deeply connected to his 
family and his friends and he lived to be nearly ninety… 
 
Is it time to reconnect with your family and friends and spend 
some quality time with them? Is it time to reconnect with 
God? 
 
God Bless, 
Vicky Fleming 
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  Church News 

The next High Five service for children up to 5 years 
will be on Friday 30th September at 10am  Please 
note this is a change from the normal date. 

  

„Craft Company’ we are meeting again at Mary 
Cooper‟s house (Dryden House) 2pm Wednesday 
14th September, More details form Mary or Vicky 
Fleming. 

Saturday Scene  will  meet  on  10th September at 
4pm—we look forward to seeing you again . 
Saturday Scene is an event for young families. 
 For more information  contact Donald Page on 
825693  

The 7.30 Club 
for 10 to 16 year olds from Stratton, Stanton & South Marston 

Held on alternate Sunday Evenings 
7.30pm to 8.45pm at St Margaret‟s Centre 

Please call the St. Margaret‟s Church Office 
 for more information 

1
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

6
 

7
 

8
 

9
 

1
0
 

1
1
 

1
2
 

1
3
 

From the Registers: 
 

Baptism: 
 

3rd July  Kira Rose Messenger  
 

Weddings: 
 

16th July Stacy Woolhouse and Jodie Turner 
30th July Terence Belson and Samantha Heron 

Weddings and Baptisms 
Please make contact with Rev. Vicky Fleming to book these—in 
Stratton Team Ministry‟s three churches we will have had 40 
Weddings and Blessing this year and even more baptisms. We 
already have 36 weddings booked for next year so please book as 
soon as possible as we don‟t want to disappoint you!  
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 The Meeting Point 
Coffee morning with table top sales 

(Please book a table early: £2.50 for people who live in the village, 
£5 for those outside and free to village organisations ) 

 
 
 

10th September  
from 9.30 –12 noon  
In the Village Hall  

 

Come and meet your friends, chat and enjoy 
catching up on the latest news. 

 
South Marston Church serving the Community 

 

We look forward to seeing you 

Church Services  
(at South Marston Church unless otherwise stated) 
 

4th September 11.00am  Family Service 

11th September   8.00am  Holy Communion BCP 

   9.30am  Holy Communion 

18th September  10.00am TEAM SERVICE  St Margaret’s 

25th September   8.00am  Holy Communion 

2nd October 11.00am  Family Service 

9th October   8.00am  Holy Communion 

     9.30am  Holy Communion 

16th October  10.00am   TEAM SERVICE  South Marston 

23rd October   8.00am  Holy Communion 

    9.30am  Morning Worship 

30th October   9.30am  Morning Worship 
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 Church Office  
South Marston Church is part of Stratton Team Ministry.  The office is 

located at St. Margaret’s Centre, Kenwin Close, Stratton St. Margaret 

and it is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 

8.30am to 12 noon.  

Email: stmargaretsoffice@tiscali.co.uk or tel: 826505. 
 

If you would like to talk to a priest or book a Christening or Wedding 

please contact Rev Vicky Fleming on 827021 between 6 and 7pm any 

evening except Thursdays or Sundays. 
 

Members of the team:  

 Team Vicar  Rev. Vicky Fleming 827021 

 Asst. Priest Rev. George Fleming  827021 

 Asst. Priest Rev. Richard Burston 822403 

 Lay Minister Mrs Christine Burston  822403 

 Lay Minister Mr Dan Read  763016 

 

Found on the Rec  
in mid August: 

 

 Ladies Watch 
 

Please contact  
Hazel on 01793 
827739 with a  

description of the 
watch if you are 

the owner. 
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South Marston Parish Council News  

Village Development 
Following the village consultation exercise in May, which   
generally endorsed the principles for development         
proposed by the Parish Council Expansion Working Group, 
there have been further meetings with Swindon Borough 
Council and an initial meeting with the developers. The 
timetable for the South Marston supplementary planning 
document has been put back three months due to the number of responses 
received by Swindon Borough Council to the draft Core Strategy and we 
hope to consult further with the village by November. 

We are discussing options, locations and costings with SBC‟s Education   
Department for the school and with the Highways Department regarding 
the proposed development at Rowborough, access onto the A420, Pound 
Corner and minimising through-traffic. 

The developers say that their vision for the expansion of the village is not 
far apart from ours and we are to have more detailed discussions with 
them. 

We are also meeting again with the Environment Agency to address flood-
ing issues. 

The Working Party will consult with villagers on options for expansion    
before the village SPD is drawn up by SBC.  The government‟s localism 
agenda may support our influence, but its policy of promoting economic 
growth by building more houses supports the developers. 

We will continue to keep everyone informed on future developments. 
 
 

New Parish Councillor 
After receiving a fair number of applications in response to the recent Par-
ish Councillor vacancy, interviews were held at the beginning of August 
with the preferred candidate, Jill Little being recommended to the full Parish 
Council and appointed at the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 16

th
 

August. 
 

The Parish Council would like to welcome Jill to the team and wish her 
every success in her new role. 
 

Parish Council Internal Audit 
The Parish Council internal audit has been completed for the financial year 
2010-11. The Annual Return has now been sent to our external auditors. 
We are currently awaiting the outcome and will report on this in the next 
issue of the Tower & Tap. 
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  South Marston Parish Council News cont’d 
Parish Council Meetings 
Members of the public are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings 
which are held on the third Tuesday of the month, at 7.30pm in the Village 
Hall. There is an “Open 10 Minutes” section at the start of the meeting 
where you are invited to ask questions or discuss an agenda item. It 
would be helpful if you could inform the Chairman at the start of the meet-
ing of any items that you wish to raise or discuss. All agendas are pub-
lished on the village website and on the village notice boards, prior to the 
meetings. 
 

To keep informed of all the latest Parish Council news, including minutes 

of Parish Council meetings, please visit www.southmarston.org.uk and 

visit the ‘Parish Council’ section. 

South Marston Enterprise (SME) Group 

Our July meeting was a real treat thanks to Hannah Jones and Linda 

Warwick Cornes. Hannah led a very informative, interactive talk, 

which helped us understand how we learn – just a taster from her 

work with leaders in schools, and we were treated to Linda’s           

exceptional hospitality, including a baking banquet. 

In September Kerry Robinson Blanchard will be giving us a practical 

demonstration of how she makes her cosmetic products and we will be 

putting together the Autumn/Winter programme. We will meet at 

7.30pm on Thursday 1st September at 13 Rawlings Close. 

If you’d like to come please call Hannah Jones on 01793 823035 or    

e-mail her at hannah@bluekitecoach.com 
 

We’d like to invite anyone with an interest in business or enterprise (you 

don’t have to run a business) to join us at our meetings. You don’t have to 

commit to every meeting and it costs nothing. 

Tower & Tap  
 Please email items for the Tower & Tap to kaylong@btinternet.com or 

drop any article in to The Maples, South Marston  (next to the Vicar-

age).  The deadline for the  October  issue is 15th September. 

mailto:kaylong@btinternet.com
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 ILL WIND Update  
Honda/Ecotricity Wind Turbine Application 

 

Honda/Ecotricity are now proposing an    
alternative plan of 2 turbines instead of 3.  
The  nearest homes will be 590 metres 
away. Households in South Marston and 
Stratton will still suffer massive visual       
impact, sleep disturbance, and noise from 
the 2 remaining proposed turbines.    

We do not yet know the date and venue of 
the  Planning Meeting when the revised   
application will be heard, but look out for the 
next illwind leaflet within the next week or so 
when we will have more information for you.   

 

Visit  illwind.co.uk for the latest news  

Walk a Mile to Celebrate Walk4life in Swindon 
  

Join a circular one-mile group walk around leafy 

Lydiard Park to celebrate Walk4life Day on Sunday 

25 September.  Healthy living information stall and 

refreshments on offer too.  Meet outside the cafe at 

Lydiard Park at 11.00am. 

  

For more information, please contact Amanda Rothwell 

01793 465413 or 07866 418537. 

  

http://www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/5b18dd9103d86868e07522634f38c80a-wind-turbine-clip-art.jpg
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MAD MARCH HARE SAYS “THANK YOU”  
 

The fourth Mad March Hare on Sunday 27th March 2011 was the 
biggest and most successful event so far, attracting 800 entrants 
and 70 volunteers 
 

Following the success of this year’s event, a fantastic amount of 
£13,000 has been raised for Breakthrough for Breast Cancer 
Wiltshire Group. A total of £42,000 has now been raised since 
the Mad March Hare started in 2008. 
 

The Organising Team would like to thank all their Sponsors for their continuing 
support: Les Slinn Personal Training, The Big Adventure Store, Acorn Press, 
Berry Davies, Next Generation Gym & Fitness Centre, Eden Springs, Swindon  
Borough Council, Challenge Swindon and Muevete Fitness. 
 

Photos of the event can be found on our website www.madmarchhare.org – 
please take a look.  We are currently planning the next Mad March Hare event  
for 2012, so watch this space or check our website for more details. 
 

We hope everyone who took part enjoyed the event and we look forward to   
seeing you all again next year. 

Mandy Martin,  Mad March Hare Organising Team 

 Conservation Site News  

The working day on Saturday 13th 

August was used to install the pond.   

We still need volunteers  

to help with future work.  

If you are interested in helping  

please contact:  

Barry Thunder on 826697  

or Brian McGlone on 826243. 

http://www.madmarchhare.org
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A team of specialist advisers for voluntary and community  

organisations in Swindon 

Are you an established charity or community group, or thinking of starting 
one, and based in Swindon?   Do you work with volunteers? 

Do you need help finding funding?    
Do you need help with training and development? 

 

The Gateway project can help you! 
The Gateway project has brought together a team of four specialist advisors 

from Voluntary Action Swindon, Volunteer Centre Swindon, Charities Infor-

mation Bureau South & West, and Community First. These organisations will 

provide free support to voluntary and community groups. 

The Gateway Project offers information, advice and guidance in the key areas 

of finance and fundraising; volunteering, developing volunteers and volunteer 

management for community and voluntary organisations in Swindon. 

Any voluntary, community or not-for-profit organisation in Swindon could 

benefit from this support from very small informal support groups or those 

just setting up to larger and/or more established organisations.   

If you would like some help with: 

● Advice on funding: contact Jane Butler at the Charities Informa-
tion Bureau on 01380 729279,  email: jane@cibwilts.org.uk 

● Running your group: contact John Phipps at Voluntary Action 
Swindon on 01793 538398, email: john@vas-swindon.org 

● Youth Activities: contact Simon Hughes at Community First on 
01380 729813, email: simon@youthactionwiltshire.org 

● Volunteering: contact Louise Hallett at Volunteer Centre Swindon 
on 01793 420557, email: lou@swindonvolunteers. 
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Recent Events  
Tuesday 12th July - we were entertained by Gillian Monk, 
an optician, on the topic ‘A room with a view’ which was a  
comical talk on exploring the eye. Details of common conditions 
of the eye were explored. The solutions available with the    
outcomes to deal with were explained. 
 

Tuesday 19th July – our visit to Kew Gardens went well. Late in the     
afternoon was the only rain we had which did not distract from the visit.         
Some photographs are on the village web site. 

Future Events  
 

Tuesday 13th September – Village Hall at 2.00pm. 
A demonstration will be given by Debbie Williams on the 
making of sweets. Member participation will be expected to 

have hands on experience. 
 

Tuesday 20th September – Mystery Tour.  The coach will leave from  
outside the school at 10.00am. Return to South Marston will be about 5.00pm 
 

Monday 3rd to7th October (inclusive) – Holiday to Torquay 
Our 5 days holiday to Torquay staying at the Kistor Hotel has some double 
rooms still available. All single rooms have been allocated. If you would like to 
join us on this holiday, call Josie on 828080. It is available to senior citizen non 
members. The cost is £249 per person for a double/twin room for members 
and non members. 

Friendly Club  

South Marston Youth Club  

For more details please contact Julie or Steve Hatherall,  

e-mail:  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk  tel:  07923 441 296   

September dates:  

DAY DATE VENUE 

Mon 12 & 26 September Village Hall 

Fri 9 & 23 September Village Hall 

mailto:hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk
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Recent Events 
 

On Saturday 27th June we travelled to Mere to enjoy the delights of Stour-
head.  Our party contained a mix of members and non members making it 
an excellent day out. 

 

 
On Monday 4th July we held our annual B.B.Q. at Catsbrain Farm. 
We were entertained by a group called O K Reunited, who along 
with the good food, drink and fine weather made for an enjoyable 
evening. Thanks to Eric Barnes for the use of his facilities. 
 

 
Future Events 
Our next meeting will be on Monday 5th September at 7:30pm. Our talk 
will be from a warden at Stanton Park, telling us about his work with the 
wildlife in Stanton and the Borough. 
 
. 

Gardening Club  

 
 

        at South Marston Primary School 
Children 0 to under 5yrs 

Expectant mums welcome 

Tuesdays 1.30 pm – 2.45 pm  (Term Time Only) 

Drop in, no need to book.   50p charge per family 

For further details please call  

Saplings Children’s Centre on 829996  

OUTREACH SAPLINGS CHILDRENS CENTRE - Come to 
an All Sorts session where you Stay and Play with various 
activities, enjoy a healthy snack, sing songs and rhymes: 
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SUMMER FETE 
SMRA (South Marston Recreation Association) Fete Committee would 

like to give a huge thank you to all of the helpers who made the 2011 
fete such a success. 
 

Villagers helped with putting up marquees, road signs, 
bunting, hay bales etc on the day before.  We had many 

helpers on the day, with car parking, car boot, programme 
selling, stall-holders, refreshments, bar, tug of war, duck 

race, etc.  The band in the evening was a great chance to 
just relax and enjoy the rest of the day, before packing it 
all up again on Sunday. 
 

Thank you to our sponsors, too – Mitchy Motors, Conway & Laker and 

Yuassa Batteries. 
 

SMRA now have another £1,700 in the bank and will 
shortly be putting in more swings, this time for older     
children, into the playing field.  We also hope to be install-

ing two more pieces of play equipment later in the year, as 
long essential repairs on the Village hall entrance porch do 

not prove to be too expensive.  New blinds are also needed 
in the    Village hall, but we are hopeful that after several 

years of profitable fetes, we may be able to pay for more items from 

our “wish list”. 
 
When the stall takings from all of the other village groups and organi-

sations are added to our fete figures, there is a total profit of well 
over £2,000. 

 
This is also a good time to publicly thank our noble team of voluntary 
grass-cutters for the playing field, many of whom have done it for 

years – Lionel Cave-Ayland, Alan Phillips, Gary Comley, Chris Maull, 
Simon Wright-Cooper and Stuart Tomlinson. 
 

If anyone else would like to join in with the planning 
for next year’s fete, or for early thoughts on a 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Street Party and celebra-
tions, please contact either Mary Case on 826038 or 
Jenny McEwen on 825312 (who both also cleaned and 

painted the inside of the bus shelter – it looks a great 
deal more inviting now).  There will be an initial 

meeting in the Carriers in early September.  
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Call -  01793 822122 or 07801 490489  

or email aswgardening@hotmail.co.uk 

              

              

              

   
  A S W Garden Company 

      Complete Gardening Care 

       

 • Lawn Mowing  • Planting & Soft Landscaping 

 • Regular Maintenance • Hedge Cutting 

 • Pruning • Summer tidy ups 
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Trenches & footings    
Concrete removal    

Root/stump removal 
Soil screening 

Drive and patio excavations 
Garden shaping/levelling/clearance 

Micro excavator – only 29 inches wide 
 

Mob: 07967 341567            Tel: 01793 848708 
www.earthmovingservices.co.uk 

Earthmoving Services 
For all your earthmoving needs 

CONWAY 

& LAKER 
 ESTATE AGENTS  

Are you thinking of selling your property? 

Do you want a professional Estate Agent specialising in Village 

 properties working with you to sell your property? 

If so please call us on:  01793 762200 

or email us at:  info@conwayandlaker.co.uk 

or come in and see us at:  32 High Street, Highworth 

www.conwayandlaker.co.uk 
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Useful Contacts: South Marston 
 

 http://southmarston.org.uk 
 

 Parish Council Chair   Neil Burchell   T  827009  

 Parish Council Vice Chair  Stuart Young   T  828775  

 Clerk to the Parish Council  Gemma Cheal  T  820529   

 SMRA Chair    Mary Case    T  826038  

 SMRA Secretary   Julie Hatherall   T  826028 

 Village Hall Bookings  Julie Hatherall  T  07857 310624  

 Football Field Bookings  Chris Maull   T  824505  

 Tots & Toddlers   Rachel Case   T  832719  

 Youth Club    Julie & Steve  T  07923 441296  

 Gardening Club   Mike New   T  827807 

 Friendly Club    Brian McGlone  T  826243 

 History Society   Darren Cook   T  832999 

 Marston Minstrels   Maureen Withers  T  825660 

 SM Football Club   Nigel Franklin  T  766590 

 Spitfires Football Club  Bev Maull   T  824505 
 

 South Marston School  Alison Lowe   T  823379 

 Pre–School    Pre-School Staff  T  07847 590601 

 Saplings Children’s Centre (All Sorts)    T  829996 

 Swindon Borough Councillor Doreen Dart   T  762033 

 Member of Parliament  Justin Tomlinson  T  522123 
 

 Team Rector           to be appointed     

 Team Vicar    Vicky Fleming  T  827021 

 Church Wardens   Richard Sansum  T  831473 

      Donald Page   T  825693 
 

 
 

Useful Contacts    Stanton Fitzwarren 
Some useful contact numbers for Stanton Fitzwarren are shown below,  

which our readers may find useful: 
 

           Clerk to the Parish Council  Zena May   T  702869 

          Village Hall Bookings             Alison Charnock  T  762093 
                             

          St Leonards Church Wardens Liz Hillman   T  762935 

       Sue Mackenzie   T  765538   
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