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Dear Friends, 
 
I have been watching with fascination as events in Egypt have 
been unfolding. Modern technology enabled the demonstrators 
to communicate easily with one another and, thanks to the 
same technology, the world was held spell bound as peaceful 
demonstrators of all ages, social classes, and differing faiths 
gathered, prayed and held their ground. They eventually got 
their main demand met. As I write the military are in charge and 
we all wait on tenterhooks to see what the final outcome will be. 
The impact of these events is creating ripples if not waves of 
reaction in neighbouring areas. It’s a volatile region and could 
become a cauldron of hate and power struggles or it could 
become a platform for peaceful coexistence.  
 
Democracy is infinitely preferable to dictatorship. We know 
though that democracy is not an easy route to follow. Will it 
deliver the heart’s desire of the demonstrators? Will it bring 
prosperity for all, will it bring peace, and security?  Even in this 
country, considered an ancient democracy, we constantly ask 
the question, ‘ Are the politicians delivering on their promises?’ 
 
The Kingdom of God is a Theocracy. God delivers on his 
promises. He is faithful.  He alone can bring life and life in all  
its fullness – prosperity – and he brings peace and security.  
 
God gives us the choice and does not impose himself on us like 
a dictator. He allows us to make our own choices, even when 
they are destructive. If we made the right choices then our 
world would be a different place. In March the season of Lent 
begins and we are invited to think about our choices and at 
Easter, towards the end of April, we shall be able to make our 
response to his great gift of love.  What route will we take? 
 
God Bless you 
Vicky Fleming 
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  Church News 

The next High Five service for children up to 5 years 
will be on 11th March at 10am in church. Please 
note the date. 
 

‘Craft Company’ 
Our ‘company’ is growing in number as we 
enjoy meeting with others of like mind and 
share ideas, inspire and encourage each other 
and enjoy a natter while doing our crafts. Please come and 
join us on  Wednesday 9th March 2–4pm at Dryden 
House. More details from Mary Cooper or Vicky Fleming. 

Guttering News!! 
At the side of the page you will see how well we are doing 
in our efforts to protect the village church and heritage. You 
will see we have increased our fund since the last 
magazine. We have a long way to go and we need your 
support so we are making available cardboard ’guttering’ 
tubes which we are asking you to fill with your loose change 
etc and return to us. These are available from Donald Page 
and Meeting Point. 

 
 

Stratton Team Ministry  
Lent Studies 2011 
 

This year we are joining with other Christians and with the 
Diocese in celebrating the 400th year of being able to read 
the Bible in our own language. As part of this we are going 
to study Matthew’s Gospel in Lent 
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An exciting church event for young 
families. Stories, songs, crafts, games  and 
food. Contact Donald Page on 825693  
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The Meeting Point 
Coffee morning with table top sales 

(Please book your table by 10th March: £5 for people who live in the 
village, £10 for those outside and free to village organisations ) 

 
 
 
12th March from 9.30 –12 noon  

In the Village Hall  
Refreshments provided by South Marston Church 
Those who come often remark about the enjoyment of sitting 
down with a neighbour they haven’t seen for a while with a 

cake in one hand and a coffee in the other.   

We look forward to seeing you 

As a corporate Lenten Spiritual Discipline, following the  
leadership of our  Bishops,  we are encouraging people to join 
with Anglicans in the Diocese to read Matthew’s Gospel during 
the 6 weeks of Lent. This is roughly a chapter each working day.  
  
Everyone is of course free to do this is their own way,  
whatever best suits your taste and pattern, but here is an outline 
programme that you may find helpful useful available in church. 
You will also find in church the Lent Study Programme. 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to come together and seek to 
grow in our relationship with God and each other. Please make 
this part of your journey through Lent. 
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South Marston Church is part of Stratton Team Ministry. The office is 

located at St. Margaret’s Centre, Kenwin Close, Stratton St. Margaret and 

it is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 8.30am to 

12 noon. Email: stmargaretsoffice@tiscali.co.uk or tel: 826505. 
 

If you would like to talk to a priest or book a Christening or Wedding 

please contact Rev Vicky Fleming on 827021 between 6 and 7pm any 

evening except Thursdays or Sundays. 
 

Members of the team:  

 Team Rector to be appointed 

 Team Vicar  Rev. Vicky Fleming  827021 

 Hon Curate Rev. Phil Ashby  759008 

 Asst. Priest Rev. George Fleming  827021 

 Asst. Priest Rev. Richard Burston  822403 

 Lay Minister Mrs Christine Burston  822403 

 Lay Minister Mr Dan Read  763016 

Church Office  

Church Services  
(at South Marston Church unless otherwise stated) 
 

 

6th March 11.00am  Family Service 
 

13th March   8.00am  Holy Communion 

   9.30am  Holy Communion 
 

20th March 10.00am  TEAM SERVICE    St Margaret’s  
 

27th March    8.00am Holy Communion 

   9.30am  Holy Communion     
 

3rd April 11.00am  Family Service 
 

10thApril   8.00am  Holy Communion 

   9.30am  Holy Communion 
 

17th April    9.30am  Morning Worship 
 

24th April   8.00am  Holy Communion 

   9.30am  Holy Communion 
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South Marston Parish Council News  

Tower & Tap Submissions - Please email items to 

kaylong@btinternet.com or drop any article in to The Maples, 

South Marston (next to the Vicarage).  The deadline for April 

2011 issue is 15 March 2011.   

Application to Register the Playing Field as a Village Green 
 

Approximately 30 villagers attended the meeting of the  
Parish Council  on Tuesday 15

th
 February to share views  

and ask the Parish Council questions during the open 10 
minutes. Later in the evening, the Parish Council voted  
not to oppose the application to register the playing field  
as a village green. 

 

Village Expansion 
 

0ver 30 people attended a meeting on  
7th February that considered the preliminary draft 
of Swindon's Core Strategy as it affects the village. 
 

Frustration was expressed that the promised Traffic Study and  
recommendations for the EDA being prepared by Swindon were not  
available. It was agreed to meet again once this was produced with the 
aim of preparing for a full village meeting. 
 

Parish Council Community Funding  
 

The Parish Council currently have limited funds available. Support may 
be given in certain circumstances for the village to seed community 
events and to help village groups to become established.  
 

If you are interested, please make requests in writing to the Parish  
Council and send to the Clerk, Gemma Cheal at 75 Stratton Road,  
Lower Stratton, Swindon SN1 2PN or email clerksmpc@aol.com 
 

For further information, please telephone the Clerk on: 01793 820529 

To keep informed of all the latest Parish Council news, including 

minutes of Parish Council meetings, please visit 

www.southmarston.org.uk and visit the ‘Parish Council’ section. 
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ILL WIND Update  
Honda/Ecotricity Wind Turbine Application 

Decision Deferred! 

The application went to 8th February Planning Committee.  An amazing turnout  

of well over 100 local residents attended what was a very noisy meeting with 
many people speaking against the application, including councillors.  

The outcome was that the planning committee voted for the application to  
be deferred.  The planning meeting where councillors will make their final  

decision is yet to be confirmed.  We want many more people to attend the 
 next planning meeting!  

WE WILL LET YOU KNOW THE NEW DATE 

Once again, we shall arrange for a coach to take people to the meeting. 

 You can still object to the application.  Please write to: 
  

Planning Department (Application No: S/10/1073) 
Swindon Borough Council  

Wat Tyler House 

Beckhampton St   

Swindon SN1 2JG or email: sbcdc@swindon.gov.uk 
  

Visit www.illwind.co.uk for latest news, information, etc.   

SMAWL  
On Saturday 5th March we plan to start work on marking out the path and laying 

some of the foundations at the conservation site. This will involve 

placing boards and pegs on the edge of the pathway and trying to 

empty some big bags of sub-base material from near the hedge 

(where the bags have been delivered). We need help placing the 

boards and pegs.  

We also need wheelbarrows for moving the sub base material as 

well as help loading and unloading them. The pond liner is also on site and we can 

start work on locating that into the ditch.  We also plan to generally get the site 

tidied up after the winter and build some new log piles.  

We also plan to have a working day on Saturday 19th March when hopefully there 

will be some planting to do. 

We usually work between 10am and 4pm, with a break for lunch.  If you can come 

along, please call Brian on 826243 of Barry 826697 to let us know 
 

SMAWL — South Marston Assisting Wildlife 
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Connect with your Parish Council! 
 

The Parish Council are  keen to explore additional communication 

channels for interaction with village residents.  As you know, the 

first 10 minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting is set aside 
for residents to voice any concerns they may have.  If you find this    

approach too formal, or simply don’t have time to attend the    
meetings, then why not come along to see us at the Meeting 

Point on 12th March, where we have booked a table. 
 

We will have several Parish Councillors there who will be very happy 

to listen, talk, explain what the PC does, or help with any issues you 
may have.  The Meeting Point is held from 9.30 to 12.00 in the     

Village Hall and we hope that this will become a popular way for   
villagers to communicate with us.  We look forward to seeing you! 

Your Parish Council 

The Carriers Arms 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Quiz Nights  
 10th March 
24th  March 
 & fortnightly  
  thereafter 

Check the website for other events:  www.menublackboard.com 
 

For more information call 822051 
The Carriers Arms Highworth Road, South Marston 

Try our Lunchtime Menu  
 £6.50 for 2 courses 

Available Monday to Friday  
 

Sunday Carvery  
12 noon til 2.30 pm 

Treat your Mum on 
Mother’s Day  

on Sunday, April 3  
Call for details & booking 
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STAGESTRUCK’S NEW SHOW - “RAISE YOUR VOICE” 

Talented performers from South Marston will be among the members of 

Stagestruck taking to the Wyvern Theatre Stage in May for their new 

show, “Raise your Voice”.   Once described as ‘Swindon’s best kept  

secret’, Stagestruck has been growing their audiences since 1999. 

Their annual variety shows at the Wyvern have proven to be firm  

favourites with their audiences and are an opportunity to enjoy  

good value family entertainment for all ages. 

A show not to be missed! 
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TOTS ‘n’ TODDLERS 
 

We are a Parent & Toddler group that meets up for 

 a play session, craft table, coffee and chat. 
 

           WEDNESDAY MORNINGS  (term time only)  

                              9.00am – 11.OOam  

                                  0 – 4 years    
   South Marston Village Hall 

 

For further details feel free to call in  

and see us at the group or contact us: 

                Rachel Case on 01793 832719  

               or Mary Case on 01793 826038 

                     or email: totsntoddlers@sky.com 

Struggling to get  
to work? 

 

If you or someone you know is over 16 
and cannot access a job because of 

transport  problems then the Wiltshire 
Wheels to Work scheme may be able 

to help. 
 

Wiltshire Wheels to Work is a scheme 
which provides 50cc scooters, rider 

training and equipment on a 
short-term, not-for-profit  

basis to local people who 
would otherwise be unable to 

access work or work-based 
learning in Wiltshire. 
 

The scheme is run by local communities’ 

charity Community First.   For more  
information about the Wheels to Work 

scheme please visit 

www.communityfirst.org.uk/Wheels-to-
work.htm or call (01380) 722475 and 

ask for  either Liam Tatton-Bennett or 
Sheila Martin. 
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Recent Events  
A talk and slide show, titled “200 miles + one black toenail” 
was given by Bob Browning on walking the costal path 
with a friend. The start being from St Bees on the west 

coast, through many scenic areas, and ending the journey 
at Robin Hood’s Bay on the east coast.   
 

Prior to the meeting some members went to the school for a two course 

meal at a very reasonable cost. All found it a very pleasant experience. 

Future Events  
 

Tuesday 8th March–Village Hall @ 2.00 pm. 

A demonstration and talk on curing meat by  
Jasper Aykroyd who will be cooking pork for us to sample. 
 

Tuesday 12th April. –Village Hall @ 2.00 pm. 
A talk will be given by Linda Warren on “The Wartime Kitchen” 
 

Tuesday 19th April.  

Our first outing this year will be to St Fagans, National History  
Museum, Cardiff. The coach will leave from outside the school at 9.0am 

and returning at approx 6.30pm.  

Friendly Club  

Refurbiz    
The Domestic Appliance Re-cycling Charity 

Refurbished appliances at affordable prices with warranty  
 

 Replacing your washing machine, dryer, fridge or electric cooker?   
Please donate your old machines to us so we can refurbish them  

for families in need.  

Wiltshire-wide collection and delivery service.  

Call us on (01380) 720200  

Or visit our showroom at Hopton Park, Devizes 

www.refurbiz.org  

Registered Charity Number 1107150 
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        at South Marston Primary School 
Children 0 to under 5yrs 

Expectant mums welcome 

Tuesdays 1.30 pm – 2.45 pm  (Term Time Only) 

Drop in, no need to book.   50p charge per family 

For further details please call  

Saplings Children’s Centre on 829996  

OUTREACH SAPLINGS CHILDRENS CENTRE - Come to an 
All Sorts  session where you Stay and Play with various activities, enjoy a 
healthy snack, sing songs and rhymes: 

Call -  01793 822122 or 07801 490489  

or email aswgardening@hotmail.co.uk 

              

              

              

   
  A S W Garden Company 

      
Complete Gardening Care 

       

 • Lawn Mowing  • Planting & Soft Landscaping 

 • Regular Maintenance • Hedge Cutting 

 • Pruning • Spring tidy ups 
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 South Marston C of E School News 

 

We have had a busy term here!  
 

The hot school meals are as popular as ever and we had some more 

tasting sessions this term where the pupils and parents were very 

impressed by Caroline the cook’s yummy and nutritious dishes.  

 
Class 4 have been busy continuing their maths link with Bishopstone Primary 

school. This term they had great fun problem solving together, measuring and 

working out dimensions in the outdoor environment in their village.  

 
Class 3 have also been busy continuing their community link with 

Oaktree Primary school, where they had a fantastic day based 

around the topic of India. Miss Clarke organised a number of   

exciting  activities for the day including clay pot making, dressing 

up and learning about tea planting.  A  number of parents from our village also 

really enjoyed taking part!  

 
Next term we have even more exciting events going on. The 

week beginning the 28th February is our book week where we 

will be inviting a religious storyteller in as well as having a num-

ber of parents share their love of reading with the children. 

 
There will also be a school disco for the children on April the 1st!  

Key stage times to be confirmed at a later date.  

 

South Marston Youth Club  

 For more details please contact Julie or Steve Hatherall, e-mail:  

hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk  tel:  07923 441 296.  March dates:  

DAY DATE VENUE 

Mon 14 & 28 March Village Hall 

Fri 11 & 25 March Village Hall 
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 South Marston Enterprise (SME) Group 

This small group of villagers has been meeting to talk about and 
share experiences of being in business for about 18 months. We 
come from a variety of backgrounds and our experience of being 
in business varies from a few months to several years; but we all 
have something to contribute. 

In 2010 the group members were able to share knowledge and 
skills on subjects as diverse as business processes, presenting 
your business and time management. It’s not a formal group  
– we meet in each other’s homes, chat and usually indulge in 
something good to eat and drink. 

We’d like to invite anyone with an interest in business or          
enterprise (you don’t have to run a business) to join us at our 
meetings, which take place on the first Thursday of each month. 
You don’t have to commit to every meeting and it costs nothing. 

Our February meeting coincided with the 
Chinese New Year so we took a look at 
China – its culture, its people, its economy 
and how business is done there—over a 
bowl of noodle soup and various other 
Chinese dishes. 

In March we will be turning our thoughts to        
Facebook and how it can be used to promote      
businesses, social enterprises and interest groups.   

We will meet at 7.30pm on Thursday 3rd March  
at 10 Rawlings Close 

If you’d like to come please call Hannah Jones  

on 01793 823035  

or e-mail her at hannah@bluekitecoach.com 
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Useful Contacts: South Marston 
 

 http://southmarston.org.uk 
 

 Parish Council Chair   Colin McEwen  T  825312 

 Parish Council Vice Chair  Stuart Young   T  828775  

 Clerk to the Parish Council  Gemma Cheal  T  820529   

 Parish Council Project Co-ord’r TBA     

 SMRA Chair    Mary Case    T  826038  

 SMRA Secretary   Julie Hatherall   T  826028 

 Village Hall Bookings  Julie Hatherall  T  07857 310624  

 Football Field Bookings  Chris Maull   T  824505  

 Tots & Toddlers   Rachel Case   T  832719  

 Youth Club    Julie & Steve  T  07923 441296  

 Gardening Club   Mike New   T  827807 

 Friendly Club    Brian McGlone  T  826243 

 History Society   Darren Cook   T  832999 

 Marston Minstrels   Maureen Withers  T  825660 

 SM Football Club   Nigel Franklin  T  766590 

 Spitfires Football Club  Bev Maull   T  824505 
 

 South Marston School  Alison Lowe   T  823379 

 Pre–School    Pre-School Staff  T  07847 590601 

 Saplings Children’s Centre (All Sorts)    T  829996 

 Swindon Borough Councillor Doreen Dart   T  762033 

 Member of Parliament  Justin Tomlinson  T  522123 
 

 Team Rector           to be appointed     

 Team Vicar    Vicky Fleming  T  827021 

 Church Wardens   Richard Sansum  T  831473 

      Donald Page   T  825693 
 

 
 

Useful Contacts    Stanton Fitzwarren 

Some useful contact numbers for Stanton Fitzwarren are shown below,  

which our readers may find useful: 
 

           Clerk to the Parish Council  Zena May   T  702869 

          Village Hall Bookings             Clare Brewster  T  763580 
                             

          St Leonards Church Wardens Liz Hillman   T  762935 

       Sue Mackenzie   T  765538   


