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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 
 
 

 1 
All Sorts 
SM School 
1.30 - 2.45 
 

 2 
Tots ‘n’ Toddlers  
9-11am  
Village Hall  
 

 

3 
South 
Marston 
Enterprise 
meeting 
7.30 

4 
Mixed Plastics 
Wheelie Bins  
Green Waste 
 

High Five 
Service 
10 am 

5 
Live Music 
Carriers 
Arms 

6 
 

 

7 
Village 
Expansion 
Meeting  
7.30 pm  
Village Hall 

8 
All Sorts 
SM School 
1.30 - 2.45 
 
Friendly Club 
2 pm Village 
Hall 

9 
Tots ‘n’ Toddlers  
9-11am  
Village Hall  
 

Craft Company 
2 pm  

10 
Quiz Night 
Carriers 
Arms 

11 
Youth Club 
6.30 pm Village 
Hall 
 
 

12 
Meeting 
Point  9.30-
12 Village 
Hall 
 

Saturday 
Scene 4 pm 
Village Hall 

13 
 
 

14 
Youth Club 
6.30 pm 
Village Hall 

15 
All Sorts 
SM School 
1.30 - 2.45 
 
Parish Council  
7.30 pm  

16 
Tots ‘n’ toddlers  
9-11am  
Village Hall  
 
 

 
  
 

17 18 
Mixed Plastics 
Wheelie Bins  
Green Waste 
 
 
 
 

19 
Conservation 
Site Working 
Day 

20 

21 
 

22 
 
 

 
 

23 
 

 

24 
Quiz Night 
Carriers 
Arms 

25 
Youth Club 
6.30 pm Village 
Hall 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Youth Club 
6.30 pm 
Village Hall 
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Dear Friends, 
 
When I wrote last month we were preparing to celebrate the 
wonderful gift of love given to us by God.  
 
Our God is good, gracious and generous. His blessing and 
mercies are new every morning his generosity knows no 
bounds. His heart’s desire is to have a relationship with us, and 
he desires only the best for us. Yes I know—I hear it often 
enough—”But if that is the case why is there suffering? Why 
can’t I have what I want? Why do people die?  
 
God did not make us puppets he gave us free will, he gives us 
the choice to acknowledge and love him, he gives us the choice 
as to how to live our lives. Many of our choices result in the 
suffering we see around us and on our television screen—the 
floods in Brazil caused for example by deforestation. And closer 
to home if we abuse our bodies, and our way of life is so far 
away from God’s example and what he made us to be then we 
have to own up and take responsibility for our actions,   
 
I can’t answer all the questions but I do know from my own 
experience and the shared experience of millions of Christians 
around the world that if we look to God there is hope but if we 
look to man alone we are doomed. If we say our lives are based 
on instinct like animals then there is no moral standard to live 
by and we are reaping the benefits of that choice now.  
 
Jesus Christ calls us to follow his example to be good, gracious 
and generous and if we made the choice to seek him out and 
receive in our hearts his gift of love then more and more people 
would experience life in all its fullness amid justice, peace and 
security.  
 
God Bless you 
Vicky Fleming 
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  Church News 

The Christmas Gift  
At Christmas we gave everyone in the village an 
opportunity to give a gift to the church towards the 
guttering fund.  I would like to thank you for your generosity 
the appeal raised £576.80 some of which was ‘gift aided’ and 
will eventually yield more from the taxman. Vicky Fleming 

 
The next High Five service for children up to 5 years 
will be on 4th February at 10am  
  
‘Craft Company’ 

It is so good to get together with others of like 
mind and share ideas, inspire and encourage 
each other and enjoy a natter while doing our 
crafts. Please come and join us on   Wednesday 9th 
February 2–4pm at Dryden House. More details from Mary 
Cooper or Vicky Fleming. 

Guttering News!! 

At the side of the page you will see how well we are doing in 
our efforts to protect the village church and heritage.  We have 
a long way to go and we need your support.  Last month I 
asked for help with fundraising ideas and someone to trawl the 
grant bodies that may help us. Unfortunately none has been 
forthcoming—perhaps now the Christmas season is over you 
would reconsider my appeal. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you.  
Vicky Fleming,   tel: 827021 

Saturday Scene  meets on the 12th 
February in the  Village Hall 4-5.15pm.   
An exciting church event for young 
families. Stories, songs, crafts, games  and 
food. Contact Donald Page on 825693  
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The Meeting Point 
Coffee morning with table top sales 

(Please book your table by 10th Feb: £5 for people who live in the 

village, £10 for those outside and free to village organisations ) 

 
 
 

12th February from 9.30 –12 noon  
In the Village Hall  

Refreshments provided by South Marston Church 
Those who come often remark about the enjoyment of sitting 
down with a neighbour they haven’t seen for a while with a 

cake in one hand and a coffee in the other.   

We look forward to seeing you 

Blessings from heaven in 2011 
 

At our Family Service on 2nd January we began our year 
of commitment to pray for every aspect of South Marston 
Village life every day. If you would like to join us in our 
commitment then there are cards in the church detailing 
our prayers and a sign-up sheet. It may be that you would 
like us to pray a special prayer for you in which case you 
can write these in the book provided but if you would like 
confidential prayer then please place your prayers in an 
envelope marked confidential and put it through the 
Vicarage letter box.  
 

God bless you, your homes and families  Amen 
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South Marston Church is part of Stratton Team Ministry. The office is 

located at St. Margaret’s Centre, Kenwin Close, Stratton St. Margaret and 

it is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 8.30am to 

12 noon. Email: stmargaretsoffice@tiscali.co.uk or tel: 826505. 
 

If you would like to talk to a priest or book a Christening or Wedding 

please contact Rev Vicky Fleming on 827021 between 6 and 7pm any 

evening except Thursdays or Sundays. 
 

Members of the team:  

 Team Rector to be appointed 

 Team Vicar  Rev. Vicky Fleming  827021 

 Hon Curate Rev. Phil Ashby  759008 

 Asst. Priest Rev. George Fleming  827021 

 Asst. Priest Rev. Richard Burston  822403 

 Lay Minister Mrs Christine Burston  822403 

 Lay Minister Mr Dan Read  763016 

Church Office  

Church Services  
(at South Marston Church unless otherwise stated) 
 

 

6th February 11.00am  Family Service 
 

13th February   8.00am  Holy Communion 

   9.30am  Holy Communion 
   

20th February 11.00am TEAM SERVICE     Coleview 
 

27th February   8.00am  Holy Communion 

   9.30am  Holy Communion 

 

6th March 11.00am  Family Service 
 

13th March   8.00am  Holy Communion 

   9.30am  Holy Communion 
 

20th March 10.00am  TEAM SERVICE    St Margaret’s  
 

27th March  8.00am Holy Communion 

 9.30am  Holy Communion     
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 VILLAGE GREEN APPLICATION 
 

I am happy to report that my application to register the South  
Marston recreation field as a Village Green has been received by  
Swindon Borough Council. 
 

As many of you know, the land was purchased by village residents for 
recreational use.  I have submitted the application in order to try and  
preserve it so that villagers may enjoy the land for recreational purposes 
now and in years to come.  As reported in the September 2010 Tower & 
Tap, attendees of the Village Development workshop had a clear  
preference for “retention of current recreational ground and its expansion 
in the village central area”.  Village Greens are protected by 19th century 
legislation making it unlawful to interfere with the right of local inhabitants 
to indulge in sports and pastimes there. 
 

The current recreational field meets the criteria for Village Green status in 
the aspect of being used for more than 20 years and is probably the only 
area in the village which could be preserved in this way.  Preservation of 
the land will not incur a charge to village residents.  The Open Spaces 
Society says “this will protect it from development for ever and preserve  
it for use by local people”. 
 

Thanks to all those who have supported the application.  Please feel free 
to call me on 820823 if you have any questions. 

 

Jill Little, South Marston 

The Carriers Arms 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Quiz Nights  

 10th February 
24th  February 

           and fortnightly  

         thereafter 

Live Music 

Saturday 5th February 
Locarno Beat -60‟s Live Band 

         Valentine’s Night 14th February 
Celebrate Valentine’s night on Saturday 
12th February and Monday 14th February 

Set menu 3 courses £34.95 for two 
With a free large glass of wine 

Call for details and booking 

For more information call 822051, or find us at www.menublackboard.com 
The Carriers Arms Highworth Road, South Marston 

http://www.menublackboard.com
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Village Expansion Review Meeting  

Villagers are invited to a meeting hosted by the 
Parish Council in the Village Hall at 7.30 on  

Monday 7th Feb. to preview two key 
documents prepared by Swindon Borough 
Council. 

1. The first draft of the draft  Core Strategy that is to be released for 
public consultation in March and how this impacts on the village. 
See the Cabinet briefing paper for the 19th Jan. at  

http://ww5.swindon.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListMeetings.aspx?
CommitteeId=285&J=1 

2. The long awaited Transport Report on the traffic impact and road 

plans for the Eastern Development Area, to include South Marston, 
expected to be available. 

3. We will also explain why we propose applying for the village  

expansion to become a Vanguard Scheme under the Localism 
agenda.  
See:  http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/

planningsystem/neighbourhoodplanningvanguards/ 

South Marston Parish Council News  

Village Allotments News 

The Parish Council have arranged for a South Marston 
based family run Landscaping company to start work on 6 

new allotments adjacent to the existing village allotments. 

Initial clearance work on the site will commence once 
ground conditions permit access to the site. 

It is the intention to hand over these six new allotments to 
the village residents on the waiting list by early spring. 

This will leave the waiting list for allotments with one village resident and 

six non-village residents. 

If you would like more information on village allotments or would like to 
be added to the waiting list please contact the Parish Clerk, Mrs Gemma 

Cheal on 01793 820529. 

http://ww5.swindon.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=285&J=1
http://ww5.swindon.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeId=285&J=1
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/neighbourhoodplanningvanguards/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/neighbourhoodplanningvanguards/
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Application to make the Playing Field a Village Green 

The Playing Field is owned by the Parish Council and managed on its 
behalf by the South Marston Residents Association to provide a play and 

recreation facility for  villagers, mainly funded by the local „precept‟ 
element of council tax paid by villagers. 

An application has been made to register the field as a „Village Green‟. 

This would, in particular, inhibit the expansion of the village school to 
accommodate the additional numbers that will come from the growth of 
the village being imposed by the revised Swindon Core Strategy.  

The Parish Council is committed to every village child being able to 
attend the village school and to villagers having maximum discretion in 
planning the expanded village to, for instance, improve the safety for 

pedestrians at Pound Corner. Therefore our current view is that we will 
oppose the designation. Villagers who have been involved in the planning 
meetings will know that any recreation land lost from the Playing Field 

will be made up elsewhere, with the field behind Bell Gardens currently 
being highlighted. 

If the application is successful then it could be set aside at a later date, 

but this process is expensive (the application fee is £4,900) and this plus 
legal costs this will fall to paid by village households through the precept.  

This will be an agenda item at the Parish Council meeting on the 15th 

Feb.. Supporters (and opponents) of the application are invited to come 

along to talk to us at 7.30 before we make a final decision. 

Gardening Club  
     
 
 

Recent Events 
 

On Tuesday 7th December George entertained us with his stories, humour 

and singing, which our members joined in with enthusiastically.  On    Monday 

10th January we held our Members Social Evening along with Ukebox Jury. 

This made our usual annual party go down a treat.  
 

Future Events 

On Monday 7th March at 7:30pm is our A.G.M. followed by one of Gloria’s 

interesting quizzes.  
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Recent Events  
 

December:  

We were pleased to be invited to attend the Warneford School 

concert on 7th December. It was well done and the children 
showed us a mixed range of talent with singing, instrument  
playing and dancing. A buffet was served and all those attending 

were given a Christmas card made by the children and a small gift.    

On 14th December we had our Christmas Lunch at the 
Kingsdown Inn followed by musical entertainment by Ken & 
Steve which was very enjoyable and made it great after-

noon entertainment. We held our Christmas raffle with good 
prizes on offer for members to choose from. The draw was 

made to pick the winner of the Swindon Town football, signed by all the team 

players. The winner was Jodie Turner, yellow ticket number 522. 

Then on 16th December we were entertained by the South Marston Primary 
School children. They put on a delightful show for us and the effort was most 

appreciated by all. Following the concert we were served refreshments by staff 
and helpers. Thanks to all who made the afternoon enjoyable for us.  

January:   

On 11th January our first event of the 2011 programme was a talk 
by Richard Gowshall on the topic “A day in the life of a Swindon 
vet”.  Richard presented a slide show and talked about the slides 

giving information on the work the practice does with funny stories 
and some hilarious comments people make when using incorrect 
words or misunderstanding the problem they are trying to convey.    

 

Future Events  
 

Tuesday 8th February–Village Hall @ 2.00 pm. 
A talk by Bob Browning on walking a long distance 
footpath, titled “200 miles + one black toenail” 
 
Tuesday 8th March–Village Hall @ 2.00 pm. 

A demonstration and talk on curing meat by  

Jasper Aykroyd who will be cooking pork  
for us to sample. 

Friendly Club  
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 South Marston Enterprise (SME) Group  

invites you to celebrate the New Year in February! 
This small group of villagers has been meeting to talk about and share experiences 
of being in business for about 18 months. We come from a variety of backgrounds 
and our experience of being in business varies from a few months to several years; 
but we all have something to contribute. 

In 2010 the group members were able to share knowledge and skills on subjects 
as diverse as business processes, presenting your business and time management. 
It’s not a formal group – we meet in each other’s homes, chat and usually indulge 
in something good to eat and drink. 

We’d like to invite anyone with an interest in business or enterprise (you don’t 
have to run a business) to join us at our meetings, which take place on the first 
Thursday of each month. You don’t have to commit to every meeting and it costs 
nothing. 

Our February meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 3rd February   coincides with 
the Chinese New Year so we will be discussing and learning about China – its  
culture, its people, its economy and how business is done there—over a bowl of 
noodle soup and various other Chinese dishes. 

If you’d like to come please call Hannah Jones on 823035  

or e-mail hannah@bluekitecoach.com 

 

100 CLUB WINNERS  
 

December 2010   
 

£100 Winner  – 17  D Bickleigh 

£10 – 68  Liz Sansum 

£10 – 108  Claire Williams 

£10 – 6  Mandy Hancock 

£10 – 41  P Withers 

 
January 2011  
 

£10 – 16  R Lewis  

£10 – 118  Mitchy Motors 

£10 – 3  S Bickley 

£10 – 7 1 Lazenbury 
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Tower & Tap Submissions - Please email items to 
kaylong@btinternet.com or drop any article in to The Maples,  
South Marston (next to the Vicarage).   
The deadline for March 2011 issue is 15 February 2011.   

SMAWL - Conservation Site 
The Conservation site on the Highworth road is now in its final stage 

of clearance. We still have some final jobs to do before we can start 

to lay the foundations for the pathway on the site. We will need help 

from our village volunteers to move a large amount of gravel from 

one ton bags onto the pathway as well as working on the removal of a large 

amount of tree branches and larger trunk logs for use on the site. 

Work is also underway to prepare the planting layout for the site as well as 

preparing the locations for the two bridges, hides and out door teaching area. 

The SMAWL group is also putting together our applications for Grant funding 

to help us raise the additional funds we require to purchase the many items 

we need in order to complete this years planned work. 

In order to establish a regular working routine for 2011 we have put together 

a list of Volunteer working dates for the year. 

These will be on the 3rd Saturday of each month and commence at 10am and 

finish at 4pm. As usual there will be a morning break for refreshments and a 

break for lunch. Every one is welcome to join us for the day and a part of the 

day. A great way to get out doors with the family and help to build something 

that all the village residents will be able to enjoy.  Volunteer Saturday Work-

ing dates 
 

February 19th July 16th    

March 19th August 20th    

April 16th September 17th 

May 21st October 15th 

June 18th    November 19th 

If you have any questions about these days or would like to know more about 

our group please contact  Brian McGlone 826243 or Barry Thunder 826697. 
 

 

 

SMAWL — South Marston Assisting Wildlife 

mailto:kaylong@btinternet.com


                                   http://southmarston.org.uk  15 

 

 

We are a Parent & Toddler group that meets up for 

 a play session, craft table, coffee and chat. 
 

           WEDNESDAY MORNINGS  (term time only)  

                              9.00am – 11.OOam  

                                  0 – 4 years    
   South Marston Village Hall 

 

For further details feel free to call in  

and see us at the group or contact us: 

                Rachel Case on 01793 832719  

               or Mary Case on 01793 826038 

                     or email: totsntoddlers@sky.com 
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 South Marston C of E School News 

Happy New Year from everyone at  

South Marston C of E Primary School! 
 

All the classes are enjoying their new topics of Jungle Time, India, 

The Jolly Pocket Postman and Space Race! 
 

This term we also all looked forward to a Learn to Learn day 

on Thursday 17th January which involved linking Technology 

with Science. All the children in the school will be involved in 

designing, making and testing a vehicle of some kind ready for a  

competition. We look forward to seeing their wonderful creations!   

PILATES CLASSES 
"Pilates brings mind and body together, 
focusing strongly on total concentration, 

balance, precision and breathing.  
The slow controlled flowing movements 

primarily strengthen the "core" muscles that 
stabilize and support the spine,  

realign the body and help correct  
postural problems"  

Adult Pilates class 
 

Venue: South Marston C of E School 
Date:  Tuesday 8th March for five weeks 
Time:  2.00pm - 3.00pm 
Cost:  £4.00 per session 
Dress:  Loose comfortable clothing 

 
 

To book call Extended Services on 837152 
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        at South Marston Primary School 
Children 0 to under 5yrs 

Expectant mums welcome 

Tuesdays 1.30 pm – 2.45 pm  (Term Time Only) 

Drop in, no need to book.   50p charge per family 

For further details please call  

Saplings Children’s Centre on 829996  

OUTREACH SAPLINGS CHILDRENS CENTRE - Come to an All Sorts  
session where you Stay and Play with various activities, enjoy a healthy 
snack, sing songs and rhymes: 
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South Marston Youth Club  

 For more details please contact Julie or Steve 

Hatherall, e-mail:  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk   

tel:  07923 441 296.  February dates:  

DAY DATE VENUE 

Mon 14 & 28 February Village Hall 

Fri 11 & 25 February Village Hall 

mailto:hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk
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Useful Contacts: South Marston 
 

 http://southmarston.org.uk 
 

 Parish Council Chair   Colin McEwen  T  825312 

 Parish Council Vice Chair  Stuart Young   T  828775  

 Clerk to the Parish Council  Gemma Cheal  T  820529   

 Parish Council Project Co-ord’r TBA     

 SMRA Chair    Mary Case    T  826038  

 SMRA Secretary   Julie Hatherall   T  826028 

 Village Hall Bookings  Julie Hatherall  T  07857 310624  

 Football Field Bookings  Chris Maull   T  824505  

 Tots & Toddlers   Rachel Case   T  832719  

 Youth Club    Julie & Steve  T  07923 441296  

 Gardening Club   Mike New   T  827807 

 Friendly Club    Brian McGlone  T  826243 

 History Society   Darren Cook   T  832999 

 Marston Minstrels   Maureen Withers  T  825660 

 SM Football Club   Nigel Franklin  T  766590 

 Spitfires Football Club  Bev Maull   T  824505 
 

 South Marston School  Alison Lowe   T  823379 

 Pre–School    Pre-School Staff  T  07847 590601 

 Saplings Children’s Centre (All Sorts)    T  829996 

 Swindon Borough Councillor Doreen Dart   T  762033 

 Member of Parliament  Justin Tomlinson  T  522123 
 

 Team Rector           to be appointed     

 Team Vicar    Vicky Fleming  T  827021 

 Church Wardens   Richard Sansum  T  831473 

      Donald Page   T  825693 
 
 

 

Useful Contacts    Stanton Fitzwarren 
Some useful contact numbers for Stanton Fitzwarren are shown below,  

which our readers may find useful: 
 

           Clerk to the Parish Council  Zena May   T  702869 

          WI President    Margaret Parker  T  762065  

          Village Hall Bookings             Alison Charnock  T  762093 
                             

          St Leonards Church Wardens Liz Hillman   T  762935 

http://southmarston.org.uk

