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Village Development Workshop 

 

7-30pm, 15 September 2010, South Marston Hotel 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

Aim 

 

For the village community to build on earlier workshops with the objective of: 

 

• Setting priorities for the development of the village in terms of the community 

facilities that the village would wish to see incorporated into the development 

plan. 

 

Agenda 

 

7:30 – Welcome.  

 

Review of current position and outcomes of last workshop. 

Discussion of piecemeal v integrated development. 

 

 

7:45 – Workshop briefing. 

 

7:50 – Village design, facilities and infrastructure preferences. 

 

 

8:20 – Wall chart exercise: building design and ‘test the temperature’ exercise on 

piecemeal or long term options 

 

 

8:30 – plenary report – How much agreement overall on each topic theme?  

 

8:40 – Split into table groups for topic discussion. 

 

9:10 – Groups report back to plenary. 

9:30 : Repeat of the ‘test the temperature’ exercise on short/long term options  

9:40 – Summary and next steps. 



WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN AGREED BY THE VILLAGE: 
 

 

Where to build housing 

• As much of the Thornhill Industrial Estate as possible 

• Alongside Vicarage Road, south of the Country Club 

• Between Manor Cottages and Church Ground 
 

 

Where not to build  

• A central open area, extending the current recreation field behind Bell Gardens 

• Keep the open green wedge from the central area to the south 

• Protect the boundary south of Nightingale Lane, behind Manor Cottages 

• Protect the drainage route from the back of Manor Park to Manor cottages 

• Protect the flood area opposite the Carpenters Arms 

• The areas of valuable archaeology between Priory Farm and the flood area 

opposite the Carpenters Arms 

• Anywhere that impedes the development of off-road foopaths/cycleways 

within and across the village or from the centre of the village to Gablecross. 

 

Roads and access 

• Road junctions at the Carpenters Arms and Gablecross will need to be 

upgraded with roundabouts/traffic lights 

• Pound Corner has to be improved 

• Footways on Thornhill Road need to be joined up with the Keypoint bridleway 

• No east/west road across the village area should be designed to take through 

traffic to the planned ‘Rowborough’ development. 

 

Still to be decided: 

• How much housing is developed south of the Country Club 

• How far the housing area extends south of Thornhill Industrial Estate 

• Whether additional housing areas are created which constrain the width of the 

‘green wedge’ 

• How large an area is needed in the central area of the village to accommodate 

community facilities and what should be located there. 
 



WHAT IS STILL UNKNOWN 
 

• How many of the owners of land in Thornhill Industrial Estate will agree to 

allocate their land for housing development in the SPD 

 

• How Swindon Borough will organise and calculate the ‘infrastructure payments’ 

that will finance the community facilities and the transfer of any land to the 

community  

 

• How much the developers of housing in South Marston will have to pay towards 

the external road improvements, for instance at Gablecross, A419 and the White 

Hart 

 

• What the anticipated traffic flows are on the three main roads, through a 

combination of internally generated jouirneys and through traffic 

 

• What the village believes it is essential or desirable to provide in the way of 

design, facilities and services  

 

• Where community facilities of various kinds should be located 

 

• How much these will cost, and how much land the developers could offer in 

transferring land to the village to protect it from further development. 

 

 

 

Without this information, it is impossible to finalise a position on overall housing 

numbers and the extent of housing areas within the vision of the village. 

 

 

 

This event is intended to seek village views on some of the factors upon 

which we can decide ourselves, so we can argue for them to be included 

in the Supplementary Planning Document for South Marston. 

 

Where you are asked to use stickers, you do not have to put them in every box.  

Each person at the table should put a sticker only where they wish to register 

their view, but please put only one sticker per person in each box.



GREEN (AGREE) DESIGN  RED (DISAGREE) 

 
 

High speed internet connection across 

the village is essential 

 

 

Mains sewerage for all new dwellings is 

essential, with existing septic tanks 

connected up where possible 

 

All new dwellings should be as eco-

friendly as possible 

 

The current village hall frontage should 

be retained, but converted to housing or 

other community use 

 

Affordable housing for local people 

(shared ownership or for rent) should be 

dispersed amongst new developments, 

not isolated to a particular area 

 

There should be some housing designed 

for elderly people, for both ownership 

and rent, some with warden support 

 

Some housing should be designed as 

live/work units (ie have additional office 

space for home-working) 

 

Superior flats could be developed at 

Thornhill to echo the wartime ‘hangar’ 

heritage and reduce overall land take  



SHOPPING  
 

(Choose either 1, 2 or 3, using a GREEN sticker): 

1. There is no need for a local convenience store in 

the village 
 

 

 

2. We need a local convenience store (e.g.Tesco 

Local) in the centre of the village  

 

3. A community shop attached to the community 

hall would be best, because it could provide 

additional local services.   

Use a BLUE sticker to indicate what services you 

(or others you know) would use in a community 

shop, if we have one. 

• Business support services (photocopying, printing, 

IT)  

• Post office delivery/collection service (eg for 

parcels) 

• Pharmacy collection point 

• Selling or buying locally grown food 

(Use a post-it to add a service that would be useful)



HALL FACILITIES 

 

A well designed community hall would need both a small meeting 

room and large hall, a kitchen suitable for mass catering, toilets & 

changing rooms and adequate storage space.  It is assumed that 

dedicated space would be available within the school or hall for a 

pre-school and an IT suite. 

 

Use stickers to indicate the additional facilities to include within 

the community hall: (BLUE is essential, YELLOW is desirable) 

 

BLUE YELLOW 

A ‘consultation room’ for visiting 

practitioner services such as 

chiropodist, baby clinic, district 

nurse 

 

 

Dedicated space for youth (10-16) 

activities 

 

 

The main hall should be suitable for 

indoor sports (eg basketball) 

 

 

The main hall should be suitable for 

shows, dances and events (ie have a 

stage, lighting and sound equipment) 

 

What else do you think is essential or desirable? (use a post-it with 

a blue or yellow sticker on it) 
 



OPEN SPACE FACILITIES 
 

The new community hall and facilities such as a shop will be in the centre.  

It will include a play area and recreational space, to be used both for both 

school sports (football pitch) and community activities.  Current facilities 

could either remain as they are, or be re-located or upgraded. 

 

The following are also possible: more allotments, community orchard, 

full-size football pitch for hire and cricket pitch.  Each of these could be 

located either on a separate site to the south of the village, but may then 

need buildings as well (such as car park & changing rooms) if they are to 

gain income to support their upkeep. 
 

 

Use a BLUE sticker to indicate a something you would like to see in the 

village and where you think it should be located: 
 

Central area South of the village 

 

Football pitch  

(non school use) 

 

 

Cricket pitch 

 

 

More allotments 

 

 

Community orchard 
 

 

What else could be included (use a post-it, but also note whether it 

should be inside or outside the village. 



 

GETTING AROUND 
 

 

Use a GREEN sticker if you agree, or a RED sticker if you disagree 

with each of the following statements: 

 

 

GREEN RED 
 

A daytime bus service (7am – 7pm) 

through the centre of the village is 

essential 
 

 

 

 

Separate footways should be 

provided on all roads within the 

built up area 

 

 

 

Dedicated public footpaths and 

cycleways, criss-crossing the 

village, are essential 
 

 

 

A safe, off-road footpath/cycleway 

between the centre of the village 

and Gablecross is essential 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



COPING WITH TRAFFIC INTO THE FUTURE 

 
Use a GREEN sticker if you agree and a RED sticker if you disagree 

with each of the following statements: 

 

 

GREEN RED 
 

The speed of the traffic through 

the village is more of a problem 

than the volume of traffic 
 

 

 

 

Speed control is essential, even if it 

means chicanes, queues at traffic 

lights or other calming measures 

 

 

 

If the roads were wide enough for 

wide footways, the volume of 

traffic would not be so important 
 

 

 

 

If there were safe crossing places 

between roadside footways in the 

village, the volume of the traffic 

would not be so important 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Design

High speed internet connection 

across the village is essential.

Main sewerage for all new 

dwellings is essential, with 

existing properties with septic 

tanks connected up where 

possible. 

All new dwellings should be as 

eco-friendly as possible.
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1. Design

The current village hall frontage 

should be retained, but 

converted to housing or other 

community use.

Pre-fab school building to be 

demolished, with main school 

building used for older people’s 

day centre etc.  New school to 

be constructed next to 

community centre.

Affordable housing for local 

people (shared ownership or for 

rent) should be dispersed 

amongst new developments, not 

isolated to a particular area.
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1. Design

There should be some housing 

designed for elderly people, for 

both ownership and rent, some 

with warden support.
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Some housing should be 

designed as live/work units (ie 

having additional office space for 

home-working).

Superior flats could be 

developed at Thornhill to echo 

the wartime ‘hanger’ heritage 

and reduce overall land take.
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2. Shopping

There is no need for a local 

convenience store in the village.

We need a local convenience 

store (eg Tesco Local) in the 

centre of the village.

A community shop (see below) 

attached to the community hall 

would be best, because it could 

provide additional local services.
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2. Shopping

Business support services 

(photocopying, printing, IT)

Post Office delivery/collection 

service (eg for parcels)

Pharmacy collection point.
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2. Shopping

Selling or buying locally grown 

food
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3. Hall Facilities

A ‘consultation room’ for visiting 

practitioner services such as 

chiropodist, baby clinic, district 

nurse.

Dedicated space for youth (10-

16) activities.

The main hall should be suitable 

for indoor sports (eg basketball, 

badminton).
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3. Hall Facilities

The main hall should be suitable 

for shows, dances and events (ie 

have a stage, lighting and sound 

equipment)
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4. Open Space Facilities

Football pitch (non school use)

Cricket pitch

More allotments
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4. Open Space Facilities

Community orchard
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5. Getting Around

A daytime bus service (7am-

7pm) through the centre of the 

village is essential.

Separate footways should be 

provided on all roads within the 

built up area.

Dedicated public footpaths and 

cycleways, criss-crossing the 

village, are essential.

37

7

AGREE DISAGREE

25

17

AGREE DISAGREE

26

13

AGREE DISAGREE



5. Getting Around

A safe, off-road 

footpath/cycleway between the 

centre of the village and 

Gablecross is essential.
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6. Coping with traffic into the future

The speed of the traffic through 

the village is more of a problem 

than the volume of traffic.

Speed control is essential, even 

if it means chicanes, queues at 

traffic lights or other calming 

measures.

If the roads were wide enough 

for wide footways, the volume of 

traffic would not be so important.
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6. Coping with traffic into the future

If there were safe crossing 

places between roadside 

footways in the village, the 

volume of the traffic would not 

be so important. 
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ADDITIONAL INDIVIDUAL COMMENTS 

 

The following additional comments were appended to the various village development 

sheets by individual residents attending the workshop 

 

1. DESIGN 

  

 Could depend on locations of facilities. 

 

 We do not want a new village hall.  

 

We do not agree with the proposed scale of the development due to the impact it 

will have on the character and community of the village. 

 

Whilst it would be good to have these facilities they need to be prioritized and we 

would not want the ‘wish list’ to drive the design of the village.  It is fully appreciated 

that many of the facilities suggested would require a substantial number of houses 

to be built to support them and given the choice many residents would not consider 

them a priority and would happily sacrifice them for fewer houses. 

 

2. SHOPPING 

 

 Medical centre, charity outlets, part-time library. 

 

4. OPEN SPACE FACILITIES 

 

Basketball court, hard standing court, Tennis court. 

 

If the development proceeds and South Marston does have an active say, we would 

favour a plan where the current recreational grounds are increased in size with open 

space preserved to the south of Bell Gardens and Yew Tree Close 

 

6. COPING WITH TRAFFIC INTO THE FUTURE 

 

 Impact of pollution, noise, quality of life. 

 

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY PREFERENCES 

  

                     PIECEMEAL.                                    INTEGRATED. 

    

                       12                            21 

 10 



BUILDING DESIGN SUGGESTIONS, COURTESY OF 

DARREN COOK. 

 
 

DESIGNING HOUSES TO REFLECT SOUTH MARSTON’S BUILDING HERITAGE. 

               Agree    Disagree 

South Marston’s traditional farm buildings also suggest designs.           2 

 

New housing should respect the appearance, scale and materials 

traditionally used in South Marston but should not copy them.           3 

   

A PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE AGREED.       15 

 

LONGLEAZE FARMHOUSE  (wattle and daub panels replaced by brick).          2 

 

HOUSING CLUSTER. 

 

(fronting a green lane road and parking confined to one side.)                        1 

 

HANHAM HALL.  (Community Lane. )               3               9 

 

MODERN TERRACE (with timber-framing and paneling).             3             14 

 

KEVIN MCCLOUD’S MODERN TERRACES. 

 

(Inspired by Swindon’s Railway Village.)               9               4 

 

MODERN TERRACE. (with split rooflines and render).             5               5 

 

ACCORDIA (CAMBRIDGE) 

 

(community lane with kitchen garden of fruit trees and herbs).            3               9 

 

HANHAM HALLS ECO HOUSES. 

 

(Use traditional materials, timber frames and paneling.)             2              11 

 

MEDIEVAL MARKET HALLS (resemble cattle sheds).              8               4 

 

CATTLE SHED  (house frontage creates  covered walkway.)             5             13 

 

CATTLE SHED CARPORT.                            13              1 

 

WWII HANGARS  (Rebuilt as flats).                 8            15 

 

 


