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SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 18 th May 2010 
in the Village Hall.  

 
PRESENT:   Mr C McEwen (Chair) Mr S Young( Vice Chair) 

     Mr B McGlone Mrs S Brown 
     Mr K Millard   Mrs R Taylor  
     Mr M Phillips  Mr N Burchell 
     Mr B Thunder  Mr. R Powell (Clerk)    
      
     Borough Councillor D Dart 
 

No members of the public 
 

060/10 APOLOGIES:   None 
  
061/10 OPEN 10 Minutes  Nothing Raised 
 
062/10 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - Mrs S Brown item 067/10. The 

Council’s new insurer AON Ltd, sponsors some ACRE projects. Mrs Brown 
is the Chief Executive  of ACRE 

 
063/10 TO APPROVE AS CORRECT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

HELD ON 20 th April 2010 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 
27th April 2010 

 
The minutes of both meetings  were approved and signed  

 
064/10 CLERKS REPORT & MATTERS OUTSTANDING 
 

1. Planning Decisions 
 

None 
 
Priars Farley refusal of planning permission – A letter was sent to the 
applicant together with a copy of our response to the application (see 
Correspondence). This clearly shows that we did not object to the 
application and it is understood that the applicant will be taking this up 
with the planners. A note was also sent to the Planning Officer 
expressing our dissatisfaction that our views had been misrepresented 
and seeking an explanation. 
 

1. Resignation of Clerk 
 

The Clerk has tendered his resignation to the Chairman (see attached 
letter). A new Clerk needs to be recruited and an agreed  
advertisement is attached. It was agreed  that the advertisement should 
be placed in the following:- 
 
Stratton Outlook; Tower & Tap; Village website; WALC Newsletter; 
the Borough’s Governor’s Support Newsletter; The Highworth Link; the 
Job centre; and as a last resort the Swindon Advertiser. Neil Burchell 
agreed to advise on possible internet sites for the advert.   
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2.  Bus Stop Roof 
 

An estimate of £660 has been received from Ashley Roofing for:- 
 
Removing front tiles; Removing existing battens; Fitting felt 
Fitting new battens; Fitting new tiles 
Replacing missing tiles on rear roof with sound tiles removed from front 
Replacing fibre board angled facing with marine ply 
 
This will be a thorough job but is more than is absolutely needed to 
make the roof safe. A more basic job just replacing the broken tiles 
would cost £350. 
 
It was agreed to go for the complete job at £660 to avoid having to the 
repeat the exercise in a few year’s time. Mr  Burchell had reservations 
about spending so much money on this project.  
 

3. Booking of Hotel 
 

The hotel has been booked for the evening of Wednesday 26th May for 
the Village Expansion  workshop at a cost of £247.50 which included 
tea/coffee and biscuits 
 

4. Allotments 
 

The quotations for preparing 6 additional allotment plots were :- 
 

Mr Hinton of Wanborough 
 
For scraping top surface of ground and depositing spoil at back of land      
£500  
 
Mr Forty of Shrivenham 
 
For same scope of work as above £300 
For spraying to kill off roots  £100 
For deep rotovating of scraped ground £200 
 
The Council were concerned about collateral damage from spraying 
with strong weed killer and the whether ploughing would be better than 
rotovating. Clerk to enquire. 

 
5. Parish Boundary Change 

 
Letters (see attached) and a marked up map showing the proposed 
change to the Parish Boundary have been sent to Stanton Fitzwarren, 
Stratton and Covingham Parish Councils for comment 

 
6. Transport Study 

 
The Borough’s transport study for the village had now been released. It 
was agreed that this should be put on the website 
 

7. Matters Outstanding Register 
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• Traffic Management –  The Transport Report for the village has now 

been released and will put on the website  
• Keypoint – Clerk to check condition of pond 
• Thornhill Rd Industrial Site – We are still waiting to clarify ownership of 

the verges. The possibility of a screen fence was discussed Councillors 
felt it would not be appropriate to spend a lot of money to screen the 
site if in the near future they were to be developed. Clerk to find out if 
there was S106 money available from the proposed development 
adjacent to St Michaels. Residents in Ash Gardens were being 
disturbed by noise during the night coming from Isotron.  

 
065/10 CORRESPONDENCE   

 
• Church Ground Field Horse issue. – Borough Rights of Way Officer’s 

solution noted 
• Stronger Communities Forum – Noted , no action 
• HUB services – Noted 
• Conservation Area  Meeting Notice –  Meeting planned for 12th May. 

B Thunder acting Chair 
• WALC Newsletter- The Travellers Site notice only applied to Wiltshire. 

Clerk to investigate link to guide on allotments 
• Steve Hallat Letter & Chairman’s response concernin g noise from 

site-  Noted. Clerk to confirm with D Marner whether the issue is visual 
impact, noise or lights? 

• Operation Liberal Initiative (Police)  – Noted 
• Voluntary Action Swindon Gateway Project - noted 
• Letter from Insurers AON noted  – Noted 
• Letter Concerning re -routing of Footpath 9  – No problems with new 

route through SM Park Industrial Estate. 
• Allotment Issue – Note to be sent to Mrs Messenger that plot needed 

to be in good order by end of May otherwise tenancy would be 
terminated. In future all plots to be inspected in May & November 

• Bobby Van Letter - Noted 
 
066/10 PLANNING 
 

S/10/0555 – Erection of a two storey side extension at 19 Church Ground    
South Marston 

 
No objections raised but any external security lights should positioned 
such that there was no light pollution in fields at the rear of the property. 

 
067/10 AGREE RENEWAL OF INSURANCE POLICY 

 
The Council’s insurer had transferred from Allianz Insurance to Aon  as 
part of the company’s restructuring. The annual premium had increased 
from £1343.05 to £1439.93 for the same coverage of risk. The payment of 
this premium was agreed unanimously. 
 

068/10 APPROVE ANNUAL RETURN 
 

The Annual Return was discussed, approved and signed. 
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069/10 WOODLAND TRUST ACCESS TO NATURE PROJECT 
 
A note had been received from the Woodland Trust requesting support for 
their bid for “Access to Nature” funding for the footpaths scheme in 
Stanton Park. Councillors felt that this was a good scheme and the Clerk 
would write to the Trust supporting their bid and stating that the Council 
hoped to develop its own paths & bridleways to improve access to the 
park. 
 

070/10  HACKNEY CARRIAGE SPECIFICATION CONSULTATION  
 

The Borough was reviewing its policy concerning the enforcing of the 
specification for Hackney Carriage Vehicles. They were consulting 
individuals and communities on their views. Replies were required by 31st 
July.  This would be dealt with at the June meeting 
 

071/10 FLOODING INN THE VILLAGE 
 
No new information or activities 
 

072/10  EDA/VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 
 

NEWMasterplanning was meeting with the planners and the Borough 
Transport team on the 26th May to discuss progress and timescales for the 
Village SPD. They  were also preparing for the workshops in the village for 
26th & 27th May. A developer had asked to attend a workshop but had 
been told that it would not be appropriate at this time.   

 
073/10 REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES & REPRESENTATIV ES ON 

OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

Mr McGlone reported that footpath 6 was badly overgrown and a style had 
been moved. The Borough Rights of Way Officer was dealing with this 
issue and intended to contact landowners/farmers in the area concerning 
the growing of rape seed over the paths.  
 
Mr McGlone reported that a competition to name and suggest a layout for 
the conservation site had been launched. Two evening sessions were 
planned with volunteers to carry on with the work. Honda was being helpful 
with boundary issues. 
 
It was agreed that the June Parish Council meeting would start at 7.0pm at 
the St Julians Close woodland Site so that all Councillors could see what 
had been done and what was planned to be done. It was agreed that the 
Parish Council would fund the purchase of 1litre of Roundup to tackle the 
pernicious weeds at the Highworth Road Conservation site  
 
Mr Burchell handed out ideas/issues concerning  the village emergency 
plan that had been prepared by himself and Mr Millard. The concept of a 
“message in a bottle” kept in a fridge detailing the medicines used by an 
elderly resident was discussed. 
 
Mr Young reported that the novel “ Dandelion” which featured South 
Marston was available from Amazon. 
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He also reported that SMRA needed to replace the  shower thermostat in 
the changing rooms and to top up the drainage slits on the playing field. 
He anticipated a total spend of about £3K. 
 

074/10 MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY OR WITH THE CONSE NT OF 
THE CHAIR 

 
Mrs Brown reported that the Defra report that included the South Marston 
Flood alleviation study had been published. 
 

075/10  FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND CHEQUES FOR APPROVA L & 
SIGNATURE 

 
 Bank Accounts as at 30th April 2010 
 
     High Interest account   70275.68 
     Current Account     1073.57 
 
                Total  71,349.25 
 
NB. Half Year Precept of £9,300    received 
 
 
 2.  Cheques for Approval and Signature 
 
Cheque 
 
1494 Mr R Powell (salary for April less PAYE )…...……………….285.41 
1495  Mr R Powell (expenses for May )…………………………...…23.31 
1496 Stratton St Margaret PC (dog bins 5/4 -26/4)………………… 90.08 
1497 Stratton Garden Contractors (Grass cutting in April)…………318.00 
1498 Voluntary Action Swindon (photocopying  V Development)….175.45 
1499 AON (Annual Insurance premium)……………………………1439.93 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The chairman closed the meeting at 22.20 


