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SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 Minutes of the meeting held on the 20th April 2010 
in the Village Hall.  

 
PRESENT:   Mr C McEwen (Chair)  Mr B McGlone 

     Mrs S Brown Mr N Burchell 
     Mr K Millard Mr S Young 
     Mr R Powell (Clerk 
      
     Borough Councillor Mrs D Dart 
     Parish Councillors elect : Mrs R Taylor; Mr M Phillips; 

   Mr B Thunder 
 
No members of the public 
 

.045/10 APOLOGIES:  None.  
 

046/10 OPEN 10 Minutes   Nothing Raised 
 
047/10 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - Nothing Declared 
 
048/10 TO APPROVE AS CORRECT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

HELD ON 16th March 2010  
 

The minutes  were approved and signed  
 
 
049/10 CLERKS REPORT & MATTERS OUTSTANDING 
 

 Planning Decisions 
 

S/10/0121 –Change of use of outbuilding to a granny annexe and 
erection of a single storey rear extension at Church Farm House  
Church Farm Lane South Marston 
 
GRANTED  - Standard conditions plus the following summarised 
conditions:- 

• Prior to commencement of works, full details of doors, windows 
and their casements including materials and finishes shall have 
first been approved by the LPA. The development shall be 
carried out in strict accordance with the approved details. 

• Prior to commencement of works, full details of proposed 
rainwater goods shall first have been approved by the LPA. The 
development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the 
approved details. 

• The development shall not be occupied at any time other than 
for purposes ancillary to the residential use of the host main 
dwelling house, Church Farm House and not as an independent 
residential unit. 

• no additional windows shall be formed in the elevations of roof 
slopes of the building for which permission is granted.  
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S/09/2328–Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 1no. 
dwelling, detached garage and associated works at Priors Farley 
Farmhouse, Rowborough Lane South Marston 
 
REFUSED - The proposed replacement dwelling & garage, by virtue of 
its scale, design and appearance fails to harmonise and take account 
of its natural surroundings. This generates an overbearing impact upon 
and harms the visual amenity of the Midvale Ridge Landscape 
Character Area. 
 
The chairman had been contacted by the applicant in connection with 
this decision. The planners had advised the applicant that the Parish 
Council had objected to the application. The Council had not objected 
to the application, only raising a number of comments.  The Clerk 
would take this up with the planners  
 
Ashdene 
 
The meeting was told that the two properties on the Ashdene land in 
Highworth Road were being advertised on the internet for holiday lets. 
There had been earlier concerns that the smaller building, recently 
erected without planning permission, would be used as a dwelling. The 
advertisements appeared to confirm that this was the case. Clerk to 
advise the Planning Dept for guidance. 
 

2. Election  
There had been nine submissions for the nine Parish Councillor posts. 
This meant that the election was uncontested and that the six current 
Parish Councillors plus Mrs Robbie Taylor, Mr Barry Thunder and Mr 
Malcolm Phillips would be elected as Councillors as of 6th May. Mrs 
Anderson- Witty had not applied as she had moved away from the area 
 
3. Annual Parish Meeting 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was scheduled to take place on Tuesday 25th 
May. It was agreed later in the meeting  (056/10) that this would be 
changed to a short meeting on Thursday 27th May preceding the 2nd Stage 
2 Village Expansion workshop session. 

 
4. Bus Stop Repairs 
 
It was agreed that the repair work to the roof should be carried out as soon 
as possible and the cost was likely to  be in the region of £500. It was 
agreed that because it was a Health & Safety issue, the requirement to get 
three quotations would be waived. However a firm price and schedule for 
the work needed to be obtained. If the quotation was for more than £500, 
three Councillors would need to authorise proceeding with the work. 
 
5. Thornhill Road  Footpath 
 
The possibility of providing a basic footpath between Ash Gardens and the 
Thornhill Rd bend on the grass verge on the Industrial units side of the 
road was discussed. Clerk to find out the minimum width requirements for 
a path and who owned the land. 
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Clerk to establish David  Marner’s ideas for screening the Steve Hallatt site 
 
It was agreed to add the Screening of the Thornhill industrial units to the 
Matters Outstanding Register 
 
10. Matters Outstanding Register 
 
• Traffic Management – No new information 
 

050/10 CORRESPONDENCE   
 

• Letter from David Marner ref: Steve Hallatt operation on the old 
Leggetts site. Clerk to check earlier planning conditions on operating 
hours when site was operated by Leggetts. 

• WALC  Newsletter – Points noted – no action. 
• Letter from Liz Baldwin concerning  cycle path along A361. – No 

objections but it will mean the loss of the much used layby. 
• Publicity notice from BGLF ref Business Grants and Loans Fund. clerk 

to find out if rural areas in the Swindon Borough were included in the 
scheme; if not Swindon to be asked if they provided a comparable 
scheme. 

• Letter expressing concern over height of Proposed Honda wind 
turbines. There was also concern about the siting of the turbines – No 
action until public consultation takes place. 

• Letter from Victim Support thanking  us for our donation – noted 
• Letter from Simon Masters (SBC) confirming that A420 culvert capacity 

would be increased during the Financial Year 
• Letter from a Mrs Williams concerning an incident with a horse in a field 

behind Church Ground. The matter had been referred to Annie Ellis, 
the Borough Rights of Way Officer”, because of the public footpath 
aspects of the incident.  A reply was awaited 

 
051/10 Planning – There were no Planning Applications submitted 

 
052/10 Parish Boundary Review 
 

It was agreed that it would make sense to revise the Parish Boundary to 
include all of the Honda site instead of as currently only part of the site, 
Supermarine and all of the South Marston Park Industrial Estate, The 
hotel at Gablecross and Toys r Us and to keep the existing area South of 
the A420. 
Clertk to mark up map with these suggested changes and contact 
Stratton & Stanton Parishes seeking their views. 
 

053/10  Conservation Area 
 
There had been a second successful working day on Saturday 20th 
March and the site was now fully cleared. The next stage was to get 
volunteers from the community to plan the layout for the site and a 
meeting was planned for the 12th May. Brian McGlone would be meeting 
with Honda to clarify the boundary lines and he was looking into the cost 
of fencing. It was hoped to involve the school in the project and the 
options for funding were being explored. 
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054/10 Funding of Neighbourhood Watch Signs 
 
A neighbourhood Watch scheme had been set up for the Thornhill Road 
area and a request for funding towards the cost of the signs had been 
received. The Council felt that ideally the cost of the signs should be self 
funding to achieve a “buy in” to the scheme by residents. However, the 
Council would not want the scheme to fail due to a problem with paying 
for the signs. 
 

055/10 FLOODING IN THE VILLAGE 
 

No new issues or activity 
 

056/10 EDA/VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT 
 

A document had been produced by NEWMasterplanning suggesting 
questions that could be used in mini workshops with local organisations. 
The document had been discussed at a meeting of the Village 
Development Working Party on the 8th April. It had been agreed at that 
meeting that Sylvia Brown would make some changes to the document 
and a copy would be delivered  to all dwellings in the village with a 
covering letter explaining the aim of and the dates for the Stage 2 
workshop that would be organised by NEW in May. 
 
The suggested dates for the workshop, to be confirmed by NEW, would be 
the evenings of Wednesday 26th (Hotel) and Thursday 27th May (Village 
Hall).  The Annual Parish Meeting would be moved from Tuesday May 25th 
to Thursday 27th May  before the start of the workshop second session. 
 
It was agreed that some method of visualising the size of low medium and 
large developments  of varying density was needed. Clerk to request large 
scale maps from NEW for Sylvia Brown & Stuart Young to produce visual 
aids from them .  

 
057/10 REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES & REPRESENTATIVES 
ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

 
Brian McGLone had put a notice on the website & noticeboards  
publicising the role of the Highworth Combined Charities Trust and the 
availability of the Relief & Need Fund. 
 
Brian McGlone advised the meeting that the South Marston footpaths 
records had now been digitised. He also advised that there had been no 
real progress on the issues of footpaths through Stanton Park . 
 
Stuart Young was due to attend an SMRA meeting later in the week. He 
also informed the meeting that the novel. “Dandelion”, which featured 
South Marston, would be published on the 22nd April. 
 
Sylvia Brown had attended a Borough/Parishes meeting. She had checked 
the records concerning Councillors who had attended Standards Training 
and found out that those who had attended training a few years ago were 
not included in the records. 
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The Director of Planning, Celia Carrington, had led a session on 
Connection People Connecting Places. The Cabinet had been informed 
that the initiative was working quite well. However, it was clear from the 
comments made at the meeting that it was not working for any parishes. 
Parishes who had tried to engage fully with the process had not  
been treated on an equal basis with other community groups. 
 

058/10 MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY OR WITH THE CONSENT OF 
THE CHAIR 

 
The Clerk reported that he had obtained a quotation of £250 for skimming 
the top surface from an area that would provide three more allotment plots. 
It would be double this amount  if double the area was skimmed. It was 
agreed that because of the number of residents  on the waiting list, the 
larger area should be skimmed. Clerk to obtain  three quotations and 
clarify insurance issues/ liabilities  if hidden concrete was unearthed.  

 
059/10  FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND CHEQUES FOR APPROVAL & 
SIGNATURE 
 
 
 1. Bank Accounts as at 31st March 2010 
 
     High Interest account   61675.68 
     Current Account     1091.02 
 
                Total  £62,766.70 
 
 
 2.  Cheques for Approval and Signature 
 
Cheque 
 
1487 Mr R Powell (salary for March less PAYE )…...………………285.41 
1488  Mr R Powell (expenses for March )…………………………....25.13 
1489 Stratton St Margaret PC (Dog Bins 1/3 – 22/3)………………..86.79 
1490 Stratton Garden Contractors (Grass cutting in March)………..318.00 
1491 Voluntary Action Swindon (Photocopying meeting docs)…….. 42.66 
1492 SMRA (V Hall Hire 19/1 – 16/3)………………………………56.25 
1493 WALC (annual subscription)………………………………….254.69 
 
 
 
 
 

The chairman closed the meeting at 22.05 


