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SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 Minutes of the meeting held on the 16 th March2010 
in the Village Hall.  

 
PRESENT:   Mr C McEwen (Chair) 
                      Mrs S Anderson-Witty (Vice Chair) 
                      Mr B McGlone              Mrs S Brown 

      Mr N Burchell               Mr R Powell (Clerk 
        
         9 members of the public 
 

Before the start of the meeting, the chairman presented Jean Franklin with a 
collage of views of the village, to mark her retirement from the Parish Council . 
He thanked her for her commitment to the community during her 35 years as 
a Parish Councillor 

 
031/10 APOLOGIES:   Mr K Millard; Mr S young; Borough Councillor D Dart  

 
032/10 OPEN 10 Minutes   Mr Malcolm Phillips reported that the traffic 
priority sign at the traffic calming in Thornhill Road had been deliberately bent 
and was now obscured. Clerk to report to Borough. 
Mr Cook queried what action the Parish Council was taking to obtain 
information on the developer’s archaeological survey. The chairman explained 
that NEWMasterplanning had been asked to get this information from the 
Borough and we would chase this up. Mr Cook was also concerned that fields 
that were within the area identified in the EDA SPD as being archaeologically 
sensitive were still  being ploughed for seeding for turf. He felt that action 
should be taken to ask the landowners to get the farmer to use the fields for 
grass/hay instead. Mrs Brown felt that we would need good evidence of the 
significance of the site before pursuing this course of action. 
 
033/10 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - Nothing Declared 
 
034/10 TO APPROVE AS CORRECT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

HELD ON 16 th February 2010  
 

The minutes  were approved and signed after a date correction to section 
028/10 
As a follow up, Mrs Brown stated that a report on the Connecting People 
Connecting Places initiative had been produced. Thais would be submitted 
to Cabinet and would be discussed at the Borough/Parish meeting on 17th 
March. It could be viewed on the Borough website. 

 
035/10 PLANNING 
      S/09/2328 – Erection of 1no. dwelling, detached garage & associated 

works at Priors Farley, South Marston. 
 

No objections raised but it was felt that Community Forest should be 
consulted on the application 
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026/10 CLERKS REPORT & MATTERS OUTSTANDING 
 

1. Planning Decisions 
 
S/ADV/09/2275 – Display of 2no. internally illuminated signs and 4 no. 
sets of non illuminated Foamex letters at Unit 2 St Margaret Retail Park. 
 
GRANTED – Standard conditions 
 
S/09/2236 – Outline application for the erection of 1 no. dwelling and 
garage – all matters reserved, on land adjoining St Michael’s Cottage  
Thornhill Road South Marston. 
 
GRANTED : Conditions attached 
 
2. Waste Sites 
 
The waste site allocations for Swindon are Chapel Farm Blunsdon; 
Waterside Park; Brinlay Close/Darby Close; Barnfield sewerage works; 
Kendrick Ind Estate; Transfer Bridges Ind Estate; Dorcan Ind Estate. The 
two sites at South Marston that had been under consideration have been 
withdrawn as they were considered to be too small and unsuitable. 
 
3. Sewer Problem 
 
The main Sewer linking the South Marston pumping station at Nightingale 
Lane withy he Swindon Treatment works burst on Friday 19th February.  
Thameswater fixed it that night but foul water had flowed into the ditches 
around the playing field. 
 
4. Wind Turbines 
 
Ecotricity has now decided on the locations for the four wind turbines on 
the Honda site (see attached). Their noise consultants, Hoare Lea 
Acoustics, will be writing to selected addresses in Greenfields & Highworth 
Road concerning the monitoring of ambient noise ( see attached). The 
timetable for the project is:- 
 
end of March – Position sound monitors 
end of April- - Finish sound monitoring 
early July – Full public consultation 
early August – Submit planning application 
September 2011 – Start construction 
 
5. Playing Field Drainage 
 
The drainage slits on the playing field need “topping up” with gravel or top 
dressing. Whitehorse Contractors will be providing a quote for doing this 
work . In 2006 the cost was £1880 +VAT. SMRA feel that they can do the 
work themselves by purchasing top soil locally and using local labour to 
apply it. The Council commended SMRA for considering doing the work 
themselves but the Clerk should check that they would be using the 
correct materials. 
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6. Parish Boundary 
  
The discussion on possible changes to the South Marston parish boundary 
had not been included in the agenda to allow sufficient time to discuss the 
Transport Report 
 
7. Vacancy Notice 
 
The formal Notice period for Jean Franklin’s vacancy has expired without 
response. 
 
8. Access for All SPD 
 
Our comments on this SPD have been submitted. Apparently the 
Community Planning Forum has “important reservations about the policy 
and content of the draft SPD”. 
 
9. Clerk’s Holiday 
The Clerk will be on holiday 19th – 26th March. 
 
10. Matters Outstanding Register 
 
• Traffic Management – Discussed later in meeting 
• Keypoint – The maintenance contractors had been  contacted 

concerning cleaning the pond and repairing the bund after the removal 
of the steps to the viewing platform. 

 
037/10 CORRESPONDENCE   

• Notice from Involve - Employee Volunteering – possible projects; 
topping up playing field drainage slits; tidying up Thornhill Rd 
verge; Tidying up footpath on A420, layby to bus stop. 

• Note from Borough concerning Thornhill Rd bends drainage noted 
• WALC Bulletin – Clerk to obtain copy of Standing orders for Local 

Councils from website. 
• No one would be nominated for Buckingham Palace Garden Party 

 
038/10 New Allotment Plots 

 
Clerk to obtain costs for skimming ground for new plots and to proceed 
with work if no more than £200. 
Mrs Brown advised that the Borough was producing a new Allotment 
Strategy and there may be associated grants for implementing schemes. 
 

039/10  Conservation Area 
 
Flyers had gone out advising that the second working day would be on 
Saturday 20th March. A skip had been ordered. It was hoped to get a 
community group formed to manage the Highworth Road and St Julian’s 
Close conservation areas. There could be governance problems if the 
group was given a Trust status. 
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040/10 FLOODING IN THE VILLAGE 
 

The problem of flooding on the bend in Thornhill Road was still a problem 
although it was understood that the Borough was hoping to address the 
drainage in this area when the new financial year funds were available. 
Apparently the Borough intended to increase the culvert capacity under the 
A420 by the Shrivenham Rd layby. Clerk to find out timescale 
  

041/10 EDA/VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT 
 
Draft Transport Report – The Borough’s consultants. JMP Ltd. had produced 

a comprehensive Draft report identifying the existing traffic related 
problems in the village and providing options for dealing with lack of 
footpaths at Pound Corner and Thornhill Rd and for dealing with traffic 
speed issues. The report did NOT deal with traffic issues that would come 
from an expanded village under the EDA. It concentrated on improving 
pedestrian access & safety rather than improving traffic flow. It was 
generally seen as being a very good and detailed report.  However, it was 
felt the issue of unaccompanied children walking to the playing field and 
the options for closing roads had not been included. NEWmasterplanning 
(NEW)  felt that the report provided a good outline of existing issues that 
would be useful when planning the transport strategy for an expanded 
village under the EDA. Members from the Village Transport Group had 
also discussed the report with Chris Sibthorpe of JMP & Sam Howell from 
the Borough and were generally satisfied with the recommended 
improvement options.  

 
The report showed that transport arrangements at the  centre of the village 
did not meet laid down national minimum standards. The draft EDA SPD 
had identified Higworth Road as a strategic route to the EDA from the 
North. The report provided  evidence for challenging this  
The report also showed that there was not a capacity problem with the 
village roads when judged against the Borough’s criteria. 
  
The Draft report is to be presented to Borough Council Members before 
general release to the public. 
 
The chairman understood that the planners were considering ,moving 
Sainsburys to simplify the White Hart interchange . If this idea was 
adopted it would make the route to the store  through the village less 
attractive for people from Highworth and could make a village store more 
viable. 
 
Next Steps 
 
NEW had suggested that a summary of the transport report could be used 
with the “Workbook” during the proposed workshop sessions. 
 
There was a lengthy discussion on what should be done next and when. 
There was a strong argument for getting on with what we could do and not 
waiting for the EDA transport strategy. 
 
Mrs Brown felt that if there was a change of Government, Local 
Government would be expected to have their finalised plans in place for 
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delivering the required housing numbers and be in a position to deal with 
planning applications by the end of the year. We needed to  press ahead 
with getting the South Marston SPD completed and be part of the process. 
  
The chairman had been contacted by the Crown Timber development 
consultant. They wished to be part of the Village SPD discussions and 
were planning to submit an application in early 2011. 
 
It was agree that the chairman should ask NEW for a cost and dates for:-
summarising the Transport Report for use in workshops; Provide a visual 
aid to show impact , pros/cons, of scenarios for a small (500 dwellings)  
and large (1000) dwellings) village expansion; produce a framework of 
questions based on  these scenarios to seek views at the workshops. We 
did NOT want to repeat the same range of questions as used in the Village 
Strategy questionnaire. 
 
Clerk to set up a meeting with the Village Development Working Party  for 
8th April. This meeting to be used to try out the Workbook 
 
Parish Meeting on 25th May to be used for the “Place  Making” workshop 
involving the whole village. 
 
Local organisation mini workshops to take place between 8th April & 25th 
May. but organisations need to warned of this NOW. 
 
042/10 REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES & REPRESENTATIV ES 
ON OUTSIDE BODIES 

 
Mr McGlone had attended a rights of Way meeting. The computerisation of 
rights of way records  did not yet include the South Marston area. The 
footpath from the playing field to Yew Tree Gardens, discussed at  a 
previous Council meeting, was to be cleared by the Borough. 

. 
Mr McGlone would be attending a meeting of the United Highworth 
Charities as a trustee on 17th March. 
Mrs Brown would be attending a Borough/Parish meeting on 17th March. 
There was concern that the Borough records did not show the correct 
number for Councillors who had attended Ethical Framework Training. 

 
043/10 MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY OR WITH THE CONSE NT OF 

THE CHAIR 
 
Mrs Anderson_Witty advised the meeting that she would be resigning from 
the Council as soon as contracts had been exchanged for her new home 
as she was moving out of the area.  

 
044/10  FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND CHEQUES FOR APPROVA L & 
SIGNATURE 
 
1. Bank Accounts as at 28th February 2010 
     High Interest account   64567.40 
     Current Account     1070.55 
                Total  £65,637.95 
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 2.  Cheques for Approval and Signature 
 
Cheque 
 
 
1482 Mr R Powell (salary for February less PAYE )…...…………….285.41 
1483  Mr R Powell (expenses for March )………………………….....70.01 
1484 Victim Support (Donation)……………………………………30.00 
1485 Kellys Skips (Conservation Work Day)………………………....72.00 
1486 HMRC (Clerk’s PAYE Jan-March)…………………………….214.07 
 

The chairman closed the meeting at 22.10 


