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Executive summary: 

 

The presentation at the Second Public Meeting, which forms the bulk of this report, highlights the depth and breadth of the content covered by 

this process. The key majority conclusions were: 

 

• The village overwhelmingly wishes to remain as a discrete and independent community. 

• The village objects to any development north of the railway being viewed as part of the EDA rather than part of the village. 

• The Village could accommodate a sizeable increase in housing, largely on brownfield land, configured to create a sustainable 

community.  

• There is a strong feeling to protect all other green areas, particularly between the Railway Line and the Village. This is to create a green 

buffer to maintain recreational and environmental benefits and manage the propensity of the area to surface water flooding 

• An expanded village of the suggested size will require  more local facilities such as a purpose built recreational centre, part of which 

would serve the school requirements for improved PE facilities. 

• There was considerable concern expressed about the volume of traffic through the village. The plan gives consideration to traffic needs 

and integral cycle paths & foot paths within the village. 

 

Next Steps 

 

The Parish Council and Working Party will continue to develop the plan with particular reference to the Borough’s Sustainable Development 

strategy. A final document will be submitted to the Borough within the consultation timescale . 

 



 
 

South Marston Parish Council   25th April 2007 



 
 

South Marston Strategic Plan - Process. 
 

 

 

 

Background 

1.  The Parish Council has been a participant in the development of the Regional and Local plans over a long period.  For some time we 

have been aware that Swindon is obliged to build an additional 16,000 houses in the period to 2026 and that the preferred locations were 

brownfield sites and the area to the East of Swindon, which includes our parish. 

2.  Historically, the Parish council has had a policy of opposing large scale developments because of their potential negative effects on the 

structure and life of the village. We were made only too well aware of this with the rapid and poorly planned expansion of the village in 

the 1980s with Bell Gardens, Rawlings Close and Manor Park.  There have been exceptions, such as Church Ground, which we 

supported because it provided an affordable housing element for villagers.  

3. In 2005 we were approached by Hartwells PLC, the owners of the 'Crown Timber' site with a view to co-operating with them in the 

development of that site for housing. The site had previously been refused permission for this use on the grounds that it was too remote 

from the centre of the village.  



 
 

4. The site is universally acknowledged as a mess and because of this and our knowledge of the development pressure that the village will 

come under as the result of the planning factors mentioned above, we agreed to facilitate a public presentation . This was held in the 

Village Hall in November 2005. The feedback from that meeting was that the villagers favoured the development of the site for housing 

if it could be worked into the fabric of the village. 

5. The Parish council approached the Director of Planning at Swindon Borough Council and he, together with  the Planning Development 

Manager attended a Parish Council meeting and discussed the Borough’s requirements and strategy within the Local Plan and how these 

might impact on South Marston. In particular: 

• The development of housing on previously used sites and to the East of Swindon 

• The   desire to retain village communities 

• The desirability of those villages developing their own individual strategies of how they would like to see any development take 

place 

6. As the result of this discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would implement an inclusive consultation process to 

determine the wishes of the community and to then to develop a strategy to reflect these in line with the Borough’s Local Plan. 



 
 

Questionnaire 

The Parish Council decided to ascertain the wishes of the village by way of  a questionnaire and public meeting. A consultant was 

employed and he devised a wide-ranging set of questions with the input of the Council. The questionnaires were delivered and 

collected by hand and the results analysed by the consultant. 

7. Completed questionnaires were received back from 75% of households in the village. 

8. The results revealed an overwhelming concern that the village should remain a separate community, together with an acceptance of a 

degree of development.  

9. A large majority were in favour of the Parish Council seeking to influence the long term development of South Marston. 

10. A large majority said that they would not object to the development of the Crown timber site, and a majority also favoured the 

development of the Thornhill Industrial Estate opposite. 

First Public Meeting 

11. A public meeting attended by approx 80 villagers was held at the Nightingale Hotel in September 2006 to present these findings and to 



 
 

invite comment. 

12. That meeting confirmed an acceptance of a degree of development within the context of retaining a separate community, and reinforced 

concerns over the safety of the road through the village. 

13. In line with the results gained from the survey, those attending the meeting confirmed that they wished the  Parish Council to take a 

positive role in the anticipated development process. 

 

Working Party Meetings 

14. The Council then set up a working party to make recommendations to it as to the way forward. Representatives of various interest groups 

in the village were invited. The decision was taken to exclude the owners of land with significant development potential and their agents 

at the initial stage.   

15. The Working Party has held 4 meetings, each attended by @ 18 people. The debate has been full and wide ranging. Each meeting has 

been chaired by a Parish Councillor, but the work of pulling together the ideas into the Presentation document and the presentation itself 



 
 

was undertaken by 2 volunteers who are not parish councillors.  

16. The initial meeting concentrated on 'blue sky' thinking and used a whiteboard to capture ideas. 

17.  It was agreed that the A420 and the railway constitute a natural and effective boundary and that development of any part of this area in 

the context of a larger 'Eastern Development' would inevitably compromise the integrity of the village and should be opposed.  

18. Consideration was given to the use of some of this land for sports facilities, such as football pitches, but this proposal was not pursued as 

it was not felt that it would be for the benefit of the village community. 

19. The historical propensity of the land to flood was noted and this, together with feedback in the consultation process, led to a preference 

for an extension of the community forest with the restoration of field ponds for this area.  

20. The draft presentation was posted on the village web site and a summary of the main points delivered, to every house for comment prior 

to the final Working Party meeting.  

21. The final Working Party approved the Presentation after considering various responses from villagers and two landowners. 

22. A further summary of the main points and an invitation to a public meeting was delivered to each household.  



 
 

Second Public Meeting 

23. 115 people attended the Public meeting on the 16th March 2007  and the Power Point presentation was well received. A questionnaire 

was distributed to each attendee for comment. Some of the feedback has now been incorporated in the framework of the Presentation. 

24. By this process the Parish Council has sought to distil the views of 677 villagers into a broadly accepted vision of the future before 

submitting our vision to Swindon Borough Council and thereafter engaging in discussion with them and with interested landowners and 

developers.  

 

South Marston Parish Council           25th April 2007 

 



 
 

 


