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SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 19th May 2009 
 in the Village Hall.  

 
PRESENT:  Mr D Jones (Chair)  Mrs J Franklin 
   Mr B McGlone   Mr K Millard 

Ms M Presse   Mr R Feal-Martinez 
Mr R Powell (Clerk) 
 

 Cllr Mrs D Dart  4 members of the public 
 

 
63/09 APOLOGIES:  Mr C McEwen; Mrs S Brown; Mr D Marner  
 
64/09 OPEN 10 Minutes –   
 

Mr Oxby complained about the dog mess on the paths around allotment 
plots. At least one tenant was allowing his dog to roam free while he 
worked on his plot despite a condition in the lease that dogs should be 
kept under control.  
Mr Cave-Ayland  - felt that this issue and an earlier issue with allotment 
allocation could dealt with more effectively if there was a spokesman for 
the allotment holders. He suggested that a letter to tenants suggesting that 
they choose a spokesperson would be the best approach.  
The chairman said  Allotments was an agenda item and these issues 
would be discussed later in the meeting. 
 
A resident queried the lack of progress in getting a footpath between Ash 
Gardens and the Keypoint Bridleway. The Chairman explained that the 
land for a path was privately owned and there were hopes that if the 
Crown Timber site was developed this would provide land for a path. One 
of the Parish Councillors, David Marner, was looking at the feasibility of 
providing a path on the verge on the opposite side of the road to Crown 
Timber. 
 
In response to a request, the chairman agreed that the notes on the EDA 
issues meeting with the Borough would be put on the website. 
 

65/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  -  Nothing declared 
 
66/09 TO APPROVE AS CORRECT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

HELD ON 21st April 2009  
 

The minutes were approved and signed. 
 
67/09 EASTERN DEVELOPMENT AREA (EDA) 
 

Colin McEwen, Sylvia Brown and the Clerk had met officers  from the 
Borough to discuss the Parish Council’s initial comments to the EDA draft 
SPD. It was felt that the main concerns of the Parish Council had been 
listened to, particularly the lack of any reference in the SPD to the Village 
Strategy. Ward Councillor Doreen Dart proposed to raise this issue with 
Kenny Duncan of Forward Planning. 
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Mr Darren Cook asked whether the Parish Council intended to provide 
details of a third option that he had proposed for development within the 
parish for discussion at the public meeting on the 26th May? When advised 
by the chairman that there was insufficient time to advise residents of this 
prior to the meeting, he stated that there would have been sufficient time if 
the Parish Council had acted when they had first been advised of his 
ideas.  

 
68/09 ALLOTMENT ISSUES 
 

The recent plot annexation issue had raised a number of points:- 
 
It was felt that there needed to be a time limit given to holders to deal with 
any non-cultivation of plot issues. This should go into the Tenancy 
Agreement and take account of the time of the year when the time limited 
started. 
 
Allotment holders should be asked to identify their half plots. 
 
The plot allocation criteria was reviewed and agreed . The Clerk should 
keep to that criteria. There was no question of not renewing the leases of 
non villagers who already leased plots or villagers  who already leased 
more than one unless they failed to cultivate their plots or pay their rent. 
 
The issue of dogs mess was discussed and it was agreed that the lease 
agreement would be amended to ban dogs from the allotments; effective 
from January 2010 
 
A letter would be sent to all allotment holders, suggesting that they form 
into an association with a spokes person who could bring issues to the 
Parish Council. The letter would also refer to the proposed changes to the 
lease agreement concerning dogs and to the time limit for sorting out non 
cultivated plots. 

 
69/09 Clerks Report 

 
1 Planning Decisions 

 
S/09/0331 – Erection of a single storey side extension at 3 Manor Cottages 
Old Vicarage Lane 
 
REFUSED: on the basis of its size, shape and form which would have an 
overbearing impact on the host dwelling  and the loss of trees/hedge would 
be detrimental to the character of the host dwelling. 
 
2 Playing Field Footpath 

 
This footpath was completed on Friday 15th May 
 

3 Potholes 
 
The Highways Dept was e mailed concerning the repairing of potholes. The 
Clerk was advised that there is a monthly “drive by inspection of Thornhill 
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Road, Highworth Road and Old Vicarage Lane and a 6 monthly walking 
inspection of these roads. 
 
The work on potholes outside Ashdene was in response to a damage to 
vehicle claim. 
It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the Borough concerning a bad 
pothole in Highworth Road opposite the property “Ferndale” and adjacent to a 
drain cover 
 

4 Allotment Incident 
 
There was an incident involving one of the divided allotment plots that had to 
be resolved. This was discussed along with other allotment issues in item. 
68/09. 
 

5. MATTERS OUTSTANDING REGISTER 
 

 Traffic management – Prices for removing textured surface and humps 
have been received from Halcrow. Clerk to determine if other 
contractors can carry out the work and to check with the school when 
their Travel Plan will be available 

 Acquisition of land adjacent to 31 Highworth Rd- Still waiting for lease 
from the Borough. Clerk to contact Stephen Taylor concerning the 
delay 

 TDG Lights – Clerk to chase firm again 
 

70/09 CORRESPONDENCE   
 

 Exchange of correspondence between resident and chairman 
concerning the latter’s behaviour at the April Parish Council meeting 
– noted and dealt with 

 Prices from Halcrow concerning road surface work noted. 

 Letter from resident concerning cutting of grass strip at the entrance 
to Quarrybrook Close – D Jones to action 

 WALC Newsletter – noted 

 Letter received from PCC proposing quarterly invoices for Tower & 
Tap costs and requesting a grant towards a replacement oil tank. 
The latter point would need to be an agenda item and the PCC 
should be asked whether the work was essential and if so to get 
alternative quotes.  

 
71/09 PLANNING 
 

S/ADV/09/0590 – Display of temporary banner at Swindon Police Station 
Gablecross, Oxford Road South Marston. 
 
No adverse comments raised but the effectiveness of the proposed 
location for the banner  was queried. 
 
S/09/0724 -  Erection of a book storage facility (Phase 1), including access 
road, car parking, landscaping and ancillary equipment area  at  Plot 4 
Keypoint , Thornhill Road South Marston 
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No adverse comments but the Parish Council would like to see the results 
of the further noise assessment report referred to in the application when 
these were available. 
 

72/09 APPROVAL OF ANNUAL RETURN  
 
Mr B McGlone proposed, seconded by Mrs J Franklin that the Annual 
Return for 2008/09 should be approved. This was agreed unanimously. 
 

73/09  COUNCILLORS ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 
 

The analysis of Parish Councillor’s attendance at meetings was discussed. 
It was agreed that Councillors had the responsibility to attend meetings 
and it was hoped that there would be an improvement in the attendance in 
future. 
 

74/09 Annual Parish Meeting Arrangements 
 
The arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 26th May 
were discussed. The main topic would be the EDA and a leaflet publicising 
the meeting would be delivered to every household. It was hoped that 
there would be a good turn out and the venue would be the church 
because of its capacity. 
 

75/09 APPROVAL OF DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT TO  ELECTORS 
 
After some minor changes the  draft report was approved. 
 

76/09 FLOODING IN THE VILLAGE 
 

Bob Feal-Martinez had taken photos of the effects of the footbridges on 
the flow of water in the South Marston Brook during the recent heavy rains. 
He will send these to Jim Sokol of the EA. Simon Olive had also contacted 
the EA but had got no help from them. 
 
There had been no response from the owners of South Marston Park 
Industrial estate on the  drainage system. The Clerk was asked to advise 
them that we would be contacting the MP if we did not receive this 
information. 
 

77/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES & REPRESENTATIVES ON 
OUTSIDE BODIES 

 
The Chairman , Vice Chairman and Clerk had a attended a teach in on “ 
Connecting People Connecting Places” organised by the SAC. The idea 
was to group parishes in to clusters lead by a senior officer of the Borough. 
It was  hoped that common issues could the be prioritised for action. We 
would soon be contacted by our cluster leader. 

 
 
78/09  MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY OR WITH THE CONSENT OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 
None  
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79/09  FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND CHEQUES FOR APPROVAL & 
SIGNATURE.  
 

 1. Bank Accounts as at 30
th

 April 2009 

 

    Bid Account     68,051.39 

    High Interest account   11,476.99 

Current Account      1,060.42 

 

            Total    80,588.80 

 

 2.  Cheques for Approval and Signature 
  

 

Cheque 

 

1407 Mr R Powell (salary for April less PAYE )…...……………….281.76 

1408  Mr R Powell (expenses for May)………………………….......10.27 

1409 Stratton Garden Contractors (grass cutting)……………..…..318.00 

1410 Community First (annual subscription)…………………….….36.00 

1411   Allianz Insurance Plc (annual insurance premium)………….1343.05 

1413 DJH Landscaping ( playing field path)……………………...3914.25 

1414 The PCCCof South Marston ( T&T costs to March 09)……....123.75 

1415 Stratton St Margaret PC (Dog Bins 6/4 to 25/5)……………...169.88 

 

 

 

 

The chairman closed the meeting at 21.45 
 


