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SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st July  2009 in the Village Hall.  
 

PRESENT:   Mr C McEwen (Chair)  Mr D Jones (Vice Chair) for part of     
meeting 

     Mr K Millard  Mrs S Brown 
       Mr B McGlone   Mr R Feal-Martinez 
         Mrs J Franklin   Ms M Presse  

     Mr R Powell (Clerk) 
 

     Cllr Mrs D Dart  2 members of the public 
 

 
 

96/09 APOLOGIES:  Mr D Marner;  
  
 
97/09 OPEN 10 Minutes –   
 
Mr Lester was concerned about the rubbish on the Keypoint Bridleway left 
behind by the recent occupation by Travellers. The question of whether the 
Parish Council should provide future Travellers with rubbish sacks was raised. 
It was explained that the site owners contractor had cleared up the mess. 
Mr Lester explained that he was working on a flood mitigation plan for the 
whole catchment area. He required more detailed information concerning the 
flood plain. 
The Clerk will ask the Borough for details of the 09/10 Flood Mitigation 
budget.  
 
Mr Cave-Ayland, acting as spokesperson for the newly formed South Marston 
Allotment Association had written to the Parish Clerk on a number of allotment 
related issues. He provided the Council with further information. and the 
points that he raised were discussed in agenda item 100/09 
 
There was a discussion about the policy of dogs on the allotment site. The 
intention of the Parish Council to prohibit dogs on the site from January 2010 
was discussed. At this point Mr Jones left the meeting. 
 
98/09 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  -  Nothing declared 
 
99/09 TO APPROVE AS CORRECT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS  

HELD ON 16th June 2009  
 

The minutes  were approved and signed. 
 
100/09 ALLOTMENT ISSUES 
 

The points raised in the SM Allotment Association (SMAA) letter were 
discussed. 

 

 Water Supply – The cost of processing an application for providing a 
mains water supply at the allotments and carrying out a survey was 
£230. There was concern about apportioning water usage costs 
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between allotment holders. No further action on this request but 
alternative ways of providing water on the site, such as water retention 
ponds would be explored by the SMAA It was proposed by Mr Feal-
Martinez, seconded by Mrs Franklin and supported by all Councillors 
that the Parish Council would provide a grant towards the cost of 
improving water access facilities, when a suitable scheme had been 
identified. 

 It was agreed that the Parish Council would purchase a replacement 
hand pump for extracting water from the bowser. Cost approx £100. 

 

 Waiting List -It was agreed that the Clerk would supply the SMAA with 
a copy of the allotment waiting list and the Council’s agreed allocation 
rules. 

 

 Additional Plots – The Clerk explained that although Honda was in 
agreement in principle to additional land adjacent to the existing 
allotment area being converted to allotment plots, the soil was either of 
poor quality or very wet. SMAA to advise on what could be done to 
increase the number of plots. 

 
101/09 CLERKS REPORT & MATTERS OUTSTANDING 
 

1 Planning Decisions 
 

S/ADV/09/0590 – Display of temporary banner at Swindon Police Station 

Gablecross Oxford Road South Marston. 

 

APPROVED with the following conditions:- 

 

1.The advertisement shall not be illuminated 

2. The proposed sign shall have a minimum clearance of 1.0 metre above the 

level of the adjacent footway and shall be mounted flush on the boundary 

fence as proposed. 

3. The permitted use shall be discontinued and the sign shall be removed on or 

before 31
st
 December 2009. 

 

2.  Bank Account Changes 

 

The RBS fixed rate bond was oversubscribed so it was not possible for us to 

implement the planned transfer of £45K from the existing Bid account to the 

Bond. A new issue of the Bond is expected in September. During discussions 

with the business banking section of RBS it now appears that we need to have 

the signatures of three Councillors to authorise transfers between the Bid 

Account and the High Interest Account; an activity that takes place most 

months. In the past the Clerk’s signature as RFO has been accepted by the 

local bank. It was unanimously agreed that the Bid account should be closed 

as it no longer met the Parish Council’s requirements. 

 

3. Internal Audit 

 

The internal audit of our accounts has been completed but not without pointing 

out our failure to carry out a financial risk assessment due to an oversight . All 

documents have now been sent to Mazars for the Annual Return approval. It 
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was agreed that the Financial Risk assessment should be carried out at the 

August meeting. 

 

4. Display of Accounts 

 

A notice has been put on the notice boards and on the website explaining the 

access arrangement for the public examination of the Council’s accounts. The 

examination period is 20
th

 July – 14
th

 August. Des Jones has agreed to allow 

the accounts to be seen at his house over this period.  

 

5. Travellers 

 

Travellers moved on to the Keypoint Bridleway over the weekend 11/12 July 

The owners, Legal & General had been informed and had arranged for the 

Travellers to be moved on 18/19 July and for the site to be cleaned up by their 

contractor. 

 

6. Annual Parish Report to Electors  

 

The report has been produced and delivered. 

 

 

7. Draft Lease for Land in Highworth Road 

 

A response to the draft lease has been sent to the Borough (see Correspondence) 

No reply as yet 

 

8. Post Office Site 

 

The owner and the Planning Dept have been contacted.  The owner says that 

plans have been submitted to the Building Control Dept. The owner intends 

converting the interior to self contained single room flats and will have to 

submit a change of use application.  

 

9. Honda Meeting 

 

Honda had asked for a meeting with the Parish Council on Wednesday 19
th

 

August at 17.00 to discuss environmental issues.  

 

10. Matters Outstanding Register 

 

 Traffic Management Scheme – Still awaiting response from the Borough 

concerning use of alternative contractors. Clerk to chase; review in September 

 Village Website.- Mr Feal-Martinez agreed to look at other Parish Council 

websites to see if a suitable alternative could be found. It was important that it 

was easy for new information to be put onto a site. 

 Keypoint Site. Already discussed  

 Open Ground Lease – Already discussed. Mr McGlone had details of a Green 

Space Community Network who could supply free labour for green 

community projects such as the proposed nature reserve  

 
102/09 CORRESPONDENCE   

 

 Internal Auditor’s letter – noted 
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 Sam Howell’s reply to chairman’s e mail on the Swindon Transport 
Strategy – noted   

 Defra had produced a series of case studies showing how 
communities were tackling climate change issues. South Marston is 
featured in one of these studies (7) showing how the community 
was attempting to deal with flooding issues. 

 Letter from resident concerning bonfire nuisance; the Clerk had 
provided information from the Borough website. It was agreed  that 
the issue should be mentioned in the Tower & Tap and on the 
website 

 Letter from SM Allotments Association.- already discussed but it 
was agreed that up to £50 could be spent  on posts and plot 
markers. 

 Swindon Support  Notification – This provided information on help 
for local organisations. SMRA to be informed and also check 
whether SMRA was using the Village Hall Network 

 Stronger Communities Forum – Clerk to invite Cluster Leader to 
next Council meeting copied to Brian Mattocks. 

 Community Planning Event ( Infrastructure Planning) reminder 
notice. The chairman, Mrs Brown and Clerk had a short meeting 
with Sarah Screen concerning the difficulties of producing a detailed 
list of potential infrastructure projects for the village because of the 
uncertainties of the EDA. It was agreed that the Parish Council 
would not be represented at the event on the 24th July. Clerk to use 
V Strategy documents to start identifying evidence based 
infrastructure projects. 

 E Mail from D Marner concerning Thornhill Road footpath – Noted. 

 Letter from David Marner tendering his resignation from the Parish 
Council due to work and family commitments. Resignation 
reluctantly agreed. Clerk to write to Mr Marner and start the process 
for filling the vacancy. 

 E mail from chairman to Ward Councillor Dart asking why she had 
abstained from the vote at a recent Borough Council meeting on 
delaying the Core Strategy consultation. Cllr Dart was concerned 
that there would be insufficient funds for infrastructure in the whole 
EDA area if the South Marston development was completed as 
Phase 1. She had abstained rather than vote against the motion. 

 
103/09 PLANNING 
 

S/09/0901 – Change of use from B1/B8 (Business/Storage/Distribution) to 
Sui Generis (Data Centre) at Merlin 4 Building, Broadmoor Road, South 
Marston Park 

 
No adverse comments 

 
104/09  EDA UPDATE 
 
The chairman gave an outline of where the EDA proposal currently stood. 
There were legal challenges to the Regional Spatial Strategy from other parts 
of the country. Locally, there was concern about the transport infrastructure, 
particularly the White Hart interchange. At a meeting with the planners on 16th 
July, the Borough had agreed that there should be a separate SPD for South 
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Marston covering the existing village and the proposed EDA. This would lead 
to an integrated plan for the village. SBC is happy for South Marston to take 
the lead on putting the SPD together. Martin Trewhella and Carol Bristow from 
the Borough will give assistance.  An initial meeting is planned for August. We 
need to start up the Strategy working party who will be needed to develop the 
SPD. We will also need professional input in the form of an urban planner and 
we will need to spend substantial funds on this. Councillors agreed to this 
approach.  
The large number of responses to the EDA SPD meant that it was very likely 
that this would need to be revised and be subject to a second period of 
consultation in early 2010. . 
The Swindon Core Strategy public consultation was due to start in a  few days 
time.  
 
105/09 FLOODING IN THE VILLAGE 
 

There had been no new correspondence or action. 
 

106/09  REVIEW OF PROJECT COORDINATORS ROLE 
 
Deferred until next meeting 
 

107/09 REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES & REPRESENTATIVES ON 
OUTSIDE BODIES 

None 
 

108/09  MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY OR WITH THE CONSENT 
OF THE CHAIRMAN 

None  
 

109/09  FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND CHEQUES FOR APPROVAL & 
SIGNATURE.  
 

1. Bank Accounts as at 30
th

 June 2009 

 

    Bid Account     68,060.08 

    High Interest account      4877.76 

Current Account       1047.76 

 

            Total    73,985.60 

 

 2.  Cheques for Approval and Signature 
  

 

Cheque 

 

1423* Highworth Silver Band (performance at summer fete)…………150.00 

1424 Mr Powell (salary for June less PAYE )…...……………….…...281.76 

1425  Mr R Powell (expenses for July)………………………….........117.06 

1426 Voluntary Action Swindon (Photocopying of meeting docs)………8.33 

1427 Accounts & Audit Services Ltd (internal audit fee)……………182.00 
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1428 Stratton Garden Contractors (grass cutting in June)……………318.00 

1429 Stratton St Margaret PC ( Dog Bin Services 1/6 – 29/6)………106.03 

1430 SMRA (V Hall hire 21/4 – 16/6)……………………………….56.25 

 

 

 

* Cheque 1423 signed outside of meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chairman closed the meeting at 22.25 
 


