
FLOODING  
 

 

Responses from the Borough Council to questions raised by the Parish 

Council  in connection with recent flooding in the village. 
 

 

         25th February 2008 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Re:  Flooding Issues 
 
Celia Carrington has asked me to reply to your above referenced letter 
received on 30th January 2008 regarding the above. 
 
For ease I have responded to your questions in the same order as the 
issues were listed in your letter.  Please see as follows: - 
 

   Management of Surface Water by Developers 
 

1. Much of the water flowing flowing through the village emanates 
from industrial and residential sites via flood alleviation ponds.  In 
particular, Honda East, Keypoint (Thonhill), Honda West (Swindon 
Borough Council maintained) and the South Marston Park site.  We 
particularly  are finding it very difficult to obtain design information 
for the surface water schemes for these sites, so any help that the 
Planning Department can give would be appreciated please. 

  
  There is some limited archive documentation available for the 

Keypoint  (Thornhill)development that may hold some design 
information of interest to you.  

  This is held in our Premier House offices and your initial contact will 
be Andy   Brown, Planning Team Leader on 01793 466286.  
Unfortunately I am less   confident that we have archive information 
on the other three sites to which you   refer, but Glyn Bennett our 
drainage engineer is currently on sick leave and I  will discuss this 
further with him on this return. 

 
2 In light of the increasing frequency and level of flooding 

throughout the country, we would enquire as to the Borough’s 
current and proposed parameters to ensure that excess surface 
water is retained on sites rather than simply discharging into 
existing water courses. 
 

 The Borough’s current parameters in respect of surface water 
can be found in its Transport Requirements for Development 
guidance issue to all developers proposing to construct new 
roads etc. as part of estate development.  The current document 



was introduced in 2001 and is earmarked for significant review 
in 2008/09.  A copy of relevant guidance notes from the section 
on drainage design is attached and I draw your attention to the 
following paragraphs, which may be of particular interest.  You 
will note the potential impact of both Thames Water and the 
Environmental Agency in this area of control. 

 
N.B. paragraphs 5.1.8  5.1.13  5.1.35 

5.1.9  5.1.15 
  5.1.11        5.1.16 

 
3     We also note that the advice from the Environment Agency not 

to build in certain locations has frequently been ignored by 
various Local Authorities in the past.  Please confirm the 
position of your department and Council. 

 
        Swindon Borough Council consults the Environment Agency in 

accordance with the requirements of Planning Policy Statement 
25 (Development and Flood Risk) and the Agency’s Flood Risk 
Standing Advice, on all planning applications that fall within 
defined flood risk areas. 

 
 No planning application for development that is considered by 

the EA to be likely to lead to significant flooding risk would be 
recommended for approval.  Where a potential risk of flooding 
may be overcome by on-site mitigation measures, or other 
appropriate means (as evidenced by the appropriate flood risk 
sequential test), an application would only be recommended for 
approval where the EA is content that an enforceable condition 
attached to a consent, requiring appropriate works prior to 
development commencing, would be an adequate safeguard. 

 
The Environment Agency produce an annual report to 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) 
and Communities and Local Government (CLG).  It provides 
information on the impact of the technical advice on flood risk; 
provided by the Environment Agency on planning decisions 
made by English local planning authorities.  The current report 
covers the period April 2006 to March 2007 and concentrates on 
development plans, planning applications and appeals where 
the Environment Agency sustained its objections through to a 
known decision. 

 
The report indicates 2 ’major’ and 1 ‘minor’ developments where 
Swindon Borough Council dealt with flooding issues by way of 
planning conditions rather than refusing the applications as 
recommended by the EA.  In these cases the conditions 
attached to the planning permissions effectively sought the 
safeguarding measures required by the Agency to mitigate the        

 risk of flooding. 
 



 
 

Swindon Borough Council is acutely aware of flood risk issues 
within the Borough and has set up an initiative with the EA, 
where a senior EA officer has been working alongside planning 
officers in the Council’s Planning and Strategic Transport 
Directorate (on a Borough-wide Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment and commenting on individual planning 
applications) over the last eighteen months.  This will continue 
for another twelve months. 

 
4    Please also confirm that your department gives priority to 

involving the  Environment Agency at an early stage in respect 
of any major developments and indicate what parameters you 
apply in deciding to involve them. 
 
Swindon Borough Council works very closely with the 
Environment Agency in assessing flood risk when identifying 
sites and considering planning applications.  We have flood 
information within the planning department and where a 
proposed development site is within or adjacent to an indicative 
flood risk zone the EA are consulted.  Beyond that where there 
is risk of causing flooding further downstream or where a 
development site is of significant scale, the EA would also be 
consulted.  When this is deemed necessary is largely down to 
professional judgement.  It is important to recognise that the EA 
have limited resources and that we should not inhibit their ability 
to respond to priority applications by consulting on everything.  
We aim to involve the EA as early as possible in the planning 
process to ensure that we have a full understanding of the 
issues. 

 
5 We are particularly concerned about 2 areas of proposed 

development. 
 

(i) The proposed Triangle Site development.  This is land 
that is frequently flooded.  We assume that attenuation 
ponds will be stipulated.  From our research so far it 
appears that a major cause of the flooding in the village 
was the Kingsdown Brook, which flows from this area. 

   
Please say whether or not the Environment Agency have 
been involved on this project and what the 
recommendation has been. 
 
Because of the importance of the issue to the village, 
please confirm that we will be consulted at an early stage 
in respect of any proposals. 

 
  

 



The attached letter addressed to the Borough Council 
from the Environment Agency and dated 24th May 2005 
illustrates the involvement of the Agency in respect of this 
application and the directions given.  Hopefully this will 
answer your questions in full, but should it not, please 
contact the planning officer for the site – Ms Rhian Morris 
on: 
 01793 466285 and/or Glyn Bennett our drainage 
engineer on: 10793 466264 
 

(ii) The Eastern Development Area.  An alarming portion of 
the proposed  
area in the parish was deep under water in the July 
floods.  More recently the fields and road around the 
Carpenters Arms were again flooded.  Can you please 
give us like assurances in respect of this area. 
 

 Swindon Borough Council shares your concerns about 
flooding at South Marston.  The Environment Agency 
have been involved with modelling flooding and flows to 
the east of Swindon since the work was done to identify 
land to the east in 2006 and will continue to work 
alongside us in bringing the site forward.  Bureau Veritas 
have been undertaking flood modelling for over 12 
months and it is our intention that by improving culverts 
and drainage that development at the proposed Eastern 
Development Area (EDA) will alleviate some of the flood 
risks associated around South Marston. There are issues 
to do with water from the north , which is largely beyond 
the scope of what the EDA can achieve and the risk of 
extreme weather events can never be completely 
overcome. However, we will be seeking to provide 
improvements and will continue to talk to South Marston 
over the coming months. 

 
       6          Cleaning of Ditches and Watercourses 

We believe that we will be able to identify certain “key” 
ditches and drains that, if reinstated and/or kept clear 
would have a significant effect in preventing properties 
from flooding.  We understand that private landowners 
are generally responsible for maintaining the ditches and 
watercourses on their land.  Does the Borough have a 
policy of checking that ditches are being regularly 
maintained and the power to enforce this responsibility? 

 
 Local knowledge is of help to the Borough Council in 

identifying key watercourses and determining work 
programmes and enforcement priorities.  Within the 
resources at hand, checks on watercourse condition are 
made and enforcement powers may be available to the 



Council, under Land Drainage, Public Health or Highway 
Authority powers.  If the Parish were to identify what they 
believe to be key land drainage ditches then, in principle, 
the Borough would work with you to prioritise works 
and/or enforcement. 

 
7  Manpower 

In a recent local newspaper article on the flooding issues, 
a Swindon Borough Council spokesperson stated that a 
“team of staff” are involved in the process of looking after 
Highway drainage and clearing ditches.  Is this correct? If 
yes, then can they be made available to us? 
 

 
 Following on from item 6 above, the Borough are open to 

developing a partnership approach to drainage matters in 
the Parish. To assess the potential for this and the 
identification of key watercourses in South Marston, it 
would be helpful if you could meet with Denis Cole, who 
is now the Borough Council’s Head of Street Scene and 
as such has overall responsibility for operational highway 
and land drainage matters.  Mr Cole can be contacted by 
e-mail: dcole@swindon.gov.uk or by telephone on 01793 
466352. 

 
         8 Government Funds 

It was announced last year that the Government has 
provided the Borough with a flood relief grant of 
£250,000.  Of this, £50,000 has been used to provide 
help to residents who suffered hardship in the July floods, 
the remainder was to be used on flood prevention 
measures.  Can you advise us how the £200,000 is to be 
spent and whether any of the funds might be available for 
works in our Parish. 

 
 A percentage of the additional monies provided by 

Central Government has been allocated to flood 
mitigation measure across the Borough.  I am advised 
that £5,000 of this is provisionally earmarked for drainage 
improvements in Highworth Road, South Marston.  This 
funding allocation is under Denis Cole’s control and it 
may be appropriate for the Parish Council to discuss with 
him what is intended. 

 
I trust the above responses are of help to the Parish Counci, but if you 
require further clarification on some of the points made, please feel to 
contact me on 01793 466375 or direct to the officers referred to above 

 
 

 
  

mailto:dcole@swindon.gov.uk


Yours faithfully 
         Geof Bryant 

Deputy Director of Transport 
 
 


