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Clerksmpc@aol.com 
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Roger, thank you for your email.  
  
It is possible to prohibit motor vehicles from using a section of the public highway  with an 
exemption 'except for access' and I have seen this in a number of locations. However, there 
are problems arising from a drivers understanding of the term 'except for access', the difficulty 
in providing the driver with sufficient information so that they know if the place they want to 
access is within or beyond the prohibited zone and providing an opportunity for them to turn 
around and return they way they came.  
  
There certainly are automatic number plate reader cameras (ANPRs) available and they can 
be linked to a control system that will match the number plates and calculate the journey time. 
This is how the average speed detection cameras now being used at motorway road works 
operate. You would have to consult with a specialised company to find out the cost of the 
cameras (one for each lane ie two at each point of entry or exit), the cost of the controller and 
software and the cost and method of transferring the data from the cameras to the controller. 
Try Watchman or  PIPS, anpr.ork.uk or just anpr on the internet for information and contacts. 
  
One difficulty would be that drivers might learn that if they drove below a certain speed it 
would take more than your x minute threshold to drive through but still save them time by 
avoiding the longer alternative route. However, some ANPR cameras also record video and 
stills photos as well as the vehicle's number plate so you would be able to identify the culprits. 
Some can also be linked to a variable message sign and display the number of the offending 
vehicle. 
  
The biggest problem with this idea is what would you do with the data you have collected? At 
the moment, only the Police can carry out the enforcement and the offence has to be 
witnessed by an officer (just by viewing the video I believe). The use of cameras for speeding 
offences is as near to automatic is it can be except for this aspect that a police officer must 
accept that and offence has been committed. When the next stage of the Traffic Management 
Act is released, the Borough Council will be able to undertake enforcement (if it chooses to 
take on the role). 
  
The only example of anything close to what you have suggested that I have heard of is in 
Manchester. They use an ANPR system to drive a VMS sign. First the driver see a normal 
sign warning him, if he does not obey another vehicle activated sign flashes a warning and if 
he continues a camera records his number plate. However, it's all a bluff really because the 
Council involved does not have the power to do anything with the recorded numbers and the 
police cannot be prevailed upon to act on their behalf as they have their own methods of 
assessing the need to react to such offences (this system relates to a speed limit in a 
residential area of Manchester). 
  
Other notes to note.  
A Parish would require the permission of the highway authority to erect and 
maintain equipment and signs on the Highway. 
  
You may be aware that in certain cases the issue of a fine for speeding has been challenged 
and that sometimes these challenges are successful even on the basis matters such as a 
required sign being obscured at the time. This raises not only the question of fines having to 
be repaid but also the possibility of compensation. 
  
I am concerned that whatever its cost and benefits, such a system cannot be justified. 
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As far as I am aware, there is no data available to show the extent of through traffic in South 
Marston. Whilst I can understand and possible share your concern about unnecessary/illegal 
HGV movements (depending on just how many there are) I am very concerned about denying 
access to all road users and simply diverting traffic other roads that also have residential 
properties alongside them. I am sure that there would be overwhelming objections from the 
residents neighbouring towns and villages such as Sevenhampton, Coleshill and Highworth. 
Taking a wider picture, very few journeys in this or any other country can be undertaken 
without driving through some town or village and so the situation would become impossible 
for all of us if travelling on such routes were prohibited. 
  
Robert Sanders 
Traffic Manager (acting) 
  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Clerksmpc@aol.com [mailto:Clerksmpc@aol.com] 
Sent: 16 February 2007 12:25 
To: Bob Sanders 
Subject: Traffic Control Query 

Hello Bob 
 
I hope that you can help me with this please. 
 
Further to our recent meeting where we discussed the closure of Highworth Road South 
Marston, an alterrnative idea has been suggested. The idea is to prohibit through traffic. This 
would be enforced  by number plate recording cameras at entrances and exits to the village. If 
journey time was less than xmins then vehicle would be deemed to be  passing through 
village and a fine for persistent infringement would be levied. Please advise 
 
Is there any precedent for such a scheme eitrher locally or, to your knowledge, nationally? 
What are the legal implications of prohibiting through traffic on a public road? Would the road 
have to be designated as a private road? 
Does the technology exist to make the monitoring and enforcement semi autonmatic? 
 
Thanks 
 
 
Roger Powell 
South Marston Parish Council 
827515  

 


