
South Marston Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2011

	Present:
	Mr N Burchell, Chairman
	Mrs G Cheal (Clerk)

	
	Mrs S Brown
	Mrs J Little

	
	Mr B Thunder
	Mr M Phillips

	
	Mr S Young (Vice Chairman)
	Mr B McGlone

	
	Mr K Millard
	Mr C McEwen

	
	Ward Councillor Doreen Dart
	


NB: All Councillor names will be shown as initials
	089/11
	APOLOGIES
No apologies received. The Chairman arrived late to the meeting. SY acted as Chairman until Item Number 194/11.

	090/11
	OPEN 10 MINUTES
Mr A Goodenough of Upper Stratton was in attendance. Mr Goodenough explained his interest in the eastern development area and had a number of questions to ask the Parish Council, including road subsidence around a manhole cover on Sterling Road. BM pointed out this is a private estate.
Mr Goodenough also asked about the setting out of canal route levels. SB commented that although this falls within our parish, it is not within the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) area. CM suggested reading the draft Core Strategy. The Parish Council also pointed out the sewage treatment plant is currently under construction. 

Councillor Russell Holland of the St. Margaret Ward was also in attendance.


	091/11
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
· Members are requested at the start of the meeting to declare any known interests in any matter to be considered, and are reminded that any such interest should be declared at the start of the item or during any discussion of the matter concerned
BT declared an interest in Item Number 100/11, JL declared an interest in Item Number 103/11, MP declared an interest in Item Number 100/11, NB declared an interest in Item Number 100/11, SB declared an interest in Item Number 094/11, reference Community First, Item Number 101/11 and Item Number 105/11 reference Neighbourhood Planning Seminar.


	092/11
	TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18TH OCTOBER 2011 AND FORMALLY CLOSE ACTION POINTS
Minutes were approved and signed subject to amendments to Item Numbers 077/11, 082/11, 086/11 and 088/11.


	093/11
	CLERKS REPORT & MATTERS OUTSTANDING REGISTER
Allotment Review

Clerk & Barry Thunder, Allotment Liaison carried out a review on 2nd November 2011. 

Allotments are generally being well kept. 3 letters to be sent to tenants about current state of allotments. One tenant has been previously written to several times. Reminder about shared responsibility of grass cutting to be sent to all allotment holders with invoices in January as well as notice about managing shared composting area.

Community Payback Scheme

Still awaiting dates from Probation Service. Clerk has contacted the Police and Probation Service to chase this up.

Parish Council & SMRA Insurance Policies

Clerk, Mary Case and Jenny McEwen, SMRA met on 3rd November 2011 to look through PC and SMRA insurance policies to check for duplications. SMRA and the PC are duplicating insurance for mowers, marquees and Village Hall contents. SMRA are currently tied into their insurance policy until September/October 2012. Clerk has asked SMRA to specify Village Hall contents insured, and fee for cancelling certain parts of policy. Suggest this is looked at by the Finance Working Party.

New Notice Board

Still awaiting installation. Clerk emailed Swindon Borough Council Enterprise Works 09.11.11 to chase an installation date. Clerk updated members that the new noticeboard had been installed since the circulation of this report.
Planning Responses Received

Application Number: S/10/1073/RM

Proposal: Erection of 3 no. 120m high wind turbines with associated access tracks and hard standing areas with further environmental information for the impact of an alternative option for 2 wind turbines.

Site Address: Honda, Highworth Road, Swindon, SN3 4TZ

Status: Refusal of Planning Permission

Grass Cutting Contract
Final grass cutting in village will take place in November. Clerk to send out tender letters for 2012 grass cutting contract. 2012 contract to run from March to November. Successful contractor to be selected at December Parish Council meeting.

MATTERS OUTSTANDING REGISTER
Issue

Comments

STATUS

Footpath, Keypoint

Owner asked to tidy up bund clear pond. 

July: Formal letter sent to King Sturge.

August: Email received from King Sturge acknowledging letter sent. Site visit apparently took place in July, with some confusion about what needed to be done as they could not see a great deal of rubbish.

Clerk has contacted Agent with details of what needs to be done (including clearing litter between Keypoint roundabout and Gablecross, also suggested meeting Agent on site.

November: Re-contacted King Sturge 09.11.11 to try and arrange for a site meeting.

On-going.

HGV’s through village

June: SBC are in the process of carrying out a complete existing sign survey within the surrounding area to: see what exists already on the surrounding highway network, to ascertain if signs are missing and to determine if additional signs may assist in guiding drivers to their correct destination following appropriate routes.

 

SBC have asked PC Marc Jackson to help collect data possibly in liaison with South Marston Parish Council. Funding may be accessed if a) SBC can find an appropriate solution to the problem and b) if SBC have collected appropriate evidence to be able to submit a robust business case.

October: Clerk asked PC Marc Jackson to raise issue of HGV’s at next Neighbourhood Task Group Meeting. 

November: BM has emailed photo evidence of HGV to PC Marc Jackson. Clerk has also received information from local resident for passing on to the Police. Notice placed in Tower & Tap.

On-going.

Super-fast Broadband for the village

Clerk emailed Ward Councillor Doreen Dart on 21st September and again on 9th November to find out further information. Hard copy of email also printed and sent to Doreen.
DD to investigate
Swindon Borough Council Archaeology Reports

Clerk contacted Roland Billington, SBC on 9th November requesting further reports to be sent from County Archaeologist.

On-going.

The Clerk agreed to add the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons information to the Matters Outstanding Register.

	094/11
	CORRESPONDENCE
No.

Received From

Reference

Action Required

1

Stephen Taylor, SBC

Special Expenses Form

Deadline 14.12.11

2

Eoin Lees, Chair of WeSET

Westmill Sustainable Energy Trust, Invite to 26th November Meeting

Website
3

Community First

Annual Review 2010-11 and Membership Application Form

Dec PC Item
4

Email, Barry Thunder, Agenda Item 12 

Funding Request from ILL Wind

5

Helen McCabe, SBC

Planning for Renewable Energy in Swindon Session – 28th November 2011

Deadline 22.11.11

6

Clerk, Haydon Wick Parish Council

Code of Conduct for Councillors Training Session – 5th January 2012

JL to attend
7

Jackie Newman, Honda, Agenda Item 14

Annual Meeting - 22nd November 2011 at 17:30

8

Martin Trewhella, SBC, Agenda Item 13

Support for Neighbourhood Plans (Design Council/CABE)

Letters Sent To

Reference

ILL Wind

Thank you letter for major contribution made by campaign group

Jean Hadfield-Drayton

Empty Properties Report

Thring Townsend 

Request for Village Hall Title Deeds
Response received – no Village Hall deeds found


	095/11
	FINANCE: STATEMENT & CHEQUES FOR APPROVAL AND SIGNATURE
Finance Statement and Cheques for Approval and Signature – 15th November 2011

1. RBS Bank Accounts as at 28th October 2011. 
RBS High interest Account

27759.33
RBS Current Account

1086.08
United  Trust Bank Account

41038.10
Total:

69883.51
2. Cheques for Approval and Signature

Cheque Number

Payment 

Amount

1628
Mrs G Cheal – salary for October
356.76
1629
Mrs G Cheal – expenses for November
61.75
1630
Stratton St Margaret Parish Council – October dog waste service plus additional new bin for September (not previously charged)
157.42
1631
South Marston C of E Primary School – Meeting Room Hire
30.00
1632
Stratton Garden Contractors – September & October Grass Cutting
628.00
1633
SMRA – 3rd Quarter Village Hall Rental Charge

174.25

1634
1st, 2nd and 3rd Quarter Tower & Tap Expenses

288.75

1635
Donation (agreed at October PC meeting) to Cruse Bereavement Care

30.00

1636
Membership Renewal Membership for Wilts & Berks Canal Trust

25.00

TOTAL

1751.93


	096/11
	DISCUSS MATERNITY COVER FOR CLERK/MANAGEMENT OF DUTIES DURING DECEMBER, JANUARY AND FEBRUARY
Members received the following report from the Clerk:

Month

Job Required

Proposed Allocated To:

Action

Beginning of December

Meeting of Finance Working Party – Precept & Budget setting. Recommendation at December Parish Council Meeting.

Finance WP.

Clerk to supply budget /Precept information to WP for meeting.
Finance WP to set meeting date for beginning of Dec.
Date set – 6th December. Venue - School
December PC meeting

Take & distribute minutes of PC Meeting. 

PC to Agree Precept/Budget recommendations. Send bid to SBC.

Receive tender bids and select grass cutting contractor.

Roger Powell

Finance WP/PC

Clerk to send to SBC

Roger Powell/PC

January

Take & distribute minutes of PC Meeting.

Invoice allotment holders & send land rent cheque to Honda.

Seek tenders for appointment of internal auditor.

Meeting of Finance Working Party to review insurance/Asset Register (prior to audit)

Roger Powell

Clerk

Clerk

Finance WP. 

Clerk to supply info to WP for meeting.
Finance WP to set meeting date in Jan.

February

Cheque for £2000 annual grant to SMRA

Clerk

· Clerk will not be taking notes at parish council or SMVEG meetings during December, January or February. 

· Clerk will continue to check emails. Please make any work requests clear in the subject box to make it a little easier! Please also allow some flexibility for responding.

· Clerk to email SH/MT to ask them to contact another councillor for urgent matters.
· Clerk to continue to receive & distribute correspondence. If distributing becomes difficult, I may ask Roger Powell for help.

· Clerk to continue to receive invoices and produce accounts for Roger to present at PC meetings.

· Roger Powell/Clerk to produce agenda for PC meetings in December, January & February.  

· Clerk will try and pick up any actions arising from PC meetings, although will shout if this becomes difficult!

· Clerk will take minutes as usual in March.

Members agreed to accept the above proposals from the Clerk.

	097/11
	PLANNING
Application Number: S/11/1487RM

Proposal: Erection of a two storey garage and conversion of existing garage into habitable space.

Location: The Cheese Room, South Marston Lane, South Marston, SN3 4RX
Parish Council response: No adverse comments. 
Application Number: S/LBC/11/1474HECO

Proposal: Various internal alterations, replacement windows, installation of central heating system, French drains, solar panels and electrical re-wiring.

Location: Priory Farm, Keypoint, Swindon, SN3 4RX
Parish Council response: Location of solar panel is not shown on plans, however the Parish Council support this planning application as works will improve the state of repair.



	098/11
	DISCUSS SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCIL’S PROPOSAL ON USE OF VANGUARD MONEY
Members agreed that Vanguard money needs to be mutually signed off by the Parish Council and Swindon Borough Council. The Chairman, NB will sign on behalf of the South Marston Village Expansion Working Group.


	099/11

	VILLAGE EXPANSION UPDATE
The South Marston Village Expansion Working Group (SMVEG) had a meeting with developers and Swindon Borough Council (SBC) Officers on 10th October 2011 to agree ways of going forward. 
SMVEG have agreed amendment to Martin Trewhella’s (SBC) draft Supplementary Planning Document for the village. This is still a working progress.

3 sub-groups have been formed within SMVEG, each examining alternative options. The sub-groups are due to report back findings to SMVEG on 21st November with view to meeting with SBC and developers on 28th   November. 
The SMVEG Transport sub-group met recently with SBC. Decisions have been made for further research on 3 aspects of road system: the one way system, issues at Pound Corner and closure/other restrictions of Highworth Road. This work will cost approximately 10K. If this were to proceed, SBC say this would have to come out of Vanguard money.

NB commented that this needs to be work supported by the community. 

CM commented that SBC indicated that they would like the chicanes removed by the allotment site and Church Ground. The village may have a different view on this as the chicanes can be effective. The chicanes should not be removed until there is further village consultation.

SB commented that it may not be that SH is implying that all chicanes are to be removed. 

The PC considers this to be premature, but agree to the proposed 20mph speed limit, due to villagers wanting this. 

SB asked whether SMVEG could explore whether or not if it is good value for money for Vanguard. SB suggested putting this to working group next week who could then take a decision with the Parish Council expressing some concern about 3rd option. 

ACTION: Agenda item for Monday SMVEG meeting. 

	100/11
	FUNDING REQUEST FROM ILL WIND
BT was approached by the transport organiser for ILL Wind. They have requested either partial or complete funding from the Parish Council for the cost of transporting villagers to the Wyvern Theatre for the recent wind turbine planning hearing. £145 in total. This has already been paid in full by ILL Wind. 

The Parish Council noted that the invoice has already been paid by ILL Wind and commented that they cannot pay retrospective bill payments. In the future, all grants requested should be made prior to any event or activity taking place. The Parish Council would consider any future requests prior to the event or activity.


	101/11
	DISCUSS INVITATION FROM DESIGN COUNCIL/CABE – “SUPPORT FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS”
Members agreed that this sounded like a good proposal. 
SB commented that we need to narrow down their offer of help for the design code. 

Members agreed that they are happy to proceed with the offer from CABE. 



	102/11
	ANNUAL MEETING WITH HONDA – CONFIRM PROPOSED MEETING DATE OF 22ND NOVEMBER AND AGENDA 
Possible agenda items were discussed, to include the usage of power from solar farms, working together, allotments and terms and conditions,  strategy for replacing boundary fence and whether or not Honda are intending to appeal the recent planning decision. 
ACTION: Clerk to put agenda items together for circulation and agreement.

Councillors BM, BT, CM, SY and MP agreed to attend the meeting.


	103/11
	DISCUSS TRAFFIC CALMING HUMP ON THORNHILL ROAD
JL reported that local resident Isabelle Hone had reported concerns about cracks in her porch and front room on either side of her property that may have arisen as a result of the traffic calming hump on Thornhill Road. Cars do not always slow down to go over the hump. The house does not have any foundations and is liable to suffer from movement. Is there anything the Parish Council can do about this? 
CM reported that the cost would be in excess of 10K to remove hump. Swindon Borough Council (SBC) have no money to take this out. We could suggest removing hump along with chicanes to Sam Howell. 

ACTION: Clerk to write to residents who live close to humps in the village requesting evidence on issues they believe may have been caused by the traffic humps. Request a formal response to the Parish Council. Details to then be passed on to Highways Department, SBC with copy to Sam Howell. 



	104/11
	REPORTS FROM WORKING PARTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM OUTSIDE BODIES
SMRA report from JL:  JL has been looking into SMRA constitution. Have spoken to charities commission. There are two separate charities. One governed by a scheme and one governed by a constitution. A number of issues need to be resolved. JL pointed out that all villagers are not automatically members of SMRA. Do we need a separate meeting with SMRA? SY commented that their current constitution bears little relation to how SMRA are managed.

ACTION: JL to pull together a briefing note as to what are the key issues. Meeting to follow.

Borough/Parish report from SB: Meeting took place on 14th November. There may well be one on one discussion with individual Parish Councils concerning parish boundaries. Clusters have moved into localities. Locality Leads now appointed. Make-up of localities to be decided from 1st January 2012. Should then know which locality we are in. 

Allotment/Conservation update from BT: Allotment inspection has now taken place. Conservation work is progressing. Waiting for more shrubbery from school. Waiting to hear if we will get planting materials to go in for spring. Seat to commemorate Jean Franklin to be installed. Money to come in from SMRA.



	105/11
	MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY OR WITH CONSENT OF THE CHAIRMAN
MP reminded members about village expansion communication going into the Tower and Tap before Christmas. Darren Cook/NB to put together article to go in the Tower and Tap to keep village informed about the expansion in the run up to Christmas. 

BT asked whether the Parish Council should change the way they communicate with the village. Communication should have a modern, colourful outlook.  The Parish Council discussed the possibility of producing a flyer/newsletter for the village. SB commented that the parish council used to produce a "Parish News". This new flyer/newsletter could include SMVEG information, a St. Julians Woodland article, an allotment update, South Marston footpaths information, feedback from Honda, Planning information and an SMRA/Village Hall section.  Members agreed that this is a good idea. This will be printed and delivered to every house in the village. 

ACTION: All articles to be emailed to NB by 25th November.

ACTION: Clerk to email septic tanks information received to date to Sam Howell, SBC.

SB raised email correspondence received from Clerk, reference to invitation to attend a Neighbourhood Planning for Community Representatives Seminar in London on 28th November. Limited places available and will be offered on first come first serve basis.

ACTION: Clerk to re-circulate email.
Members agreed that the Parish Council would pay for travel expenses, should CM wish to attend. 

BT is currently liaising with pub re. Christmas festivities on 20th December. Have invited the South Marston Village Expansion Group as well as SBC Officers. Invite to go to Robbie Taylor. 

Meeting closed at 21:24




