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1 Introduction 

General 

1.1 JMP Consultants have been commissioned by Swindon Borough Council (SBC) to develop the 
transport evidence base to inform the emerging South Marston Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD). This study has been conducted in two stages. The first stage of the study addresses 
existing transport and traffic issues that have been raised by residents, whilst the second stage 
includes option testing to determine the traffic implications of the growth of the village and 
development associated with the Eastern Development Area (EDA), which is proposed to occupy 
land to the south and east of the village.  This report documents the outcomes of the first stage 
only. The work undertaken for the second stage will be conducted in parallel with South Marston 
Parish Council’s (SMPC’s) consultants New Masterplanning. 

1.2 This report will form part of a suite of documents used to help inform the development of the 
emerging South Marston SPD. This study will enable highway and transport option(s) to be 
presented in the South Marston SPD that are evidence based and which can be robustly defended. 

Background 

1.3 The purpose of the SPD is to provide a planning framework setting out the expectations and 
requirements for the sustainable development of the village of South Marston. Consequently, the 
SPD will provide a strategic context in which to assess planning applications and to ensure that the 
vision, principles and objectives of the village are met. 

1.4 SMPC have been active participants in the planning process and have released their own strategy 
document for the village entitled the “South Marston Village Strategy”. Whilst this document has no 
adopted status within the council’s suite of planning documents, it does sets out the strategic vision 
for the village and highlights areas of transport concern. These concerns relate to existing 
problems, and those that will be perceived to be generated by the EDA.  

1.5 The following sections of the report provide an assessment of the traffic issues in South Marston.  
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2 Existing Situation 

Existing Layout 

2.1 South Marston is a village within the administrative area of SBC and is, located 4.8 miles to the 
north east of Swindon Town Centre. The village which has a current population of 859 residents 
(2001), is served by three roads, Highworth Road from the north-west, Thornhill Road from the 
south-west and Old Vicarage Lane from the south-east. Both Thornhill Road and Old Vicarage 
Lane lead onto the A420, which acts a main connector road between Swindon and Oxford. 
Highworth Road provides a connection with the A361 which serves Highworth and Burford. The 
location plan of the village can be seen in Figure 2.1 below. 

Figure 2.1  Location plan 

 

 
 

2.2 All roads leading into South Marston are of a rural nature with high hedge rows and minimal formal 
footway provision only grass verges. The approach roads operate as national speed limit roads, 
except for within the boundary of the village where these limits are reduced to 30mph. The village 
boundary is distinguished by gateway features on each approach incorporating 30 mph signing and 
‘Dragon’s Teeth’ road markings with supporting 30mph roundel lining. 

2.3 The three main roads meet in the heart of the village and form a three arm junction, known locally 
as ‘Pound Corner’. The junction is fronted by residential properties and closely sited to a number of 
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village amenities including the Church of England Primary School, the village hall, the Parish 
Church and a Public House.  

2.4 To the south east of the junction there are two bus stops located on Old Vicarage Lane. The 
eastbound bus stop has a bus flag mounted on a lamp column, whereas the westbound bus stop 
has a bus shelter. Both bus stops can be seen in Figure 2.2 below. 

Figure 2.2  Bus stops at Pound Corner 

 
 
 

2.5 Existing road safety measures that have been provided at the Pound Corner junction involve the 
provision of a shared use footway on the eastern side of Highworth Road/Thornhill Road into Old 
Vicarage Lane. Formed in brick paving and constructed at the carriageway surface level, this area 
defines a safe route for pedestrians in the absence of a segregated and raised footway area, 
although still allowing vehicle overrunning. 

2.6 The existing layout is shown on drawing number T108838-EX-01-RevA, included in Appendix A. 

Traffic Calming Features 

2.7 Within the village there are several forms of traffic calming, typically illustrated in Figure 2.3 
overleaf. Village ‘gateways’ are defined along each of the three main access roads into the village  
indicating to drivers the entry point of the reduced 30 mph speed limit through the village. 

2.8 Six buildouts forming chicanes with one-way directional priority give-ways are provided within the 
village to assist with controlling the reduced speed limit through horizontal deflection. In a number 
of these locations, additional carriageway speed cushions have been installed with these 
narrowings to further control vehicle speeds.  A total of three separate buildouts are located on 
Thornhill Road, a further two on Highworth Road and a single one on Old Vicarage Lane. 

2.9 In addition, flat top speed humps are provided on the south-east and south-west approaches to the 
Highworth Road/Old Vicarage Lane/Thornhill Road junction and outside the Primary School, south 

Eastbound bus stop 

Westbound bus stop 
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of Church Farm Lane. One of the speed humps is also associated with a strip of a red block paving 
on either side of the hump to emphasise the presence of the feature. 

2.10 In the close vicinity of the Highworth Road/Old Vicarage/Thornhill Road Lane junction (Pound 
Corner), red brick road surfacing has been installed across the width of the carriageway to raise 
driver awareness of the approaching priority junction. Site observations at this location show that in 
the absence of designated crossing points these carriageway areas were used by pedestrians to 
cross the road. 

2.11 A carriageway pinch point exists along the south-western approach road on Thornhill Road, formed 
through buildouts creating a priority give-way for one-way directional traffic. 

2.12 The locations of all traffic calming are shown on drawing number T108838-EX-01. 

Figure 2.3  Traffic calming features in South Marston 
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Pedestrians  

Key Pedestrian Movements 

2.13 Based on discussion with residents, we understand that the key pedestrian movements within 
South Marston are to the Church of England Primary School, the Parish Church, the Village Hall, 
the recreational field and play area and the Carrier Arms Public House. 

2.14 JMP understands that along Thornhill Road the key pedestrian movements are between the 
residential areas and to access village amenities. Discussions with residents indicate that Thornhill 
Road is used to access Keypoint and the Sainsbury Superstore situated south of A420.  

2.15 Old Vicarage Lane has been identified by residents as a key route for pedestrian movements to the 
Primary School and Village Hall. There is a ‘walking’ bus to South Marston Primary School. 
Observations indicate that residents from the western end of the village use the footpath to the rear 
of the school thereby avoiding the need to walk around Pound Corner. Residents from Church 
Ground housing estate use Old Vicarage Lane whilst residents from Highworth Road must walk 
through Pound Corner. More discussion on this is contained later in this report. Old Vicarage Lane 
is also used to provide access to Nightingale Lane for recreation and to the, the gym and crèche 
facilities at the South Marston Hotel. Pedestrian movements on Highworth Road were concluded 
as being predominately local residents making short distance trips within the village. 

Pedestrian Amenities 

2.16 Pedestrian facilities vary throughout the village. Footpaths are provided towards the centre of the 
village, being replaced by grass verges on the outskirts of the village. There are no designated 
controlled crossing facilities in the village. 

2.17 At Pound Corner there are shared pedestrian and vehicle areas in the form of 1.0 – 1.15m strips of 
brick paving, 40m along the north-east and 70m along the south-east corner of the junction. The 
recommended footway width based on the Swindon Design Guidance is 2.0m.  However, the 
Department for Transport (DfT) guidance recommends an absolute minimum of 1.5m which gives 
sufficient space for a wheelchair user and a walker to pass one another. The absolute minimum, 
where there is an obstacle, should be 1.0m clear space. This means that pedestrians travelling 
towards each other would be forced into the road, especially if they walk with pushchairs or 
children. The shared area connects with the existing footway south of the junction along Thornhill 
Road and north of the junction along Highworth Road. North of the junction pedestrians must cross 
over the red paving to access the existing footway on the western side of Highworth Road. This 
arrangement is illustrated in Figure 2.4 overleaf. 
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Figure 2.4  Shared area at the Highworth Road/Old Vicarage Lane junction 

    
 

 
 

2.18 Along Thornhill Road footways are provided from Pound Corner up to the junction with Ash 
Gardens; along the eastern side of the road, with a grass verge along the western side. The 
Swindon Road Transport Guidance for Major Access Roads recommends 2.0m width footways, 
provide on both sides of the carriageway. The existing footway along this section is between 1.2m 
– 1.7m wide, which is within the minimum required by DfT.  South of this point no footways exists 
for approximately 250m up to a tight bend adjacent to the Thornhill Industrial Estate where a short 
section of footway has been provided. The lack of the footway over the full bend length means that 
pedestrians have to step into the carriageway where they are exposed to oncoming vehicles. From 
this point pedestrians can continue south towards the A420 along a bridle path to the west of 
Thornhill Road and behind the hedgerow. It is understood that this bridleway was funded and built 
by developers in 2008 as part of the Keypoint development. Although it is still owned by the 
developers, it has permissible rights allowing the public to access it. Figure 2.5 shows the different 
footways present on Thornhill Road. 

Old Vicarage Lane 

Thornhill Road 

Highworth Road  

Shared area 

Existing footway 

Existing footway 
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Figure 2.5  Footway along Thornhill Road 

       
 

      
 

2.19 Along Old Vicarage Lane, south of the junction with Nightingale Lane, no footways exist on either 
side of the carriageway. Grass verges border the road, which in some sections are not wide 
enough to walk on if required. In other sections, despite the sufficient verge width (minimum 1m), 
the pedestrians seem not to choose to use them. To the north of Nightingale Lane a 2.0 - 2.2m 
wide footway exists along the eastern side of the road approximately, 140m in length, continuing up 
to point opposite the ‘C of E Primary School’ car park. From this point the footway continues on the 
western side of the carriageway up to the junction with Thornhill Road and Highworth Road, 
namely Pound Corner. 

2.20 There is approximately a 90 degree bend on Old Vicarage Lane on the approach to Pound Corner. 
The footway on this bend varies in width between 1.2m and 1.6m. It is therefore likely, that 
pedestrians may need to use the carriageway to pass one another if they both walk with a 
pushchair and/or children. In addition, the footway switches back to the opposite side of the 
carriageway on the approach to Pound Corner. Figure 2.6 overleaf shows the different footways 
located on Old Vicarage Lane. 
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Thornhill Road 

No footway for 
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Figure 2.6  Footway along Old Vicarage Lane 

   
 

   
 

2.21 Along Highworth Road the footway begins just north of Pound Corner junction and runs along the 
western side of the carriageway. The footway varies in width between 1.2m and 1.6m and extends 
on the western side for approximately 420m. Beyond this point travelling north a grass verge 
borders the carriageway. A small section of footway, 1.9m – 2.0m wide, is present on the eastern 
side between Byron Court and the northern boundary of Quarry Farm. 

2.22 Between No. 31 Highworth Road and No. 43 Highworth Road there are two parallel stretches of 
footways on the same side of the road separated by a hedge. Figure 2.7 below shows the different 
footway present on Highworth Road. 

Figure 2.7  Footway along Highworth Road 
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Tactile Paving 

2.23 A number of locations within the village contain tactile paving, indicating designated crossing 
locations for pedestrians. Tactile paving provides ground surface indicators at crossing points on 
footways to assist the blind and partially-sighted to establish safe points to cross the road. These 
are provided on Old Vicarage Lane, where the footway switches from the eastern footway to the 
western footway outside ‘C of E Primary School’ Car Park, at the car park access and where the 
footway reverts to the other side of the carriageway on the approach to Pound Corner. Figure 2.8 
below shows the location and layout of typical tactile paving within the village. 

Figure 2.8  Tactile paving in village 

 

 

Old Vicarage Lane, 
south of the school, 

looking north 

Old Vicarage Lane, 
east of the Pound 

Corner, looking east 

Old Vicarage Lane, 
outside the school car 

park, looking north 



 

     

Page Job No Report No Issue no Report Name 

18 T108838   3 Swindon EDA - South Marston SPD 
Transport & Traffic Working Paper 

 

 

Bus Services 

2.24 There are two bus routes that travel through South Marston, routes 65 and 66, operating Monday – 
Saturday. Route 65 runs between Farringdon and Swindon and Route 66 between Oxford and 
Swindon. Route 65 operates three times a day in each direction during the Interpeak Monday – 
Saturday (namely the period between 10:00am and 4:00pm). Route 66 runs twice a day in each 
direction during the AM peak, Monday to Friday and once on Saturday morning. This is between 
7:00am and 9:00am. There are no night or Sunday services.  

2.25 In addition, two independently operated school bus services stop in the village to take children to 
both Kingsdown Secondary School, located in Swindon, and Cirencester Sixth Form College, 
located in Cirencester, Gloucestershire. 

Cycling facilities 

2.26 There are no designated cycling facilities provided within the village. However, there are local paths 
which are advisory routes that are suitable both for pedestrians and cyclists. These signs and 
routes are located to the south of the village along Manor Farm Road. Typical signing indicating 
these routes are shown on Figure 2.9.  

Figure 2.9  Signed route for pedestrians and cyclists 

  
 

Accident Data 

2.27 The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) recommends the collection and 
evaluation of a minimum of three years continuous collision data for the assessment of accidents. 
This allows for seasonal variations and to identify particular trends and patterns. Collision data over 
a three year inclusive period, between 1st November 2006 and 31st October 2009, has been 
obtained from SBC and has been analysed as part of this study. The single accident recorded 
during this time is indicated on the existing layout plan, drawing number T108838-EX-01-RevA, as 
included in Appendix A. 

2.28 This sole accident was recorded as a slight collision, involving a driver travelling north on Thornhill 
Road who skidded on the wet carriageway surface and over-turned the vehicle. The collision took 
place at the right-hand bend in the vicinity of the industrial park. The driver and two passengers 
were reported injured.  It is not clear whether this accident was a consequence of road geometry or 
inappropriate driver behaviour.  
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Traffic Flows 

General 

2.29 An Origin Destination (OD) survey was undertaken by JMP’s approved technical supplier Count On 
Us Ltd on Wednesday 11th November 2009 between 07:00 – 10:00 and 16:00 – 19:00.  The OD 
survey was conducted in response to concerns raised by residents regarding the level traffic 
travelling through the village 

2.30 The survey was undertaken at three sites  in order to form a cordon around the village and as 
follows: 

• Thornhill Road, north of the Keypoint roundabout; 

• Old Vicarage Lane, north of the junction with A420; and 

• Highworth Road, by the 30mph entry sign to the village. 

2.31 Vehicle registration plates were recorded as each vehicle entered or exited the village via one of 
the three defined cordon points. These were then matched to provide the origin and destination for 
each vehicle recorded during this period.  

2.32 Classified Turning Count surveys were also undertaken by Count On Us Limited on Wednesday 
11th November 2009, between 07:00 – 10:00 and 16:00 – 19:00 at the junction of Vicarage Lane / 
Thornhill Road / Highworth Road (Pound Corner) to determine the level of traffic flow and in order 
for junction capacity assessments to be undertaken. Vehicles types were recorded as part of the 
survey to classify the proportion of different vehicle types and in particular heavy goods vehicles 
and buses which find this stretch of road difficult to negotiate.  

2.33 During the survey the maximum queue length (the overall length of vehicles waiting at the junction) 
on each approach was recorded over 15 minute intervals. 

Origin - Destination Surveys 

  

2.34  O-D surveys were conducted on Wednesday 11 November which represents a typical weekday 
outside school holidays. Surveys were conducted on the outskirts of the village to differentiate 
between vehicle trips that had South Marston as an origin or destination and through movements. 

2.35 Figures 2.10 – 2.13 present the key movements in out of the village 
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Figure 2.10  Inbound movements from Keypoint roundabout 

 
 

Figure 2.11  Inbound movements from Highworth Road 
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Figure 2.12  Inbound movements from Old Vicarage Lane 
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Figure 2.13  Proportion of through South Marston trips by link 

 

 

 

 
2.36 From the Figures 2.10 to 2.13 it can be seen, that in the worst case scenario during the two 3 hour 

peak period there are 264 vehicles travelling between Highworth Road and Thornhill Road through 
the village. This represents 58% of movements through the village. Over the entire six hour period 
this represents about 1 vehicle every 1.5 minutes. 

2.37 The dominate through village movements are from Highworth Road to Thornhill Road in the 
morning peak and from Thornhill Road to Highworth Road in the evening peak. 

2.38 Highworth Road has the highest proportion of through movements, where almost 2 in every 3 
vehicular movements have an origin or destination outside South Marston Village. On Thornhill 
Road and Old Vicarage Lane this falls to 40%. 

Pound Corner – Classified Turning Movements 

2.39 Classified turning movements were recorded at Pound Corner for both the AM and PM peak 
periods. Figure 2.14 shows the average hourly flows recorded over each peak period. 
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Figure 2.14  AM & PM Peak Average Hourly Flows (PCU’s) 

 
 

2.40 Figure 2.14 shows the traffic levels travelling through Pound Corner are low during both peak 
periods. Traffic volumes travelling north to south along Highworth Road to Thornhill Road are 
higher in the AM peak and higher in the opposite direction in the PM peak. This suggests that 
residents who live north of the junction, either from South Marston or from villages to the north, are 
travelling through the junction to access the A420 and the links to Swindon Town Centre and the 
M4 motorway. The reversal of northbound flow in the PM peak on this route would tend to indicate 
a typical tidal traffic flow to a destination of work.  

2.41 Notably, vehicles turning into and out of Old Vicarage Lane are similar in both peak periods and 
suggesting solely local travel movements. In addition, the largest traffic flows through the junction 
are between Highworth Road and Thornhill Road. 

2.42 The total traffic flows going through the Pound Corner during the AM peak and PM peak period in 
comparison with the total traffic flows coming in/out of the Keypoint as well as coming in/out of the 
A420, can be seen in the Table 2.1 below. 

Table 2.1  Flows recorded at the key locations 

No LOCATION TOTAL TRAFFIC (All Vehicles)                             
(0700-1000 and 1600- 1900) hrs. 

1 Total traffic through Pound Corner 1415 

2 Thornhill Road in/out traffic through Keypoint 
roundabout 

1363 

3 Old Vicarage Lane in/out traffic to A420 406 

 

Pound Corner – Queue Length Surveys 

2.43 Table 2.2 summarises the queues recorded at the junction during the AM and PM peak periods. 
The queue lengths are shown as average queues and as maximum queues in number of vehicles. 
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The queue is formed by stationary vehicles. The queues are observed over each 15mins period of 
time and the average queue length is recorded. The longest average queue over each 60mins 
period is then identified. For this assessment only Old Vicarage Lane is required to queue at the 
priority junction. 

Table 2.2  Summary of queues recorded at Pound Corner 

  Highworth Road 
(Vehicles) 

Old Vicarage Lane 
(Vehicles) 

Thornhill Road 
(Vehicles) 

 Average Maximum Average Maximum Average Maximum 

AM Peak       

07:00-08.00 1 2 0 0 0 1 

08.00-09.00 1 3 0 1 1 2 

09.00-10.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 

PM Peak       

16.00-17.00 0 1 1 3 0 0 

17.00-18.00 0 1 0 1 0 0 

18.00-19.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

2.44 Table 2.2 shows that very few vehicles were recorded queuing on either arm at the junction during 
the survey. Vehicles that were observed queuing on Highworth Road were vehicles waiting to turn 
left into Old Vicarage Lane but having to wait for emerging vehicles to clear before being able to 
manoeuvre at the junction. In addition, vehicles observed queuing on Thornhill Road to turn right 
into Old Vicarage Lane were either waiting for Old Vicarage Road vehicles to clear or straight 
ahead movements on Highworth Road to clear. Thus these minor queues are imposed by the tight 
geometry of the junction rather than the quantum of traffic. 
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Pound Corner – Traffic Modelling 

2.45 A PICADY model (used to assess the capacity of priority junctions) was built to assess the 
operational performance of Pound Corner. The output of the PICADY model calculates a 
Reference Flow Capacity (RFC) value which is a comparison between junction flow and capacity. 
Values of RFC over 0.85 indicate that the junction is over-saturated and is operating above its 
design capacity.  

2.46 Both AM peak and PM peak models were created and the maximum RFC values were 0.241 and 
0.152 respectively for Old Vicarage Road. This shows that the junction has a significant amount of 
spare capacity.  

2.47 A further test was carried out to understand the level of ‘reserve’ capacity at the junction.  The 
analysis revealed that in the AM peak the junction could accommodate a maximum increase in 
traffic flow of 2.5 times existing flow and in the PM peak 3.5 times existing traffic flow before 
reaching capacity. This suggests that from an operational point of view the volume of traffic 
travelling through South Marston could be significantly increased without congestion occurring at 
Pound Corner. 
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3 Existing Issues 

General 

3.1 This section reviews the highway and traffic related issues that exist in South Marston. These 
include those highlighted by SBC, South Marston Parish Council’s Village Strategy,    discussions 
with local residents - a copy of which is attached in Appendix E, and independent site visits 
undertaken by the JMP project team as part of this study. 

3.2 The main issues that this report focuses on are:- 

Pound Corner 

General 

3.3 Many residents consider the Pound Corner junction to be the most difficult and intractable traffic 
issue affecting the village. Safety concerns relate to the conflict between pedestrians and vehicles 
and the insufficient width for large vehicles (buses and freight) to safely pass one another. These 
problems are particularly evident between the bus shelter and the give way line on Old Vicarage 
Lane. 

3.4 Pedestrians are inconvenienced and are ‘squeezed’ by two way traffic in locations where no 
footway is provided. This means that residents have to take evasive action or have to ‘give way’ to 
allow traffic to pass. With no footways, residents are forced to walk into the carriageway.  For 
northbound pedestrian movements this effectively means that residents have to walk into the path 
of turning vehicles from Highworth Road and Thornhill Road.  

3.5 For vehicular traffic the  ‘blind bend’ for left turning movements from Highworth Road into Old 
Vicarage Lane and for northbound traffic negotiating the bend outside Yarra Glen make this 
junction a hazardous one to negotiate. 

3.6 The safety issues relating to Pound Corner are magnified because this is a principal pedestrian 
route to South Marston Primary School for children from the northern end of the village. It should 
be noted that pedestrians accessing the school on foot from Thornhill Road are not affected 
because they can use the footpath which runs around the edge of the recreation ground to the rear 
of the primary school. Similarly, pedestrians from Old Vicarage Lane can use the footpath which 
extends to Church Ground. 

3.7 At Pound Corner no designated footway is provided. However, a 1.0 – 1.2m strip of brick paved 
shared surface for pedestrians and vehicles on the eastern side of the junction, either side of Old 
Vicarage Lane. No footway is provided on the western side of the junction. The shared surfacing 
raises awareness to drivers, although does not provide a safe segregation that a designated 
footway would provide.  Figure 3.8 shows the existing shared footway at Pound Corner and the 
lack of footway on the west side of junction. 
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Figure 3.1  Footway at Pound Corner 

 
 

 
 

Visibility 

3.8 Due to the layout of the junction the forward visibility for both vehicles and pedestrians at all three 
arms is very limited. Existing boundary walls and hedges, together with building frontages abutting 
the junction, reduce visibility. This is especially relevant for drivers merging from Old Vicarage 
Lane, from which visibility is below the required minimum under highway design standards. This is 
illustrated below on Figure 3.1. 

Figure 3.2  Visibility at Pound Corner 

 
 

No footway on 
west side of 

junction 
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3.9 Figure 3.1 shows the visibility available is significantly less than the required 40m for a 30mph 
road, taken from DfT document ‘Manual for Streets’. (The ‘Swindon Design Guidance for New 
Developments’ is based on ‘DB32’, which has been superseded by ‘Design Manual for Streets’.) 
The actual distance provided at the junction is 17.7m to the left and 6.9m to the right.   This is less 
than half the required visibility splay. 

3.10 In addition, there is inadequate forward visibility for vehicles travelling along Highworth Road and 
turning left into Old Vicarage Road. SBC adoptable highway design guidance recommends for a 
Major Access Road (MaAR) the forward visibility of 60m. This is presently very limited due to 
existing features and means, that drivers need to take an extra care while negotiating the left turn. 

Larger vehicles manoeuvring at junction 

3.11 Pound Corner is a compact priority junction with small turning radii that limits the opposing 
movements of vehicles involving heavy goods, public transport or freight. Although a 7.5 tonne 
weight limit applies for vehicles, except for access, larger vehicles were observed to manoeuvre at 
the junction. Based on discussion with residents, JMP also understand that HGV’s use South 
Marston to access the South Marston industrial estate located to the west of the village.  It is 
understood that is primarily due to satellite navigation systems erroneously directing vehicles 
through the village. Figure 3.2 below illustrates an HGV type vehicle manoeuvring at the junction. 
At the time of recording this movement, no other vehicles were observed at the junction. However, 
the clear route of vehicle swept path can be seen overrunning the junction centre-line. 

Figure 3.3  HGV Manoeuvring at Pound Corner 

 
 

3.12 A similar situation was observed with the local buses turning at the junction. Figure 3.3 below 
shows a bus turning at the junction and encroaching into the shared surface area assigned as the 
safe route for pedestrians. 

Figure 3.4  Bus Manoeuvring at Pound Corner 
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3.13 The predicted vehicle swept path for a Double Decker Bus turning at the junction has been 
generated using the engineering design package AUTOTRACK. The output of this exercise for 
both movements, turning into and from Old Vicarage Lane, is detailed in Figure 3.4 below. To 
mirror the site condition, the Swept Path has been tracked with a Double Decker Bus, as this is the 
largest public service vehicle expected to use Pound Corner. 

Figure 3.5  Swept Path for Double Decker Bus at Pound Corner turning out and in Old 

Vicarage Lane 

 

 
 

3.14 Figure 3.6 summarise the total number of buses recorded over the AM peak (07:00am – 10:00am) 
and PM peak (16:00pm – 19:00pm) periods of time at Pound Corner. 

 

Figure 3.6  The total bus flows during the AM peak and PM peak at Pound Corner 

  
 

3.15 These results show that for the bus to be able to manoeuvre at the junction without encroaching 
into the shared ‘buff’ coloured pedestrian walking area there is a need to encroach into the 
opposing traffic lane. This indicates that both a bus and another vehicle could not manoeuvre at the 
junction simultaneously.  
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Lack of footway at junction 

3.16 The shared area around the junction of Pound Corner is only wide enough for a parent with a 
child/pushchair walking in one direction as shown in Figure 3.7 below. The narrow footway would 
not provide enough space for another pedestrian to pass without encroaching into the carriageway. 

3.17 In addition, larger vehicles manoeuvring at the junction create a hazard for pedestrians using the 
shared area at the junction as they use most of the carriageway available while manoeuvring and 
are also likely to overrun the shared area. 

Figure 3.7  Narrow shared pedestrian / vehicle area 

 
 

Road widths 

3.18 SBC adoptable highway design guidance recommends for a Major Access Road (MaAR) a 
minimum carriageway width of 5.5m for two-way traffic. This is referenced from ‘DB32’ and also in 
the latest DfT guidance ‘Manual for Streets’. Furthermore, it states that the carriageway should be 
wider around tight bends to cater for larger vehicles turning movements. The bend on Old Vicarage 
Lane has a radius of approximately 20m which would require an additional 0.6m.of width.  The 
overall carriageway width at this location would therefore need to be 6.1m. 

3.19 Road widths were measured throughout the village during a site visit undertaken by the JMP 
project team on 16th December 2009. All three main roads mainly had road widths between 5.5m – 
6.0m wide. At some sections, Thornhill Road and Highworth Road widen up to 6.2m and 6.8m 
respectively. Highworth Road and Old Vicarage Lane also have narrower sections, where the 
overall road width reduced to 5.0m and 4.8m respectively. At the location where Highworth Road 
and Thornhill Road meet at Pound Corner junction the road was recorded as 6.0m wide. 

3.20 Old Vicarage Lane narrows in width on the approach to Pound Corner, reducing down to 5.0m. 
Figure 3.8 overleaf shows the instance of a car and a bus passing at the location of the left-hand, 
resulting in the car having to mount the footway to allow the bus to pass. 
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Figure 3.8  Car overrunning the footway 

   
 

3.21 Manor Farm Road runs between Thornhill Road and Old Vicarage Lane, south of the village. Part 
of the road, between Thornhill Road and the Morses Barn House has been adopted as highway. 
The remaining part of Manor Farm Road, between the Morses Barn House and Old Vicarage Hotel 
is private. The road width was on average 3.0m which would not allow two vehicles to pass.  

Street lighting 

3.22 Pound Corner, as well as the main routes within the village are lit by lighting columns located at 
various intervals.. Outside the village boundary the street lighting provision is limited.  

Blind corners 

3.23 The narrow road widths recorded in the village and road alignments result in the formation of ‘blind 
corners’. In addition, gaps in the continuity of footways or their reduced width over some sections 
creates an additional risk. The SMPC Traffic Group has identified the following ‘bends’ within the 
village as being of most concern:-: 

• On Thornhill Road, the bend outside Thornhill Industrial Estate, where very limited footway 
is provided on the south-east corner of the bend;  

• On Old Vicarage Lane, between Chapel Lane and Church Farm Lane, where a footway is 
only provided on the southern corner of the bend.  

• Highworth Road at the northern end of the village where the road is too narrow to 
accommodate two way movements and where traffic must give way at some of the wider 
passing places.  

3.24 These ‘blind corners’ together with gaps in footway provision have the effect of reducing vehicle 
speeds and mean there is very little horizontal separation with residential frontages.  

Gaps in footway provision 

3.25 Throughout the village there are ‘gaps’ in footway provision. This includes sections of missing 
footway, footway of sub-standard width and footways alternating between two sides of the road. 
Drawing number T108838-EX-01, included in Appendix A, shows the areas where footways are 
provided within the village. 
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3.26 The lack of footway between the bend outside Thornhill Road Industrial Estate and Ash Gardens 
creates a significant hazard as the bend is a blind bend and no grass verges are available for 
pedestrians. Pedestrians have no choice but to walk in the carriageway. This is a key route used by 
pedestrians walking to Keypoint Industrial Estate or the Sainsbury superstore accessed directly 
from the A420 to the south of the village. This is shown in Figure 3.9 below.  

3.27 Residents have requested that any proposals to provide a footway should not remove the 
hedgerows as this screens the view of the Thornhill Industrial Estate. 

Figure 3.9 Lack of footway on Thornhill Road 

 
 

Accessibility Issues 

3.28 An ‘inclusive’ pedestrian environment is important in ensuring that local attractors such as the 
village hall, pub and school can be reached safely and easily on foot and that barriers to movement 
are reduced. Although inclusive design normally refers to those with disabilities, designs that satisfy 
their requirements also meet the needs of many other people. For instance, those who are 
travelling with small children or are carrying luggage or heavy shopping will all benefit from an 
accessible environment, as will people with temporary mobility problems (e.g. a leg in plaster) and 
many older people. 

3.29 Within South Marston Village, the main barriers to ‘inclusive’ movement are associated with, the 
lack of dropped kerbs (level or flush access is desirable for the majority of wheelchair users) on 
some key pedestrian routes, the intermittent provision of tactile paving which assists the mobility 
impaired and footway widths which should be 1.5m in width allowing sufficient space for a 
wheelchair user and a walker to pass one another. Footway provision outside the school is 
particularly important as children and parents congregate in these areas at opening and closing 

times..  

Thornhill Road, 
looking south 

Thornhill Road, 
looking north 
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Figure 3.10  Typical junction layout showing a lack of dropped Kerbs & lack of tactile paving 

  
 

Traffic Speeds through Village 

3.30 The enforceable speed limit for the village is 30mph. A speed survey was commissioned by South 
Marston Parish Council on November 2008. The surveys were carried out within the 30mph zone 
over a 7 day period, for 24 hours a day at the following sites: 

• Old Vicarage Lane, outside the Primary School; 

• Thornhill Road, outside Dryden House; and 

• Highworth Road, north of Greenfields. 

3.31 The results, representing an average speeds recorded show that the average speed on Old 
Vicarage Lane, in both directions was 23mph with a lowest speed recorded of 18mph. The highest 
speed recorded was 28mph in the northbound direction and 33mph in the southbound direction. 
This suggests that the existing traffic calming measures have been effective in reducing vehicle 
speeds outside the schools. Notably the speed throughout the day were fairly consistent.  

3.32 The average speed on Thornhill Road was 28 – 29mph, with a low of 18mph and high of 48mph for 
both directions. Between 8pm - 8am the speeds were highest and predominately over 30mph and 
between 8am - 8pm the speed was predominately less than 30mph. 

3.33 On Highworth Road the average speeds in both directions were between 26 - 27mph with slightly 
higher speeds recorded for vehicles exiting the village northbound. As with Thornhill Road traffic 
speeds were predominately over 30mph between 8pm and 8am and less than 30mph between 
8am – 8pm. 

3.34 Overall the surveys suggest that vehicles are not travelling above the speed limit (30mph) during 
the day between 8am – 8pm, however speeds are not considered low enough to accommodate a 
20mph zone without further traffic calming measures in place.. Specifically a consultation is being 
held by the Department for Transport (DfT) to update the guidance on setting local speed limits.  

Other Issues 

3.35 Through discussions with local residents and a subsequent site visit the following additional issues 
have been established.  
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• Visitors to the hotel and service vehicles are currently directed by satellite navigation systems 
through the village. It was felt that more could be done to direct visitors via the A420/ Vicarage 
Lane rather than Keypoint / Thornhill Road. This would avoid the need to travel through the 
village; 

• There was a general consensus that the A420 / Old Vicarage Lane junction is considered to be 
dangerous, particularly for vehicles wishing to turn right onto the A420 towards Swindon Town 
Centre. This was as a result of inadequate driver visibility and the high speeds and volume of 
traffic recorded on the A420; 

• Comments have also been received on the lack of waiting and loading facilities outside the 
Village Hall and the difficulty in merging onto Old Vicarage Lane from Chapel Lane because of 
poor visibility to both the left and right; 

• Overall carriageway widths are on occasions restricted by the presence of parked cars outside 
and opposite the Carrier Arms. At busy periods, the pub car park has inadequate capacity to 
cater for customers which lead to on street parking on Highworth Road; 

• Residents commented that as the neighbouring Keypoint and South Marston Industrial Estates 
have developed, there is an increasing incidence of large delivery vehicles becoming ‘stranded’ 
in the village whilst following satellite navigation systems. It was noted that this happens on an 
almost daily basis; 

• Residents are concerned about the noise levels generated as traffic negotiates the traffic hump 
outside Jasmine Cottages. Some residents have enquired about the cost of having such a 
facility removed; and 

• There was some discussion as to whether the gateway to the village was in the correct 
position. Some suggested that it should be moved back to the Keypoint roundabout with a 
corresponding drop in the speed limit to deter traffic. Others thought Oxleaze Farm and 
Wythburn were more suitable locations. 

 

3.36 It should also be noted that the Village Strategy considered the closure of Highworth Road within 
the context of an expanded village. However traffic surveys have revealed low levels of traffic 
routing through the village and therefore this option has not been considered in detail at this stage. 
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4 Optioneering of Existing Issues 

General 

4.1 Following an assessment of the current situation, within the village a number of alternative 
proposals are presented that seek to provide suitable solutions. 

4.2 An indicative scheme cost estimate has been prepared for each solution and is included at the end 
of each solution description. 

Pound Corner  

The objective of these options is to improve the safety of Pound Corner for all users 

Option 1: Signalisation 

4.3 A review has been undertaken to assess the signalisation of Pound Corner. Following standards 
and recommendations given in the ‘Swindon Design Guidance’, The DfT's ‘Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges’ and ‘Manual for Streets’ it is concluded that it is not possible to install traffic 
signals at the junction without a need for third party land at the junction. 

4.4 Along Highworth Road, approximately 25m north of the junction, the road width reduces to 4.7m, 
including 1.0m of shared surface. To cater for queuing vehicles from a stop line and to allow 
opposing vehicles to pass, the road width would need to be a minimum of 5.5m and a footway 
would also be required. Design guidelines and standards from SBC recommends a 2.0m footway 
should be provided, although latest guidance from DfT Document ‘Inclusive Mobility – A Guide to 
Best Practice on Access to Pedestrian and Transport Infrastructure’ shows that a reduced footway 
width of 1.5m could be regarded as the minimum, giving sufficient space for a wheelchair user / 
parent with a pushchair and a walker to pass one another. It also notes that the absolute minimum, 
where there is an obstacle is 1.0m and this should be restricted to a maximum length of 6.0m. 

4.5 Using 1.5m as a minimum footway and 5.5m as a minimum carriageway the total width required 
would be 7.0m. This would require an acquisition of small parcels of third party land including 
boundary walls and frontages from the adjoining properties at the junction. This is also the case on 
Old Vicarage Lane and Thornhill Road where third party frontage land take would also be 
necessary. 

4.6 A signalisation scheme has been designed which is fully compliant with design standards, including 
Swindon Design Guidance and DMRB. The proposed layout is shown on drawing number 
T108838, included in Appendix B. 

4.7 The junction has been designed to accommodate a double-decked bus manoeuvring between 
Thornhill Road and Old Vicarage Lane and for a medium sized refuse vehicle to manoeuvre 
through all arms of the junction. These swept paths together with the existing access points to 
driveways in the vicinity of the junction have been used to position the stop lines on each arm. 

4.8 Under this option, the existing traffic calming measures and shared use brick paved areas would be 
removed and dedicated push button crossing facilities would be provided across the Old Vicarage 
Lane and Highworth Road arms. This would allow pedestrian movements to be more controlled in 
nature, than the current informal arrangements which currently exist at the junction. In addition, 
1.5m wide footways would be provided along the southern side of Old Vicarage Lane, eastern side 
of Thornhill Road and around the northeast corner of the junction. The footway on the west side of 
Highworth Road would be extended to the new signalised crossing point on the Highworth Road 
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arm. The widening of the carriageway and introduction of footways would require land take from 
neighbouring properties. 

4.9 In order to achieve adequate suitable intervisibility at the junction, the area between the north-east 
kerbline at the junction and the property would need to be kept clear of vertical obstacles. In 
addition, at the south-east corner of the junction further land would be required to keep the visibility 
zone clear of obstructions. 

4.10 The forward visibility on the approach to the signals is a measure of vehicle Stopping Sight 
Distance (SSD). Referring to the Manual for Streets (supersedes DB32) the SSD for a 30mph road 
is 43m which can be achieved on all arms at the junction. In addition, traffic speeds are likely to be 
less than 30mph in the immediate vicinity of the junction. This is due to traffic calming features that 
exist on all approaches, and allows the forward visibility to be reduced further. 

4.11 No designated cycling facilities are proposed at the junction or along any of the approaches as the 
design road widths are not of sufficient width to cater for them. To provide on-road designated 
cycling lanes would require the carriageway to be extended by a further 1.2m on each side.  

4.12 The cost estimate for signalisation of the junction is £200,000, inclusive of preliminaries, 
contingencies, traffic management and site supervision costs. Nominal figures for the diversion of 
statutory undertaker’s works and land take have been provided, although these figures could vary 
considerably. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in Appendix C. 

4.13 Although the signalisation of Pound Corner would provide improve safety for pedestrians and 
vehicular traffic, the extent of third-party land-take and the overall scheme cost are likely to be 
barriers to implementation. Furthermore, the signalisation of the junction has previously been 
considered by the South Marston Village Strategy and was perceived as being an unpopular 
measure because of the potential visual impact of signals and queuing traffic on neighbouring 
properties Benefits of this scheme (although not quantified) could be an reduction in through traffic 
as this would increase journey times for those travelling between Highworth / A361 and the A420.  

Option 2: Junction Widening 

4.14 Option 2 would require the corner radii at Pound Corner to be widened to 10.0m to improve 
visibility at the junction. This would allow a double-decker bus to manoeuvre at the junction without 
encroaching into the opposing traffic lane. In addition, improving visibility would improve safety at 
the junction. 

4.15 The proposed layout is shown on drawing number T108838-PR-02, included in Appendix B. 

4.16 Widening the junction would allow vehicles to enter and exit the junction safely, including larger 
vehicles such as buses or a refuse vehicle. Footways would be provided on both sides of the 
junction with a minimum footway width of 1.5m. On the south east side of the junction, the footway 
would connect with the existing footways on Old Vicarage Lane and Thornhill Road. On the 
northeast corner of the junction, a footway would link the eastbound bus stop on Old Vicarage Lane 
to a point opposite the existing footway on the west side of Highworth Road.  

4.17 Further South, at the ‘bend’ on Old Vicarage Lane, between Chapel Lane and Church Farm Lane, 
the footway would be widened to a minimum of 1.5m. In addition the verge on the northeast side of 
the bend would be cutback to widen the carriageway to 6.1m at this point. This would allow two 
vehicles to pass each other on the bend. 
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4.18 Carriageway widening is also proposed along the north side of old Vicarage Lane between Chapel 
Lane and Pound Corner to ensure a minimum carriageway width of 5.5m is provided. 

4.19 Widening of Pound Corner and the introduction of footways either side of Old Vicarage Lane would 
require land take from the frontages around the junction. In particular, 51.6m2 of land would be 
required from Dryden Cottage and the neighbouring hall on the south-east corner of and 4.6m2 
from No.1 Highworth Road on the north-east corner. The cost estimate for widening of Pound 
Corner is £150,000, inclusive of preliminaries, contingencies, traffic management and site 
supervision costs. Nominal figures for diversion of statutory undertaker’s works and land take have 
been provided, although these figures could vary considerably. A breakdown of the cost estimate is 
included in Appendix C. 

4.20 The widening of Pound Corner would improve visibility and allow vehicles to manoeuvre at the 
junction without conflicting with other movements. In addition, introducing footways would provide 
increased awareness of pedestrians and improve safety at the junction. 

4.21 This option would generate similar benefits to Option 1 but without the journey time disbenefits to 
local residents. The extent of third-party land-take and the overall scheme cost are likely to be 
barriers to implementation 

Option 3: Re-alignment 

4.22 Option 3 would require the realignment of Pound Corner to ensure adequate visibility is provided at 
the junction. This would improve safety ensuring the junction meets the guidance set out in ‘Manual 
for Streets’. 

4.23 The proposed layout is shown on drawing number T108838-PR-03, included in Appendix B. 

4.24 The realignment of Pound Corner provides an improvement to the turning radii at the junction, 
increasing the minimum corner radii to 6.0m. This would ensure that all visibility requirements are 
met but double decker buses will still need to encroach into oncoming traffic lanes in order to turn. 
The low number of buses that use the junction daily (10 in total for both directions) indicates that 
this would not be a significant problem and would only result in minor delays for buses having to 
wait for the junction to clear.  

4.25 To improve visibility to the left out of Old Vicarage Lane, the hedge outside Dryden Cottage would 
need to be cutback. In addition, the hedge along the north-east corner of the junction would need to 
be removed. This would need to be replaced with either a narrower hedge or wall to provide 
segregation between the highway boundary and the property at No.1 Highworth Road. 

4.26 The existing arrangement regarding shared surfacing around Pound Corner would be retained and 
amended where appropriate to follow the proposed kerbline and would therefore not address 
issues of pedestrian safety at the apex of the junction. However the existing footway on the 
northern side of Old Vicarage Lane would be widened to a minimum of 1.5m. 

4.27 At the ‘bend’ on Old Vicarage Lane, between Chapel Lane and Church Farm Lane, the footway 
would be widened to a minimum of 1.5m. In addition, the verge on the northeast side of the bend 
would be cutback to widen the carriageway to 6.1m at this point. This would allow two vehicles to 
pass each other on the bend. 

4.28 Carriageway widening is also proposed along the north side of Old Vicarage Lane between Chapel 
Lane and Pound Corner to ensure a minimum carriageway width of 5.5m is provided. 



 

     

Page Job No Report No Issue no Report Name 

38 T108838   3 Swindon EDA - South Marston SPD 
Transport & Traffic Working Paper 

 

4.29 The cost estimate for the re-alignment of Pound Corner is £66,000, inclusive of preliminaries, 
contingencies, traffic management and site supervision costs. Nominal figures for diversion of 
statutory undertaker’s works and land take have been provided, although these figures could vary 
considerably. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in Appendix C. 

4.30 Realignment of the junction is the cheapest of the five options with minor land take required as the 
majority of the widening can be facilitated through cutbacks to verges and footways within highway 
land. The visibility is improved to ensure it meets with current guidelines and the turning radii at the 
corners are improved. The scheme does not, however, allow large vehicles such as buses to 
manoeuvre un-opposed at the junction. This is regarded as a minor issue due to the generally low 
numbers of large vehicles recorded at the junction. 

Option 4: Footway on south side of Pound Corner only 

4.31 Option 4 proposes to re-distribute the road space to provide a continuous 1.5m footway along the 
southern side of Old Vicarage Lane through the south east side of Pound Corner. The proposed 
layout is illustrated on drawing number T108838-PR-04, included in Appendix B. 

4.32 The proposed footway would provide a continuous link between the existing footway on Old 
Vicarage Road and along Thornhill Road. In addition visibility would be improved at the junction. 

4.33 A short section of footway is also proposed on the eastern side of Highworth Road, providing a link 
to the existing footway on the west side of Highworth Road. This will require a road narrowing to be 
introduced, requiring vehicles to give way at this point, with priority given to northbound traffic. 

4.34 At the ‘bend’ on Old Vicarage Lane between Chapel Lane and Church Farm Lane the footway 
would be widened to a minimum of 1.5m. In addition, the verge on the northeast side of the bend 
would be cutback to widen the carriageway to 6.1m at this point. This will allow two vehicles to 
pass each other on the bend. 

4.35 Carriageway widening is also proposed along the north side of old Vicarage Lane between Chapel 
Lane and Pound Corner to ensure a minimum carriageway width of 5.5m is achieved. This will 
require the footway on the northern side of Old Vicarage Lane to be cutback and the existing 
eastbound bus stop to be relocated 20m to the east. 

4.36 The corner radius would be increased to 6.0m to improve vehicle turning movements at the 
junction. This will require a small section of the wall to be relocated by the south-east corner of the 
junction at Dryden Cottage. The wall would be relocated by 0.3m at its furthest point, requiring a 
total of 1m2 land take. The hedge on the northeast corner of the junction would need to removed 
and re-planted at the back of the proposed footway. 

4.37 Finally, the shared surface on the southern side of Thornhill Road between the start of the 
recreational footpath and Pound Corner would be replaced with a 1.5m footway. This could be 
accommodated within the existing highway boundary but would require the removal and relocation 
of the hedge outside Dryden Cottages as part of the hedge currently encroaches onto the proposed 
footway area 

4.38 The cost estimate for the introduction of footway on the south-east corner of Pound Corner is 
£90,000, inclusive of preliminaries, contingencies, traffic management and site supervision costs. 
Nominal figures for diversion of statutory undertaker’s works and land take have been provided, 
although these figures could vary considerably. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in 
Appendix C. 
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Option 5: Footway on north side of Pound Corner only 

4.39 Option 5 is similar in concept to Option 4 but involves re-distributing the road space to provide a 
continuous 1.5m footway around the north-east corner of Pound Corner. The proposed layout is 
illustrated on drawing number T108838-PR-05, included in Appendix B. 

4.40 This is likely to be particularly beneficial for residents who live on the Highworth Road side of the 
village who wish to access the school or village hall since this is the most convenient walking 
routes. In addition, visibility would be greatly improved at the junction. Providing footway on the 
eastern side of Highworth Road would require a road narrowing to be introduced, requiring vehicles 
to give way at this point with priority given to northbound traffic. 

4.41 At the ‘bend’ on Old Vicarage Lane between Chapel Lane and Church Farm Lane the footway 
would be widened to a minimum of 1.5m. In addition, the verge on the northeast side of the bend 
would need to be cutback to widen the carriageway to 6.1m at this point. This will allow two 
vehicles to pass each other on the bend. 

4.42 Carriageway widening would also be required along the south side of Old Vicarage Lane between 
Chapel Lane and Pound Corner to ensure a minimum carriageway width of 5.5m is provided. This 
will require the verge on the southern side of Old Vicarage Lane to be reduced to 0.5m. 

4.43 The corner radius would be increased to 6.0m to improve vehicle turning movements at the 
junction. This will require a small section of the wall to be relocated by the south-east corner of the 
junction at Dryden Cottage. The wall would be relocated by 0.3m at its furthest point, requiring a 
total of 1m2 land take. The hedge on the northeast corner of the junction would need to removed 
and replanted at the back of the proposed footway. 

4.44 The existing shared footway on the south-east corner of Pound Corner would be retained, although 
slightly relocated where the corner radius is increased and the verge cutback is implemented. 

4.45 Finally, the shared surface on the southern side of Thornhill Road between the start of the 
recreational footpath and Pound Corner would be replaced with a 1.5m footway. This could be 
accommodated within the existing highway boundary but would require the removal and relocation 
of the hedge outside Dryden Cottages as part of the hedge currently encroaches onto the proposed 
footway area. 

4.46 The cost estimate for the introduction of footway on the north-east corner of Pound Corner is 
£73,000, inclusive of preliminaries, contingencies, traffic management and site supervision costs. 
Nominal figures for diversion of statutory undertaker’s works and land take have been provided, 
although these figures could vary considerably. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in 
Appendix C. 

Options for reducing traffic speeds 

Objective: To reduce the speed of vehicles in the village and deter through movements 

General 

4.47 The types and description of various alternative traffic calming features are shown in Appendix D. A 
typical cost for the implementation of each measure is also provided as a guide. 

Option 6A: 20mph Zone 

4.48 Option 6A proposes to introduce a 20mph zone within the existing village boundary (the Highworth 
Road chicane to the north) and a 30mph limit from the existing village boundary to the A420 in the 
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south and towards Supermarine Drive in the north. This would mean that the approach roads to the 
village from the A420 in the south and Highworth Road in the north would be a mixture of 30mph 
and 20mph speed limits as opposed to the current national speed limit and 30mph speed limits. 

4.49  The proposals are illustrated on drawing number T108838-PR-06A, included in Appendix B. 

4.50 Under these proposals the gateway to the village on Thornhill Road would be relocated further 
south to a point just to the north of the Keypoint Roundabout. The gateway located on Old Vicarage 
Lane would be located further south to a point north of the A420 and the gateway on Highworth 
Road would be retained in its existing position. The design of the gateways would be discussed 
with the Parish Council and would be provided to indicate a change of environment and restrictive 
speed limit. An example of a gateway used in the village of Latton is shown in Figure 4.1. This 
scheme was commissioned by Latton Parish Council with contributions from a local developer. 

Figure 4.1  Example Gateway  

 

Source: TRL Report TRL641 ‘Psychological’ traffic calming 

4.51 Introduction of the 20mph zone throughout the village would improve safety, especially around the 
bends to the north of the village along Highworth Road and the bends to the south along Thornhill 
Road where poor visibility is an issue. Introduction of the zone would also discourage rat-running 
through the village as vehicles may find it quicker to use alternative routes. 

4.52 Further benefits of 20 mph schemes include quality of life and community benefits and supporting 
more sustainable transport modes such as walking and cycling. There may also be environmental 
benefits, as generally driving more slowly at a steady pace will save fuel and carbon dioxide 
emissions unless an unnecessarily low gear is used. 

4.53 There are two methods of introducing 20 mph schemes: 20 mph zones, which require traffic 
calming measures at regular intervals as well as specific terminal signs at the start and end of the 
zone; and 20 mph limits which are signed with terminal and regular repeater signs, but which do 
not require traffic calming measures. Under current Department for Transport guidance 20 mph 
limits without traffic calming are only recommended for individual streets. However DfT are 
currently undergoing a consultation to highways authorities and other road safety organisations 
with proposals for updated guidance on setting local speed limits. The consultation on the Road 
Safety Strategy sets out the aims of tackling pedestrian casualties and reducing the risks for road 
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users on rural single carriageway roads. This includes proposals to update the advice on 20 mph 
limits. The proposed changes on 20mph zones include: 

• To encourage highway authorities to introduce, over time, 20 mph zones or limits into 
streets which are primarily residential in nature and into town or city streets where 
pedestrian and cyclist movements are high, such as around schools, shops, markets, 
playgrounds and other areas, where these are not part of any major through route. 

• To make it clearer that highway authorities have flexibility in the use of 20 mph zones and 
limits, and should apply the option best suited to the local circumstances and that brings 
most benefits in terms of casualty reductions and wider community benefits.  

• To draw attention to the initial evidence from the trial of wide area signed-only 20mph limits 
in Portsmouth, and to make clear that 20 mph limits over a number of roads may be 
appropriate elsewhere.  

• To consider the requirements for calming measures in 20 mph zones as part of the DfT’s 
Traffic Signs Policy Review, which was announced in September 2008. In exceptional 
cases, the Department could also look at giving special authorisation for the use of 20 mph 
repeater signs, including with accompanying painted roundels, instead of calming 
measures, on individual streets with low average speeds within a 20 mph zone. Decisions 
will, however, be made on a case by case basis.  

4.54 The guidance currently under consultation by the DfT states that if a wider area is being considered 
for a 20 mph zone, but contains small individual roads or stretches of road where average speeds 
are already so low that a signed-only limit would be appropriate to achieve compliance, DfT would 
recommend including these roads as part of the zone but using the available lighter touch traffic 
calming measures, such as overrun areas rather than more substantive engineering measures. 

4.55 This indicates that these lighter touch traffic calming measures could be introduced on side roads 
within the village to support the 20mph zone. However, it is recommended that additional traffic 
calming measures are introduced on the Old Vicarage Lane, Highworth Road and Thornhill Road 
approaches to the village (as shown in drawing T108838-PR-06A) in order to supplement existing 
traffic calming since speed surveys indicate that average speeds on these roads are approaching 
30mph. The proposed traffic calming measures are described in the following paragraphs. 

4.56 Along Thornhill Road at the start of the 20mph zone (at location of existing gateway), it is proposed 
to introduce a chicane with priority for southbound vehicles exiting the village. In addition, on the 
‘bend’ outside Thornhill Industrial Estate a rippleprint textured surface would be introduced. This 
uses new profiled road surfacing technology that creates noise and vibration inside a vehicle as it 
travels over the surface, with minimal disturbance to its surroundings. The existing traffic calming 
measures would be suitable to maintain vehicle speeds through the remaining part of Thornhill 
Road to within the 20mph limit. 

4.57 Along Old Vicarage Lane, between the proposed gateway north of A420 and the start of the 20mph 
zone, it is proposed to introduce textured white lines either side of the carriageway and remove the 
centre line in sections where it exists. This will create a feeling of road narrowing without physically 
reducing the carriageway width, thereby promoting lower speeds. In addition, a chicane with 
southbound priority is proposed at the entrance to the 20mph zone. The existing traffic calming 
measures that exist on Old Vicarage Lane would be suitable to reduce speeds throughout the 
remaining length of road. 
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4.58 Along Thornhill Road it is proposed to implement a chicane at a point approximately 80m north of 
the junction with Quarrybrook Close. In the area between the proposed chicane and Pound Corner, 
no traffic calming measures are proposed as the road has lots of curvature which would naturally 
slow vehicles through this section. 

4.59 The estimated cost of introducing a 20mph zone throughout the whole village and relocating the 
existing gateways would be £130,000. Costs have been estimated based on the traffic calming 
table included in Appendix D. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in Appendix C. 

Option 6B: 20mph Zone 

4.60 Option 6B follows the same principles as Option 6A, except the 20mph zone is only proposed for 
the residential sections of the village which are currently subject to a 30mph limit. The proposed 
layout is illustrated on drawing number T108838-PR-06B, included in Appendix B. 

4.61 Using a smaller area for the 20mph zone would not provide the same benefits as the larger area. 
However it would be more cost effective to implement and would still assist in reducing vehicle 
speeds close to key village destinations such as the primary school and at the Pound Corner 
Junction within the village. 

4.62 The estimated cost of introducing a 20mph zone around the residential sections of the village 
would be £110,000. Costs have been estimated based on the traffic calming table included in 
Appendix D. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in Appendix C. 

Improvements to Footway Provision 

Objective: To reduce gaps in footway provision and improve the walking environment within 
the village 

Option 7 

4.63 Option 7 proposes the introduction of new footway and the widening of the existing footway 
throughout South Marston village. The proposed layout is illustrated on drawing number T108838-
PR-07, included in Appendix B. 

4.64 It is proposed to provide a footway on the eastern side of Thornhill Road to connect the small 
stretch of footway on the bend outside Thornhill Industrial Estate and the footway on Thornhill 
Road south of Ash Gardens. Providing footway through this section will significantly improve 
pedestrian safety where there is no current footway provision. This would provide a continuous 
pedestrian footway between the village and Keypoint / the Sainsbury superstore adjacent to the 
A420. 

4.65 The study has already considered a number of highway improvement options in the vicinity of the 
Pound Corner junction, namely Options 1, 2 and 3. 

4.66 At the ‘bend’ on Old Vicarage Lane, between Chapel Lane and Church Farm Lane, the footway is 
proposed to be widened to a minimum of 1.5m. In addition, the verge on the north eastern side of 
the bend is proposed to be cutback to widen the carriageway to 6.1m at this point. This will allow 
two vehicles to pass each other on the bend. Widening the footway to a minimum of 1.5m would 
allow sufficient space for a wheelchair user / parent with a pushchair and a walker to pass one 
another. 

4.67 A new footway is proposed on the west side of Old Vicarage Lane between the South Marston 
Hotel and the existing footway outside the primary school. At present, the footway is provided on 
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the east side of Old Vicarage Lane through this section, however it was identified that key 
pedestrian movements are to the gym and crèche facilities at the South Marston Hotel. Providing 
footways on the west side would provide a safe pedestrian route for between the school and hotel 
and would remove the need to cross the road twice. It is also proposed to introduce footway on the 
east side of Old Vicarage Lane, between where the footway ends opposite South Marston Hotel up 
to the residential properties further south along Old Vicarage Lane. At present anyone living in 
these properties have no designated footway adjacent to their properties. 

4.68 The estimated cost of introducing additional footway and widening on Old Vicarage Lane would be 
£190,000, inclusive of preliminaries, contingencies, traffic management and site supervision costs. 
The costs are exclusive of footway improvements at Pound Corner, which are included within the 
junction costs for Options 1, 2 and 3. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in Appendix C. 

Accessibility for All to Village 'Destinations' 

Option 8 

4.69 Option 8 proposes improvements to the accessibility of the existing and proposed footways in 
South Marston. The proposed layout is illustrated on drawing number T108838-PR-08, included in 
Appendix B. 

4.70 Under these proposals, dropped kerbs with tactile paving would be introduced at locations revealed 
by the site audit as not meeting current design guidance. The introduction of dropped kerbs would 
make footways more accessible for wheelchair users and parents with buggies. At present, these 
users have to negotiate a kerb up-stand to cross at certain points within the village. 

4.71 Introducing tactile paving would convey important information to visually impaired pedestrians 
about their environment, for example, hazard warning, directional guidance, or the presence of an 
amenity. Research has determined that visually impaired people can reliably detect, distinguish 
and remember a limited number of different tactile paving surfaces and the distinct meanings 
assigned to them. 

4.72 The estimated cost of introducing dropped kerbs and tactile paving for ‘missing locations’ would be 
£11,000, inclusive of preliminaries, contingencies, traffic management and site supervision costs. 
The costs are exclusive of dropped kerbs and tactile paving at Pound Corner, which are included 
within the junction costs for Options 1, 2 and 3. A breakdown of the cost estimate is included in 
Appendix C. 
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Conclusions and Recommendations 

Conclusions 

4.73 JMP have undertaken a comprehensive study of the highway and traffic related issues within South 
Marston which has involved reviewing the 2007 Village Strategy, commissioning additional traffic 
surveys, conducting detailed site audits and consulting with the SMPC Traffic Group. The 
commentary provided in this report refers to existing traffic conditions only.  

4.74 Future year assessments associated with the growth of the village and development of the Eastern 
Development Area will be the subject of a separate study once further work has been conducted by 
New Masterplanning. 

4.75 The study has identified the following traffic issues:- 

• Pedestrian and vehicular conflict at Pound Corner arising from narrow carriageway widths and 
discontinuous footway provision 

• Gaps in footway provision particularly on the outskirts of the village and at Pound Corner 

• Gaps in the provision of inclusive design features on footways such as dropped kerbs and 
tactile paving 

4.76 Residents have also raised concerns regarding vehicle speeds and the level of through or ‘rat 
running’ traffic in the village.  However, speed surveys indicate that average speeds fall within the 
prescribed 30mph limit within the village. Traffic flow data indicates that through traffic whilst being 
present in the village is relatively low and currently relates to approximately 1 vehicle every 1.5 
minutes in each direction on Thornhill Road during peak hours. 

4.77 Notwithstanding this, it would appear that the lack of physical separation between pedestrian and 
vehicle traffic (as highlighted by narrow footways or gaps in footway provision) gives rise to the 
perception that traffic speeds and volumes are higher than they are actually are.  

4.78 For these reasons, we have also considered measures to reduce traffic speeds and deter through 
traffic by introducing a 20mph zone in the village.  
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Recommendations 

 

Pound Corner 

 

4.79 Five options were considered to address the traffic problems identified at Pound Corner and are 
summarised in Table 4.1  

4.80 Option 1 – Signalisation, is not recommended because of the land take required, the visual impact 
of the signals and because the junction has adequate capacity as a priority junction.  

4.81 Option 2 – Junction Widening would provide the most comprehensive safety solution by providing 
footways on the northern and southern sides of the junction. However the extent of the land take 
required would be a barrier to implementation.  

4.82 Option 3 – Realignment would provide some turning movement benefits to vehicular traffic but 
would only provide a limited benefit to pedestrians as. there would be insufficient space to provide 
a continuous 1.5m footway width to the mouth of the junction. Pedestrians would be unlikely to 
derive much additional benefit and it is not recommended that this option be taken forward unless 
Options 4 and 5 below (which involve a very small amount of land take) cannot be accommodated. 

4.83 Options 4 and 5 are variations of the same theme and take a pragmatic approach, which is to 
provide a continuous 1.5m wide footway to the mouth of the junction but without the need for 
significant land take from fronting properties. Consequently, Option 4 would provide a footway on 
the southern side, whilst Option 5 would provide a footway on the northern side. As residents 
have indicated that the lack of footway provision between the school and Highworth Road is of the 
greatest concern (because of the lack of suitable alternative walking routes), it is recommended 
that this option be taken forward for further consideration. 

Other measures 

4.84 On the basis that the study has identified no inherent problems with vehicle speeds through the 
village through both vehicle surveys and the assessment of accidents, it would be recommended 
that the measures identified for Pound Corner be taken forward with the highest level of priority.  

4.85 Other complimentary measures that this report has assessed and which are recommended for 
further consideration include the:- 

• Introduction of a 20mph zone as identified by Option 6A – 20mph Zone (Extended Zone) in 
order to further control vehicle speeds within the village and deter through traffic. The extended 
zone would also have the benefit of encompassing any redevelopment associated with Crown 
Timber / Thornhill Industrial Estate.  

• Footway Improvements to reduce gaps in provision within the village as shown in Option 7 

• Accessibility Improvements for the mobility impaired (Option 8) which ideally would be 
undertaken in conjunction with Option 7. 

 



 

     

Page Job No Report No Issue no Report Name 

46 T108838   3 Swindon EDA - South Marston SPD 
Transport & Traffic Working Paper 

 

Summary of options 

4.86 Table 4.1 shows a summary for each Pound Corner option, listing their benefits and disadvantages, together with the cost estimate for each scheme. 

Table 4.1  Summary of Pound Corner Options 

Option Description 1.5m Pedestrian 
footway provided 

Safe vehicle 
turning 

manoeuvre 

Width sufficient to 
allow vehicles to 
pass another 

Advantage Disadvantages Cost 
Estimate 

(£) 

Option 1 Signalisation 

 

               √ √                  √ - Improve visibility at junction; 
- Improve pedestrian safety and amenities through 
footway on both sides of junction and signalised 
crossing facilities; 
- Allow all vehicles to manoeuvre without 
encroaching in opposing traffic lane. 
 

- Large land take required from properties around junction to 
provide adequate intervisibility zone; 
- Removal of hedge row on north-east corner; 
- Removal of wall at No. 3 Highworth Road; 
- Relocation of wall at Dryden Cottage; 
- Expensive to implement; 
- Environmental issues such as increased noise from signal 
crossings and vehicles braking, increased exhaust fumes 
from vehicles queuing at stop lines and light pollution from the 
signal poles. 

£200k 

Option 2 Junction widening                √ √ Yes: Old Vicarage 
Lane  
Yes: Thornhill Rd 
No: Highworth Road 
(5.1m) 

- Improve visibility at junction; 
- Improve pedestrian safety and amenities through 
footway on both sides of junction; 
- Allow all vehicles to manoeuvre without 
encroaching in opposing traffic lane. 
 

- Large land take required from properties around junction; 
- Removal of hedge row on north-east corner; 
- Removal of wall at No. 3 Highworth Road; 
- Relocation of wall at Dryden Cottage; 
- Expensive to implement; 

£150k 

Option 3 Re-alignment Very limited X Yes: Old Vicarage 
Lane  
Yes: Thornhill Rd 
No: Highworth Road 
(4.7m+ shared area) 

- Improve visibility at junction; 
- Improve corner radii at junction by increasing to 
6.0m radius; 
- Very small land take required. 
 

- Land take required from Dryden Cottage, inc relocation of 
wall; 
- Removal of hedge row on north-east corner; 
- Large vehicles would still need to use opposing traffic lanes 
to manoeuvre at junction; 
- Pedestrians would still have to walk on shared surface on 
carriageway. 

£66k 

Option 4 Footway on south 
side only 

Partial X Yes: Old Vicarage 
Lane  
Yes: Thornhill Rd 
No: Highworth Road 
(3.2m priority 
movement) 

- Improve visibility at junction; 
- Improve corner radii at junction by increasing to 
6.0m radius; 
- Provide pedestrians with a continuous footway 
along Southern side of Old Vicarage Lane and 
eastern side of Thornhill Road; 
- Very small land take required. 
 

- Land take required from Dryden Cottage, inc relocation of 
wall; 
- Removal of hedge row on north-east corner; 
- Large vehicles would still need to use opposing traffic lanes 
to manoeuvre at junction; 
- Buildout required to accommodate footway on eastern side 
of Highworth Road, requiring giveway close to junction. 

90k 

Option 5 Footway on north 
side only 

Partial X Yes: Old Vicarage 
Lane  
Yes: Thornhill Rd 
No: Highworth Road 
(3.2m priority 
movement) 

- Improve visibility at junction; 
- Improve corner radii at junction by increasing to 
6.0m radius; 
- Provide pedestrians with a continuous footway 
along north-east corner of junction; 
- Very small land take required. 
 

- Land take required from Dryden Cottage, inc relocation of 
wall; 
- Removal of hedge row on north-east corner; 
- Large vehicles would still need to use opposing traffic lanes 
to manoeuvre at junction; 
- Buildout required to accommodate footway on eastern side 
of Highworth Road, requiring giveway close to junction; 
- Pedestrians would still have to walk on shared surface on 
south-east corner of junction. 

67k 
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Table 4.2 Summary of Options to reduce village speeds  

 

Option Description Reducing 
Village speed 

Reducing 
through Traffic 

Advantage Disadvantages Cost 
Estimate(

£) 

Option 6A 20mph Zone 
(Extended zone) 

                √ √ - Reduce speeds in village, improving safety for pedestrians and 
cyclists; 
- Improve pedestrian safety outside of residential areas, 
specifically at ‘bend’ by South Marston industrial site; 
- New gateways would improve aesthetics entering the village.  
- Make use of existing traffic calming in village. 

- Difficult to enforce; 
- Traffic calming located further than 100m apart, although latest 
guidance says this would be acceptable on a site by site basis; 
- Residents may feel 20mph is too slow through village; 
- Expensive to implement. 

£130k 

Option 6B 20mph Zone 
(Smaller zone) 

                √ √ - Reduce speeds in village, improving safety for pedestrians and 
cyclists; 
- New gateways would improve aesthetics entering the village;  
- Make use of existing traffic calming in village. 

- Difficult to enforce. 
- Traffic calming located further than 100m apart, although latest 
guidance says this would be acceptable on a site by site basis; 
- Residents may feel 20mph is too slow through village. 

£110k 

 

 

Table 4.3  Summary of Options to Improve Footway Provision                       

Option Description Advantage Disadvantages Cost (£) 

Option 7 Footway improvement  - Increased footway provision would improve amenities for pedestrians along 
key routes. Including along Old Vicarage Lane to South Marston Hotel and 
along Thornhill Road between Keypoint and the existing footway leading to 
Sainsbury Superstore; 
- Widening of footway to a minimum of 1.5m would allow a pedestrian to pass 
someone in a wheelchair or a parent pushing a buggy. 

- Expensive to implement; 
- Existing trees and bushes would need to be cutback and in some 
cases removed; 
- Land take required to implement. 
 

£190k 

 

Table 4.4  Summary of Options to Improve Accessibility for Wheelchair and Buggy Users  

Option Description Advantage Disadvantages Cost (£) 

Option 8 Accessibility improvement  - Dropped kerbs would make footways more accessible for wheelchair users 
and parents with buggies; 
- Introducing tactile paving would convey important information to visually 
impaired pedestrians about their environment, for example, hazard warning, 
directional guidance, or the presence of an amenity; 
- Cheap to implement. 

None £11k 
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CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 15.01.10

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 18.01.10

Title: Option 1

Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 18.01.10

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2010 Amount

Rate £ £

Series 200 - Site Clearance

200.0440 Take up and dispose kerbs 34 m 12.26 421.88

200.0055 Take up and set aside for reuse kerbs 138 m 8.98 1,235.10

200.0025 Take up brick paving and set aside for reuse or remove to offsite store (beige brick setts) 94 m
2

5.99 560.48

200.0425 Take up brick paving and dispose (beige brick setts) 23 m
2

9.78 228.85

200.0430 Take up tactile paving and dispose 2 m
2

12.52 24.04

200.0740 Take up and dispose gully grate and frame 1 no. 22.56 22.56

200.0565 Take up and set aside for reuse lamp column 1 no. 167.78 167.78

200.0295 Take up side and set aside for reuse sign pole 5 no. 26.04 130.20

Remove hedges and shrubs (up to 2m hight) 96 m 24.00 2,304.00

Sub-Total 5,094.89

Series 500 - Drainage and Service Ducts

500.2000 2 Way 50mm diameter ducting (lighting and traffic poles) 80 m 44.77 3,581.76

500.2212 Draw Pits 5 no. 288.26 1,441.32

500.0001 Drainage; 100 diameter plastic pipe in granular material wrapped in Terram 1000 1 m 26.52 26.52

500.2200 Covers & Frames 1 no. 554.81 554.81

500.2192 Connections to drainage 1 no. 70.96 70.96

Sub-Total 5,675.36

Series 600 - Earthworks

600.0010 130 m
3

8.00 1,042.12

600.0040 76 m
3

26.24 2,005.04

600.0105 Disposal of material 130 m
3

26.47 3,446.65

Sub-Total 6,493.82

700.0095 Granular Type 1 sub base (360mm) 62 m
3

44.77 2,775.86

700.0155 Rolled asphalt roadbase (140mm) 62 m
2

25.24 1,564.63

700.0665 Rolled asphalt binder course (60mm) 447 m
2

12.55 5,610.74

700.0930 Rolled asphalt wearing course (40mm) 447 m
2

12.55 5,610.74

Sub-Total 15,561.98

Series 1100 - Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas

1100.0505 57 m 26.53 1,522.94

1100.3730 138 m 14.26 1,961.63

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 304 m
2

7.09 2,155.97

New 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Re-lay taken up 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

                                                                                                                                                                       

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-01

Excavation of acceptable material 

EO for hard material in carriageway 

Series 700 - Pavements

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              

                                                                                              

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 304 m
2

7.09 2,155.97

1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 303 m
2

12.00 3,636.00

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 303 m
2

12.00 3,636.00

1100.4794 New blister tactile paving, laid on sand 15 m
2

54.90 846.56

1100.4540 75 mm thick natural 'Yorkstone' setts, over 100mm wide, not exceeding 200mm in length, in Type 1a footway on ST1 concrete sub-base 150mm thick and 3:1 sand/cement mortar bedding 30mm thick; surfaces sloping at 10° or less to the horizontal.28 m
2

165.17 4,690.77

Sub-Total 18,449.86

Series 1200 - Traffic Signs, Street Furniture & Road Markings

1200.3385 8 m 1.03 8.48

1200.3330 72 m 2.09 150.52

1200.4260 Studs in white reflectorised thermoplastic 115 no. 10.35 1,190.34

1300.0325 Install lamp column inc. Elect supply, connections 1 no. 1,030.66 1,030.66

1200.2220 Remove from store and re-erect standard tubular steel sign post 76 mm diameter. 5 nr 113.10 565.50

Sub-Total 2,945.50

Sub-Total 54,221.42

Preliminaries 5,422.14

Sub-Total 59,643.56

Contingencies 8,946.53

Statutory Undertakers Diversion Costs (estimate) 20,000.00

Full Signalisation at Junctions (inc. cabling, signal poles, controller,etc) 45,000.00

Take down and re-built the wall 45.0 m 6,750.00

Land take 40,000.00

10,288.51

15% Traffic Management 10,288.51

Total 200,917.12

Provisional sums

15% Site Supervision

Continuous line in red thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 mm wide.

200mm continuous white line 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                       CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 15.01.10

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 18.01.10

Title: Option 2

                                                                                                              Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 18.01.10

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2010 Amount

Rate £ £

Series 200 - Site Clearance

200.0440 Take up and dispose kerbs 44 m 12.26 542.07

200.0055 Take up and set aside for reuse kerbs 177 m 8.98 1,586.96

200.0025 Take up block paving and set aside for reuse or remove to offsite store (beige brick setts) 94 m
2

5.99 560.48

200.0425 Take up block paving and dispose (beige brick setts) 23 m
2

8.15 190.71

200.0430 Take up tactile paving and dispose 2 m
2

12.52 24.04

200.0740 Take up and dispose gully grate and frame 1 no. 22.56 22.56

200.0565 Take up and set aside for reuse lamp column 1 no. 167.78 167.78

200.0295 Take up side and set aside for reuse sign pole 5 no. 26.04 130.20

Remove hedges and shrubs (up to 2m hight) 86 m 24.00 2,064.00

Sub-Total 5,288.79

Series 500 - Drainage and Service Ducts

500.0001 Drainage; 100 diameter plastic pipe in granular material wrapped in Terram 1000 1 m 26.52 26.52

500.2200 Covers & Frames 1 no. 554.81 554.81

500.2192 Connections to drainage 1 no. 70.96 70.96

Sub-Total 652.28

Series 600 - Earthworks

600.0010 105 m
3

8.00 837.22

600.0040 52 m
3

26.24 1,359.44

600.0105 Disposal of material 105 m
3

26.47 2,768.97

Sub-Total 4,965.63

700.0095 Granular Type 1 sub base (360mm) 74 m
3

44.77 3,313.13

700.0155 Rolled asphalt roadbase (140mm) 74 m
2

25.24 1,867.46

700.0665 Rolled asphalt binder course (60mm) 129 m
2

12.55 1,619.21

700.0930 Rolled asphalt wearing course (40mm) 129 m
2

12.55 1,619.21

Sub-Total 8,419.01

Series 1100 - Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas

1100.0505 66 m 26.53 1,756.42

1100.3730 177 m 14.26 2,520.46

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 299 m
2

7.09 2,120.51

1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 303 m
2

12.00 3,636.00

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 303 m
2

12.00 3,636.00

Re-lay taken up 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-02

Excavation of acceptable material 

EO for hard material in carriageway 

Series 700 - Pavements

New 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 303 m
2

12.00 3,636.00

1100.4794 New blister tactile paving, laid on sand 2 m
2

54.90 105.41

1100.4540 75 mm thick natural 'Yorkstone' setts, over 100mm wide, not exceeding 200mm in length, in Type 1a footway on ST1 concrete sub-base 150mm thick and 3:1 sand/cement mortar bedding 30mm thick; surfaces sloping at 10° or less to the horizontal.28 m
2

165.17 4,690.77

Sub-Total 18,465.57

Series 1200 - Traffic Signs, Street Furniture & Road Markings

1200.2610 48 m 1.12 53.70

1200.3475 14 m 0.58 7.83

1200.3385 25 m 1.09 27.52

1200.3330 74 m 2.09 154.70

1300.0325 Install lamp column inc. Elect supply, connections 1 no. 1,094.51 1,094.51

1200.2220 Remove from store and re-erect standard tubular steel sign post 76 mm diameter. 5 nr 113.10 565.50

Sub-Total 1,850.06

Sub-Total 39,641.34

Preliminaries 3,964.13

Sub-Total 43,605.47

Contingencies 6,540.82

Statutory Undertakers Diversion Costs (estimate) 20,000.00

Take down and re-built the wall 45 m 6,750.00

Land take 60,000.00

7,521.94

15% Traffic Management 7,521.94

Total 151,940.18

Continuous line in red thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 mm wide.

Provisional sums

15% Site Supervision

100mm intermittent white line

200mm intermittent white line

Removal of continuous line in white thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                       CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 15.01.10

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 18.01.10

Title: Option 3

                                                                                                              Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 18.01.10

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2007 2010 Amount

Rate £ Rate £ £

Series 200 - Site Clearance

200.0440 Take up and dispose kerbs 26 m 10.22 12.26 316.41

200.0055 Take up and set aside for reuse kerbs 103 m 7.48 8.98 926.32

200.0025 Take up block paving and set aside for reuse or remove to offsite store (beige brick setts) 37 m
2

4.99 5.99 220.36

200.0425 Take up block paving and dispose (beige brick setts) 9 m
2

8.15 9.78 89.98

200.0430 Take up tactile paving and dispose 1 m
2

10.43 12.52 12.02

200.0740 Take up and dispose gully grate and frame 1 no. 18.80 22.56 22.56

200.0565 Take up and dispose lamp column 1 no. 139.82 167.78 167.78

200.0295 Take up side and set aside for reuse sign pole 5 no. 21.70 26.04 130.20

Remove hedges and shrubs (up to 2m hight) 57 m 20.00 24.00 1,368.00

Sub-Total 3,253.63

Series 500 - Drainage and Service Ducts

500.0001 Drainage; 100 diameter plastic pipe in granular material wrapped in Terram 1000 1 m 22.10 26.52 26.52

500.2200 Covers & Frames 1 no. 462.34 554.81 554.81

500.2192 Connections to drainage 1 no. 59.13 70.96 70.96

Sub-Total 652.28

Series 600 - Earthworks

600.0010 66 m
3

6.67 8.00 525.06

600.0040 46 m
3

21.87 26.24 1,212.47

600.0105 Disposal of material 66 m
3

22.06 26.47 1,736.56

Sub-Total 3,474.10

700.0095 Granular Type 1 sub base (360mm) 66 m
3

37.31 44.77 2,954.95

700.0155 Rolled asphalt roadbase (140mm) 66 m
2

21.03 25.24 1,665.58

700.0665 Rolled asphalt binder course (60mm) 85 m
2

10.46 12.55 1,066.92

700.0930 Rolled asphalt wearing course (40mm) 85 m
2

10.46 12.55 1,066.92

Sub-Total 6,754.37

Series 1100 - Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas

1100.0505 43 m 22.11 26.53 1,135.57

1100.3730 103 m 11.88 14.26 1,471.22

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 101 m
2

5.91 7.09 716.29

1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 100 m
2

10.00 12.00 1,200.00

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 100 m
2

10.00 12.00 1,200.00

Re-lay taken up 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-03

Excavation of acceptable material 

EO for hard material in carriageway 

Series 700 - Pavements

New 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 100 m
2

10.00 12.00 1,200.00

1100.4794 New blister tactile paving, laid on sand 1 m
2

45.75 54.90 52.70

1100.4540 75 mm thick natural 'Yorkstone' setts, over 100mm wide, not exceeding 200mm in length, in Type 1a footway on ST1 concrete sub-base 150mm thick and 3:1 sand/cement mortar bedding 30mm thick; surfaces sloping at 10° or less to the horizontal.7 m
2

137.64 165.17 1,189.21

1100.5055 Remove from set aside area and relay 75 mm thick natural 'Yorkstone' setts, over 100mm wide, not exceeding 200mm in length, on 3:1 sand/cement mortar bedding 30mm thick; surfaces sloping at 10° or less to the horizontal.37 m² 24.43 29.32 1,078.83

Sub-Total 8,043.82

Series 1200 - Traffic Signs, Street Furniture & Road Markings

1200.2610 48 m 0.99 1.12 53.70

1200.3475 12 m 0.48 0.54 6.24

1200.3385 18 m 0.91 1.03 18.92

1200.3330 68 m 1.85 2.09 142.15

1300.0325 Install lamp column inc. Elect supply, connections 1 no. 912.09 1,030.66 1,030.66

1200.2220 Remove from store and re-erect standard tubular steel sign post 76 mm diameter. 5 nr 94.25 113.10 565.50

Sub-Total 1,763.47

Sub-Total 23,941.68

Preliminaries 10% 2,394.17

Sub-Total 26,335.85

Contingencies 15% 3,950.38

Statutory Undertakers Diversion Costs (estimate) 20,000.00

Take down and re-built the wall 12 m 150.00 1,800.00

Land Take (1m2 at Dryden Cottage) 5,000.00

4,542.93

15% Traffic Management 4,542.93

Total 66,172.09

Removal of continuous line in white thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 

mm wide.

Provisional sums

15% Site Supervision

100mm intermittent white line

200mm intermittent white line

Continuous line in red thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 mm wide.



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                       CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 19.01.10

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 20.01.10

Title: Option 4

                                                                                                              Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 20.01.10

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2007 2010 Amount

Rate £ Rate £ £

Series 200 - Site Clearance

200.0440 Take up and dispose kerbs 59 m 10.22 12.26 728.48

200.0055 Take up and set aside for reuse kerbs 238 m 7.48 8.98 2,132.70

200.0425 Take up brick paving and dispose (beige brick setts) 117 m
2

8.15 9.78 1,144.26

200.0430 Take up tactile paving and dispose 2 m
2

10.43 12.52 24.04

200.0740 Take up and dispose gully grate and frame 1 no. 18.80 22.56 22.56

200.0565 Take up and dispose lamp column 2 no. 139.82 167.78 335.57

200.0295 Take up side and set aside for reuse sign pole 5 no. 21.70 26.04 130.20

Remove hedges and shrubs (up to 2m hight) 53 m 20.00 24.00 1,272.00

Sub-Total 5,789.80

Series 500 - Drainage and Service Ducts

500.0001 Drainage; 100 diameter plastic pipe in granular material wrapped in Terram 1000 1 m 22.10 26.52 26.52

500.2200 Covers & Frames 1 no. 462.34 554.81 554.81

500.2192 Connections to drainage 1 no. 59.13 70.96 70.96

Sub-Total 652.28

Series 600 - Earthworks

600.0010 94 m
3

6.67 8.00 755.74

600.0040 8 m
3

21.87 26.24 220.97

600.0105 Disposal of material 94 m
3

22.06 26.47 2,499.49

Sub-Total 3,476.20

700.0095 Granular Type 1 sub base (360mm) 93 m
3

37.31 44.77 4,150.36

700.0155 Rolled asphalt roadbase (140mm) 93 m
2

21.03 25.24 2,339.38

700.0665 Rolled asphalt binder course (60mm) 125 m
2

10.46 12.55 1,571.51

700.0930 Rolled asphalt wearing course (40mm) 125 m
2

10.46 12.55 1,571.51

Sub-Total 9,632.76

Series 1100 - Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas

1100.0505 87 m 22.11 26.53 2,305.63

1100.3730 238 m 11.88 14.26 3,387.23

1100.0820 66 m 12.06 14.47 955.15

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 261 m
2

5.91 7.09 1,847.47

1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 261 m
2

10.00 12.00 3,126.00

Re-lay taken up 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-04

Excavation of acceptable material 

EO for hard material in carriageway 

Series 700 - Pavements

New 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Precast concrete edgings 50 x 250 mm EF flat top, laid straight or curved exceeding 12 metres 

radius.

1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 261 m
2

10.00 12.00 3,126.00

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 261 m
2

10.00 12.00 3,126.00

1100.4794 New blister tactile paving, laid on sand 2 m
2

45.75 54.90 105.41

1100.4540 9 m
2

137.64 165.17 1,536.06

Sub-Total 16,388.94

Series 1200 - Traffic Signs, Street Furniture & Road Markings

1200.2610 48 m 0.99 1.12 53.70

1200.3475 11 m 0.48 0.54 5.75

1200.3385 25 m 0.91 1.03 25.71

1200.3330 78 m 1.85 2.09 163.06

1300.0325 Install lamp column inc. Elect supply, connections 2 no. 912.09 1,030.66 2,061.32

1200.2220 Remove from store and re-erect standard tubular steel sign post 76 mm diameter. 5 nr 94.25 113.10 565.50

Sub-Total 2,821.34

Sub-Total 38,761.33

Preliminaries 10% 3,876.13

Sub-Total 42,637.47

Contingencies 15% 6,395.62

Statutory Undertakers Diversion Costs (estimate) 20,000.00

Take down and re-built the wall 4 m 150.00 600.00

Land Take (1m2 at Dryden Cottage) 5,000.00

7,354.96

15% Traffic Management 7,354.96

Total 89,343.01

Provisional sums

15% Site Supervision

100mm intermittent white line

75 mm thick natural 'Yorkstone' setts, over 100mm wide, not exceeding 200mm in length, in 

Type 1a footway on ST1 concrete sub-base 150mm thick and 3:1 sand/cement mortar bedding 

30mm thick; surfaces sloping at 10° or less to the horizontal.

Continuous line in red thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 mm wide.

200mm continuous white line 

Removal of continuous line in white thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 

mm wide.
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Date: 20.01.10
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Date: 20.01.10

Title: Option 5 - Rev A
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No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2010 Amount

Rate £ £

Series 200 - Site Clearance

200.0440 Take up and dispose kerbs 27 m 12.26 326.22
200.0055 Take up and set aside for reuse kerbs 106 m 8.98 955.05
200.0425 Take up brick paving and dispose (beige brick setts) 23 m2 9.78 226.90
200.0025 Take up block paving and set aside for reuse or remove to offsite store (beige brick setts) 93 m2 5.99 555.69
200.0430 Take up tactile paving and dispose 2 m2 12.52 24.04
200.0740 Take up and dispose gully grate and frame 1 no. 22.56 22.56
200.0565 Take up and dispose lamp column 1 no. 167.78 167.78
200.0295 Take up side and set aside for reuse sign pole 5 no. 26.04 130.20

Remove hedges and shrubs (up to 2m hight) 63 m 24.00 1,512.00

Sub-Total 3,920.43

Series 500 - Drainage and Service Ducts

500.0001 Drainage; 100 diameter plastic pipe in granular material wrapped in Terram 1000 1 m 26.52 26.52
500.2200 Covers & Frames 1 no. 554.81 554.81
500.2192 Connections to drainage 1 no. 70.96 70.96

Sub-Total 652.28
Series 600 - Earthworks

600.0010 61 m3 8.00 490.33
600.0040 4 m3 26.24 104.98
600.0105 Disposal of material 61 m3 26.47 1,621.67

Sub-Total 2,216.98

700.0095 Granular Type 1 sub base (360mm) 44 m3 44.77 1,961.01
700.0155 Rolled asphalt roadbase (140mm) 44 m2 25.24 1,105.34
700.0665 Rolled asphalt binder course (60mm) 63 m2 12.55 790.78
700.0930 Rolled asphalt wearing course (40mm) 63 m2 12.55 790.78

Sub-Total 4,647.90
Series 1100 - Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas

1100.0505 99 m 26.53 2,629.32
1100.3730 106 m 14.26 1,516.84

1100.0820 89 m 14.47 1,288.01
1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 250 m2 7.09 1,773.00

Precast concrete edgings 50 x 250 mm EF flat top, laid straight or curved exceeding 12 metres 
radius.

Re-lay taken up 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-05 - Rev A

Excavation of acceptable material 
EO for hard material in carriageway 

Series 700 - Pavements

New 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 250 m2 7.09 1,773.00
1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 250 m2 12.00 3,000.00
1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 250 m2 12.00 3,000.00
1100.4794 New blister tactile paving, laid on sand 2 m2 54.90 105.41

1100.4540 9 m2 165.17 1,486.51

1100.5055 23 m² 29.32 665.47

Sub-Total 15,464.56
Series 1200 - Traffic Signs, Street Furniture & Road Markings

1200.2610 48 m 1.12 53.70
1200.3475 11 m 0.54 5.75
1200.3385 25 m 1.03 25.71

1200.3330 78 m 2.09 163.06
1300.0325 Install lamp column inc. Elect supply, connections 1 no. 1,030.66 1,030.66
1200.2220 Remove from store and re-erect standard tubular steel sign post 76 mm diameter. 5 nr 113.10 565.50

Sub-Total 1,790.68

Sub-Total 28,692.83

Preliminaries 2,869.28

Sub-Total 31,562.12

Contingencies 4,734.32

Statutory Undertakers Diversion Costs (estimate) 20,000.00
Take down and re-built the wall 6 m 900.00
Land Take (1m2 at Dryden Cottage) 5,000.00

5,444.47
15% Traffic Management 5,444.47

Total 73,085.36

Provisional sums

15% Site Supervision

100mm intermittent white line

75 mm thick natural 'Yorkstone' setts, over 100mm wide, not exceeding 200mm in length, in 
Type 1a footway on ST1 concrete sub-base 150mm thick and 3:1 sand/cement mortar bedding 
30mm thick; surfaces sloping at 10° or less to the horizontal.

Continuous line in red thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 mm wide.
200mm continuous white line 

Removal of continuous line in white thermoplastic screed with applied solid glass beads, 100 
mm wide.

Remove from set aside area and relay 75 mm thick natural 'Yorkstone' setts, over 100mm 
wide, not exceeding 200mm in length, on 3:1 sand/cement mortar bedding 30mm thick; 
surfaces sloping at 10° or less to the horizontal.



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                       CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 20.01.10

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 20.01.10

Title: Option 6A

                                                                                                              Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 20.01.10

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2007 2010 Amount

Rate £ Rate £ £

Privision of new Village Gateway 3 no. 10000 30,000
Provision of 20mph zone signs/end of 30mph zone signs 3 no. 3000 9,000
Provision of Rippleprint Textured Surface 2 no. 2000 4,000
Provision of  textured white lines and removal of centre line over 750m long carriageway 1 no. 5000 5,000
Provision of chicane 3 no. 10000 30,000

Sub-Total 78,000.00

Sub-Total 78,000.00

Preliminaries 10% 7,800.00

Sub-Total 85,800.00

Contingencies 15% 12,870.00

14,800.50

15% Traffic Management 14,800.50

Total 128,271.00

Provisional sums

15% Site Supervision

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-06A



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                                       CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 20.01.10

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 20.01.10

Title: Option 6B

                                                                                                              Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 20.01.10

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2007 2010 Amount

Rate £ Rate £ £

Privision of new Village Gateway 3 no. 10000 30,000
Provision of 20mph zone signs/end of 30mph zone signs 3 no. 3000 9,000
Provision of Rippleprint Textured Surface 2 no. 2000 4,000
Provision of  textured white lines and removal of centre line over 750m long carriageway 1 no. 5000 5,000
Provision of chicane 2 no. 10000 20,000

Sub-Total 68,000.00

Sub-Total 68,000.00

Preliminaries 10% 6,800.00

Sub-Total 74,800.00

Contingencies 15% 11,220.00

12,903.00

15% Traffic Management 12,903.00

Total 111,826.00

Provisional sums

15% Site Supervision

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-06B



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                       CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 19.01.10

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 20.01.10

Title: Option 7

                                                                                                              Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 20.01.10

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2010 Amount

Rate £ £

Series 200 - Site Clearance

200.0440 Take up and dispose kerbs 24 m 12.26 299.12

200.0055 Take up and set aside for reuse kerbs 65 m 8.98 583.80

Remove hedges and shrubs (up to 2m hight) 650 m 24.00 15,600.00

Sub-Total 16,482.92

Series 600 - Earthworks

600.0010 210 m
3

8.00 1,681.48

600.0040 14 m
3

26.24 364.79

600.0105 Disposal of material 210 m
3

26.47 5,561.24

Sub-Total 7,607.51

Series 1100 - Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas

1100.0595 11 m 24.24 261.79

1100.0505 678 m 26.53 17,998.25

1100.3730 65 m 14.26 927.21

1100.0820 728 m 14.47 10,528.38

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 1120 m
2

7.09 7,942.33

1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 1120 m
2

12.00 13,438.80

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 1120 m
2

12.00 13,438.80

1100.4794 New blister tactile paving, laid on sand 17 m
2

54.90 922.32

Sub-Total 65,457.88

Sub-Total 89,548.31

Preliminaries 8,954.83

Sub-Total 98,503.14

Contingencies 14,775.47

Statutory Undertakers Diversion Costs (estimate) 20,000.00

Land take 20,000.00

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-07

EO for hard material in carriageway 

Precast concrete drop transition kerb 125 x 255 / 178 mm half battered, laid straight or curved 

exceeding 12 metres radius.

Re-lay taken up 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Precast concrete edgings 50 x 250 mm EF flat top, laid straight or curved exceeding 12 metres 

radius.

Provisional sums

Excavation of acceptable material 

New 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

16,991.79

15% Traffic Management 16,991.79

Total 187,262.19

15% Site Supervision



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                       CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATE By: AB

Date: 19.01.10

                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Project: T108838 - South Marston Checked: PRW

Date: 20.01.10

Title: Option 8

                                                                                                              Approved: PRW

Section:    Construction Costs                                                                       Date: 20.01.10

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                   

No. Item Description                 Quantity Unit 2010 Amount

Rate £ £

Series 200 - Site Clearance

200.0440 Take up and dispose kerbs 33 m 12.26 404.71

Sub-Total 404.71

Series 600 - Earthworks

600.0010 30 m
3

8.00 240.12

600.0105 Disposal of material 30 m
3

26.47 794.16

Sub-Total 1,034.28

Series 1100 - Kerbs, Footways and Paved Areas

1100.0595 22 m 24.24 533.28

1100.3730 20 m 26.52 517.14

1100.4910 150mm Type 1 sub base 78 m
2

7.09 551.76

1100.4930 Surface Course 6mm Bitumen Macadam 14mm thick 78 m
2

12.00 933.60

1100.4935 Binder Course 20mm Bitumen Macadam 36mm thick 78 m
2

12.00 933.60

1100.4794 New blister tactile paving, laid on sand 32 m
2

54.90 1,729.35

Sub-Total 5,198.73

Sub-Total 6,637.72

Preliminaries 10% 663.77

Sub-Total 7,301.49

Contingencies 15% 1,095.22

1,259.51

15% Traffic Management 1,259.51

Total 10,915.73

15% Site Supervision

New 150 x 305 mm PCC half battered kerbs

Unit rate source: HMW Rates (Vol 4) - 2007 - Factor of 20% to 2010 figures                                                                                           

Drawing(s): T108838-PRO-08

Excavation of acceptable material 

Precast concrete drop transition kerb 125 x 255 / 178 mm half battered, laid straight or curved 

exceeding 12 metres radius.
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Traffic Calming Measures 

 

Traffic Management Measure Benefits Estimated Cost 

20mph Speed Limit: 

20mph speed limits and zones have been introduced on a number of 
residential streets throughout London.  In April 2009 the London Assembly 
issued the report ‘Braking point 20mph speed limits in London’, which 
recommends implementing a blanket 20mph speed limit across all 
residential streets in London.  Department for Transport (DfT) advises that 
on roads where the current mean vehicle speed is 24mph or less, highway 
authorities can enforce a 20mph speed limit by signage alone.  Where 
speeds are higher than this traffic calming measures should be provided to 
ensure the 20mph limit is self-enforcing. 
DfT guidance issued in December 2009 permitting the use of 20mph 
speed limits on roads without traffic calming measures. 

 

Do not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses or 
cyclists. 
Can be a relatively cheap option if no traffic calming 
measures are to be provided. 
Proven to reduce vehicle speeds. 

Approx. £3k if only signage and 
20mph roundel markings are 
provided.  Significantly higher 
cost if traffic calming measures 
are provided. 

Speed Cameras: 

Used to detect vehicles travelling above the designed speed limit and take 
a photo of the offence to enable the police to prosecute the driver. 
Historically only used for speed limits of 30mph or above, however TfL is 
currently trialling average speed cameras in 20mph zones (Spec3 
cameras, approved in December 2009 by the Home Office) with three 
London boroughs. 

 

  

Do not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses or 
cyclists. 
Proven to reduce accidents by 35%. 
Actually enforces the speed limit. 
Do not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses or 
cyclists. 
Requires minimal civil works to be undertaken. 

Approx. £50k per camera. 

Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS): 

Warning signs, such as ‘Slow’ or speed roundels (20 mph etc.) flash up to 
advise vehicles they are driving too fast. 

 

Do not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses or 
cyclists. 
Requires minimal civil works to be undertaken. 
Can be useful in an area-wide speed management 
programme. 
Vehicle-activated signs can be operated at thresholds well 
below normal police levels. 
Solar panels can be used to keep operating costs low. 
Trials have indicated that there is no evidence that in time, 
drivers become less responsive to the signs, even over 
three years. 

Approx £15k per sign. 
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Traffic Management Measure   Benefits Traffic Management 
Measure 

Rippleprint Textured Surface: 

New profiled road surfacing technology that creates noise and vibration 
inside a vehicle as it travels over the surface, with minimal disturbance to 
its surroundings. 

 

Do not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses and 
cyclists.  The surfacing is not applied to the edge of the 
carriageway in order to allow cyclists to avoid the textured 
surfacing. 
Alerts drivers to a change in environment or area. 
Creates no external noise from vehicles. 
Relatively low cost. 

Approx. £2k per treatment 
area. 

Gateways: 

Roadside and carriageway markings to inform vehicles that they are 
entering an area of differing characteristics, leading to heightened 
awareness and reduced speeds.  This feature may be as simple as having 
signposts either side of the road, or may include different road surface 
materials or horizontal or vertical deflection leading up to the gateway, at 
the gateway itself, and/or beyond into the target area. 

 

Creates a distinction between road characteristics along 
Nightingale Lane, alerting drivers that they are entering a 
zone where they must drive with more alertness. 
Gateways have been shown to reduce vehicle speeds by up 
to 6mph. 
Can be combined with school signage to further improve their 
effectiveness. 

Approx. £2-10k per gateway, 
depending on the type of 
features used. 

Carriageway Narrowing: 

The carriageway is physically narrowed by widening of an existing footway. 
 Do not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses and 

cyclists. 
Works well where traffic flows in either direction are similar.  
TRL’s study suggests a small reduction in vehicle speeds of 
approximately 2mph. 
Improves conditions for pedestrians by widening existing 
footways, which is particularly beneficial for the mobility 
impaired or schoolchildren. 
Can improve conditions for cyclists if the new carriageway 
width does not enable vehicles to squeeze past slower 
moving cyclists. 

Cost varies on length and 
materials used. 

Chicanes & Narrowings: 

Points along the road are built out into the carriageway in order to disrupt 
the visual continuity of the road.  These points may contain planting, 
bollards, alternate surface colouring etc.  The introduction of build-outs may 
be coupled with changes to standard road markings to induce 
psychological traffic calming, such as the removal of the centre line or the 
painting of other lines on the road surface. 

 

 

Effective at slowing vehicles along a particular section of 
road.  Research shows they can reduce vehicles speeds by 
up to 7mph. 
Can be used to enhance the street scene and to break the 
visual appearance of wide or straight roads. 
Compatible with cyclists dependant on carriageway widths 
and if cycle bypasses are provided. 

Approx. £5-10k per chicane / 
build-out. 
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Traffic Management Measure  Benefits Traffic Management 
Measure 

Vehicle Responsive Humps: 

Humps are a series of air-filled rubber cells which partially deflate when a 
vehicle passes over them at low speed.  However if the approach speed is 
greater than the ‘street design speed’ then the hump remains solid and is 
an effective physical deterrent to speeding vehicles. 

 

Quick and easy to install. 
Trials have resulted in no recorded crashes. 
Only effects vehicles which are travelling at speeds 
inappropriate to the conditions. 

Approx. £10k per hump. 

Vertical Deflection: 

Vertical deflections are used to slow traffic by creating a bumpy ride that 
causes discomfort if vehicles driven over them above certain speeds.  
Speed humps are raised for the whole width of the carriageway, whilst 
speed cushions have gaps between them to minimise impact on 
emergency vehicles and cyclists.  Different profile humps can be provided, 
and can be used at crossings or as raised junction treatments. 

 

Proven to be effective at maintaining low vehicle speeds. 
Emergency services prefer speed cushions to traditional road 
humps, as these are not as severe in reducing the speed of 
vehicles. 
Cyclists can by-pass speed cushions. 

Approx. £3-20k per cushion / 
hump / raised junction. 

Psychological Traffic Calming    

Removing Carriageway Markings: 

Removing carriageway markings, particularly lane markings / centre lines 
instils uncertainty in drivers regarding the width of the carriageway.  This 
can result in drivers driving slower and more cautiously, particularly where 
other features physically narrow the carriageway. 

 Low cost option. 
In Wiltshire several urban roads have had central white lines 
removed, resulting in a 35% drop in collisions and a 
noticeable reduction in driving speeds. 
Can improve the aesthetics of the road, particularly if street 
clutter / excessive carriageway markings are present. 
Does not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses and 
cyclists. 

Approx. £5k for the full length 
of Nightingale Lane. 

Brick Narrowing: 

Brick edging with the appearance of cobbles is laid into the carriageway.  
Despite this surface still being driveable, this is unknown to standard 
vehicles.  This narrows the road both visually and physically.  The 
psychological impact of the perceived narrowing reduces speed. 
TRL is currently investigating the extent to which changes such as 
removing centre lines and blurring the distinction between the carriageway 
and footway can help reduce speeds by creating uncertainty in the minds 
of drivers. 

 

Does not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses and 
cyclists. 
Does not induce more accelerations and decelerations in 
vehicles as solutions such as speed humps and chicanes. 
Research shows it can reduce vehicles speeds by up to 
5mph. 
Can improve the aesthetics of the road. 

Cost varies on length and 
materials used. 
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Traffic Management Measure  Benefits Traffic Management 
Measure 

Mock Humps: 

The impression of a speed cushions / hump is created through paint or 
materials.  This measure can be varied to create a mock hump with holes 
to further slow motorists.  The hump may also be used as an informal 
crossing point for pedestrians, and can be coupled with a build-out for 
greater effect. 
 

 

Low cost option with minimal maintenance. 
Can be relatively effective, with a reduction of up to 6mph. 
Does not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses and cyclists.
Can improve the aesthetics of the road. 

Approx. £1-3k per mock 
hump / cushion. 

Snake Lines: 

Use of wavy edge lines with the intention of creating uncertainty and 
visually narrowing the road.  A wavy central line and painted pavement 
may also be used to enhance the illusion. 

 

Can reduce speeds by 3-6mph. 
Can improve the aesthetics of the road. 

Cost varies on length and 
materials used. 

Coloured / Curved Patch: 

A band of colour, either curved or straight is painted across the road, acting 
as a gateway.  The curved option gives the driver an illusion of excessive 
camber.   These measures can be combined with signage to create a 
gateway point. 

 

Low cost option with minimal maintenance. 
Can reduce speeds by up to 5mph. 
Does not cause conflict with emergency vehicles, buses 
and cyclists. 
Can be used as a gateway to warn drivers of particular 
features such as a school and can improve the aesthetics 
of the road. 

Approx. £3-5k per area. 
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Meeting with the South Marston Residents Traffic Group 

1.1 Chris Sibthorpe (JMP) and Sam Howell (SBC) met the South Marston Traffic Group on 14 

December to discuss traffic issues related to the village. 

1.2  A walk through was conducted in South Marston concentrating on the three spine roads which 

form the main road hierarchy through the village. Particular attention was spent to Pound Corner. 

Issues are listed below by location. 

Old Vicarage Lane 

1.2.1 Residents are concerned with traffic speeds along Old Vicarage Lane to the south of the traffic 

calmed section outside the village school. 

1.2.2 The straight alignment of the road down to the A420 coupled with the national speed (60mph) limit 

south of Nightingale Lane were cited as encouraging inappropriate traffic speeds. 

1.2.3 The key pedestrian movements are ‘walkers’ to Nightingale Lane, the gym and crèche facilities at 

the South Marston Hotel and also to the primary school. 

1.2.4 Concern was expressed that SBC and JMP had not come at school time when traffic congestion 

builds up on Old Vicarage Lane due to children being picked up and dropped off school. 

1.2.5 Whilst a public car park is provided for the school, many parents park on the road which reduces 

the available carriageway width for cars to pass. Double Yellow lines is not seen as a solution.  

1.2.6 A footway has been provided on Old Vicarage Lane to ensure residents from Church Ground do 

not need to walk on the road to and from school. This was provided following recommendations set 

out in the School Travel Plan. 

1.2.7 Visitors to the hotel and service vehicles are currently directed by Satellite Navigation through the 

village. It was felt that more could be done to direct visitors via the A420/ Vicarage Lane rather than 

Keypoint / Thornhill Road. This would avoid the need to travel through the village. 

1.2.8 Residents were generally ambivalent towards traffic calming measures on Old Vicarage Lane 

although it was acknowledged that the chicanes had reduced traffic speeds. Residents did not 

seem to be unduly concerned about the proliferation of traffic signs or the notion that they 

urbanised the village. 

1.2.9 The height restriction and the narrowing associated with the crossing under the railway 

embankment were discussed as being a constraint. 

1.2.10 There was a general consensus that the A420 / Old Vicarage Lane junction was dangerous 

particularly for vehicles wishing to turn right towards Swindon because of inadequate sightlines and 

the high speed and volume of traffic travelling on the A420 

 

Pound Corner 

1.2.11 Many residents consider this to be the most difficult and intractable traffic issue affecting the 

village. The level of concern is greatest amongst pedestrians and essentially relates to safety in 

that there is not sufficient width for large vehicles such as buses, vans or lorries to pass one other 

particularly between the bus shelter and the stop line at Thornhill Road. 
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1.2.12 Pedestrians are often “squeezed” by two way traffic where no footway is provided and are forced to 

walk on the carriageway. The “blind bend” for left turning movements from Thornhill Road to Old 

Vicarage Lane and for northbound traffic negotiating the bend outside Yarra Glen make this more 

hazardous. 

1.2.13 School opening and closing times are particularly problematic or when buses / lorries meet 

oncoming traffic. 

1.2.14 Bus services are provided from South Marston to Faringdon and Swindon via Routes 65 and 66. 

There are also two school bus services which stop in the village and take children to Kingsdown 

Secondary School and Cirencester Sixth Form College. The public bus services are invariably 

operated by double decker buses with the school services operated by 52 seater coaches. Double 

decker buses were observed to straddle the centreline turning right from Thornhill Road to Old 

Vicarage Lane. 

1.2.15 The safety issues relating to Pound Corner are seen to be most problematic for pedestrians taking 

children to school from the northern (Highworth Road) end of the village. Children accessing the 

village from Thornhill Road are less affected because of the provision of a footpath which runs 

round the edge of the recreation ground to the rear of the primary school. Children accessing the 

school from Old Vicarage Lane can do so using the new footpath which extends to Church Ground. 

1.2.16 Comment was also made on the lack of waiting and loading facilities outside the Village Hall and 

the difficulty in egressing onto Old Vicarage Lane from Chapel Lane because of poor visibility to the 

left and right. 

1.2.17 The Village Strategy has proposed a number of measures to reduce pedestrian / vehicle conflict as 

Pound Corner including:- 

• Traffic Signals 

• Provision of a mini roundabout 

• Widening (but requiring third party land) 

• Use of mirrors to see round the bends 

• Closing Old Vicarage Lane at Pound Corner; and 

• Making Old Vicarage Lane one way southbound as part of introducing a one way system 

round the village   

 

Highworth Road 

1.2.18 The main concern on Highworth Road relates to the bends at the northern end of the village where 

the road is too narrow to accommodate two way movements and where traffic must give way at 

some of the wider passing places.  

1.2.19 Footway provision alternates between the western and eastern kerbline and there is no footway 

outside the Carrier Arms. 
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1.2.20 Carriageway width is sometimes restricted by the provision of parked cars outside and opposite the 

Carrier Arms. At busy periods, the pub car park has inadequate capacity to cater for customers, 

which leads to on street parking on Highworth Road. 

1.2.21 Residents commented that as the neighbouring Keypoint and South Marston Industrial Estates 

have developed, there is an increasing incidence of large lorries becoming “stranded” in the village 

whilst following satellite navigation systems. It was noted that this happens on an almost daily 

basis. 

1.2.22 In the Summer of 2007, Greenfields and the Carrier Arms suffered from extensive flooding when 

water overspilled from the Stratton and Honda attenuation ponds into the local stream. Severe 

flooding was also experienced in the bends area to the north.  

1.2.23 There is concern that more houses will increase surface run off exacerbating existing problems. 

 

Thornhill Road 

1.2.24 Residents mentioned the dislocation between the more car borne estates at the western end of the 

village and those who lived on Thornhill Road / Highworth Road who were more likely to participate 

in village life and use the network of footpaths and roads to access local facilities and the open 

countryside. 

1.2.25 Residents are concerned about the noise levels generated as traffic negotiates the traffic hump 

outside the Old Post Office. Some residents have enquired about the cost of having such a facility 

removed. 

1.2.26 The main issue was the absence of a footpath between Pound Corner and Dryden Cottages. 

Residents felt unsafe walking on the carriageway. 

1.2.27 The footpath is generally considered to be of an appropriate width and quality to the east of Dryden 

Cottages but there is a gap in provision between Ash gardens and the Thornhill Road “bend”. 

1.2.28 To the south and west of the Thornhill Bend, Keypoint have funded the provision of a bridlepath 

behind the hedgerow. Some villagers use this as a walking route to Sainsburys at Gablecross. 

1.2.29 There was some discussion as to whether the gateway to the village was in the correct position. 

Some suggested that it should be moved back to the Keypoint roundabout with a corresponding 

drop in the speed limit to deter traffic. Others thought Oxleaze Farm and Wythburn were more 

suitable locations. 

1.2.30 There was concern that any proposals to provide a footpath to the west of Ash Gardens should not 

remove the hedgerows as these screens the view of the Thornhill Industrial Estate. 

 

Manor Farm road to the south of the village 

This is part made and part unmade. Residents would be interested in the feasibility of using this to 

connect Thornhill Road with Old Vicarage Lane as this was mentioned in the South Marston Village 

Strategy. 

 




