
Meeting with Swindon Borough Council Planners 

10th November 2010 

 

Present: Mr C McEwen (Chairman) D Potter (SBC) 

 Mrs R Taylor M Trewhella (SBC) 

 Mr M Phillips S Howell (SBC) 

 Mr N Burchell R Bell (SBC) 

 Mrs G Cheal (Notes)  

   

Apologies: Mrs S Brown Mr B McGlone 

 Mr B Thunder  

 Mr S Young  

 Mr K Millard NB: All names will be shown as initials 

 

 

CM informed all in attendance that since the last meeting with the SBC Planners, a Village 

Development Workshop took place on 15th September 2010 as part of the process to agree 

a development option for the village, setting out what the village wanted, together with 

design parameters for inclusion in the Village SPD. The meeting was useful in terms of 

finding out what some villagers wanted. 21 villagers were in favour of a larger, integrated 

development, 12 villagers favoured minimal development at this stage with 10 undecided. 

 

CM commented that the Parish Council accepts that there will be development and wish to 

have control over the village SPD area forever. It is important that the villagers are as 

involved as possible throughout the process and remain interested in what is going on.  

 

CM informed all present of the current position of the Parish Council: 

 An initial dialogue has taken place with Hannick Homes, builders of quality homes. 

Nick Cleverly of Hannick said that he would like to talk with Borough Planners soon.  

 A discussion took place with Hallam, land owners 3 years ago, which unfortunately 

was not constructive. 

 

The Parish Council had supplied officers from the Borough Council with a list of points for 

discussion, one of which was the numbers and land take for housing. SBC now considered 

that the land take and house numbers originally considered in the EDA SPD at South 

Marston were being reconsidered in the light of aspirations for quality development and in 

response to some of the concerns raised by the Parish. 

 

MP asked where the EDA areas had come from and raised a concern about the amount of 

housing being pushed for by developers. MP also pointed out that this number would be a 

concern to the villagers. 

 

It was noted that the abolition of the RSS procedure had been overturned. RB informed all in 

attendance that it would be replaced shortly by new legislation. The first draft Localism Bill is 

due in the next four weeks. There is urgency for the Core Strategy to progress. It is intended 

that a re-draft of the Core Strategy will be considered by Cabinet in January, Full Council in 

February and be consulted upon in the spring of 2011. 

 



It is hoped that the South Marston SPD will be ready at the same time as the Core Strategy. 

This would be subject to a public consultation as close to the publication of the Draft Core 

Strategy as possible and is intended to be published at the same time as the EDA SPD. The 

Parish Council will have an opportunity to provide a significant input to a “working draft” 

before it is presented to SBC members. 

 

DP explained that the Borough are currently re-working economic projections and pointed 

out that the focus for South Marston should be an appropriate scale of development that 

would reflect and maintain the character of the village rather than achieving an arbitrary 

housing target. 

 

MT added that a design code is needed in consultation with the Parish Council to ensure a 

cohesive overall development in terms of village form, character, housing block principals, 

boundary treatments, materials, building heights and setbacks. CM commented that quality 

means attention to detail. CM stated that the Parish Council do not want to see „designated 

green spaces‟, but a more open design along the lines prepared by NEW Masterplanning as 

part of the village consultation process.  The SBC planners agreed with this principle and 

outlined some radical ideas to enhance the rural nature of the enlarged village as opposed 

to mown grass. 

 

DP informed all present that they wish to hear what the local community want in terms of 

development. DP explained that South Marston is the key to the EDA.  If the Borough 

Council feels that what the Parish Council put forward on behalf of villagers is right, and 

works in planning and transport terms, then they will do all they can to represent that to 

Borough Council Members. DP stated that at the moment they do not know what the village 

want. They need to know so that they can enter into discussions with the developers. The 

Borough Council want views of whether or not the plans for development they are putting 

forward are acceptable or not. 

 

He was referring to the work already done by the village and in particular the most recent 

meeting. This had ended in some uncertainty because the overall context remained unclear. 

It might be of assistance if the villagers could engage with the developers shortly. 

 

SBC has received an initial masterplan from the developers that included outline plans for 

the village. They had agreed to keep the details confidential, but their initial impression of 

this was that there were elements that did not accord with the Council‟s aspirations. 

 

NB asked what would happen if the Parish Council said no to any development.  

DP explained that the Borough Council would be put in a position where they would be 

caught in the middle between the Parish Council and developers.  

 

They would prefer to be in a position where they could back a scheme that was acceptable 

to the village and which they could support on any appeal.  



MT showed his draft concept drawings drawn for the village, which picked up on some of the 

NEW ideas and could provide: 

 Sufficient development to enhance facilities 

 Create profit to provide infrastructure needed 

 20mph road structure 

 Village street characteristics 

 Centralised facilities 

 Green arrows showing areas of green space, breaking up housing and creating 

walks out of the village  

 There could be a Village Trust, protecting land from future development 

 Brownfield land had not been included in the 22 hectares  

 

It was accepted that the village were keen that this brownfield land is developed. SBC will 

positively promote the redevelopment of both brownfield sites for residential purposes. 

 

MT commented that Pound Corner could have footpaths to enhance safety.  

MP commented that the plans certainly looked attractive. It was important to the majority of 

villagers that the playing fields remained centralised. 

 

NB asked what the timescales were in terms of building works starting. If development goes 

ahead, plans would be submitted around the summer time in 2011, with work looking to start 

in approximately three years time. 

 

CM re-stated the Parish‟s opposition to a hard edge road at the end of the development.  

Concerns were raised about road access to Rowborough. The Parish Council are keen to 

know how traffic will be coped with in terms of getting on to the A420 and internally as well 

as coping with any additional traffic and raised concerns about traffic accessing 

Rowborough. 

 

SH gave an update on transport: 

JMP are nearing completion of Stage 2 of the transport study for South Marston. Draft report 

will be available at the end of the month at which time SBC propose a further meeting with 

the Parish Council to discuss results and implications. JMP Consultants will be available to 

attend. A micro simulation model has been built for the whole of the EDA.  

 

MP asked whether there could be a one way system around Pound Corner. SH stated that 

they had looked in to this but there remained some concerns. MP also commented that 

villagers would not want to see the sunken road, leading onto Oxleaze Wood touched.  



Next Steps: 

 Parish Council to meet with SBC Transport to discuss results and implications of 

transport plans, with JMP in attendance. 

 Parish Council to provide update at village Meeting scheduled to be held on 23rd 

November 2010 in the Village Hall and to show concept plan (now cancelled). 

 MT to provide the Parish Council with additional copies of his draft Principal 

Constraints and Opportunities plan prior to the village meeting on the 23rd 

November. 

 Clerk to email meeting notes to CM and SBC for approval. 

 

 

Meeting Closed at 9.20 pm 


