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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 
Stay and Play 

SM School 

1.30-2.30 

2 
Tots ‘n’ 

Toddlers  

9-11am  

Village Hall  
 

Craft Company 

2 pm 

Mary Cooper’s 

house 

3 
 

4 
 

 

 

5 6 

 
 

 

7 
Youth Club  

Christmas 

Party - all 

ages. 

Supermarine 

 

Gardening 

Club 

8 
Friendly Club 

Christmas 

Lunch 12 noon 

Carriers. 

 

Stay n Play 

SM School 

1.30-2.30 
 

 

9 
Tots ‘n’ 

Toddlers  

9-11am  

Village Hall  

 
 

 

10 
Craft Company 

7.30 pm 

Vicarage 

11 
Plastics 

Wheelie Bins  

Green Waste 

 

Youth Club  

6-9 Yrs 

Village Hall 

12 
The Meeting 

Point  9.30-12 

Village Hall 

 

Saturday 

Scene 

Christmas 

Party Village 

Hall 4.00 pm 

13 

14 
 

15 
Stay and Play 

SM School 

1.30-2.30 
 

Police Surgery 

SM Hotel  7 - 8  
 

Parish Council  

7.30 pm  

Village Hall 

16 
Tots ‘n’ 

Toddlers  

9-11am  

Village Hall  
 

 

17 
 

18 
 

 
 

 

19 
Christmas 

Bazaar 2 - 5 

Village Hall 

 

Carols and 

Village 

Nativity on 

the Glebe  

5 pm 

20 

21 
Youth Club 

10-13 Yrs 

Village Hall 

22 
 

 

23 
 

 

24 
Christingle 

Service 4 pm 
 

First Christmas 

Communion 

11.30 pm 

25 
Family 

Communion 

10.30 

 

26 

 
 

27 

 28 

 
 

29 
 

 

 

30 
 

31 
 

 

   

December 2009 
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Dear Friends 
 
A young girl in the late 1920’s writes about her experiences 
travelling through China with her missionary parents. She  
recalls as she writes about those trips – the crowded places 
where they stayed overnight. The village inns, full of people, 
coughing, sneezing, smoking, while babies cried and children 
complained.  Often her family put their bedrolls on board  
covered trestles in a large room with everyone else. 
 
Except one night – it was a cold night and when they arrived  
at the inn it was packed full. The innkeeper expressed his  
regret – no room available but then said, ‘Follow me’ . He led 
them to a side room used to store straw and farm equipment – 
now they had a quiet place to rest on their own. 
 
Looking back on that experience she says that afterwards 
whenever she read about Mary bringing her son into the world 
and laying him in a manger she saw the event differently.  Their 
innkeeper was the arranger for a healthier, quieter place than 
the crowded village inn – a place with some privacy. 
 
When we look at the Christmas story we can see too God’s  
provision for Joseph, Mary and the birth of their child Jesus. 
 
But also Christmas is about God’s provision for you and me – of 
God coming into our world through the human birth of his son. 
He was and  is God’s gift to you and me this Christmas – why 
not start your celebrations this year by thanking God for Jesus? 
 
 
Rev Victor Howlett 
Team Rector 
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  Church News 
We were thrilled to be able to send £200 to the Tear Fund Water 

Appeal—thank you for your contributions 

 

The High Five  service for children up to 5 years meets again on  

4th December and 8th January at 10am  We would love to see 

you there! 

 ‘Craft Company’  We will be meeting in Mary Cooper’s 

house on Wednesday 2nd December and 13th January at 

2pm. Our evening meetings will be on Thursday 10th 

December at 7.30pm at the Vicarage and 7th January at Mary 

Cooper’s house—Please note the swap in the days from the new 

year. If you love crafting then join us for inspiration and encouragement as 

well as good company. More details please contact Vicky Fleming 

Variety Performance Evening to brighten up 

January—date 16th - keep a look out for details  

Saturday Scene  for young families  
 meets  on  

12th December for our Christmas Party and  
9th January in the Village Hall  4pm to 5.15pm  

Contact Donald Page on 825693  

When you are thinking about Christmas gifts don’t forget 

that South Marston Church Tea towels are still 

for sale £3.50 or 2 for £6, 4 for £10—

contact Vicky Fleming . 

Would you like to have just a moment of peace in the rush to get 
ready for Christmas? There will be one hour meditations in the 
church during Advent—you don’t have to come to all three— 
 

7-8 pm Thursday 3rd, Friday 11th, Wednesday 16th  
 

Gentle meditations filled with moments of quiet and stillness   
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The Meeting Point 
Coffee morning with table top sales 

(All the tables have been already booked for this month—you may 
book for December—£5 if you live in the village, £10 if you live 

outside the Village—Telephone Vicky Fleming 827021)  

 
 
 

 

Come and enjoy good company and refreshments. 
 

Saturday 12th December and 9th January 
 from 9.30 –12 noon In the Village Hall  

  

Refreshments provided by South Marston Church 

Christmas at South Marston Church 

 

19th 5pm Carols and Village Nativity on the Glebe. 

 Come dressed as angels, shepherds, kings, or any of 

 the characters from the nativity story 
 

20th  6pm Nine Lessons and Carols with mince pies and mulled wine 
 

Christmas Eve 

4pm Christingle Service raising funds for The Children’s  Society 

11.30pm The First Communion of Christmas 
 

Christmas Day 

10.30am Family  Communion 

 
If you would like to give a special donation to the Church this 

Christmas you will find an envelope enclosed which may be bought 
to any Christmas Service or handed to Rev. Vicky Fleming, Donald 

Page or Richard Sansum. Thank you. 
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The Parish Church of South Marston is part of the Stratton St. Margaret 

Team.  The Church office is located at St. Margaret’s Church Centre, 

Kenwin Close, Stratton St. Margaret.   
 

Office hours are: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings from  

8.30 am – 12 pm, email  stmargaretsoffice@tiscali.co.uk or tel  826505.   

All enquiries for christenings and weddings should be made to the  

Rev’d Vicky Fleming on 827021.   Team Staff Members are:   
 

The Rev'd Victor Howlett - Team Rector - 822793 

The Rev'd Vicky Fleming - Team Vicar - 827021 

The Rev'd Phil Ashby - Hon Curate -  759008  

Dan Read (Lay Minister)  763016   

Christine Burston (Lay Minister) 822403 

Rob Stewart (Lay Minister) 766713  

Church Office  

Church Services  
(all at South Marston Church unless otherwise stated) 
 

 

6th December 11.00 am  Family Service 
 

13th December   8.00 am  Holy Communion 
    9.30 am  Family Communion 
 

20th December    6.00 pm  Nine Lessons & Carols 
 

24th December   4.00 pm  Christingle 
  11.30 pm  Holy Communion 
 

25th December 10.30 am  Family Communion 
 

27th December 10.00 am Team Service at St Margaret’s 
 

3rd January 11.00 am  Family Service 
 

10th January   8.00 am  Holy Communion  
   9.30 am  Morning Worship  
 

17th January   9.30 am  Holy Communion  
 

24th January   8.00 am  Holy Communion BCP 
   9.30 am  Morning Worship 
 

31st January   8.00 am  Holy Communion BCP 
   9.30 am  Morning Worship   

mailto:stmargaretsoffice@tiscali.co.uk
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SOUTH MARSTON  

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
 

SATURDAY  

DECEMBER 19th 2009  
 

 Lots of different stalls  

2pm - 5pm 

in the  

VILLAGE HALL  

 
Donõt forget to bring your Christmas letter for Santa 

 

 

For more details or to book a stall please contact  

Rachel Case on 07545 923021  

or email smra@sky.com  

COME  

AND MEET  

FATHER  

CHRISTMAS  

AT THE  
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South Marston Parish Council News  

New Parish Councillors  
The co-option of Mrs Sheila Anderson-Witty, Mr Stuart Young  
and Mr Neil Burchell as Parish Councillors was ratified at the  

Council meeting on the 17th November.  The new Councillors fill 
the vacancies resulting from the resignations of Mr Des Jones,  

Mr David Marner and Mr Feal-Martinez and brings the Council  
back to its full complement of 9 councillors. 
 

Liaison Officer 
The Parish Council is seeking a local person who could take on  

the role of Liaison Officer. This would continue the type of work 
that Mary Case was involved with until her resignation in  

September 2008, to take on the role of SMRA Chair. 
 

The main objective of the role  is to increase social activity in  

the village.  The applicant must be interested in improving  
community spirit with the aim of achieving a socially vibrant  

village. The successful applicant will be capable of working with 
people, making things happen and have an interest in using the 

village website as a key communication tool. The applicant will  
be expected to liaise with the Parish Council at its regular  

meetings held on the 3rd Tuesday in every month. The post will 
run for one  year with the Parish Council reviewing its  

effectiveness thereafter. 
 

It is a paid post and involves approximately 18 hours per month 

as agreed with the Parish Council 
 

If this sounds like something you would be interested in, please 
contact Roger Powell  827515  clerksmpc@aol.com, for further  

information 
 

Nature Conservation Area 
Following the  recent signing of a lease with the Borough Council 
The Parish Council now has the  tenancy of the piece of land  

adjacent to 31 Highworth Road. The plan is to convert the land to  
a managed nature conservation area and the Parish Council is  

liaising with Wiltshire Wildlife for expert advice.  
  

 

Please visit our new website http://southmarston.org.uk 
for all the latest Parish Council news. 

mailto:clerksmpc@aol.com
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FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS, AND TO HAVE YOUR SAY, ABOUT THE 

OPPOSITION TO THE EDA DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL  
 

GO TO 
 

www.eastswindonsaysno2eda.co.uk 

 

              

              

              

   
  A S W Garden Company  

      Complete Gardening Care  

       

 Å Lawn Mowing  Å Planting & Soft Landscaping 

 Å Regular Maintenance Å Hedge Cutting 

 Å Pruning Å Autumn/Winter tidy ups 

       

       

   

   

       

Call -  01793 822122 or 07801 490489  

or email aswgardening@hotmail.co.uk  

http://www.eastswindonsaysno2eda.co.uk
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 New South Marston Website 
 

The South Marston website is being relaunched at a new web  
address: http://southmarston.org.uk 

Note: the old website, southmarston.co.uk, will no longer be maintained, so please update your 
bookmarks to address the new location. 
 

The new site still has sections for the various groups and clubs in the village,  
including the Parish Council, the Church, SMRA, Friendly Club and the toddler 
groups. However it is not just a recreation of the old site. It has been redeveloped 
using a platform called Wordpress to allow some useful features: 

¶ The whole website is effectively a web log or 'Blog'. The website is made up of arti-

cles which are displayed in chronological order. You can read this on the website 
itself, or you can view the websites RSS feed with an RSS reader, such as Google 
Reader. 

¶ Calendar - the website includes a calendar of village events. The calendar can be 

synchronised with your own Calendar program such as Outlook.  

¶ 'Forthcoming events' - this section of the website, shows the next five events from 

the calendar. 

¶ Interactive - you can leave comments for any of the articles on the website. If you 

liked a particular event, then this is an opportunity to let the organisers and the 
village know. 

¶ Email updates - to save you having to visit the website every day, to see if there are 

any new posts, you can sign up to receive an email newsletter. This will be sent to 
you automatically if a new post has been published to the website. I would  
recommend this as the ideal way to keep informed about the village events. 

http://southmarston.org.uk
http://southmarston.co.uk
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 If you represent any of the village groups, and would like to be able to post 
your own articles to the website, then get in contact and I can give you a 
tutorial in how the website works. If you can use a word processor, then you 
can write articles for the website. 
 

To submit articles and/or photos for the website please email them to me at 
the address below. 
 

If you have any suggestions for improving the website or simply to give some 
feedback, please let me know. With your input, we can make the website into 
a valuable resource for the village.   

 

 Donald Jones     

email: donald.starquality@googlemail.com 

Looking for a Venue?  
 

For a one-off (parties, meetings,  
get-togethers) or a regular slot, 

from Aerobics to Zen yoga,   

South Marston Village Hall  

is available at  
very competitive rates.  

 

 
Please contact  
Julie Hatherall  

on  07857 310624  
for further information.  

 

Tower & Tap Submissions  
 

Please email items for Tower & Tap to kaylong@btinternet.com or drop any 

article in to The Maples, South Marston (next to the Vicarage).   

The deadline for February 2010  issue is 15 January 2010.   

mailto:donald.starquality@googlemail.com
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Recent Events 

Our October meeting was spent in the company of Joe and Margaret 
from Sainsbury's. They gave us an insight into how fruit and veg is 
sourced by the company. 
 

Did you know that Sainsbury's sell 200 million British 
apples a year.  After the talk we all had a taste of both 
usual and unusual fruits from around the world. 
  

Future Events 
 

On Monday 7th December we will be able to have a go at 
making our own Christmas wreath under the watchful eye of 
our demonstrator Toni Cumming. 
 

For a change refreshments will be mince pies and 
mulled wine. 

  
Please remember our Members Social Evening on Monday 
4th January 2010.  It's the usual format of a plate of food 
and the earlier start time of 7:00pm.   
Live entertainment will be provided along with drinks.  

Gardening Club 

Bourton Village Hall  Art Courses             
 

ART COURSE PROGRAMME 2010    (Numbers limited on all Courses) 
 

10-week Art Courses 
 

 

Monday morning courses continue in Winter Term 

This course will run each Monday from 18th January until  

22 March 2010 from 10.00am until 12.00 midday.       
    

All courses are suitable for complete beginners and lei-

sure artists of all levels.   For further information (and 

booking form) please contact Margaret on 01793 782927 or email 

margaret@artisthequestion.com                                            

All proceeds to Bourton Village Hall 
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Recent Events   
 

Tuesday 10th November 
A talk on British cheeses was given by Bridget Partridge who 
explained the processes of cheese making and how aging times 
creates different levels of maturity. We all had samples of the 
nine cheeses to taste as the making of each one was talked 
about. The tale of how the first blue cheese was created, being 
by accident of leaving one of the processes out overnight through tiredness  
allowing mould to grow in the air gaps before the pressing stage. 
 

Future Events  
 

Tuesday 8th December ï Christmas Lunch 
Our Christmas Lunch will be held in the Carriers Arms starting at  
12 noon and followed by entertainment by UKEBOXJURY in the 
Village hall at 2.30 pm. Non members over 50 are welcome to  
come to the Village Hall to enjoy the entertainment and  
refreshments free of charge. 

 

Tuesday 15th December ï School Concert 2.00 pm 
The children of South Marston C of E Primary School will entertain us in the school 
followed by refreshments. The entertainment commences at 2.00 pm. 

 
Tuesday 12th January ï in the Village Hall at 2.00 pm. 
A talk will be given by Sheila Parsons her topic is ñSpotting and Spinningò 
 

Tuesday 9th February ï in the Village Hall at 2.00 pm. 
A talk will be given by Lorraine Stanton of Vowley Farm on the sub-
ject ñFrom Boardroom to Barnò The farm is run on organic methods. 
 

    Friendly Club  

POLICE SURGERIES  
  

The local Police is holding a surgery Tuesday 15th December   
in the Meadow Room of the South Marston Hotel  

(formerly the Nightingale Hotel).  
 

If there is anything you would like to discuss with them then drop 

in between 1900 and 2000hours. If you have any  

problems in your area or there is a forthcoming  

priority you would like to talk about then please come along. 

http://winecellarva.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/danish_blue_cheese.jpg
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 Neighbourhood Watch Scheme  
  

The local police are keen to extend the Neighbourhood Watch 

Scheme in Swindon and the surrounding area. A Scheme has 

been up and running successfully in Ash Gardens and Fuller  

Gardens for nearly two years and has provided many  

benefits.   There are a number of benefits in becoming part of 

such a Scheme, these include:- 
 

¶ We should feel slightly more secure knowing that our 

neighbours are keeping an eye on our property and also that we 

are not alone when problems arise; 

¶ The opportunity to get to know our neighbours and create a 

sense of community; 

¶ The ability to contact the NHW Liaison Officer at Gablecross 

Police Station, who will listen and, if it is deemed appropriate, 

pass on any relevant information to the Local Beat Officer; 

¶ The Scheme gives access to useful information, e.g. local crime 

reports, scams, antisocial behaviour updates, security advice, 

which is sent out by the Liaison Beat Officer; 

¶ It can help to deter prospective troublemakers from targeting 

your street; 

¶ It can lead to lower priced house insurance. 

 

Volunteers will only need to spend a minimal amount of time 

fulfilling the Co-ordinator's  role and it should make our village a 

safer place to live.   

 

If you are interested in finding out more about 

the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and/or  

becoming a Co-ordinator for your street in 

South Marston please contact Jill Quadri at 

jillquadri@btinternet.com  or telephone Jill on 

829796.  
 

 

mailto:jillquadri@btinternet.com
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We are a Parent & Toddler group that meets up for  

 a play session, craft table, coffee and chat.  
 

           WEDNESDAY MORNINGS (term time only)  

                  9.00am ð 11.OOam  

                       0 ð 4 years    

         South Marston Village Hall  
 

For further details feel free to call in  

and see us at the group or contact us:  

Rachel Case on 01793 703550 or Mary Case on 01793 826038  

                     or email: totsntoddlers@sky.com  

 

 

 
 

             South Marston School  
 

Children 0 to under 5yrs  

Expectant mums welcome  
 

Tuesdays1.30 pm ð 2.30 pm  (Term Time Only)  

Drop-in, no need to book.  50p per family  

For further information, please call  

Saplings Childrenõs Centre  01793 829996 

or visit  
http://www.grange -inf.swindon.sch.uk/homedir/saplings.htm  

http://www.grange-inf.swindon.sch.uk/homedir/saplings.htm
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THE SOUTH MARSTON HOTEL  
& LEISURE CLUB 

 

Christmas Day Lunch 2009 
Prices from  £28.50 

Served 12.30ð 3.00pm 

 
Boxing Day Lunch 2009 

Prices from £ 14.50 
Served between 12.30pmð 3.00pm 

 
New Years Eve Gala  

Prices from £24.50 
Under 3õs go FREE 

 
Festive Party Nights 

Prices range from £ 20.00-£29.00 per person 

 
To book any of the above please contact our events team  

on  
(01793) 833 700  

or 
 events@southmarstonhotel.com 
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South Marston Youth Club  

 

DAY  DATE  AGES  VENUE  

Monday 7 December All ages Christmas Party 

Friday 11 December 6 – 9 years Village Hall 

Monday 21 December 10-13 years Village Hall 

Monday 11 January 10-13 years Village Hall 

Friday 15 January 6 – 9 years Village Hall 

Monday 25 January 10-13 years Village Hall 

Friday 29 January 6 – 9 years Village Hall 

For more details please contact Julie or Steve Hatherall  

e-mail:  hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk   tel:  07923 441 296  

Future dates are shown below:  

 

Youth Club Christmas Party on Monday 7 December for both 

groups at Supermarine - 6.30 -8.45pm.   Further December 

dates subject to change but  YC members will be kept  

informed.  Check the new South Marston Calendar   

at http://southmarston.org.uk  to confirm the start/end times.  

Christmas Recycling Collections 
Christmas Day falls on a Friday this year so there will be no waste  
collections in the village.  Information on alternative collection days will 
be delivered to our homes by Swindon Borough Council during  

December.  If you don’t receive anything please  
telephone 01793 445501 (Monday to Friday 8am 
to 8pm; Saturday 9am to 1pm).  Alternatively you 
can email streetsmart@swindon.gov.uk 
 

¶  

mailto:hatherall24@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=lk63odethg3vairutpf08bp1e0%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Europe/London
http://southmarston.org.uk
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

  
 

 1 
 

 

 

2 3 

 
 

4 
Garden 

Club 

Members 

only Social 

5 
Stay  and  Play 

SM School 

1.30-2.30 
 

 

6 
Tots ‘n’ 

Toddlers  

9-11am  

Village Hall  

 
 

 

7 
Craft 

Company 

7.30 pm 

Mary 

Cooper’s 

House 

8 
Plastics 

Wheelie Bins  

Green Waste 

9 
The Meeting 

Point  9.30-12 

Village Hall 

 

Saturday 

Scene Village 

Hall 4.00 pm 

10 

11 
Youth Club 

10-13 Yrs 

Village Hall 

12 
Stay and Play 

SM School 

1.30-2.30 

 

Friendly Club  

Village Hall   

2 pm 

 

 

13 
Tots ‘n’ 

Toddlers  

9-11am  

Village Hall  

 

Craft Company 

2 pm 

Mary Cooper’s 
 

14 
 

15 
Youth Club  

6-9 Yrs 

Village Hall 

 
 

 

16 
 

17 

18 19 
Stay and Play 

SM School 

1.30-2.30 

 

Parish Council  

7.30 pm  

Village Hall 

20 
Tots ‘n’ 

Toddlers  

9-11am Village 

Hall 
 

 

21 22 
Plastics 

Wheelie Bins  

Green Waste 

 

 

23 

 
 

24 

 25 
Youth Club 

10-13 Yrs 

Village Hall 

26 
Stay and Play 

SM School 

1.30-2.30 

 

 

27 
Tots ‘n’ 

Toddlers  

9-11am  

Village Hall  

28 
SMRA 

8 pm 

Village Hall 

29 
Youth Club  

6-9 Yrs 

Village Hall 

30 31 

January 2010 
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Useful Contacts South Marston 
 www.southmarston.co.uk 

 

 Parish Council Chair   Colin McEwen  T  825312 

 Parish Council Vice Chair  TBA    

 Clerk to the Parish Council  Roger Powell   T  827515  

 Parish Council Project Co-ord’r TBA     

 SMRA Chair    Mary Case (temp)  T  826038  

 SMRA Secretary   Julie Hatherall   T  826028 

 Village Hall Bookings  Julie Hatherall  T  07857 310 624  

 Football Field Bookings  Chris Maull   T  824505  

 Tots and Toddlers   Rachel Case   T  703550 

 Youth Club    Julie & Steve  T  07923 441296  

 Gardening Club   Mike New   T  827807 

 Friendly Club    Brian McGlone  T  826243 

 History Society   Darren Cook   T  832999 

 Afternoon Home Group  Shirley Wildern  T  826160 

 Marston Minstrels   Maureen Withers  T  825660 

 SM Football Club   Nigel Franklin  T  766590 

 Spitfires Football Club  Bev Maull   T  824505 
 

 South Marston School  Alison Lowe   T  823379 

 Pre–School    Pre-School Staff  T  07847 590601 

 Swindon Borough Councillor Doreen Dart   T  762033 

 Member of Parliament  Anne Snelgrove  T  615444 
 

 Team Rector           Victor Howlett          T  822793  

 Team Vicar    Vicky Fleming  T  827021 

 Church Wardens   Richard Sansum  T  831473 

      Donald Page   T  825693 
 

Useful Contacts    Stanton Fitzwarren 
Some useful contact numbers for Stanton Fitzwarren are shown below,  

which our readers may find useful: 
 

           Clerk to the Parish Council  Zena May   T  702869 

          WI President    Margaret Parker  T  762065  

          Village Hall Bookings             Alison Charnock  T  762093 
                             

          St Leonards Church Wardens Liz Hillman   T  762935 

       Sue Mackenzie   T  765538   

 


